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Read The Following Excerpt From The Gift Of The Magi And Answer The Question.For There Lay The
Combs--the is a poignant opening that immediately captures the reader’s attention and sets the tone for the
entire story. This excerpt is from O. Henry’s renowned short story, "The Gift of the Magi," which explores
themes of love, sacrifice, and the true meaning of giving. In this article, we will delve into the significance
of this excerpt, analyze its context, and answer the question it poses, providing a comprehensive

understanding of the story’s moral and literary value.

Understanding the Context of the Excerpt

The Plot of "The Gift of the Magi"

"The Gift of the Magi" centers around a young married couple, Della and Jim, who are struggling
financially but are deeply in love. As Christmas approaches, they each want to give the other a special gift.

However, their limited resources create a dilemma:

- Della wants to buy a gift for Jim’s prized possession, his pocket watch.

- Jim seeks to buy a gift for Della’s beautiful, long hair.

Their sacrifices lead to a twist that underscores the story’s core message about love and sacrifice.

The Significance of the Excerpt

The phrase "For there lay the combs—the" alludes to a crucial moment in the story, where Della discovers
the combs she wishes to gift Jim. These combs are beautiful and valuable, symbolizing Della’s love and
sacrifice. Conversely, Jim sells his watch to buy the combs, illustrating his devotion. The excerpt
emphasizes the intertwined destinies of the couple and the depth of their love, which is demonstrated

through their sacrifices.



Analyzing the Literary Elements

Symbolism in the Excerpt

The combs symbolize:

- Della’s love and care for Jim.

- The beauty and elegance she wishes to bestow upon him.
Similarly, the pocket watch represents:

- Jim’s devotion and pride.

- The family heritage and tradition.

The exchange and sacrifice of these items highlight the theme that true love often involves giving up

personal possessions for the happiness of the beloved.

Irony and Its Role

O. Henry masterfully employs situational irony:

- The couple sacrifices their most valued possessions to buy gifts that are rendered useless because of their
sacrifices.
- The irony emphasizes that the true value of the gifts lies in the love behind them, not the objects

themselves.

Interpreting the Question and Its Significance

The Question Posed by the Excerpt

The excerpt, "For there lay the combs—the," prompts a question about the significance of the combs and the

context in which they are found. It invites readers to reflect on:

- What the combs represent.
- The circumstances leading to their placement.

- The moral lesson behind the story.



The Moral Lesson of the Story

The story ultimately teaches that:

- True gift-giving involves sacrifice and selflessness.
- Love is demonstrated through actions and willingness to give up personal possessions.

- Material possessions are less important than the intentions behind giving.

Answering the Question: The Significance of the Combs

The Combs as Symbols of Love and Sacrifice

The combs in the story symbolize more than just a beautiful accessory; they embody the couple’s love and
willingness to sacrifice for each other. Della’s desire to buy the combs reflects her love for Jim, and Jim’s
sacrifice of his watch for the combs shows his devotion to Della. The fact that each sacrifices a valuable

possession to buy a gift that the other cannot use highlights the depth of their love.

The Irony and the Lesson

The story’s irony lies in the fact that both gifts become unusable because of the sacrifices made. Yet, this

paradox reinforces the story’s moral:

- The most valuable gifts are those given out of love.

- Sacrifice is the true essence of meaningful giving.

The Broader Implication

The excerpt and the story as a whole serve as a reminder that:

- Material possessions are temporary.
- The true value of a gift is rooted in the love and sacrifice behind it.

- The spirit of giving is about selflessness, not material worth.



SEO Strategies for "The Gift of the Magi" Excerpt Analysis

Keywords to Target

- The Gift of the Magi summary

- The significance of the combs in The Gift of the Magi
- O. Henry's The Gift of the Magi analysis

- Themes in The Gift of the Magi

- Sacrifice in The Gift of the Magi

- Symbolism in short stories

- Meaning of the combs in The Gift of the Magi

Meta Description

Discover the significance of the excerpt "For there lay the combs—the" from O. Henry's "The Gift of the
Magi." Explore themes of love, sacrifice, and symbolism, and learn the story’s moral lesson in this

comprehensive analysis.

Content Optimization Tips

- Use relevant keywords naturally throughout the article.

- Include internal links to related literary analysis articles.

- Incorporate images or infographics illustrating the story’s themes.

- Use descriptive alt text for images to improve search engine visibility.

- Encourage engagement with questions like, "What does sacrifice mean to you?" or "Have you ever given

a gift that symbolized love?"

Conclusion: The Enduring Message of The Gift of the Magi

The excerpt "For there lay the combs—the" encapsulates the heart of O. Henry’s timeless story. It
highlights that the true meaning of gift-giving lies beyond material objects; it resides in selfless love and
sacrifice. Through the symbolic significance of the combs, the story teaches that the most valuable gifts are
those given with genuine affection, even if they are temporarily rendered useless. The story continues to
resonate because it reminds us that love’s greatest expression is sacrifice, and that genuine giving is about

the heart, not possessions.



Understanding this excerpt and its context enriches our appreciation of the story and its enduring moral.
Whether you are a student, teacher, or literary enthusiast, reflecting on the significance of the combs and

the sacrifices made by Della and Jim offers profound insights into the true nature of love and giving.

Meta Tags & SEO Keywords:

- Read The Following Excerpt From The Gift Of The Magi
- The Gift of the Magi analysis

- Symbolism in The Gift of the Magi

- Themes of sacrifice and love

- O. Henry short stories

- Moral lessons in literature

- Christmas stories about love

- Literary analysis of The Gift of the Magi

If you want a deeper understanding of the story or explore similar themes in other literary works, feel
free to browse our comprehensive literature analysis articles. Embrace the spirit of selfless giving and

remember that the most meaningful gifts are those given from the heart.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the phrase 'For there lay the combs—the' in
the excerpt from 'The Gift of the Magi'?

The phrase highlights the moment when Della notices the combs she has gifted Jim, emphasizing the
emotional value and the irony of their sacrifices, as both have sold their most prized possessions to buy gifts

for each other.

How does the excerpt reflect the theme of selfless love in "The Gift of the
Magi'?

The mention of the combs symbolizes the sacrifices Jim and Della make for each other, illustrating their
willingness to give up their most valued possessions out of love, which underscores the story's central

theme of selfless giving.



What do the combs symbolize in the context of the story?

The combs symbolize love, sacrifice, and the emotional value placed on personal possessions, representing

the characters' willingness to part with their prized belongings to show their affection.

Why does the author focus on the combs in this excerpt?

Focusing on the combs highlights their importance as a cherished gift and serves as a symbol of the

characters' sacrifices, underscoring the story's message about the true meaning of giving.

How does the excerpt demonstrate irony in the story?

The irony lies in both Jim and Della selling their most valuable possessions to buy gifts for each other, only

to find that the gifts are now useless because of their sacrifices—highlighting the depth of their love.

‘What can readers learn about the characters through the details about the

combs in the excerpt?

Readers learn that Della values beauty and elegance, as represented by the combs, and that both characters

are willing to make personal sacrifices, demonstrating their deep love and devotion.

How does this excerpt set the tone for the rest of the story?

It establishes a tone of tenderness and sacrifice, emphasizing the emotional depth of the characters' love and

the story's focus on selfless giving.

In what way does the excerpt highlight the story's message about

material possessions versus love?

By focusing on the combs—valuable material possessions—the excerpt underscores that love and sacrifice
are more meaningful than material wealth, as both characters are willing to give up their prized items for

each other.

‘What role does symbolism play in the excerpt from "The Gift of the
Magi'?

The combs serve as a symbol of love, sacrifice, and the characters’ willingness to give up their possessions,

reinforcing the story's theme that true gift-giving involves selflessness.

How does the excerpt exemplify the story's message about the true



meaning of giving?

It exemplifies that the greatest gifts come from selfless acts of love and sacrifice, rather than material value,

illustrating that the thought and intention behind a gift are what truly matter.

Additional Resources

Read The Following Excerpt From The Gift Of The Magi And Answer The Question.For There Lay The
Combs--the: An In-Depth Literary Analysis

Introduction: The Power of Sacrifice in "The Gift of the Magi"

"The Gift of the Magi," a celebrated short story by O. Henry, is renowned for its poignant exploration of
love, sacrifice, and the true spirit of giving. The excerpt "For There Lay The Combs--the" is a pivotal
moment within this narrative, capturing the emotional climax that underscores the depth of the
protagonists’ devotion. Analyzing this excerpt provides insight into the story’s overarching themes and the

literary techniques employed by O. Henry to evoke empathy and reflection.

Contextual Background: Setting the Scene for the Excerpt
The Story's Premise

Della and Jim, a young married couple, are characterized by their modest means but abundant love. As
Christmas approaches, Della wishes to buy Jim a special gift to show her affection. Her dilemma revolves
around her limited savings, which she intends to invest in a meaningful present. The excerpt in question
occurs after both characters have made significant sacrifices—Della sells her treasured long hair to buy Jim a

chain for his pocket watch, while Jim sells his heirloom watch to purchase combs for Della’s hair.
Significance of the Excerpt

The moment "For There Lay The Combs--the" marks the culmination of their mutual sacrifices. It reflects
the bittersweet realization that their gifts are now rendered useless, yet their love remains unshaken. This

paradox encapsulates the core message of the story: the true value of gift-giving lies not in the material

objects but in the selfless love behind them.

Literary Analysis of the Excerpt



The Use of Irony

Situational Irony

O. Henry masterfully employs situational irony—the unexpected twist that occurs when the characters'
sacrifices cancel out each other's gifts. The excerpt highlights this irony vividly; Della’s exquisite hair, sold
to buy Jim a chain, is now incompatible with the combs, which Jim has sold his watch to acquire. The
phrase "For There Lay The Combs" emphasizes the unexpected reality that the combs, intended for Della’s
hair, are now useless because her hair is gone.

Thematic Irony

This irony underscores the story's central theme: the nobility of self-sacrifice. Both characters give up their
most prized possessions out of love, illustrating that their sacrifices are more valuable than the material gifts
themselves.

Symbolism in the Excerpt

The Combs

The combs symbolize Della’s beauty and her desire to present herself elegantly for Jim. They also
represent her hope for the future, her aspirations, and her love expressed through her grooming. When
she sells her hair to buy the combs, it signifies her willingness to sacrifice her vanity for her husband's
happiness.

The Hair

Della’s hair, described as "luxurious” and "long," is a symbol of her identity and femininity. Its removal

signifies a profound personal sacrifice for love, reinforcing the depth of her devotion.
The Emotional Tone
The phrase "For There Lay The Combs" evokes a sense of poignant irony and tenderness. It invites readers

to reflect on the tragic yet noble circumstances of the characters, emphasizing that love often involves

sacrifice that may seem tragic but is ultimately admirable.

Thematic Significance

Sacrifice and Selflessness

The excerpt exemplifies the theme that true love requires sacrifice. Della and Jim’s actions demonstrate



their willingness to give up their most cherished possessions for each other’s happiness, embodying the

ideal of selfless love.

The Value of Gifts and Love

O. Henry suggests that the material value of gifts is secondary to the love and thoughtfulness behind them.
The irony of their gifts being rendered useless underscores that the true gift is their willingness to
sacrifice.

Irony as a Reflection of Human Nature

The story uses irony not just for surprise but to reflect on human nature's capacity for love and sacrifice.

The characters’ sacrifices highlight that genuine love involves giving without expectation of reciprocation

in material terms.

Literary Techniques and Their Effects

Narrative Style

O. Henry’s colloquial and accessible narrative style invites readers into the intimate world of Della and Jim.

The tone balances tenderness with irony, creating a compelling emotional landscape.

Use of Irony

As previously discussed, irony operates on multiple levels—situational, thematic, and structural. This

layered irony enhances the story's emotional impact and underscores its moral lesson.

Symbolism and Motifs

The combs, the watch, and Della’s hair serve as potent symbols, each representing different facets of love,

sacrifice, and identity. Repeated motifs of sacrifice and irony reinforce the story’s message.

Critical Analysis: The Excerpt's Role in the Narrative

Emotional Climax

This excerpt captures the story's emotional climax—the realization of the sacrifices made and the

recognition of love’s true value. It prompts readers to ponder the meaning of giving and the nature of love.



Moral and Ethical Reflection

O. Henry’s story encourages reflection on the ethics of sacrifice. It challenges readers to consider whether

material possessions are truly important or whether love’s intangible qualities hold greater significance.
Cultural Impact

"The Gift of the Magi" has become an enduring symbol of Christmas and altruism. The excerpt "For There
Lay The Combs" exemplifies the enduring lesson that love’s greatest gift is selflessness, resonating across

cultures and generations.

Conclusion: The Enduring Message

The excerpt "For There Lay The Combs--the" encapsulates the essence of O. Henry’s "The Gift of the
Magi": that love’s noblest expression involves sacrifice, and that the true value of a gift lies in the love and
thought behind it. Through irony, symbolism, and emotional depth, the story remains a powerful
testament to the human capacity for selfless love. Its message continues to inspire readers worldwide,
reminding us that sometimes, the greatest gifts are those that cost us the most—yet give us the most in

return: love, understanding, and connection.

In sum, this excerpt offers a profound reflection on the paradoxes of love and sacrifice, illustrating that in

giving, we often receive the greatest gift—an affirmation of the enduring human spirit.
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