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Understanding the complex psychology of Mr. Utterson in Robert Louis
Stevenson's Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde reveals a profound
internal conflict that drives much of the narrative. His internal struggle
revolves around issues of trust, fear, and moral judgment, which are
intricately woven into the story's themes of duality and the nature of good
and evil. This article explores the depth of Mr. Utterson’s internal
conflict, focusing on the possibility that he is afraid of Mr. Jekyll and
distrusts his own judgment, analyzing how these fears influence his actions
and perceptions throughout the novel.

---

Introduction to Mr. Utterson’s Character and
Inner Conflict

Who Is Mr. Utterson?
Mr. Utterson is a lawyer and a close friend of Dr. Henry Jekyll in
Stevenson's novella. Known for his rationality, calm demeanor, and strong
sense of morality, Utterson is depicted as a character who values reputation,
trustworthiness, and logical judgment. Despite his composed exterior, he
grapples internally with fears and doubts that challenge his worldview.

The Nature of His Internal Conflict
The internal conflict of Mr. Utterson can be summarized as a struggle
between:
- His desire to trust his friend Jekyll and believe in his integrity.
- His underlying suspicion and fear that Jekyll may be hiding something
sinister.
- His doubt about his own ability to interpret the unfolding events
correctly.

This tension makes him a compelling character who embodies the conflict



between rationality and emotional uncertainty, especially concerning his
relationship with Jekyll and the mysterious Mr. Hyde.

---

Mr. Utterson’s Fear of Mr. Jekyll

Why Does Utterson Fear Jekyll?
Despite their friendship, Mr. Utterson begins to harbor fears about Dr.
Jekyll as strange events unfold. His fear is rooted in several aspects:

- The Strange Relationship Between Jekyll and Hyde: Utterson is unsettled by
Jekyll’s secretive behavior and his connection to the sinister Mr. Hyde.
- Jekyll’s Deteriorating Well-being: As Jekyll becomes more withdrawn and
secretive, Utterson senses that something is amiss.
- The Potential for Moral and Physical Danger: Utterson fears that Jekyll’s
association with Hyde could lead to moral corruption or physical harm.

Potential Reasons for His Fear
The reasons behind Utterson’s fear can be categorized as follows:

1. Concern for Jekyll’s Safety: Utterson worries that Jekyll might be in
danger due to Hyde’s influence.
2. Fear of Betrayal: The possibility that Jekyll’s trust in Hyde could lead
to betrayal or harm.
3. Fear of the Unknown: The mysterious nature of Hyde and Jekyll’s connection
generates anxiety and suspicion.

Impact of Fear on Utterson’s Behavior
Utterson’s fear manifests in his cautious approach:

- He becomes more vigilant and investigative.
- He attempts to uncover the truth behind Jekyll’s relationship with Hyde.
- He is reluctant to confront Jekyll directly, fearing the worst.

This internal fear creates a sense of moral and emotional turmoil that
influences his decisions and perceptions.

---



Distrust of His Own Judgment

Why Does Utterson Doubt Himself?
While Utterson is generally rational, the strange circumstances and his
loyalty to Jekyll cause him to question his judgment:

- Inconsistencies in Jekyll’s Behavior: As Jekyll’s mood swings and secrecy
increase, Utterson begins to doubt whether he truly understands his friend.
- The Mystery of the Will: Jekyll’s will, which leaves everything to Hyde,
puzzles Utterson and makes him question Jekyll’s motives.
- The Uncertainty of Hyde’s Identity: Hyde’s elusive nature and violent acts
cause Utterson to wonder if he is missing something vital about Jekyll’s true
character.

How Does Self-Doubt Affect Utterson?
This distrust in his own judgment leads to:

- Increased Vigilance and Investigation: Utterson’s attempts to find clarity
reflect his internal conflict.
- Moral Dilemma: He struggles with whether to intervene or respect Jekyll’s
privacy.
- Fear of Failing His Moral Duty: Utterson fears that his doubts might cause
him to misjudge the situation, possibly overlooking danger.

Examples from the Text
- Utterson’s concern over the will and his
suspicions about Hyde’s influence display his
doubts.
- His decision to investigate Hyde’s background and
the strange occurrences reflect his internal
struggle with trust.

---

The Psychological Dimensions of Mr. Utterson’s
Conflict



Internal Fear and Its Roots

The root of Utterson’s internal conflict lies in his
deep moral conviction and fear of moral decay. His
fear of Jekyll is intertwined with his fear of the
darker side of human nature embodied by Hyde.

Duality of Human Nature

Stevenson explores the theme of duality, and
Utterson’s internal conflict exemplifies this:

- His rational mind strives to uphold morality.
- His subconscious fears reveal an awareness of the
darker aspects of human nature.
- His distrust and fear symbolize the universal
struggle between good and evil within each person.

Impact on His Character Development

This internal conflict allows Utterson to evolve
from a cautious friend to a moral hero who confronts
the truth despite his fears.

---

Conclusion: The Significance of Utterson’s
Internal Conflict



Mr. Utterson’s internal conflict—his fear of Jekyll
and distrust in his own judgment—serves as a central
theme that underscores the novella’s exploration of
morality, human nature, and the duality of good and
evil. His internal struggles reveal the complexities
of human psychology when faced with moral ambiguity
and the unknown. Stevenson uses Utterson’s character
to demonstrate that even the most rational and moral
individuals can experience doubt and fear when
confronting the darker aspects of human nature.
Ultimately, Utterson’s internal conflict enhances
the narrative’s tension and deepens our
understanding of the novella’s profound themes.

---
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By examining Mr. Utterson’s internal conflict—his
fears and doubts—we gain insight into the human
condition and the timeless struggle between morality
and temptation. His character embodies the universal
challenge of trusting oneself and others amidst
uncertainty, making him a compelling figure in the
exploration of human psychology within the Gothic
framework.

Frequently Asked Questions

What internal conflict does Mr. Utterson face
regarding Mr. Jekyll?

He struggles with distrust towards his own judgment
about Mr. Jekyll's character and intentions.

How does Mr. Utterson's internal conflict influence
his actions in the story?

His distrust causes him to investigate and seek the
truth about Mr. Jekyll's secret life, despite his
loyalty.

Is Mr. Utterson afraid of Mr. Jekyll, or is his
conflict rooted elsewhere?

His internal conflict is more about his distrust of
his own ability to discern the truth about Mr.
Jekyll rather than fear of Jekyll himself.



Does Mr. Utterson's internal conflict reflect a
broader theme in the novel?

Yes, it highlights themes of suspicion, the duality
of human nature, and the struggle between perception
and reality.

How does Mr. Utterson's distrust affect his
relationship with other characters?

It causes him to question others' motives and remain
cautious, influencing his interactions and
decisions.

What role does Mr. Utterson's internal conflict play
in the story's suspense?

His doubt and internal struggle create tension, as
readers wonder whether he will uncover the truth
about Jekyll's secret.

Could Mr. Utterson's internal conflict be seen as a
reflection of Victorian values?

Yes, it mirrors the Victorian emphasis on
reputation, morality, and the inner struggle between
good and evil.



Is Mr. Utterson's internal conflict resolved by the
end of the story?

While he gains insight into Jekyll's secret, his
internal conflict about trust and judgment continues
to resonate, highlighting the complexity of human
nature.

Does Mr. Utterson's internal conflict make him a
relatable character?

Yes, his doubts and moral dilemmas reflect common
human experiences of trust and self-doubt, making
him a compelling and relatable character.

Additional Resources

Mr. Utterson’s Internal Conflict Is That He...

In Robert Louis Stevenson’s novella Strange Case of
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Mr. Utterson emerges as a
character embodying the Victorian gentleman’s
virtues—prudence, loyalty, and a steadfast sense of
morality. However, beneath his composed exterior
lies a profound internal struggle that drives much
of the narrative’s tension: his internal conflict
revolves around his suspicion and distrust of his
own judgment. This internal turmoil becomes most
apparent as he grapples with the mysterious



connection between his friend Dr. Jekyll and the
sinister Mr. Hyde. The conflict underscores themes
of morality, perception, and the limitations of
human understanding, making Mr. Utterson an
intriguing figure of psychological complexity. This
article explores the nuances of his internal
conflict, examining how it manifests, its causes,
and its implications within the story.

---

Understanding Mr. Utterson’s Character and
Moral Framework

The Victorian Gentleman and His Moral Code

Mr. Utterson is portrayed as the epitome of
Victorian respectability. He embodies the qualities
of a well-mannered, rational, and morally upright
gentleman. His conservative values prioritize
reputation, honor, and rational judgment. Throughout
the novella, Utterson’s actions are guided by a
desire to uphold social propriety and his own sense
of integrity.

The Loyalty to His Friend Dr. Jekyll

Utterson’s loyalty to Jekyll is unwavering. Despite
growing suspicions about Hyde, he chooses to trust
his friend and believes in his goodness. This
loyalty creates a moral dilemma—should he confront



Jekyll directly or trust his judgment? His internal
conflict is heightened by this unwavering
allegiance, which compels him to seek the truth
while grappling with his doubts.

---

The Roots of Utterson’s Internal Conflict

Suspicion Versus Trust: A Moral and Rational Tension

At the core of Utterson’s internal conflict lies a
tension between rational suspicion and moral
loyalty. His rational mind warns him that Hyde is a
dangerous and morally corrupt individual, yet his
emotional loyalty to Jekyll clouds his judgment,
leading to an internal struggle.

The Limitations of Human Judgment

Stevenson subtly explores the fallibility of human
perception. Utterson, as a rational man, believes
that he can discern truth through evidence and
reason. However, the novella suggests that human
judgment is often limited and susceptible to bias,
especially when emotions and loyalties are involved.
His internal conflict exemplifies this cognitive
dissonance—wanting to believe in Jekyll’s goodness
despite mounting evidence of Hyde’s malevolence.

The Influence of Victorian Society and Moral



Expectations

Victorian society’s emphasis on propriety and
reputation influences Utterson’s internal conflict.
Admitting to doubts about Jekyll could threaten his
own social standing. Therefore, his internal
struggle is also a reflection of societal pressures
that discourage open questioning and promote the
concealment of uncomfortable truths.

---

Manifestations of Utterson’s Internal Conflict

The Narrative Through Utterson’s Perspective

Most of the novella is narrated through Utterson’s
perspective, which emphasizes his internal doubts
and moral uncertainties. His cautious inquiries into
Hyde’s background and his concern for Jekyll
demonstrate his internal debate—should he act
decisively or remain passive?

The Symbolism of the Will

One of the pivotal moments illustrating his internal
conflict occurs when Utterson discovers Jekyll’s
will, which leaves everything to Hyde in case of
Jekyll’s disappearance or death. This unsettling
document intensifies Utterson’s suspicion and
internal turmoil, as he fears the worst but



struggles to accept it outright.

The Confrontation with Hyde and the Climax

Utterson’s internal conflict reaches its climax when
he confronts Hyde directly and seeks to uncover the
truth about Jekyll’s connection to Hyde. His desire
to protect his friend conflicts with his fear of the
truth, causing a profound internal struggle between
moral duty and emotional loyalty.

---

Analysis of How Stevenson Portrays Utterson’s
Internal Conflict

Literary Techniques Employed

- First-Person Narrative and Internal Monologue:
Stevenson's use of Utterson’s perspective allows
readers to access his innermost thoughts,
highlighting his doubts and moral dilemmas.
- Symbolism: Hyde represents the darker, suppressed
side of Jekyll’s personality, serving as a symbol of
the internal conflict between civility and primal
urges within all humans.
- Juxtaposition: Utterson’s rational, steady
demeanor is contrasted with Hyde’s chaotic and
sinister presence, illustrating the internal battle
between reason and instinct.



The Role of Foreshadowing

Stevenson employs foreshadowing to reflect
Utterson’s internal conflict—clues about Hyde’s
danger and Jekyll’s secret are subtly woven into the
narrative, creating a sense of impending revelation
that Utterson both fears and yearns for.

The Resolution and Its Significance

By the story’s end, Utterson’s internal conflict is
largely resolved through the tragic revelation of
Jekyll’s dual identity. However, his internal
struggle remains a testament to the enduring human
conflict between morality, desire, and self-
awareness. Stevenson suggests that such conflicts
are universal and inescapable, making Utterson a
symbol of the Victorian man’s moral conscience
confronting the darker aspects of human nature.

---

Implications of Utterson’s Internal Conflict

Reflection on Human Nature and Duality

Utterson’s internal conflict exemplifies the broader
theme of duality—our capacity for good and evil
coexisting within us. His struggle indicates that
even the most rational and morally upright
individuals grapple with doubts and darker impulses.



The Limitations of Rationality

Despite his logical approach, Utterson’s internal
conflict underscores the limitations of reason when
faced with complex moral and psychological truths.
Stevenson's portrayal suggests that true
understanding requires more than rational analysis;
it demands emotional and moral insight.

The Victorian Context

In Victorian society, maintaining appearances was
crucial. Utterson’s internal conflict can be seen as
a reflection of societal pressures to suppress
uncomfortable truths and uphold moral facades. His
dilemma highlights the tension between societal
expectations and individual moral integrity.

---

Conclusion

Mr. Utterson’s internal conflict—centered around his
distrust of his own judgment—is a profound element
of Stevenson’s Jekyll and Hyde. It encapsulates the
complexities inherent in human morality, the
struggle to reconcile rational suspicion with
emotional loyalty, and the limitations of perception
when confronting the darker facets of human nature.
Stevenson masterfully portrays this internal battle
through narrative techniques, symbolism, and



character development, making Utterson a compelling
figure whose internal struggles resonate beyond the
Victorian era. Ultimately, his conflict reminds us
that moral clarity is often elusive, and that
understanding ourselves requires grappling with the
ambiguities and contradictions that define human
existence.

Mr Uttersons Internal Conflict Is That He A Is
Afraid Of Mr Jekyll B Distrusts His Own Judgment C

Mr Uttersons Internal Conflict Is That He A Is
Afraid Of Mr Jekyll B Distrusts His Own Judgment C

Related Articles

The Bellwood Company Is Financed Entirely With
Equity. The Company Is Considering A Loan Of $4.9
Million.
The Components Of A Distributed Database Include
The Following: Network Processor, Remote Data
Processor,
On Aircraft Carriers, Catapults Are Used To
Accelerate Jet Aircraft To Flight Speeds In A
Short Distance.

Back to Home

https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/mr-uttersons-internal-conflict-is-that-he-a-is-afraid-of-mr-jekyll-b-distrusts-his-own-judgment-c.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/mr-uttersons-internal-conflict-is-that-he-a-is-afraid-of-mr-jekyll-b-distrusts-his-own-judgment-c.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/the-bellwood-company-is-financed-entirely-with-equity-the-company-is-considering-a-loan-of-4-9-million.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/the-bellwood-company-is-financed-entirely-with-equity-the-company-is-considering-a-loan-of-4-9-million.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/the-bellwood-company-is-financed-entirely-with-equity-the-company-is-considering-a-loan-of-4-9-million.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/the-components-of-a-distributed-database-include-the-following-network-processor-remote-data-processor.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/the-components-of-a-distributed-database-include-the-following-network-processor-remote-data-processor.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/the-components-of-a-distributed-database-include-the-following-network-processor-remote-data-processor.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/on-aircraft-carriers-catapults-are-used-to-accelerate-jet-aircraft-to-flight-speeds-in-a-short-distance.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/on-aircraft-carriers-catapults-are-used-to-accelerate-jet-aircraft-to-flight-speeds-in-a-short-distance.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/on-aircraft-carriers-catapults-are-used-to-accelerate-jet-aircraft-to-flight-speeds-in-a-short-distance.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

