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Read The Excerpt From "Rebuilding The Cherokee Nation. I Think First Its
Important, Before I Start Talking" offers valuable insights into the ongoing
efforts to restore and strengthen the Cherokee Nation's cultural, political,
and social foundations. This article aims to explore the key themes and
messages conveyed in the excerpt, providing a comprehensive understanding of
the significance of rebuilding the Cherokee Nation in contemporary times.
Through detailed analysis, historical context, and practical implications,
readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the resilience and determination
of the Cherokee people.

Understanding the Context of Rebuilding the
Cherokee Nation

The Historical Background of the Cherokee Nation
The Cherokee Nation has a rich and complex history that stretches back
centuries. Originally inhabiting the southeastern United States, the Cherokee
people have endured numerous challenges, including forced relocations such as
the infamous Trail of Tears, discriminatory policies, and cultural
suppression. Despite these hardships, the Cherokee community has demonstrated
remarkable resilience, preserving their language, traditions, and identity.

Key historical events include:

The Indian Removal Act of 1830, which led to the forced relocation of
thousands of Cherokee people.

The establishment of the Cherokee Nation in Indian Territory (present-
day Oklahoma).

Legal battles such as Worcester v. Georgia, affirming Cherokee
sovereignty.

The impact of U.S. government policies on Cherokee culture and autonomy.

Understanding this history is crucial to appreciating the significance of
current efforts to rebuild and revitalize the Cherokee Nation.



The Modern Movement for Rebuilding
In recent decades, Cherokee leaders and community members have launched
initiatives aimed at cultural preservation, economic development, political
sovereignty, and social cohesion. These efforts include:

Language revitalization programs to teach and preserve Cherokee
language.

Educational initiatives to promote Cherokee history and cultural
awareness.

Legal and political actions to assert sovereignty and treaty rights.

Economic development projects to create employment and sustain community
growth.

The excerpt emphasizes that rebuilding is not just about physical
infrastructure but also about restoring identity, pride, and sovereignty.

Core Themes of "Rebuilding The Cherokee Nation.
I Think First Its Important, Before I Start
Talking"

The Importance of Cultural Preservation
One of the central messages is that cultural preservation forms the
foundation for rebuilding the Cherokee Nation. This includes:

Language revival efforts to ensure future generations speak Cherokee.

Maintaining traditional practices, ceremonies, and arts.

Passing down oral histories and stories that embody Cherokee values.

The excerpt underscores that without a strong cultural identity, rebuilding
efforts may lack authenticity and sustainability.

Political Sovereignty and Self-Determination
Another key theme is the importance of political sovereignty. The Cherokee
Nation seeks to:

Maintain control over their lands and resources.



Negotiate treaties and agreements that benefit their community.

Influence policies affecting their future.

Rebuilding involves asserting their rights as a sovereign nation, free from
external control that historically marginalized them.

Community Engagement and Leadership
Effective rebuilding requires active participation from community members and
strong leadership. The excerpt highlights:

The role of tribal leaders in guiding initiatives.

Community involvement in decision-making processes.

Empowerment of youth and elders to carry forward traditions.

This collective effort ensures that rebuilding is inclusive and rooted in the
community’s needs and aspirations.

Strategies and Initiatives in Rebuilding the
Cherokee Nation

Cultural and Language Revitalization Programs
Efforts to preserve Cherokee language and culture include:

Language immersion schools for children.1.

Digital resources and apps for language learning.2.

Cultural festivals and workshops to celebrate Cherokee traditions.3.

These initiatives help instill pride and ensure cultural continuity.

Economic Development and Infrastructure Projects
Economic revitalization is vital for sustainable rebuilding. Key strategies
include:

Developing gaming and tourism enterprises.

Supporting local businesses through grants and training.



Investing in healthcare, education, and housing infrastructure.

Economic independence enhances the tribe’s capacity for self-governance and
social well-being.

Legal and Political Efforts
Legal actions are central to asserting sovereignty:

Protecting land rights and treaty obligations.

Challenging policies that undermine tribal authority.

Engaging in federal and state policy advocacy.

These efforts aim to secure the legal framework necessary for self-
determination.

Challenges Facing the Rebuilding Process

Historical and Ongoing Discrimination
Despite progress, Cherokee Nation faces challenges such as:

Discrimination and stereotypes.

Legal battles over land and resource rights.

Socioeconomic disparities within the community.

Balancing Tradition and Modernization
Striking a balance between preserving traditions and adapting to modern
realities is complex:

Integrating modern education and technology.

Respecting traditional practices while embracing change.



Resource Limitations and Funding
Rebuilding requires substantial resources:

Securing funding for cultural programs and infrastructure.

Managing economic development sustainably.

The Future of the Cherokee Nation

Goals and Aspirations
The excerpt conveys a hopeful vision for the future, including:

Full cultural revitalization.

Political sovereignty acknowledged and respected.

Economic independence and prosperity.

Strong community bonds and intergenerational continuity.

Role of Education and Youth Engagement
Investing in youth is crucial:

Educational programs focused on Cherokee history and leadership.

Encouraging youth participation in cultural and political initiatives.

Mentoring future leaders to carry forward rebuilding efforts.

How Non-Cherokee Communities Can Support
Rebuilding Efforts
Supporting the Cherokee Nation involves:

Respecting tribal sovereignty and treaties.

Supporting economic development projects.



Promoting awareness and understanding of Cherokee history and culture.

Advocating for policies that uphold Indigenous rights.

Conclusion: Embracing the Spirit of Rebuilding
The excerpt from "Rebuilding The Cherokee Nation. I Think First Its
Important, Before I Start Talking" encapsulates a profound message about
resilience, identity, and collective effort. Rebuilding the Cherokee Nation
is a multifaceted process that requires honoring heritage, asserting
sovereignty, fostering community, and embracing progress. As the Cherokee
people continue their journey of renewal, their story serves as an inspiring
example of perseverance and hope for Indigenous communities worldwide.

By understanding the historical context, core themes, strategies, and ongoing
challenges, readers can better appreciate the significance of this rebuilding
movement. Supporting these initiatives and respecting the Cherokee Nation’s
sovereignty are vital steps toward a future where Cherokee culture
flourishes, and their sovereignty is fully recognized and respected.

---

This comprehensive guide aims to serve both those interested in Indigenous
history and those directly involved in supporting or learning about the
Cherokee Nation’s rebuilding efforts. Through education and awareness, we can
all contribute to honoring and sustaining the rich heritage of the Cherokee
people.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the excerpt from
'Rebuilding The Cherokee Nation'?
The excerpt emphasizes the importance of understanding the history and
challenges faced by the Cherokee Nation before discussing future rebuilding
efforts.

Why does the speaker believe it's important to start
with understanding the past?
Because acknowledging historical struggles and achievements provides a
foundation for meaningful progress and informed decision-making in rebuilding
the community.



What challenges does the Cherokee Nation face today
according to the excerpt?
While the excerpt doesn't specify exact challenges, it suggests ongoing
issues related to cultural preservation, sovereignty, and community
rebuilding efforts.

How does the excerpt reflect the significance of
cultural identity for the Cherokee Nation?
It highlights that understanding and respecting their history is crucial to
strengthening their cultural identity and ensuring future resilience.

What role does history play in the process of
rebuilding the Cherokee Nation?
History serves as a guide, helping to recognize past mistakes and successes,
and shaping strategies for sustainable growth and cultural preservation.

In what ways might this excerpt motivate members of
the Cherokee Nation to participate in rebuilding
efforts?
It encourages individuals to appreciate their heritage first, fostering a
sense of pride and responsibility to contribute to their community's future.

How does the excerpt emphasize the importance of
dialogue and understanding within the Cherokee
community?
By stating that it's important to start with understanding before talking, it
underscores the need for thoughtful communication rooted in shared history
and experiences.

What lessons can other indigenous communities learn
from the perspective shared in this excerpt?
They can learn the value of honoring their history as a foundation for
cultural revitalization and community rebuilding efforts.

Additional Resources
Rebuilding The Cherokee Nation: A Deep Dive into Resilience and Revival

The excerpt from "Rebuilding The Cherokee Nation" offers a compelling glimpse



into the complex journey of a nation striving to reclaim its identity,
sovereignty, and cultural integrity in the face of historical adversity. At
its core, this narrative exemplifies resilience, community cohesion, and the
ongoing efforts to restore a sense of pride and autonomy among the Cherokee
people. In this review, we will explore the themes, historical context,
cultural significance, and contemporary challenges presented in the excerpt,
providing a comprehensive understanding of the Cherokee Nation’s ongoing
revival.

---

Understanding the Historical Context of the
Cherokee Nation

The Forced Relocations and Their Impact

The history of the Cherokee Nation is deeply intertwined with the tumultuous
events of the 19th century, notably the forced removal known as the Trail of
Tears. Between 1838 and 1839, thousands of Cherokee people were forcibly
relocated from their ancestral homelands in the southeastern United States to
present-day Oklahoma. This tragic event resulted in:

- Loss of life: An estimated 4,000 Cherokee died due to exposure, disease,
and starvation during the journey.
- Displacement of communities: Traditional settlements, cultural sites, and
familial ties were severed.
- Legal and political marginalization: The U.S. government’s policies aimed
to dismantle Native sovereignty, imposing treaties and constraints.

The trauma of this forced removal left lasting scars but also sparked
resilience and a desire to rebuild.

The Dawes Act and Assimilation Policies

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, federal policies aimed at
assimilating Native Americans into mainstream American society:

- Dawes Act of 1887: Divided tribal lands into individual allotments,
undermining communal landholdings and tribal sovereignty.
- Boarding Schools: Native children were sent to institutions where they were
forbidden to speak their languages or practice their traditions.

While these policies sought to erase Native identities, they also galvanized
efforts among Cherokee leaders and communities to preserve their culture and



push back against assimilation.

The Revival and Rebuilding of Cherokee Identity

Cultural Preservation and Revitalization

Despite centuries of upheaval, the Cherokee Nation has made significant
strides in cultural revival. Key initiatives include:

- Language Revitalization Programs: Cherokee language classes, immersion
schools, and digital resources aim to preserve and teach the language to new
generations.
- Traditional Arts and Crafts: Reviving crafts such as beadwork, pottery, and
basket weaving to maintain cultural heritage.
- Storytelling and Oral Histories: Documenting and sharing Cherokee stories
to strengthen cultural continuity and pride.

These efforts serve as a foundation for rebuilding a vibrant, living culture
that honors ancestors while adapting to contemporary contexts.

Political Sovereignty and Self-Determination

The Cherokee Nation has actively sought to assert its sovereignty through
various means:

- Legal Recognition: The Cherokee Nation is recognized as a sovereign tribal
government with its own constitution and laws.
- Self-Governance Initiatives: Establishment of tribal courts, law
enforcement, and social services tailored to Cherokee needs.
- Economic Development: Investment in enterprises such as casinos, tourism,
and infrastructure to promote economic independence.

By asserting political sovereignty, the Cherokee Nation aims to create a
sustainable future rooted in self-determination.

Healthcare and Social Services

Rebuilding also encompasses addressing health disparities and providing
comprehensive social services:

- Healthcare Initiatives: Cherokee-run clinics, telemedicine programs, and
health education to combat issues like diabetes and mental health.
- Education and Youth Programs: Scholarships, cultural camps, and mentorship



programs to empower young Cherokee individuals.
- Community Support: Programs addressing housing, employment, and social
welfare to foster resilience.

These services are vital in healing historical wounds and fostering a
thriving community.

Contemporary Challenges Facing the Cherokee
Nation

Legal Battles and Land Rights

Land ownership and sovereignty remain contentious issues:

- Land Claims: Efforts to reclaim ancestral lands and protect tribal
territories from encroachment.
- Legal Disputes: Ongoing litigation over jurisdiction, gaming rights, and
federal recognition.

Navigating these legal landscapes requires strategic diplomacy and unwavering
commitment to sovereignty.

Preserving Language and Culture Amid Modernization

While revitalization efforts are robust, they face hurdles:

- Language Endangerment: The Cherokee language remains endangered, with only
a small percentage of speakers fluent.
- Cultural Assimilation: Modern influences and external pressures threaten
traditional practices.
- Balancing Tradition and Progress: Ensuring cultural preservation while
embracing technological advancements.

Strategic educational programs and community engagement are essential to
overcoming these challenges.

Economic Stability and Development

Economic growth is critical for long-term sustainability:

- Diversification: Moving beyond gaming to other sectors like technology,
education, and healthcare.



- Addressing Poverty: Reducing economic disparities within the Cherokee
population.
- Infrastructure Development: Improving transportation, housing, and internet
connectivity.

A balanced, sustainable economy will empower the Cherokee Nation to maintain
its independence and cultural vitality.

The Role of Community and Leadership in
Rebuilding

Leadership and Vision

Effective leadership has been central to the Cherokee Nation’s revival:

- Visionary Leaders: Advocates who prioritize cultural preservation,
sovereignty, and community well-being.
- Strategic Planning: Long-term initiatives aimed at education, health, and
economic development.

Leadership also involves fostering unity among diverse Cherokee communities
and generations.

Community Engagement and Youth Involvement

Community participation is vital:

- Cultural Events: Powwows, festivals, and storytelling gatherings reinforce
cultural identity.
- Youth Programs: Mentorship, scholarships, and cultural camps ensure future
generations remain connected.
- Digital Outreach: Utilizing social media and online platforms to engage
younger Cherokees and disseminate information.

A strong, involved community sustains the momentum of rebuilding efforts.

Significance of the Excerpt in Broader Context

The excerpt’s emphasis on "I think first its important, before I start
talking" underscores the importance of listening, understanding, and
respecting the voices within the Cherokee community. It highlights that
rebuilding is not just about political or economic measures but also about



honoring the stories, traditions, and perspectives of the people themselves.

The narrative exemplifies:

- Empowerment: Encouraging Cherokee voices to lead their own revival.
- Respect for Tradition: Recognizing that cultural roots are foundational to
resilience.
- Community-Centered Approaches: Emphasizing collective effort over
individual accolades.

This approach offers a blueprint for other Indigenous communities seeking to
reclaim their identities amid modern challenges.

---

Final Thoughts

The excerpt from "Rebuilding The Cherokee Nation" encapsulates a profound
journey of resilience, cultural revival, and sovereignty. It reminds us that
rebuilding a nation is a complex, multifaceted endeavor that requires
honoring history while forging a sustainable future. The Cherokee Nation’s
efforts serve as an inspiring testament to the power of community,
leadership, and cultural pride in overcoming adversity.

In understanding this narrative, we gain not only insight into the Cherokee
experience but also a broader appreciation for the ongoing struggles and
triumphs of Indigenous peoples worldwide. Their story is one of perseverance,
hope, and the unbreakable spirit of a nation determined to reclaim its
rightful place in history and the future.
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