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Read The Excerpt From Chapter 3 Of The Strange Case Of Dr. Jekyll And Mr. Hyde."You Know I Never Approved
to gain a deeper understanding of the complex characters and themes that underpin Robert Louis Stevenson's
classic novel. This pivotal chapter offers insight into the moral conflicts, societal pressures, and mysterious
events that shape the narrative. Exploring this excerpt provides a window into the conflicting identities of Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, as well as the broader implications of duality and human nature.

Understanding the Context of Chapter 3

The Setting and Characters
The third chapter of "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" introduces readers to key characters and
the setting that frames the unfolding mystery. Dr. Henry Jekyll, a respected scientist and physician, grapples
with his dual nature, while Mr. Edward Hyde embodies the darker, unchecked aspects of human personality. The
chapter reveals the societal expectations placed upon Jekyll and his internal struggle to reconcile his public
and private selves.

The Significance of the Excerpt
This excerpt, marked by the phrase "You know I never approved," encapsulates the tension between conformity
and moral opposition. It underscores the themes of moral ambivalence, societal judgment, and the concealment
of true identity. The excerpt serves as a critical piece in understanding how characters navigate their internal
conflicts and external appearances.

Key Themes Explored in the Excerpt

Duality of Human Nature
The excerpt highlights the inherent duality within individuals—a central theme of the novel. Dr. Jekyll’s
creation of Hyde symbolizes the struggle between societal expectations and primal instincts. Stevenson delves
into the idea that good and evil coexist within every person, often hidden beneath a veneer of civility.

Societal Morality and Personal Ethics
The phrase "You know I never approved" reflects a moral stance, possibly indicating disapproval of Hyde's
actions or the darker impulses lurking within Jekyll. This tension questions whether societal morality is
sufficient to suppress innate tendencies or if internal conflict is inevitable.

Repression and the Consequences of Suppression
The excerpt suggests that repression of certain desires or aspects of the self can lead to dangerous outcomes.
Jekyll's attempts to keep Hyde in check ultimately backfire, hinting at the dangers of suppressing one’s true
nature.



Analysis of the Characters in the Excerpt

Dr. Jekyll’s Moral Dilemma
Jekyll’s statement demonstrates his internal conflict and moral disapproval of Hyde. Despite his efforts to
suppress Hyde’s influence, the excerpt hints at the complexities of human morality and the difficulty of
maintaining control over dark impulses.

Mr. Hyde as the Embodiment of Repressed Desires
Hyde represents the unchecked, primal side of Jekyll’s personality. The excerpt’s tone and context emphasize
Hyde’s role as a symbol of temptation, chaos, and moral deviation.

Implications of the Excerpt for the Overall Narrative

Foreshadowing and Tension
The phrase "You know I never approved" foreshadows the eventual unraveling of Jekyll’s carefully
constructed facade. It builds tension by hinting at the impending conflict between his dual identities.

Exploring Moral Responsibility
The excerpt raises questions about accountability—whether Jekyll’s disapproval absolves him of
responsibility or if his internal struggles make him complicit in Hyde’s actions.

Impact on Modern Interpretations of the Novel

Relevance to Psychological Theories
Modern psychology, especially concepts of the id, ego, and superego, find echoes in Jekyll and Hyde’s duality.
The excerpt exemplifies the tension between different parts of the self and the difficulty of moral integration.

Symbolism and Cultural Reflection
The phrase and the chapter as a whole reflect societal fears about repression, the nature of evil, and the
masks individuals wear. Contemporary readers interpret Hyde as a cautionary symbol about unchecked desires
and moral decay.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the Excerpt
The excerpt from Chapter 3 of "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde"—"You know I never
approved"—serves as a powerful lens through which to examine the novel’s core themes. It encapsulates the
internal moral struggle, societal pressures, and the peril of repression that define the characters’ lives. By
analyzing this excerpt, readers gain insight into the complex interplay between good and evil, the masks people
wear, and the consequences of denying one's true nature. Stevenson's exploration remains profoundly relevant
today, reminding us of the delicate balance between our societal personas and our inner selves. Whether viewed
through a literary, psychological, or cultural lens, this excerpt continues to resonate as a compelling
reflection on human duality and moral responsibility.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the phrase 'You know I never approved' in Chapter
3 of The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde?

The phrase reflects Dr. Jekyll's internal conflict and regret over his experiments, indicating his awareness of the
moral and ethical consequences of his actions and hinting at his inability to fully control Hyde.

How does the excerpt reveal Dr. Jekyll’s feelings about his transformation
into Mr. Hyde?

The excerpt shows Jekyll’s remorse and unease, suggesting he is distressed by his dual identity and the darker side
of himself that Hyde represents.

What does the statement 'You know I never approved' suggest about Dr.
Jekyll's relationship with his own experiments?

It implies that Jekyll was reluctant or morally opposed to his scientific pursuits and that his transformation
into Hyde was not entirely intentional or approved by his conscience.

In what way does the excerpt contribute to the overall theme of duality in
the novel?

It emphasizes the conflict between good and evil within a single person, highlighting Jekyll’s regret and the
uncontrollable nature of his darker side, which is central to the novel's exploration of duality.

How does this excerpt foreshadow the eventual consequences of Jekyll’s
experiments?

The regret expressed hints at the destructive and uncontrollable outcomes of his experiments, foreshadowing
how Hyde will ultimately cause harm and threaten Jekyll’s life.

What role does this excerpt play in developing Dr. Jekyll’s character in the
story?

It provides insight into his moral struggles, inner turmoil, and the complexity of his character, making him more
relatable and emphasizing the tragic nature of his dual life.

Additional Resources
Read The Excerpt From Chapter 3 Of The Strange Case Of Dr. Jekyll And Mr. Hyde: "You Know I Never
Approved" is a compelling window into the complex moral and psychological landscape of Robert Louis
Stevenson’s classic novella. This excerpt captures the tension between societal expectations, personal
conscience, and the duality of human nature—central themes that resonate throughout the story. Whether
you're a literature enthusiast, a student analyzing the text, or a casual reader eager to deepen your
understanding, this detailed guide will explore the excerpt's context, themes, characters, and its significance
within the broader narrative.

---

Introduction: The Power of a Short Excerpt



In a story renowned for its exploration of good and evil, the selected excerpt from Chapter 3 stands out as a
pivotal moment that encapsulates the moral ambiguity faced by the characters. The phrase "You Know I Never
Approved" echoes a sense of moral regret or disapproval, hinting at internal conflict and the suppression of
darker impulses. As we delve into this excerpt, we unravel layers of meaning that reveal the novella's enduring
relevance and psychological depth.

---

Contextualizing the Excerpt within the Novel

The Setting of Chapter 3

Chapter 3, titled "Henry Jekyll's Full Statement of the Case," is a crucial chapter where Dr. Jekyll begins to
openly confront the duality within himself. It is here that Jekyll explains his experiments and the emergence of
Hyde, revealing the internal struggle between his respectable self and his darker alter ego.

The Characters Involved

- Dr. Henry Jekyll: A respected scientist and doctor, who seeks to separate his good and evil natures.
- Mr. Edward Hyde: The sinister alter ego of Jekyll, embodying unchecked evil.
- Mr. Utterson: Jekyll’s loyal friend and lawyer, who becomes increasingly suspicious of Hyde and Jekyll’s
secretive behaviors.

---

Dissecting the Excerpt: "You Know I Never Approved"

While the exact wording may vary depending on editions, the phrase "You Know I Never Approved" is emblematic
of Jekyll’s internal remorse or perhaps a defense in conversation. Let’s explore the possible interpretations and
the significance of this line.

1. The Moral Conflict and Suppressed Guilt

Jekyll’s statement suggests a moral stance that he disapproved of Hyde’s actions or existence. It signifies an
internal conflict where Jekyll recognizes the evil within Hyde but has been unable—or unwilling—to fully
suppress it.

- Key Point: The phrase signifies remorse or regret, indicating that Jekyll’s darker side is something he never
consented to or truly accepted.

2. The Role of Society and Respectability

Jekyll’s desire to appear morally upright is central to his character. The phrase reflects his internal struggle
to reconcile his public persona with his suppressed darker impulses.

- Key Point: The line underscores the tension between societal expectations and the hidden truths of human
nature.

3. The Defense or Rationalization

In a conversation, Jekyll might use this phrase to justify his actions or to distance himself from Hyde,
emphasizing that he never approved of Hyde’s deeds.

- Key Point: It can be seen as an attempt to maintain moral integrity in the face of his actions.

---

Thematic Analysis



Understanding the excerpt within the context of larger themes helps deepen its significance.

Duality of Human Nature

Stevenson’s story famously explores the duality within each individual—the struggle between good and evil.

- Application: Jekyll’s disavowal of Hyde highlights the conflict between his moral self and his darker impulses.

The Repression of Desires

The Victorian era’s social constraints often led to repression of desires and urges, a theme vividly portrayed
through Jekyll’s experiments.

- Application: Jekyll’s regret signals the dangers of suppressing natural inclinations, which may manifest in
destructive ways.

Moral Responsibility and Consequences

The excerpt hints at the consequences of tampering with morality and the human psyche.

- Application: Jekyll’s disapproval foreshadows the tragic outcomes of his experiments and internal chaos.

---

Character Analysis

Dr. Henry Jekyll

- Complexity: A man torn between societal expectations and his darker side.
- Motivations: Desire to indulge in forbidden pleasures without damaging his reputation.
- Internal Conflict: The phrase suggests regret and a recognition of moral failure.

Mr. Edward Hyde

- Representation: The embodiment of evil, unrestrained by social morals.
- Relationship with Jekyll: His existence is a secret, yet his influence grows uncontrollably.

Mr. Utterson

- Role: The moral compass and confidant, puzzled by Jekyll’s secretive behavior.
- Interest: Seeks to understand the truth behind Hyde and Jekyll’s relationship.

---

Literary Devices in the Excerpt

Stevenson employs various literary devices to enhance the emotional and thematic impact of the excerpt.

Irony

There is a poignant irony in Jekyll’s disavowal—he created Hyde to satisfy dark desires, yet now he regrets it.

Foreshadowing

The phrase hints at future tragic events, emphasizing Jekyll’s moral decline.

Symbolism

Hyde symbolizes the suppressed evil lurking within every person, while Jekyll’s disapproval underscores the



societal suppression of natural instincts.

---

Broader Significance and Modern Relevance

The themes captured in this excerpt remain relevant today:

- Psychological Complexity: Jekyll’s internal struggle resonates with modern understandings of mental health
and identity.
- Moral Ambiguity: The story challenges the notion of absolute good and evil, inviting readers to reflect on
their own dualities.
- Repression and Consequences: The dangers of repression are still pertinent, especially in discussions around
mental health and societal expectations.

---

Practical Takeaways and Reflection

- Understanding Human Nature: Recognize that everyone has a dual nature, and suppression can lead to
unintended consequences.
- Moral Responsibility: Acknowledge the importance of moral integrity and the dangers of denying or repressing
parts of oneself.
- Literary Appreciation: Appreciate how Stevenson uses language and literary devices to explore complex
psychological themes.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of the Excerpt

The excerpt from Chapter 3 of The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, with its evocative phrase "You
Know I Never Approved," encapsulates the profound internal conflict that defines the story. It invites us to
reflect on the dualities within ourselves—our moral choices, hidden desires, and the repercussions of repression.
As Stevenson masterfully illustrates through his characters and themes, understanding and confronting our
darker sides is an essential part of the human experience.

Whether examined through literary analysis, psychological insight, or moral philosophy, this excerpt remains a
compelling reminder of the complex nature of human identity. It challenges us to consider: how well do we know
ourselves, and what happens when we suppress parts of who we are? The story of Jekyll and Hyde continues to
resonate, offering timeless lessons wrapped in a haunting and beautifully crafted narrative.
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