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When it comes to managing finances and making purchasing decisions, understanding proportions
and problem-solving are essential skills. In this article, we will explore a scenario involving Samuel
and Jason, who decide to spend three-fourths of their combined earnings from a specific
day—Wednesday—to buy a gift. Through this problem, we aim to develop a systematic approach to
solving real-world financial questions, emphasizing clarity, calculation, and reasoning.

---

Understanding the Scenario

Before diving into the calculations, it is crucial to understand the key elements of the problem:

- Samuel and Jason have earnings from Wednesday, which together sum up to a certain amount.
- They decide to spend a specific fraction—three-fourths (¾)—of their combined earnings.
- The purpose of their expenditure is to purchase a gift.
- The problem may provide additional details, such as the cost of the gift or individual earnings, which
we will analyze and interpret.

---

Breaking Down the Problem: Step-by-Step Approach

To effectively solve this problem, follow these steps:

1. Identify the Known Values:
- Total combined earnings from Wednesday.
- Fraction of earnings to be spent (3/4).
- Cost of the gift (if provided).

2. Determine the Total Combined Earnings:
- If not given directly, calculate based on other information such as individual earnings.

3. Calculate the Amount Spent:
- Multiply the total earnings by ¾ to find out how much money they spent.

4. Assess Remaining Funds:



- Subtract the spent amount from the total earnings to see how much money is left.

5. Answer Additional Questions:
- For example, if asked about individual contributions or remaining funds, deduce accordingly.

---

Example Problem and Solution

Let’s consider a concrete example to illustrate this process:

Problem Statement:

Samuel and Jason earned $120 combined on Wednesday. They decided to spend three-fourths of their
earnings to buy a gift. How much money did they spend, and how much money remains?

---

Step 1: Known Values

- Combined earnings: $120
- Fraction spent: ¾

---

Step 2: Calculate the Spending Amount

\[
\text{Amount spent} = \text{Total earnings} \times \frac{3}{4} = 120 \times \frac{3}{4}
\]

\[
= 120 \times 0.75 = 90
\]

Therefore, Samuel and Jason spent $90 on the gift.

---

Step 3: Calculate Remaining Funds

\[
\text{Remaining funds} = \text{Total earnings} - \text{Amount spent} = 120 - 90 = 30



\]

Remaining money after purchase: $30.

---

Exploring Variations and Additional Questions

This basic framework can be adapted to different scenarios or more complex questions.

Scenario 1: If the price of the gift is known

Suppose the gift costs $75. Can Samuel and Jason afford it using three-fourths of their earnings?

Solution:

- Check if three-fourths of their earnings covers $75:

\[
\text{3/4 of earnings} = 120 \times \frac{3}{4} = 90
\]

- Since $90 > $75, they can afford the gift with some money left over.

- Remaining funds after purchase:

\[
90 - 75 = 15
\]

- Total remaining funds after the purchase:

\[
\text{Remaining from total} = 120 - 75 = 45
\]

Note: They spend $75 (which is less than ¾ of their earnings), but since they designated to spend ¾,
they might choose to spend only that amount.

---

Scenario 2: If individual earnings are known

Suppose Samuel earned $70 and Jason earned $50 on Wednesday. How much did each contribute to
the gift if they pooled their money, and they spent three-fourths of their combined earnings?



Solution:

- Total combined earnings:

\[
70 + 50 = 120
\]

- Total amount spent:

\[
120 \times \frac{3}{4} = 90
\]

- Since they pooled their money, the contribution from each is proportional to their earnings:

\[
\text{Samuel's share} = \frac{70}{120} \times 90 = \frac{7}{12} \times 90 = 52.50
\]

\[
\text{Jason's share} = \frac{50}{120} \times 90 = \frac{5}{12} \times 90 = 37.50
\]

Thus, Samuel contributed $52.50, and Jason contributed $37.50.

---

Key Concepts and Tips for Problem Solving

- Proportional reasoning: Understanding how to split or allocate amounts based on ratios or fractions.
- Basic arithmetic skills: Multiplication, division, subtraction.
- Unit consistency: Ensuring all monetary values are in the same units.
- Logical interpretation: Relating the fraction of earnings to actual dollar amounts.

---

Practical Applications

Understanding such problems is not only academically relevant but also vital in real-life situations
like:

- Budget planning
- Savings management
- Gift budgeting
- Financial decision-making



By mastering the problem-solving steps outlined above, individuals can confidently approach similar
financial questions.

---

Conclusion

The scenario involving Samuel and Jason spending three-fourths of their combined earnings from
Wednesday to buy a gift exemplifies essential problem-solving skills. Breaking down the problem
systematically—identifying knowns, performing calculations, and interpreting results—allows for clear
and accurate solutions. Whether dealing with simple totals or complex proportional distributions, the
principles discussed here serve as a foundation for effective financial reasoning and decision-making.

Remember: Always clarify what information is given and what is required, approach calculations step-
by-step, and verify your answers to ensure accuracy in real-world applications.

Frequently Asked Questions

Samuel and Jason earn a combined amount. If they spend
three-fourths of their earnings from Wednesday to buy a gift,
how much money did they spend if their combined earnings
are $120?
They spent (3/4) × $120 = $90 on the gift.

If Samuel earns $60 and Jason earns $80, what fraction of
their combined earnings is spent on the gift? How much do
they spend in total?
Their combined earnings are $60 + $80 = $140. They spend three-fourths of this amount: (3/4) ×
$140 = $105.

Suppose after buying the gift, Samuel has $15 left from his
earnings, and Jason has $25 left. If they spent three-fourths
of their combined earnings, what was their total earning from
Wednesday?
Total earnings = total spent + leftover money = $ (unknown). First, sum leftovers: $15 + $25 = $40.
Since they spent three-fourths of their earnings, total earnings = (total spent) / (3/4) = total spent ×
(4/3). But total spent = total earnings - leftovers, so we need to set up an equation: total spent =
(3/4) × total earnings, and total earnings = total spent + leftovers. Solving these gives total earnings
of $120.



If Samuel and Jason decide to buy a gift costing $75, and they
spent three-fourths of their combined earnings from
Wednesday, what was their total combined earning?
Total combined earning = total spent / (3/4) = $75 / (3/4) = $75 × (4/3) = $100.

After spending three-fourths of their combined earnings on a
gift, Samuel and Jason decide to split the remaining money
equally. If the remaining amount is $25, what was their total
combined earning?
Remaining money = (1/4) of total earnings = $25, so total earnings = $25 × 4 = $100.

If Samuel earns twice as much as Jason, and together they
spend three-fourths of their combined earnings from
Wednesday, what is the amount Samuel earned if their total
earnings are $160?
Let Jason's earnings be J, then Samuel's earnings = 2J. Total earnings: 2J + J = 3J = $160, so J =
$160/3 ≈ $53.33, Samuel earned 2 × $53.33 ≈ $106.67.

Additional Resources
Problem Solving: How Samuel and Jason Strategically Spent Three-Fourths of Their Combined
Earnings from Wednesday to Purchase a Thoughtful Gift

---

Introduction

In the world of personal finance and responsible spending, the story of Samuel and Jason offers an
insightful case study. Their decision to allocate three-fourths of their combined earnings from a single
day to buy a gift showcases a blend of financial reasoning, prioritization, and problem-solving skills.
This detailed review will dissect their approach, exploring the motivations, calculations, challenges,
and lessons embedded in their spending decision.

---

Context and Background

Before delving into the specifics, understanding the context is essential:

- Who are Samuel and Jason?
They are two friends or colleagues who earned a combined income on Wednesday—perhaps through
wages, freelance work, or sales.



- What was the occasion?
The gift was likely for a special event—such as a birthday, anniversary, or a gesture of
appreciation—necessitating a significant expenditure.

- Financial Standing
Their combined earnings from Wednesday formed the basis of their spending plan, which was
substantial enough to cover three-fourths of their total earnings for the day.

---

The Core Problem: Allocating Funds Wisely

The central problem they faced was how to allocate their earnings efficiently—specifically, how to
decide the appropriate amount to spend on the gift without jeopardizing their financial stability or
neglecting other responsibilities.

Key Challenges:

- Ensuring they had enough funds for essential expenses (bills, food, savings).
- Deciding whether spending three-fourths of their earnings was justified.
- Selecting an appropriate gift within their budget constraints.
- Managing the emotional and social implications of their decision.

---

Step 1: Assessing Total Earnings

Critical to any problem-solving process is understanding the magnitude of the resources involved.
Samuel and Jason needed to determine their total combined earnings from Wednesday:

- Let’s denote their combined earnings as E.
- The amount they spent on the gift is (3/4) E.
- The remaining (1/4) E is reserved for other expenses or savings.

Why is this assessment important?

- It helps to establish the budget.
- It prevents overspending.
- It informs the choice of gift—luxury versus affordable options.

---

Step 2: Prioritizing Financial Responsibilities

Before making any purchase, they should evaluate their other financial commitments:

- Fixed Expenses: Rent or mortgage, utilities, insurance.
- Variable Expenses: Food, transportation, personal needs.
- Savings and Investments: Emergency fund, retirement, education.

Approach to prioritization:



- List all expenses: Create a detailed budget.
- Subtract fixed expenses: Ensure these are covered first.
- Determine disposable income: What remains after essentials?

Implication:

If three-fourths of their earnings are allocated to the gift, they must confirm that their remaining
income suffices for their ongoing commitments. If not, this spending plan would be unsustainable.

---

Step 3: Calculating the Gift Budget

Given their total earnings E, the gift budget is:

Gift Budget = (3/4) E

Suppose they earned $800 collectively:

- Gift Budget = (3/4) $800 = $600

Remaining funds = $200

Questions they should ask:

- Is $600 an appropriate amount for the gift?
This depends on the occasion's significance and their relationships.

- Can they find a meaningful gift within this budget?
They should research options—personalized items, experiences, or high-quality products—that fit
within this range.

Potential pitfalls:

- Overspending on the gift at the expense of their financial health.
- Underspending and missing the opportunity to give a memorable gift.

---

Step 4: Analyzing the Problem Using Problem-Solving Strategies

To approach this challenge methodically, Samuel and Jason could utilize structured problem-solving
techniques:

1. Define the Goal

- To purchase a meaningful, appropriate gift using three-fourths of their Wednesday earnings.

2. Gather Information

- Total earnings for the day.



- Necessary expenses and savings.
- Possible gift options and costs.

3. Generate Alternatives

- Different gift options within various price points.
- Saving a smaller percentage for the gift if necessary.
- Combining funds with other friends or family for a larger gift.

4. Evaluate Options

- Affordability: Does the gift fit within the budget?
- Significance: Does it convey the intended sentiment?
- Practicality: Is it something the recipient will appreciate?

5. Make a Decision

- Choose the most appropriate gift that aligns with their financial capacity.

6. Implement and Review

- Purchase the selected gift.
- Ensure other financial obligations are met.
- Reflect on the decision-making process to improve future spending plans.

---

Step 5: Emotional and Ethical Considerations

Beyond numbers, emotional intelligence and ethics play roles:

- Authenticity: Does spending three-fourths of their earnings seem genuine or excessive?
- Recipient's Expectations: Will the gift be appreciated, or could it cause discomfort?
- Financial Responsibility: Is this expenditure sustainable? Will it affect their future financial health?

Balancing generosity with prudence is key. Sometimes, a heartfelt gesture can be more meaningful
than a costly gift.

---

Step 6: Lessons Learned from Their Approach

Their scenario imparts valuable lessons:

- The importance of budgeting: Knowing your total income helps prevent financial strain.
- Prioritization: Recognizing what matters most ensures responsible spending.
- Problem-solving skills: Breaking down the decision into manageable steps leads to better outcomes.
- Emotional intelligence: Considering the recipient's feelings enhances the value of the gift.

---



Practical Recommendations for Similar Situations

- Set a percentage limit: For instance, allocate no more than 50% of your earnings to gifts to maintain
balance.
- Plan ahead: Avoid last-minute, emotionally driven purchases.
- Research thoroughly: Explore options within your budget.
- Communicate: If funds are tight, consider alternative gestures like handmade gifts or experiences.
- Reflect on priorities: Remember that the value of a gift lies in the thought, not its price.

---

Conclusion

Samuel and Jason's decision to spend three-fourths of their combined earnings from Wednesday to
buy a gift exemplifies thoughtful problem-solving. By assessing their total income, prioritizing their
expenses, calculating an appropriate budget, and considering emotional factors, they demonstrate
responsible financial behavior. Their story underscores the importance of strategic planning,
emotional intelligence, and ethical considerations in personal financial decisions.

In essence, their approach serves as a model for anyone facing similar dilemmas—highlighting that
with careful analysis and mindful choices, one can balance generosity with financial stability.
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