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The election of 1860 was one of the most pivotal moments in American history, marking a turning
point that would ultimately lead to the Civil War. As the nation was sharply divided over issues like
slavery, states’ rights, and economic differences, the candidates who vied for the presidency each
represented distinct visions for America’s future. Understanding the characteristics, policies, and
campaign strategies of Abraham Lincoln, Stephen Douglas, and other key figures from this election
can provide insight into the complex political landscape of the time. This article aims to match various
descriptions and attributes with Lincoln, Douglas, or both, highlighting their roles and positions during
this critical election.

Overview of the Candidates in the 1860 Election

Before diving into the descriptions, it’s important to briefly familiarize ourselves with the main
candidates:

- Abraham Lincoln: A Republican from Illinois, known for his opposition to the expansion of slavery into
new territories and his advocacy for a united nation.

- Stephen Douglas: A Democrat from lllinois, known for his "Freeport Doctrine" and his support of
popular sovereignty, allowing territories to decide on slavery themselves.

- John C. Breckinridge: A Southern Democrat supporting slavery expansion.

- John Bell: The Constitutional Union candidate advocating for national unity and compromise.

Though Lincoln and Douglas were both prominent lllinois politicians, their views on slavery and the
Union diverged significantly, shaping their campaigns and the election outcome.

Matching Descriptions to the Candidates

Below are common descriptions and attributes associated with Abraham Lincoln, Stephen Douglas, or
both. Use these to understand their political stances, campaign strategies, and personal qualities
during the 1860 election.



1. Advocated for the containment of slavery's expansion but
did not initially seek immediate abolition

This description applies to both Lincoln and Douglas, as both recognized the moral and political
complexities surrounding slavery, though their approaches differed.

e Abraham Lincoln: Opposed the spread of slavery into new territories, believing it was morally
wrong and harmful to the nation’s future, but initially did not call for immediate abolition in

states where slavery existed.

» Stephen Douglas: Supported "popular sovereignty," allowing territories to decide for
themselves whether to permit slavery. He believed this approach was a practical solution and

did not advocate for the federal abolition of slavery.

2. Emphasized the importance of maintaining the Union and
was wary of secession

This trait characterizes both candidates, emphasizing their commitment to preserving the United
States, albeit through different means.

e Abraham Lincoln: Made union preservation his primary goal, asserting that no state could
unilaterally secede.

» Stephen Douglas: Also valued the Union but believed the decision to leave should be made by
the states through democratic processes rather than by force.

3. Ran on platforms that reflected regional interests, with one
focusing more on Northern views and the other on Southern

concerns

This description clearly distinguishes the candidates based on their regional bases and policy
priorities.

e Abraham Lincoln: Campaigned mainly in the North, emphasizing stopping the spread of
slavery and promoting economic development.

* Stephen Douglas: Focused on appealing to Midwestern and some Southern voters, promoting



popular sovereignty and local decision-making.

4. Held debates that highlighted fundamental disagreements
over slavery and states’ rights

Both candidates participated in the famous Lincoln-Douglas debates, which brought their differences
into sharp relief.

e The debates: Centered on the morality of slavery, the future of the Union, and the limits of
federal power.

 Lincoln: Argued against the expansion of slavery and emphasized the moral imperative of
ending its spread.

* Douglas: Defended popular sovereignty and argued that territories could decide slavery for
themselves, even if he personally opposed slavery's expansion.

5. Advocated for different visions of the nation’s future, with
one favoring a stronger federal government and the other
emphasizing states’ rights

This fundamental ideological difference was a core aspect of their campaigns.

e Abraham Lincoln: Believed in a stronger national government that could regulate slavery and
ensure union stability.

e Stephen Douglas: Championed states’ rights and local governance, resisting federal
intervention in slavery issues.

6. Had contrasting views on the morality of slavery, with one
taking a more abolitionist stance and the other promoting
popular sovereignty

This describes their moral and political approaches to slavery.



e Abraham Lincoln: Did not call for immediate abolition but believed slavery was morally wrong
and should not be allowed to expand.

» Stephen Douglas: Did not oppose slavery outright but promoted the idea that territories could
choose whether to permit it, thus avoiding moral judgments at the federal level.

7. Their campaigns attracted significant regional support,
reflecting the deep sectional divides

This highlights the regional polarization that defined the 1860 election.

e Abraham Lincoln: Garnered strong support in the North and West.

e Stephen Douglas: Maintained popularity in the Midwest but faced opposition in the South.

8. Their election campaigns influenced the future of American
politics, setting the stage for the Civil War

This is a broader impact statement, applicable to both figures, as their campaigns heightened
sectional tensions.

Deep Dive Into Key Differences and Similarities

To better understand who matched each description, it's essential to analyze their core political
philosophies and campaign strategies.

Abraham Lincoln

- Views on Slavery: Opposed its expansion; believed it was morally wrong, but prioritized preserving
the Union.

- Union Stance: Strongly against secession; believed the Union was perpetual.

- Campaign Focus: Emphasized stopping slavery from spreading, economic development, and national
unity.

- Support Base: North and West.

- Major Speeches: Lincoln-Douglas debates, Gettysburg Address.



Stephen Douglas

- Views on Slavery: Supported popular sovereignty; believed territories should decide on slavery.
- Union Stance: Valued union but believed the decision to leave should be democratic.

- Campaign Focus: Promoting local control and territorial self-determination.

- Support Base: Midwest and some border states.

- Major Contributions: Lincoln-Douglas debates, "Freeport Doctrine."

Both Candidates

- Shared Goals: Preservation of the Union, opposition to secession, and recognition of slavery’s
contentious role.

- Campaign Strategies: Engaged in intense debates and speeches to sway sectional voters.

- Political Impact: Their rivalry and differing visions contributed to the increased sectionalism that led
to the Civil War.

Conclusion: Understanding the Election of 1860
Through These Descriptions

Matching descriptions with Lincoln, Douglas, or both helps clarify the complex political landscape of
1860. Lincoln’s platform centered on halting the spread of slavery, emphasizing moral opposition, and
maintaining national unity. Douglas championed local sovereignty and states’ rights, advocating for
democratic decision-making on slavery issues. Their contrasting visions reflected the deep sectional
divides and ultimately shaped the course of American history.

The election underscored the profound regional differences and set the stage for the tumultuous
years ahead. Recognizing who represented which views and policies enables a better understanding
of the causes and consequences of the Civil War, providing a clearer picture of how leadership and
ideology influenced one of the most critical periods in United States history.

In summary:

- Descriptions emphasizing opposition to slavery’s expansion but not immediate abolition: Both
Lincoln and Douglas.

- Advocating for union preservation and wary of secession: Both.

- Campaigns reflecting regional interests, with Lincoln in the North and Douglas in the Midwest: Both.
- Debates on slavery morality and states’ rights: Both, but with different emphases.

- Support bases rooted in regional divides: Both.

- Their campaign impact shaping future conflicts: Both.

By understanding these distinctions and similarities, readers can better appreciate the complexities of



the 1860 election and the pivotal roles played by Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the Republican candidate in the 1860 presidential
election?

Abraham Lincoln was the Republican candidate in the 1860 presidential election.

Which candidate was known for their debates that
emphasized states' rights and popular sovereignty?

Stephen Douglas was known for his debates emphasizing states' rights and popular sovereignty.

Did both Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas participate in
debates during the 1860 election?

No, the famous debates between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas occurred during the 1858
[llinois Senate race, not the 1860 presidential election.

Which candidate's views contributed to the sectional tensions
leading up to the Civil War?

Both Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas contributed to sectional tensions, but Lincoln's anti-
slavery stance was particularly influential in increasing tensions.

In the 1860 election, which candidate represented the
Democratic Party and which represented the newly formed
Republican Party?

Stephen Douglas was the Democratic Party candidate, while Abraham Lincoln was the Republican
Party candidate in the 1860 election.

During the 1860 election, which candidate's platform focused
on preventing the spread of slavery into new territories?

Abraham Lincoln's platform focused on preventing the spread of slavery into new territories.

Additional Resources
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The election of 1860 was one of the most pivotal moments in American history, marking a profound



turning point that would eventually lead to the Civil War. The political landscape was highly polarized,
with the emergence of multiple candidates representing different visions for the future of the United
States. Among these candidates, Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas played central roles, each
embodying distinct philosophies and political strategies. Understanding their backgrounds, policies,
and campaign strategies can be elucidated by matching specific descriptions to either Lincoln,
Douglas, or both. This analysis delves deeply into their identities, their political stances, and their
roles during the 1860 election, providing clarity on how each figure influenced the course of American
history.

Backgrounds and Political Careers

Abraham Lincoln

- Early Life: Born in 1809 in a log cabin in Kentucky, Lincoln rose from humble beginnings to become a
self-made lawyer and politician.

- Political Rise: Lincoln served in the lllinois State Legislature and the U.S. House of Representatives
before gaining national prominence.

- Prior Stances on Slavery: Initially, Lincoln's views evolved from supporting the containment of
slavery to advocating for its eventual abolition.

Stephen Douglas

- Early Life: Born in 1813 in Vermont, Douglas was an energetic and charismatic politician from lllinois.
- Political Career: Served multiple terms as a U.S. Congressman, Senator, and known for his advocacy
of popular sovereignty.

- Key Contributions: Known for the Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854), which allowed territories to decide on
slavery, and for his debates with Lincoln.

Both
- Political Experience: Both men had extensive experience in legislative bodies and were prominent
figures in lllinois politics.

- Legal Background: Both were lawyers, with Lincoln gaining fame as a skilled orator and Douglas as a
persuasive debater.

Views on Slavery and Its Expansion

Abraham Lincoln

- Opposition to the Spread of Slavery: Lincoln believed that slavery was morally wrong and aimed to
prevent its expansion into new territories.
- Position on Slavery: He did not call for immediate abolition in states where it already existed but



opposed its spread.
- Gettysburg Address and Emancipation: His later policies emphasized emancipation and equality, but
during 1860, his primary focus was preventing slavery's expansion.

Stephen Douglas

- Support for Popular Sovereignty: Douglas believed that the residents of territories should decide
whether to allow slavery.

- Position on Slavery: He did not oppose slavery where it already existed but was indifferent to its
expansion, provided local residents decided.

- Kansas-Nebraska Act: This law effectively repealed the Missouri Compromise and allowed territorial
settlers to vote on slavery.

Both

- Pragmatic Views: Both politicians engaged in nuanced positions, but Lincoln's moral opposition
contrasted with Douglas's territorial sovereignty stance.
- Impact: Their differing views on slavery’s expansion became central themes in the 1860 election.

Election Strategies and Campaign Approaches

Abraham Lincoln

- Campaign Method: Lincoln’s campaign focused on appealing to the emerging Republican base,
emphasizing unity and opposition to the spread of slavery.

- Appeal to the North: He sought to appeal to Northern voters wary of the spread of slavery and
committed to stopping its expansion.

- Key Messages:

- Preservation of the Union

- Moral opposition to slavery

- Economic modernization

Stephen Douglas

- Campaign Method: Douglas relied heavily on his popularity in Illinois, emphasizing popular
sovereignty and states’ rights.

- Appeal to the West and South: His message resonated with voters in the territories and those
advocating for local control over slavery.

- Key Messages:

- Popular sovereignty as the democratic way

- Defense of the Union, but with a focus on territorial rights

- Opposition to Lincoln’s perceived radical abolitionist stance

Both

- Debates and Public Speaking: Both men were skilled orators; their debates, especially the Lincoln-
Douglas debates, became legendary.



- Media and Political Alliances: Both utilized newspapers, political clubs, and alliances to rally support,
although Lincoln's campaign was somewhat more centralized.

Position on the Union and Secession

Abraham Lincoln

- Union Preservation: Lincoln believed the Union was perpetual and that secession was legally and
morally wrong.

- View on States’ Rights: While respecting states' rights, he prioritized the Union’s integrity above all.
- Response to Secession: During the 1860 election, Lincoln’s victory was seen as a threat by Southern
states, many of which began to secede shortly after his election.

Stephen Douglas

- Union and States’ Rights: Douglas believed in the union but supported the idea that states had the
right to decide on issues like slavery, possibly implying the right to secede.

- Moderate Approach: He sought compromise and believed that the Union could be preserved through
democratic processes and local sovereignty.

Both

- Views on Secession: While Lincoln opposed secession, Douglas was more accommodating towards
the idea, emphasizing the importance of local decision-making.

- Impact during 1860: Their positions reflected broader regional tensions that contributed to the crisis
leading up to the Civil War.

Role in the 1860 Election and Its Aftermath

Abraham Lincoln

- Election Outcome: Lincoln secured the Republican nomination and won the presidency without
carrying a single Southern state.

- Significance: His victory was viewed as a direct threat to the slavery-dependent economy of the
South.

- Post-Election: The election triggered a wave of secessions, beginning with South Carolina, and led to
the Civil War.

Stephen Douglas

- Election Role: Douglas was the Northern Democratic candidate and believed he could bridge
regional divides.



- Outcome: He lost the election to Lincoln but remained an influential senator and political figure.
- Post-Election: Continued to advocate for popular sovereignty; his stance contrasted sharply with
Lincoln’s.

Both

- Debates and Campaigns: Their debates and campaigns defined the political landscape of 1860.
- Legacy: Their political philosophies influenced the course of the nation during the Civil War and
Reconstruction.

Key Differences and Similarities Summarized

| Aspect | Abraham Lincoln | Stephen Douglas | Both |

|11

| Background | Self-taught lawyer, lllinois politician | Lawyer, senator from lllinois | Politicians with
extensive legislative experience |

| Views on slavery | Opposed its spread, moral stance | Supported popular sovereignty | Both engaged
with slavery issues but from different angles |

| Campaign focus | Union preservation, moral opposition | Territorial sovereignty, local decision |
Skilled orators, active campaigners |

| Approach to secession | Opposed | More accommodating | Critical regional tensions |

| Impact | Led to Civil War, abolition movement | Influenced debates on states’ rights | Major figures
shaping 1860 politics |

Conclusion: The Legacy of Lincoln and Douglas in 1860

The election of 1860 was a watershed moment in American history, with Abraham Lincoln and
Stephen Douglas representing contrasting visions for the nation’s future. Lincoln’s moral opposition to
slavery and his unwavering stance on preserving the Union set the stage for the tumultuous years
ahead. Douglas’s advocacy for popular sovereignty and his nuanced approach to slavery and states'
rights reflected the complex regional and ideological divisions of the time.

Understanding their roles and how specific descriptions align with each figure provides insight into the
deep political and moral debates that defined one of the most consequential elections in U.S. history.
Their legacies continue to influence American political discourse, symbolizing the enduring struggle
over liberty, equality, and the nature of the Union.
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