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F. Scott Fitzgerald’s mastery of literary devices extends beyond character
development and narrative structure; he skillfully employs weather as a
powerful symbol to evoke mood and tone. In many of his works, particularly in
the excerpt under discussion, Fitzgerald uses weather not merely as a
descriptive element but as a reflection of the emotional landscape of his
characters. This technique is especially evident in how he creates a tone of
despair—an atmosphere of hopelessness, loss, and disillusionment—by carefully
selecting and depicting weather conditions that mirror the inner turmoil of
his characters. Understanding how Fitzgerald uses weather to establish this
somber tone provides insight into his storytelling craft and enhances the
reader’s appreciation of his thematic concerns.

Furthermore, exploring the reasons behind Fitzgerald’s choice to employ
weather as a symbolic device reveals his intent to deepen the narrative’s
emotional resonance. His deliberate use of bleak, oppressive weather
conditions underscores the themes of decay, despair, and the unreachable
American Dream. This article will analyze the specific ways Fitzgerald uses
weather in the excerpt to evoke despair and delve into his motivations for
this stylistic choice, illustrating how weather functions as a mirror to the
characters’ inner states and as a tool to communicate complex emotional
undercurrents.

---

How Does Fitzgerald Use Weather To Set A Tone
Of Despair In This Excerpt?

1. Weather as a Reflection of Inner Turmoil
Fitzgerald often aligns the external environment with the emotional state of
his characters. In the excerpt, he depicts weather conditions that are bleak,
oppressive, or tumultuous—such as storms, overcast skies, or oppressive
heat—to symbolize the characters’ feelings of despair and hopelessness.

Storms and Tempests: When Fitzgerald describes thunderstorms or
turbulent weather, it mirrors the chaos and emotional upheaval within
the characters. For example, a brewing storm may symbolize impending
doom or the climax of internal conflict.

Overcast Skies and Darkness: Gloomy, cloudy skies cast a pall over the
scene, emphasizing a sense of foreboding and gloom. Darkness often
signifies loss, disillusionment, or the fading of hope.



Oppressive Heat or Humidity: Sometimes, Fitzgerald depicts suffocating
heat to evoke feelings of stagnation and despair, illustrating how
environmental conditions can mirror emotional paralysis.

2. Creating Mood Through Descriptive Language
Fitzgerald’s detailed descriptions of weather contribute to a mood of despair
by emphasizing the bleakness and hopelessness of the scene.

Vivid Imagery: Phrases like “grey clouds hanging low” or “the wind
howled mournfully” evoke a visceral sense of melancholy.

Symbolic Usage: Weather descriptions are not merely background but serve
as symbols of the characters’ internal struggles, such as a “storm of
despair” that encapsulates their emotional state.

Contrast with Hope: The persistent presence of gloomy weather throughout
the excerpt contrasts sharply with fleeting moments of joy or hope,
emphasizing the overarching tone of despair.

3. Atmosphere and Symbolism
Fitzgerald’s use of weather enhances the symbolic depth of the excerpt,
reinforcing themes of decay and disillusionment.

Decay and Ruin: Weather conditions such as decaying leaves or relentless
rain symbolize the decline of the characters’ dreams and the corrupting
influence of time.

Isolation and Loneliness: Weather elements like cold winds or fog serve
to isolate characters, emphasizing their loneliness and emotional
desolation.

Impossibility of Renewal: The persistent gloomy weather suggests that
redemption or renewal is unlikely, deepening the tone of despair.

Why Do You Think Fitzgerald Uses Weather To
Convey These Themes?

1. Weather as a Universal Symbol
Fitzgerald’s use of weather taps into a universal language of symbolism that
resonates across cultures and eras. Weather naturally influences human mood
and perception, making it an effective tool to evoke emotional responses.



Relatability: Readers intuitively understand the emotional implications
of stormy or gloomy weather, making it a powerful shorthand for despair.

Amplification of Mood: External conditions amplify the narrative’s
emotional tone without requiring lengthy exposition.

2. Enhancing Emotional Depth and Atmosphere
Weather helps Fitzgerald craft an immersive atmosphere that draws readers
into the emotional world of his characters.

Creating Mood: By describing bleak weather, Fitzgerald immerses the
reader in a somber environment that reflects the characters’ internal
states.

Foreshadowing: Harsh weather often foreshadows tragic events or the
culmination of despair, adding layers of meaning to the narrative.

3. Reflecting the Theme of Disillusionment
Fitzgerald’s depiction of weather as bleak and oppressive aligns with the
themes of disillusionment prevalent in his work, particularly in “The Great
Gatsby.”

American Dream: The oppressive weather symbolizes the decay of the
American Dream, highlighting the gap between aspiration and reality.

Loss and Decay: Weather mirrors the inevitable decline of characters’
hopes and ambitions, reinforcing the tragic tone of the story.

Conclusion

Fitzgerald’s use of weather in this excerpt is a masterful technique that
serves to establish a tone of despair. Through vivid descriptions and
symbolic imagery, he aligns the external environment with the internal
emotional landscape of his characters, creating a mood that underscores
themes of decay, disillusionment, and hopelessness. His deliberate choice of
bleak, oppressive weather conditions enhances the narrative’s emotional depth
and invites readers to experience the characters’ despair viscerally.

Understanding why Fitzgerald employs weather as a literary device reveals his
intent to communicate complex themes indirectly, leveraging universal symbols
to evoke emotional responses. Weather becomes more than mere background; it
transforms into a mirror of human suffering and a vehicle for thematic
expression. This technique not only enriches the narrative but also elevates
Fitzgerald’s storytelling, making his work resonate deeply with readers who
recognize the shared human experience of despair, hope, and disillusionment.



By analyzing Fitzgerald’s use of weather, readers gain a deeper appreciation
of his artistry and the emotional power of his prose. His ability to turn
natural elements into symbols of human emotion is a testament to his skill as
a writer and his understanding of the profound connection between the
external world and internal experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Fitzgerald use weather to establish a tone
of despair in this excerpt?

Fitzgerald employs gloomy and bleak weather, such as fog and rain, to
symbolize confusion, loss, and hopelessness, thereby creating an atmosphere
of despair throughout the excerpt.

What specific weather descriptions in the excerpt
evoke a sense of sadness or hopelessness?

Descriptions like thick fog, persistent rain, and overcast skies contribute
to a somber mood, reflecting the characters' emotional turmoil and the
overall tone of despair.

In what ways does the weather mirror the characters'
internal struggles in the excerpt?

The oppressive weather mirrors the characters' feelings of confusion,
disillusionment, and despair, emphasizing their internal conflicts and the
novel’s themes of decay and lost hope.

Why do you think Fitzgerald chose to use weather as a
symbol of despair in this scene?

Fitzgerald likely used weather as a universal symbol to evoke emotional
responses from readers, illustrating the characters' inner despair through
natural elements that universally signify gloom and hopelessness.

How does the weather influence the overall mood of
the excerpt?

The weather deepens the mood of melancholy and despair, making the scene more
immersive and highlighting the emotional weight of the narrative.

What is the significance of the weather in
highlighting the themes of decay and disillusionment?

The bleak weather underscores themes of moral and social decay, as well as
disillusionment with the American Dream, by creating a setting that feels
oppressive and decaying.



How might the use of weather in this excerpt reflect
Fitzgerald’s commentary on the society depicted in
the novel?

The weather's gloominess can be seen as a reflection of the moral and
spiritual decline of society, suggesting that despair is pervasive and
inescapable within the social context.

Do you think Fitzgerald’s use of weather adds to the
emotional impact of the scene? Why or why not?

Yes, because the weather intensifies the feelings of despair, making the
emotional experience more visceral and resonant for the reader.

How does the weather in this excerpt compare to other
instances in the novel where weather is used
symbolically?

Similar to other scenes, the weather consistently symbolizes emotional states
and societal decay, reinforcing the novel’s themes of disillusionment and
moral decline.

Why do you think Fitzgerald’s use of weather remains
relevant in understanding the tone of despair in his
works?

Because weather serves as a powerful, universal symbol that effectively
conveys complex emotional and thematic undertones, making it a timeless
device in literature for expressing despair and mood.

Additional Resources
How Does Fitzgerald Use Weather To Set a Tone Of Despair In This Excerpt?

F. Scott Fitzgerald, one of the most eminent writers of the American Jazz
Age, masterfully employs weather as a symbolic and atmospheric device
throughout his works, especially in The Great Gatsby. In the excerpt under
consideration, Fitzgerald's deliberate use of weather elements profoundly
establishes a tone of despair, emphasizing the novel’s themes of
disillusionment, loss, and the inexorable passage of time. Through a nuanced
understanding of how weather functions within this context, readers can
appreciate Fitzgerald’s skill in manipulating natural elements to reflect
inner emotional landscapes.

---

Understanding the Role of Weather in Literature

Before delving into Fitzgerald’s specific use of weather, it is essential to
recognize its broader function in literature. Weather often acts as a mirror



for characters’ emotional states or as a symbol of larger thematic currents.
Writers throughout history have used climatic conditions—stormy skies,
oppressive heat, chilling cold—to evoke particular moods or to foreshadow
events. In Fitzgerald’s works, weather frequently underscores the tension
between appearance and reality, or between hope and despair.

Key Functions of Weather in Literature Include:
- Setting Tone and Mood: Weather creates an immediate emotional atmosphere,
signaling whether the scene is joyful, ominous, or melancholic.
- Symbolism: Weather often symbolizes internal states—stormy weather for
turmoil, clear skies for hope, fog for confusion.
- Foreshadowing: Changes in weather can hint at upcoming developments,
especially impending doom or resolution.
- Character Reflection: Weather can reflect characters’ inner feelings,
acting as a metaphor for their emotional struggles.

Fitzgerald’s mastery lies in his subtle yet powerful integration of weather
into his narrative fabric, especially to evoke a sense of despair.

---

Fitzgerald’s Use of Weather to Establish a Tone
of Despair

The Specific Weather Elements in the Excerpt

In the excerpt in question, Fitzgerald employs particular weather
imagery—most notably oppressive heat, oppressive fog, or a sense of
stagnation—to evoke despair. For instance, he might describe a scene with
“the sun beating down mercilessly,” or “the thick fog hanging low,” each
choice carefully designed to mirror the characters’ emotional states. Such
descriptions evoke feelings of suffocation, hopelessness, or emotional
paralysis, thereby amplifying the tone of despair.

Common Weather Imagery Fitzgerald Uses to Convey Despair:
- Sweltering Heat: Often symbolizes emotional intensity but can also
represent exhaustion and hopelessness. For example, a relentless summer sun
can make characters feel trapped or drained.
- Thick Fog or Mist: Creates a sense of obscurity and confusion, reflecting
characters’ inability to see clearly or find direction, reinforcing feelings
of being lost or overwhelmed.
- Stagnant or Oppressive Atmosphere: A still, heavy atmosphere can evoke
suffocation and hopelessness, especially when characters are physically or
emotionally immobile.

In the excerpt, Fitzgerald’s detailed descriptions of these weather phenomena
serve to deepen the reader’s immersion into a world saturated with despair,
where natural conditions mirror the characters’ internal despair.

Weather as a Metaphor for Emotional and Existential



Despair

Fitzgerald doesn’t merely describe weather as a backdrop but uses it as a
metaphor for the characters’ inner turmoil. For instance, the oppressive heat
may symbolize the mounting pressure and unresolvable tension that culminate
in despair. Similarly, fog can symbolize moral ambiguity or the loss of
clarity about one’s future or purpose.

How Fitzgerald Uses Weather Metaphorically:
- Heat as Intensity and Exhaustion: The relentless sun can symbolize the
crushing weight of disillusionment, as characters grapple with the emptiness
of their pursuits.
- Fog as Obscurity and Confusion: The pervasive fog can represent the
characters’ inability to see a way out of their despair or to find meaning in
their lives.
- Rain and Storms (if present): Stormy weather often signifies turmoil,
chaos, or inevitable change—sometimes leading to tragedy or despair.

This layered symbolism enriches the narrative, allowing Fitzgerald to evoke a
complex emotional landscape where nature’s fury or stagnation reflects human
suffering.

Contrasts and Ironies in Weather Depictions

Fitzgerald sometimes employs contrasting weather to heighten the sense of
despair. For example, juxtaposing a beautiful, calm morning with underlying
tension or foreboding can create a sense of irony, emphasizing that
appearances are deceptive. Conversely, scenes with bleak, oppressive weather
reinforce the narrative’s mood of hopelessness.

Examples of Contrasts:
- An initially bright morning turning into a storm, symbolizing shattered
illusions.
- A calm, sunny day that masks underlying emotional turmoil, suggesting that
despair is hidden beneath surface appearances.

Fitzgerald’s skillful use of such contrasts intensifies the emotional impact,
making the reader acutely aware of the pervasive sense of despair beneath the
surface of the story.

---

Why Do You Think Fitzgerald Chose to Use
Weather So Effectively?

Fitzgerald’s decision to embed weather so deeply into his narrative is rooted
in his poetic sensibility and understanding of human psychology. By aligning
natural phenomena with internal states, he creates a more visceral, resonant
experience for the reader.

Possible Reasons for Fitzgerald’s Use of Weather:
- Enhancing Emotional Authenticity: Weather descriptions make characters’
feelings more tangible and immediate.



- Universal Language: Natural phenomena are universally understood, allowing
readers across different backgrounds to connect emotionally.
- Symbolic Depth: Weather provides a rich symbolic vocabulary that can subtly
reinforce themes of despair, loss, and disillusionment without explicitly
stating them.
- Foreshadowing and Mood Setting: Weather acts as an atmospheric device to
foreshadow tragic events or to deepen the mood of hopelessness.

Fitzgerald’s use of weather is thus a strategic literary device that
heightens the emotional realism and thematic depth of his stories. It allows
him to convey complex feelings indirectly, creating a layered narrative that
resonates on both an emotional and symbolic level.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Weather in
Fitzgerald’s Narrative Technique

Fitzgerald’s use of weather to evoke despair exemplifies his mastery of
literary symbolism and atmospheric storytelling. By employing elements such
as oppressive heat, fog, and stagnation, he effectively mirrors the internal
emotional states of his characters, immersing the reader in a world where
nature and human experience are intertwined. His deliberate depiction of
weather not only sets the tone but also deepens the thematic exploration of
disillusionment and loss that pervades The Great Gatsby.

Ultimately, Fitzgerald’s nuanced integration of weather underscores his
understanding that natural phenomena can serve as powerful reflections of
human emotion, elevating his narrative from mere storytelling to a profound
exploration of the human condition. His artistry reminds us that in
literature, the natural world often speaks in the silent language of
symbolism, revealing truths that words alone cannot fully express.
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