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Nestled along the legendary coastline of Malibu, Sunset Boards stands out as
a boutique surfboard manufacturer dedicated to crafting high-quality,
innovative surfboards for surfers of all skill levels. Founded by Tad Marks,
a passionate surfer and skilled craftsman, the company has built a reputation
for combining traditional craftsmanship with modern design elements. This
article explores the story behind Sunset Boards, Tad Marks’ vision, the
manufacturing process, product offerings, and what makes this small company a
notable player in the surf industry.

The Origin Story of Sunset Boards

Who Is Tad Marks?

Tad Marks is more than just the founder of Sunset Boards—he is a dedicated
surfer with a deep appreciation for the ocean and the art of surfboard
making. Growing up in Malibu, Tad was immersed in surf culture from a young
age. His love for riding waves eventually led him to pursue a career that
allowed him to combine his passion for surfing with craftsmanship.

The Birth of Sunset Boards

Tad started Sunset Boards as a small, garage-based operation with a simple
goal: to create surfboards that perform exceptionally well and reflect the
unique Malibu surf style. His commitment to quality and sustainability
quickly set his products apart from mass-produced alternatives.

Core Values and Philosophy



Sunset Boards operates on principles that emphasize craftsmanship,
sustainability, and community.

Quality Craftsmanship

Every surfboard is handcrafted, ensuring meticulous attention to detail,
durability, and performance.

Sustainable Practices

The company uses eco-friendly materials and processes whenever possible,
minimizing environmental impact.

Community Engagement

Sunset Boards actively supports local surf events and initiatives to foster a
sense of community and promote surfing culture.

Manufacturing Process at Sunset Boards

Design and Customization

- Consultation with Customers: Each order begins with a consultation to
understand the surfer’s skill level, style, and preferences.

- Design Selection: Customers can choose from a variety of shapes, sizes, and
designs, or opt for a custom build.

- Material Selection: The company uses sustainable foam, eco-resin, and
responsibly sourced wood accents.

Construction Techniques

- Shaping: Tad and his team hand-shape each surfboard, ensuring precise
contours and curves.

- Glass and Resin: The boards are laminated using environmentally friendly
resins, then carefully finished for optimal performance.

- Curing and Finishing: The boards are cured in controlled environments, then
polished and detailed for aesthetics and longevity.



Quality Control

Every surfboard undergoes rigorous quality checks to ensure it meets high
standards before shipping.

Product Offerings

Sunset Boards offers a diverse range of surfboards tailored to different
surfing styles and conditions.

Types of Surfboards

1. Shortboards — Designed for high-performance surfing and maneuverability.
2. Longboards — Ideal for beginners and those who enjoy relaxed, classic
rides.

3. Fish and Hybrid Boards — Versatile options suitable for various wave
conditions.

4. Custom Boards — Personalized designs crafted to meet individual
preferences.

Accessories and Gear

- Leashes

- Wax

- Board bags

- Custom artwork

The Unique Selling Points of Sunset Boards

Handcrafted Quality

Unlike mass-produced surfboards, Sunset Boards emphasizes hand craftsmanship,
resulting in unique, durable, and high-performing products.



Eco-Friendly Approach

The company’s commitment to sustainability resonates with environmentally
conscious surfers.

Personalized Service

Customers benefit from direct communication with Tad and his team, ensuring
their needs are fully met.

Local Expertise

Being based in Malibu, Sunset Boards has an intimate understanding of local
surf conditions and styles, translating into superior board design.

Why Choose Sunset Boards?

For Beginners

- Easy-to-paddle longboards and soft-top options
- Customized guidance on selecting the right board

For Experienced Surfers

- High-performance shortboards tailored to individual surf styles
- Innovative designs for competitive and advanced surfing

For Collectors and Enthusiasts

- Unique, handcrafted boards
- Limited edition and custom artwork options



Sunset Boards’ Impact on Malibu’s Surf Culture

Sunset Boards has become more than just a surfboard manufacturer; it’s a part
of Malibu’s vibrant surf community. Tad Marks’ dedication to quality and
sustainability has fostered a loyal customer base that values authenticity
and craftsmanship.

Community Involvement

The company sponsors local surf competitions and participates in
environmental cleanup events along Malibu’s coast.

Supporting Local Surfers

Many local surfers prefer Sunset Boards for their personalized service and
the company’s understanding of the Malibu wave environment.

Customer Testimonials and Success Stories

Many surfers have shared their positive experiences with Sunset Boards,
emphasizing the quality and performance of their custom boards.

- John D., Malibu Local: “Tad’s boards are a game-changer. They ride just how
I like, and I love supporting a local business that cares about the
environment.”

- Sara K., Beginner Surfer: “The team at Sunset Boards made my first
surfboard experience so special. The board is perfect for learning, and I
feel confident in the waves.”

Future Directions and Innovations

Sunset Boards continues to innovate, exploring new sustainable materials and
design techniques.



Upcoming Projects

- Developing biodegradable surfboard cores
- Incorporating advanced hydrodynamic shapes
- Expanding into international markets while maintaining local craftsmanship

Community and Environmental Initiatives

The company plans to increase its involvement in coastal conservation
projects and promote eco-friendly surfing practices.

Conclusion

Sunset Boards, founded by Tad Marks, exemplifies how a small business can
make a significant impact through dedication to quality, sustainability, and
community. Their handcrafted surfboards are more than just equipment—they are
a reflection of Malibu’s surfing spirit and the passion of those who ride its
waves. Whether you're a beginner or a seasoned pro, choosing Sunset Boards
means investing in a product created with care, expertise, and a deep respect
for the ocean.

Meta Description: Discover Sunset Boards, a boutique Malibu surfboard
manufacturer founded by Tad Marks. Learn about their handcrafted, eco-
friendly surfboards, commitment to quality, and contribution to local surf
culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What inspired Tad Marks to start Sunset Boards in
Malibu?

Tad Marks was inspired by his passion for surfing and the desire to create
high-quality, locally crafted surfboards that reflect Malibu's surf culture.

What makes Sunset Boards' surfboards unique compared
to larger manufacturers?

Sunset Boards focuses on handcrafted, custom designs using sustainable
materials, ensuring each surfboard is tailored to the customer's needs and



embodies Malibu's laid-back vibe.

How does Sunset Boards support the local Malibu
community?

The company actively collaborates with local surfers, sponsors surf events,
and employs local artisans to foster community growth and promote Malibu’s
surf culture.

What types of surfboards does Sunset Boards
manufacture?

Sunset Boards offers a range of surfboards including shortboards, longboards,
and hybrid models, all designed for surfers of varying skill levels.

How has Tad Marks influenced the growth of Sunset
Boards?

As the founder, Tad Marks has emphasized quality craftsmanship and
sustainable practices, which have helped Sunset Boards gain recognition among
surf enthusiasts and grow its reputation.

Are Sunset Boards' surfboards customizable?

Yes, customers can choose from various designs, shapes, and finishes to
create a personalized surfboard that fits their style and performance needs.

What sustainability practices does Sunset Boards
implement?

Sunset Boards uses eco-friendly materials, minimizes waste during
manufacturing, and sources sustainable supplies to reduce environmental
impact.

Where can I purchase Sunset Boards' surfboards?

You can buy Sunset Boards directly from their Malibu workshop, online through
their website, or at select local surf shops.

What are future plans for Sunset Boards under Tad
Marks' leadership?

The company aims to expand its product range, increase eco-friendly
initiatives, and strengthen its presence in the global surf community while
maintaining its small, artisan approach.



Additional Resources

Sunset Boards: Crafting Malibu’s Finest Surfboards with Passion and Precision

Introduction: The Heart of Malibu'’s Surf Culture

Malibu, California — a legendary haven for surfers around the world, renowned
for its pristine beaches and legendary waves. Amidst this iconic surf scene,
a small yet influential company has been quietly making a significant impact:
Sunset Boards. Specializing in handcrafted surfboards, Sunset Boards embodies
the spirit of Malibu’s surf culture, blending traditional craftsmanship with
modern innovation. At the helm is Tad Marks, the visionary founder whose
passion for the ocean and commitment to quality have transformed Sunset
Boards into a respected name in the surf community.

Who Is Tad Marks? The Man Behind Sunset Boards
A Passion Rooted in the Waves

Tad Marks' journey into surfboard manufacturing began long before founding
Sunset Boards. Growing up in Malibu, he was immersed in the surf culture from
a young age. His early days were spent riding waves at Surfrider Beach,
observing the nuances of surfboard design, and experimenting with different
shapes and materials. This hands-on experience fostered a deep understanding
of what makes a surfboard perform optimally.

From Surfer to Craftsman

Tad’'s transition from surfer to craftsman was driven by a desire to create
equipment that enhances the surfing experience. Frustrated by the limitations
of mass-produced boards, he set out to craft custom surfboards that cater to
individual needs, wave conditions, and personal style. His dedication to
quality and innovation led to the establishment of Sunset Boards in the early
2000s.

The Philosophy of Tad Marks

Tad’s approach centers on quality over quantity, emphasizing craftsmanship,
durability, and performance. He believes that a surfboard should be an
extension of the surfer, tailored precisely to their style and the conditions
they face. This philosophy has earned him a loyal following among local
surfers and enthusiasts worldwide.

The Craftsmanship of Sunset Boards



Handcrafted in Malibu

All Sunset Boards are handcrafted in Malibu, California, utilizing local
materials whenever possible. This local focus helps maintain quality control
and supports the regional economy. The manufacturing process combines
traditional hand-shaping techniques with modern technology to achieve
precise, high-performance boards.

Materials and Construction

Sunset Boards employs a variety of materials tailored to different styles and
wave conditions:

- Polyurethane (PU) Foam: Traditional core material offering excellent flex
and responsiveness.

- Expanded Polystyrene (EPS): Lightweight and buoyant, favored for high-
performance and eco-friendly designs.

- Resins: High-quality polyester and epoxy resins are used for lamination,
ensuring durability and a smooth finish.

- Fins and Fin Systems: Custom-designed fins, often made from fiberglass or
carbon, are integrated for optimal control.

Customization and Design

One of Sunset Boards’ hallmarks is customization. Each board is shaped to
match the surfer’s skill level, weight, style, and the typical wave
conditions. Tad and his team work closely with clients to develop designs
that maximize performance, whether it’s a shortboard for aggressive carving
or a longboard for cruising.

Design options include:

- Deck and Bottom Contours: Shaped to influence speed, stability, and
maneuverability.

- Rails: Rounded or sharp rails for different control and feel.

- Tail Shapes: Pin, squash, or swallow tails tailored for specific wave
types.

- Colors and Artwork: Custom paint jobs, decals, and artwork that reflect
personal style.

Sunset Boards’ Product Range

Shortboards

Ideal for high-performance surfing, Sunset’s shortboards are crafted for
quick maneuvers and sharp turns. They feature refined rocker profiles and

tailored fin setups to enhance responsiveness.

Longboards



Perfect for relaxed cruising and classic style, the longboards emphasize
stability and glide. Sunset’s longboards incorporate traditional shapes with
modern touches for versatility.

Fish and Hybrid Boards

Combining elements of both short and longboards, these boards are designed
for versatility in a variety of wave conditions, offering a balance of speed
and maneuverability.

Specialty Boards

Sunset Boards also offers specialty shapes such as funboards, retro-inspired
designs, and eco-friendly models made with sustainable materials.

Why Choose Sunset Boards?

Quality and Performance

The handcrafted nature of Sunset Boards ensures each surfboard is a bespoke
piece optimized for performance. Surfers report increased control,
responsiveness, and confidence on the water.

Eco-Conscious Manufacturing

Tad Marks and his team prioritize sustainability, utilizing eco-friendly
resins and renewable materials where possible. Their commitment to reducing
environmental impact resonates with surfers who value conservation.

Support and Customer Service

Sunset Boards maintains a close relationship with its customers, offering
consultations, custom orders, and repairs. Tad’s hands-on approach guarantees
personalized attention and satisfaction.

Community and Culture

By operating as a small company, Sunset Boards fosters a tight-knit community
of surfers, artists, and enthusiasts. They participate in local events, surf

competitions, and environmental initiatives, strengthening Malibu’s vibrant
surf culture.

The Sunset Boards Experience: What Surfers Say
Expert reviews and customer testimonials highlight several key benefits:

- Exceptional Craftsmanship: Surfers note the meticulous shaping and



finishing, which translate into superior performance.

- Customization: Many praise the personalized service, ensuring their boards
match their specific needs.

- Durability: The high-quality materials and construction methods result in
long-lasting boards that withstand the rigors of regular surfing.

- Aesthetic Appeal: The custom artwork and sleek designs make Sunset Boards
stand out visually.

The Future of Sunset Boards and Tad Marks’ Vision
Innovation and Sustainability

Tad Marks envisions expanding Sunset Boards’ eco-friendly offerings,
exploring new sustainable materials, and incorporating innovative design
techniques. He aims to keep the tradition alive while pushing the boundaries
of surfboard technology.

Community Engagement

Continuing to nurture Malibu’s surf culture remains a priority. Tad plans to
host workshops, collaborate with local artists, and support environmental
initiatives to preserve the pristine beaches that inspire his craft.

Global Reach

While Sunset Boards remains a small, local operation, the reputation for
quality has garnered international attention. Tad hopes to expand his reach
without compromising the artisanal quality that defines his brand.

Conclusion: A Small Company Making a Big Wave

Sunset Boards, under the passionate leadership of Tad Marks, exemplifies how
artistry, craftsmanship, and a deep connection to surf culture can create
truly exceptional surfboards. For surfers seeking a personalized, high-
quality, and environmentally conscious product, Sunset Boards offers a
compelling choice rooted in Malibu’s legendary waves and community spirit.

Whether you’re a seasoned pro or an enthusiastic beginner, riding a Sunset
Board means embracing the true essence of surfing — craftsmanship,
performance, and a love for the ocean. As Tad continues to innovate and
uphold his commitment to quality, Sunset Boards remains a shining example of
what small-scale, passionate manufacturing can achieve in the world of surf.
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