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Understanding Edgar Allan Poe’s "The Cask of Amontillado" requires careful
analysis of its passages and underlying themes. One standout component is the
passage titled "Against The New Masonry," which provides significant insight
into the story’'s themes of revenge, pride, and the symbolism of masonry. When
approaching this passage, it is essential to select the correct inference, as
it reveals the narrator Montresor’s motives, worldview, and the story’s
deeper meaning. This article will guide you through a comprehensive analysis
of the passage, helping you make an informed inference that aligns with Poe’s
narrative and thematic intent.

Understanding the Context of "Against The New
Masonry"

The Significance of Masonry in the Passage

The mention of masonry in Poe’s story alludes both literally and
metaphorically to the art of stonework and the social institution of
Freemasonry. In the story, Montresor’s critique of "The New Masonry" likely
symbolizes the superficiality, arrogance, or moral decay he perceives in
contemporary society or in the pursuit of social status.

Key points include:

e The reference to Masonry alludes to a secret society emphasizing
brotherhood, moral virtue, and tradition.

e Montresor’s opposition to "The New Masonry" hints at his disdain for
modern or superficial social movements that lack true virtue.

e This sentiment may reflect Poe’s broader commentary on societal decay or
the corrupting influence of pride and ambition.

The Passage’s Tone and Mood

The tone of "Against The New Masonry" is likely critical or satirical,



emphasizing disapproval of modern societal trends. Poe’s language may be
sharp, mocking, or ironic, contributing to the story’s dark atmosphere.

Key considerations:

1. The tone may evoke a sense of nostalgia for traditional values or a
warning against new social practices.

2. The mood established by this passage supports the theme of moral
corruption lurking beneath surface appearances.

Possible Inferences from the Passage

Based on the passage, several inferences can be drawn. Selecting the correct
one depends on analyzing the language, context, and Poe’s overarching themes.

Inference 1: Montresor’s Disillusionment with

Society

This inference suggests that Montresor perceives modern society, represented
by "The New Masonry," as superficial, corrupt, or lacking genuine virtue.
Supporting points include:

e His critique indicates a sense of betrayal or disappointment in societal
progress.

e He may see "The New Masonry" as emblematic of hollow social pretenses.

e This view aligns with Poe’s themes of deception and moral decay.

Inference 2: Montresor’s Personal Revenge Motive

Alternatively, the passage may reflect Montresor’s justification for his
revenge, rooted in a perceived moral or social affront. Supporting points:

e His disdain for "The New Masonry" could symbolize his rejection of
societal norms that failed to prevent his insult.

e This inference emphasizes his desire to restore personal honor through
revenge.

e The critique of modern masonry mirrors his desire to punish those he
views as morally corrupt or hypocritical.



Inference 3: Critique of Modern Social Movements

The passage might serve as Poe’s commentary on societal change, warning
against reliance on superficial institutions. Supporting points:

e Poe may be warning readers about the dangers of blindly following new
social trends.

e The "New Masonry" could symbolize modern movements that lack genuine
moral foundation.

e This aligns with Poe’s recurring themes of illusion versus reality.

Evaluating the Inferences: Which 1is Correct?

Determining the correct inference involves examining the language used in the
passage and how it fits within the larger narrative.

Analyzing Language and Symbolism

Look for specific words or phrases that reveal Poe’s tone:

e Words like "superficial," "hollow," or "pretentious" suggest
disapproval.

e References to "tradition," "virtue," or "honor" point toward moral

themes.

e Irony or sarcasm may indicate Poe’'s critique of societal pretenses.

Connecting to the Story’s Themes

Remember that "The Cask of Amontillado" explores revenge, pride, and
deception:

e Montresor’s disdain for societal institutions mirrors his personal
vendetta.

e The critique of "The New Masonry" can be linked to his desire to punish
those who embody superficial social values.

e Poe’'s narrative often condemns hypocrisy and moral superficiality.



Conclusion: The Most Supported Inference

Given the context and Poe’s thematic preoccupations, the most supported
inference is that Montresor’s critique of "The New Masonry" reflects his
disillusionment with societal superficiality and his justification for
revenge. His disdain is not merely personal but also symbolic of a broader
critique of moral decay, which aligns with Poe’s dark exploration of human
nature.

Implications of the Correct Inference

Understanding the correct inference offers deeper insights into Poe’s message
and the story’s moral complexities.

Insights into Montresor’s Character

- His critique reveals a man embittered by societal hypocrisy.
- His use of masonry symbolism underscores themes of concealment, deception,
and construction—metaphors for social facades.

Broader Societal Commentary

- Poe may be warning readers about the dangers of superficial social
institutions that mask moral corruption.

- The passage encourages skepticism of societal trends that prioritize
appearance over virtue.

Application to Modern Contexts

- The themes remain relevant today, highlighting the importance of genuine
virtue over superficial appearances.

- Recognizing such inferences promotes critical thinking about societal
values and personal motives.

Final Thoughts

Selecting the correct inference from Poe’s "Against The New Masonry" involves
understanding its symbolic language, thematic relevance, and narrative
context. The critical takeaway is that Poe uses this passage to critique
superficial societal institutions, emphasizing themes of moral decay and the
destructive nature of pride and revenge. By identifying this inference,
readers gain a richer understanding of the story’s dark complexity and Poe’s
timeless commentary on human nature.



Summary

- The passage "Against The New Masonry" symbolizes Poe’s critique of modern
societal superficiality.

- The correct inference aligns with Montresor’s disillusionment and desire
for revenge rooted in societal hypocrisy.

- Analyzing language, symbols, and themes confirms this inference as the most
consistent with Poe’s narrative.

- Recognizing this provides insights into the story’s deeper moral and
philosophical messages.

Understanding Poe’s "The Cask of Amontillado" through passages like "Against
The New Masonry" enhances appreciation for his masterful use of symbolism and
thematic depth. It invites readers to reflect on societal values, personal
pride, and the destructive consequences of moral superficiality—a timeless
lesson wrapped in Poe’s signature dark elegance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme conveyed in 'Against The
New Masonry' regarding the evolving nature of
masonry societies?

The passage critiques the new masonry for abandoning traditional values and
rituals, suggesting that it undermines the genuine brotherhood and integrity
that older masonry upheld.

How does the passage portray the relationship
between the old and new masonry?

It presents a contrasting view where the old masonry is depicted as honorable
and authentic, while the new masonry is seen as superficial or corrupt,
leading to a loss of true brotherhood.

What tone does the author use to express their
opinion about the changes in masonry?

The tone is critical and somewhat nostalgic, expressing disapproval of the
modern deviations from traditional masonry principles.

According to the passage, what are the dangers
associated with the new masonry practices?

The passage suggests that the new practices threaten the integrity of the
fraternity, potentially leading to dishonesty, superficiality, and the
erosion of genuine brotherly bonds.



Does the passage imply that traditional masonry is
superior to the modern version?

Yes, it implies that traditional masonry is more honorable and authentic,
criticizing the modern practices for their departure from core values.

How does the passage reflect the author's attitude
towards change within the masonry fraternity?

The author appears cautious and disapproving of change, favoring preservation
of traditional practices over modern innovations that may compromise the
fraternity's integrity.

Additional Resources

Select The Correct Inference O0f The Given Passage From "The Cask Of
Amontillado." Against The New Masonry is a compelling exercise in literary
analysis, inviting readers to delve deeper into Edgar Allan Poe’s masterful
storytelling. This type of question demands not only an understanding of the
literal text but also an appreciation of the subtle hints, tone, and
underlying themes embedded within the passage. Such exercises are common in
literary assessments, critical reading, and comprehension tests, as they
challenge the reader to move beyond surface-level interpretation and arrive
at logical, well-supported conclusions.

In this article, we will explore how to approach these inference-based
questions effectively, analyze the specific passage from "The Cask of
Amontillado" titled "Against The New Masonry," and provide a comprehensive
guide to selecting the correct inference by examining context, tone, and
literary cues.

Understanding the Purpose of Inference Questions

Inference questions are designed to assess your ability to read between the
lines. Unlike straightforward comprehension questions that ask for explicit
information, inference questions require you to interpret meanings,
motivations, or implications that are not directly stated. They test your
critical thinking and understanding of:

- Tone and mood

- Character motivations

- Symbolism and themes

- Historical or cultural context

Key Point: Always remember that inferences should be supported by evidence
from the text. The correct answer is the one best supported by the passage,



not just a guess based on partial information.

Contextual Background of "The Cask of Amontillado" and "Against The New
Masonry"

Before analyzing the passage, it’s crucial to understand the background of
Poe’s story and the specific reference to "Against The New Masonry."

"The Cask of Amontillado" is a dark tale of revenge, set in Venice, where
Montresor lures Fortunato into the catacombs with the promise of tasting a
rare wine. The story explores themes of pride, deception, and retribution.
Poe’s narrative is steeped in irony, with a tone that oscillates between calm
narration and underlying menace.

"Against The New Masonry" alludes to the Masonic movement, which was
prominent in the 18th and 19th centuries. Poe’s references often critique or
satirize societal institutions, secret societies, or the changing social
order. The phrase suggests a critique or opposition to the evolving practices
or philosophies of Masonry during Poe’s time.

In the passage titled "Against The New Masonry," Poe likely employs satire,
irony, or skepticism to convey his attitude toward contemporary societal
changes or the perceived decline of traditional values.

Analyzing the Passage: Key Strategies
When approaching the passage, consider these strategies:

1. Identify Tone and Mood: Is Poe mocking, criticizing, or sympathizing with
the subject? Words, phrases, or literary devices can reveal this.

2. Examine Character Attitudes: How do the speaker or narrator feel about
“The New Masonry"? Their language and emphasis can provide clues.

3. Look for Literary Devices: Irony, satire, sarcasm, or allegory often hint
at the author’s true opinions.

4. Understand Contextual Clues: Historical or cultural references can deepen
understanding of Poe’s stance.

Step-by-Step Guide to Selecting the Correct Inference
Step 1: Read the Passage Carefully
- Pay attention to keywords, phrases, and descriptions.

- Note any comparisons, metaphors, or symbolic language.
- Observe the tone: Is it serious, humorous, sarcastic, or dismissive?



Step 2: Summarize the Main Idea

- What is the primary message or critique?
- Is Poe expressing disapproval, skepticism, admiration, or indifference?

Step 3: Consider the Author’'s Overall Perspective

- Recall Poe’s known themes: skepticism of societal institutions, obsession
with death and decay, critique of superficial values.
- Does the passage align with these themes?

Step 4: Evaluate the Answer Choices

- Discard options that are too literal or directly contradicted by the
passage.

- Favor inferences that are supported by tone, word choice, and context.
- Look for nuanced interpretations that fit Poe’s style.

Common Types of Inferences in Poe’s Works

- Skepticism or Criticism of Societal Institutions: Poe often implies that
institutions like Masonry are superficial or hypocritical.

- Irony and Satire: Poe might mock the supposed nobility of secret societies,
suggesting they mask corruption.

- Morbid or Gothic Underpinnings: Poe’s tone may hint at decay, death, or
moral decline underlying societal changes.

- Personal Attitudes: Poe’s own skepticism or disdain for modernity or change
may be reflected.

Sample Analysis of a Theoretical Passage "Against The New Masonry"
Suppose the passage reads:

"In the shadows of the new masonry, one finds not enlightenment but a veneer
of grandeur masking the decay beneath. Modern rites, once sacred, now serve
as mere spectacles for the superficial, a mockery of true brotherhood."

Inference Potential:

- Poe suggests that modern Masonry is superficial and hypocritical.

- The phrase "veneer of grandeur masking the decay" indicates a critique of
surface appearances hiding moral or spiritual decline.

- The tone appears sarcastic or critical, implying Poe views the new
practices as hollow or corrupt.

Supported Inference:



- Poe is skeptical of the authenticity of the "new masonry," implying it
lacks genuine virtue.

- The passage criticizes societal superficiality and moral decline.
Incorrect Inference (to avoid):

- That Poe supports the new Masonry (contradicted by tone).
- That Poe views Masonry as entirely positive or noble (not supported by the
critical language).

Practical Tips for Test Takers

- Always justify your choice: Pick the answer that best aligns with textual
evidence.

- Eliminate clearly wrong options: If an answer contradicts the tone or main
idea, discard it.

- Look for subtle clues: Words like "mask," "veneer," "spectacles," or
"mockery" often hint at criticism.

- Beware of trap answers: Some options may be plausible but are not supported
by the passage’s tone or context.

Conclusion: Mastering Inference Questions

Selecting the correct inference from a passage like "Against The New Masonry"
in Poe’s "The Cask of Amontillado" requires careful reading, contextual
understanding, and a keen sense of tone and literary device. Poe’s works are
rich with irony, symbolism, and critique, making inference questions both
challenging and rewarding. By practicing these strategies—examining tone,
analyzing language, and supporting your choices with evidence-you can become
more adept at navigating these questions and uncovering the deeper layers of
Poe’s storytelling.

Remember, the goal is to find the inference that the author most strongly and
logically implies, not just the one that sounds plausible. With patience and
critical analysis, you will enhance your interpretative skills and deepen
your appreciation of Poe’s intricate literary world.

Happy analyzing!
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