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The Gettysburg Address is one of the most famous speeches in American history, delivered by President
Abraham Lincoln during the American Civil War on November 19, 1863. It was given at the dedication of
the Soldiers’ National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, following the pivotal Battle of Gettysburg,
which marked a turning point in the conflict. Lincoln’s speech, though brief—just about two minutes—has
resonated through centuries, encapsulating the core ideals of equality, liberty, and national unity. To truly
appreciate its significance, it’s essential to analyze its content, historical context, and enduring impact. In this
article, we will explore the excerpt from Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, interpret its meaning, and then
answer the question that naturally follows, deepening our understanding of this profound piece of
American rhetoric.

Historical Context of the Gettysburg Address

The Civil War and Its Impact
The Civil War (1861–1865) was a tumultuous period in American history, primarily fought over issues of
slavery, states’ rights, and national unity. The battle of Gettysburg, fought from July 1 to July 3, 1863,
resulted in a significant Union victory, but also the loss of thousands of soldiers’ lives. The aftermath of this
battle prompted calls for a dedication to honor those who fought and died defending the Union.

The Significance of the Dedication Ceremony
The dedication of the cemetery was meant to commemorate the fallen soldiers and symbolize the nation’s
commitment to the cause of liberty. President Lincoln’s speech was delivered at this ceremony, aiming to
reaffirm the principles upon which the nation was founded and to inspire the living to continue the fight
for equality and justice.

Analyzing the Excerpt from the Gettysburg Address

While the full speech is brief, some key passages encapsulate Lincoln’s message. Here is an excerpt often



cited:

> "Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in
Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal."

Let’s break down the core elements of this excerpt:

The Opening: Setting the Historical Tone
Lincoln begins by referencing “four score and seven years ago”—which is 87 years prior to 1863, or 1776,
the year of American independence. This establishes a historical continuum, linking the founding of the
nation to the present moment.

The Emphasis on Liberty and Equality
Lincoln highlights that the nation was “conceived in Liberty” and “dedicated to the proposition that all men
are created equal.” These principles are fundamental to American identity and serve as the moral
foundation for the Union’s cause in the Civil War.

The Call to Action
Though the excerpt doesn’t include the entire speech, Lincoln’s words serve as a rallying cry to preserve
the Union and ensure that the principles of liberty and equality endure.

The Enduring Significance of Lincoln’s Words

Reaffirming American Ideals
Lincoln’s speech succinctly reaffirms the core values of the nation—freedom, equality, and unity. His
emphasis on “all men are created equal” was particularly powerful given the ongoing struggle over
slavery.

Inspiring Unity and Sacrifice
By paying tribute to the soldiers who fought and died, Lincoln urges Americans to dedicate themselves to
the unfinished work of ensuring that “government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.”



The Speech’s Legacy
The Gettysburg Address has become a symbol of national identity, inspiring generations to uphold the
ideals of democracy. Its concise yet profound language continues to influence political discourse and civil
rights movements.

Answering the Question: Why Is This Excerpt Still Relevant
Today?

Understanding the timeless relevance of Lincoln’s words involves examining how the themes of liberty,
equality, and national unity resonate in contemporary society.

Lessons on Equality and Human Rights
Lincoln’s assertion that “all men are created equal” remains central to ongoing struggles for civil rights and
social justice. It reminds us that the pursuit of equality is a continuous process, requiring vigilance and
effort.

The Importance of Preserving Democracy
Lincoln’s call to ensure that “government of the people, by the people, for the people” endures underscores
the importance of active civic engagement and safeguarding democratic institutions amid modern
challenges.

Unity in Diversity
The speech advocates for unity despite differences, emphasizing that a nation committed to liberty and
equality can overcome divisions—an enduring message in increasingly diverse societies.

Practical Applications of Lincoln’s Principles Today

To apply the lessons from Lincoln’s excerpt in today’s context, consider the following:

Promote Civic Education: Encourage understanding of constitutional principles and history to foster
informed citizenship.



Advocate for Equality: Support policies and initiatives aimed at reducing disparities and promoting
social justice.

Engage in Community Service: Contribute to efforts that strengthen community bonds and uphold
democratic values.

Participate in Elections and Civic Discourse: Exercise your right to vote and voice opinions to
influence positive change.

Conclusion: Reflecting on Lincoln’s Words and Their Impact

The excerpt from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address encapsulates a powerful vision for America—one
rooted in liberty, equality, and unity. Nearly 160 years after it was delivered, these themes continue to
resonate, reminding us of the ongoing journey toward a more perfect union. By understanding the
historical context, analyzing its message, and applying its principles today, we honor Lincoln’s legacy and
contribute to the realization of the ideals he championed. Whether in debates over civil rights, democratic
participation, or national identity, Lincoln’s words remain a guiding light, urging us all to dedicate
ourselves to the enduring principles of freedom and equality for all.

---

Ready to deepen your understanding? Reflect on how Lincoln’s message relates to contemporary issues
and consider your role in shaping a more just society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address
excerpt?
The main purpose is to honor the soldiers who fought and emphasize the importance of preserving the
Union and the principles of equality and liberty.

How does Lincoln describe the founding of the United States in this
excerpt?
Lincoln highlights that the nation was conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are
created equal.



What tone does Lincoln use in this excerpt of his speech?
Lincoln uses a solemn and respectful tone to honor the fallen soldiers and reaffirm the nation's commitment
to its ideals.

Why does Lincoln emphasize the importance of a 'new birth of freedom'
in this excerpt?
He emphasizes it to underscore the need to continue striving for equality and to honor the sacrifices made
by soldiers to ensure those ideals endure.

What is Lincoln urging the living to do after recounting the sacrifices of
the fallen?
He urges them to dedicate themselves to the unfinished work of ensuring that those who died did not die
in vain and to uphold the nation's ideals.

In what way does Lincoln's speech reflect the values of democracy?
It reflects democratic values by emphasizing equality, sacrifice for the nation, and the importance of
government by the people.

How does Lincoln evoke a sense of unity in this excerpt?
He calls for a collective dedication to the cause and reminds the audience that they are part of a nation
united by shared principles and sacrifices.

What is the significance of the phrase 'all men are created equal' in this
excerpt?
It underscores the core American belief in equality, which the Civil War was fought to preserve and
advance.

How does Lincoln's speech aim to inspire future generations?
It inspires future generations to continue the work of preserving the nation and its ideals through
dedication and sacrifice.

What historical event is directly associated with the excerpt from



Lincoln's Gettysburg Address?
The excerpt is associated with the Battle of Gettysburg during the American Civil War, a turning point in
the conflict.

Additional Resources
Read This Excerpt From Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address And Then Answer The Question That
Follows: A Deep Dive into One of America's Most Revered Speeches

The Gettysburg Address remains one of the most iconic and influential speeches in American history.
Delivered by President Abraham Lincoln during the American Civil War on November 19, 1863, it
encapsulates the nation's ideals, sacrifices, and renewed commitment to equality and unity. Analyzing this
brief yet profound speech allows us to understand the core values that have shaped the United States and
how Lincoln's words continue to resonate today. In this guide, we will explore the historical context,
dissect the key excerpt, and offer insights into how to approach questions that follow such a reading.

---

The Historical Context of the Gettysburg Address

Before diving into the excerpt itself, it’s essential to appreciate the circumstances under which Lincoln
delivered this speech. The Battle of Gettysburg, fought from July 1 to July 3, 1863, was a turning point in
the Civil War, marking the Union's significant victory over the Confederacy. The battle resulted in
staggering casualties, and the site was chosen for a national cemetery to honor fallen soldiers.

Lincoln's speech was delivered at the dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery, just four and a half
months after the battle. Its purpose was to honor those who fought and died for the cause of liberty and to
reaffirm the principles of human equality enshrined in the Declaration of Independence. The speech,
though brief—just about two minutes long—crafted a powerful message that would transcend its immediate
context.

---

Dissecting the Excerpt: A Close Reading

While the entire speech is notable, many focus on its most famous lines:

> "Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in
Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal."

Let's break down this excerpt to understand its significance and rhetoric.



1. "Four score and seven years ago"

- Meaning: Lincoln refers to 87 years prior (a "score" is 20 years; four scores = 80, plus 7 = 87).
- Historical reference: The Declaration of Independence was signed in 1776, which is approximately 87
years before 1863.
- Purpose: This opening creates a historical link, connecting the present struggle to the founding principles
of the nation.

2. "Our fathers brought forth on this continent"

- Meaning: Refers to the founding fathers of the United States, emphasizing the lineage and legacy of the
nation.
- Implication: Lincoln positions the current moment as a continuation of the American revolutionary ideals.

3. "A new nation, conceived in Liberty"

- Meaning: The United States was established based on the principle of freedom.
- Significance: It underscores the ideological foundation that differentiates the U.S. from colonial rule.

4. "And dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal."

- Meaning: The core belief in equality, rooted in the Declaration of Independence.
- Context: This statement emphasizes that the nation’s founding principle is the equality of all people,
which the Civil War was testing.

---

Broader Themes in the Gettysburg Address

Lincoln's speech weaves several themes that remain relevant:

- Unity and National Purpose: The address emphasizes the importance of preserving the Union and
honoring the sacrifices made.
- Reaffirmation of Equality: Lincoln underscores the nation's foundational belief that all men are created
equal—a principle challenged by slavery and war.
- Dedication to a "New Birth of Freedom": Though not explicitly in this excerpt, Lincoln later references
the need for a "new birth of freedom" to ensure that government of the people remains alive.

---

How to Approach Questions Following Such An Excerpt

When tasked with answering questions after reading an excerpt from the Gettysburg Address, consider



the following strategies:

1. Identify the Main Idea

- What is Lincoln emphasizing? (e.g., the nation's founding principles, the sacrifices made, the importance
of unity)
- How does the excerpt reflect Lincoln's purpose?

2. Analyze Language and Rhetoric

- Look for literary devices: repetition, parallelism, alliteration, metaphors.
- For example, "Four score and seven years ago" employs a formal, poetic tone, emphasizing history.

3. Connect to Broader Historical Context

- How does the excerpt relate to the Civil War, slavery, or American ideals?
- Recognize Lincoln’s goal of inspiring unity and reminding Americans of their shared values.

4. Interpret the Significance

- Why is this excerpt memorable? What does it symbolize?
- How does it serve to motivate the nation?

---

Sample Questions and How to Answer Them

Q1: What is the significance of Lincoln referring to "Four score and seven years ago"?

A: Lincoln uses this phrase to anchor his speech in the nation's founding, specifically referencing the
Declaration of Independence. It links the current Civil War to the original ideals of liberty and equality,
emphasizing that the nation was built on these principles and must continue to uphold them.

Q2: How does Lincoln appeal to his audience in this excerpt?

A: Lincoln appeals to shared history and values, invoking the founding fathers and the founding principles
of liberty and equality. His use of formal, poetic language elevates the speech, inspiring a sense of patriotism
and moral duty.

Q3: What does the phrase "all men are created equal" suggest about Lincoln’s views?

A: It reflects Lincoln’s belief in fundamental human equality, which was central to the Union’s cause and a
principle that challenged the institution of slavery. It signifies the moral backbone of his leadership and



vision for the nation.

---

Final Thoughts: The Enduring Power of Lincoln’s Words

The Gettysburg Address exemplifies the power of concise, impactful language to inspire and unify.
Lincoln’s ability to distill complex ideas into memorable phrases has cemented his speech as a cornerstone of
American identity. When reading excerpts like the one discussed, understanding historical context,
analyzing rhetorical devices, and connecting themes to contemporary values are essential skills.

Whether for academic purposes, personal enrichment, or civic understanding, engaging deeply with
Lincoln’s words enables us to appreciate the enduring principles of freedom, equality, and national
unity—values that continue to shape the United States today.

---

In conclusion, reading and analyzing this excerpt from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address provides
invaluable insight into the nation’s founding ideals, the gravity of sacrifice during the Civil War, and the
enduring call for unity and equality. Approaching such texts with a critical, reflective mindset ensures a
richer understanding of history and the enduring legacy of Lincoln’s leadership.
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