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Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement: Which
Sentence Is Correct?

4. Which Sentence Displays Correct Subject-verb Agreement?A-The Book Of
Recipes Are On The Top Shelf.B-The is an intriguing question that highlights
a common grammatical challenge faced by many writers and students alike.
Subject-verb agreement is a fundamental aspect of English grammar that
ensures sentences are clear, correct, and easy to understand.
Misunderstanding this rule can lead to confusing sentences and grammatical
errors that undermine the writer’s credibility. In this comprehensive guide,
we will explore the principles of subject-verb agreement, analyze the given
sentences, and provide tips to master this essential grammatical concept.

What Is Subject-Verb Agreement?

Definition and Importance
Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the subject of a
sentence and its verb must agree in number. This means:

Singular subjects take singular verbs.

Plural subjects take plural verbs.

Correct subject-verb agreement ensures that sentences are grammatically
correct and that the meaning is clear to the reader.

Examples of Subject-Verb Agreement

The dog runs in the park. (singular subject, singular verb)

The dogs run in the park. (plural subject, plural verb)

She writes every day. (singular subject, singular verb)



They write every day. (plural subject, plural verb)

Analyzing the Given Sentences

Sentence A: "The Book Of Recipes Are On The Top
Shelf."
This sentence contains a common grammatical mistake—using "are" with a
singular subject.

Sentence B: "The"
This is an incomplete sentence, likely a fragment, and does not provide
enough context for analysis.

Corrected Version of Sentence A
To determine the correct subject-verb agreement, consider the subject: "The
Book of Recipes." Despite the word "are," the subject is singular because:

"Book" is a singular noun.

"Of Recipes" is a prepositional phrase modifying "Book."

Therefore, the correct verb should be "is," not "are."

Corrected sentence:
The book of recipes is on the top shelf.

Key Rules for Subject-Verb Agreement

1. Identify the Subject
Before choosing the correct verb, always identify the main subject of the
sentence. Be cautious of phrases that may distract or confuse.

2. Singular vs. Plural Subjects
Ensure the verb agrees in number:



Singular subjects: add "s" or "es" in the verb (e.g., runs, writes).

Plural subjects: use the base form of the verb (e.g., run, write).

3. Collective Nouns
Nouns like "team," "group," "committee" can be singular or plural based on
context:

When considered as a single entity: "The team wins."

When emphasizing individuals: "The team are arguing among themselves."

4. Indefinite Pronouns
Pronouns such as "everyone," "each," "anyone" are singular and take singular
verbs:

Everyone is invited.

Each of the students has a book.

5. Compound Subjects
Subjects joined by "and" are usually plural:

John and Mary are coming.

Subjects joined by "or" or "nor" agree with the closest subject.

Common Mistakes in Subject-Verb Agreement

1. Using Incorrect Verbs with Collective Nouns
- Incorrect: The staff are ready for the meeting. (if referring to staff as a
single entity, "is" might be correct depending on context)
- Correct: The staff is ready for the meeting.



2. Confusing Prepositional Phrases
- The phrase "of recipes" does not affect the number of the subject "book."

3. Treating Indefinite Pronouns Incorrectly
- Incorrect: Everyone have finished their homework.
- Correct: Everyone has finished their homework.

Practical Tips for Ensuring Correct Subject-
Verb Agreement

Identify the main subject before the verb to avoid distractions from1.
prepositional phrases or modifiers.

Ignore phrases that come between the subject and verb when determining2.
the subject's number.

Be cautious with collective nouns and understand whether they are3.
singular or plural in context.

Pay attention to indefinite pronouns and remember their singular or4.
plural nature.

Review sentences with compound subjects to match the verb accordingly.5.

Use grammar check tools to catch subject-verb agreement errors.6.

Practice regularly with exercises focused on subject-verb agreement to7.
reinforce rules.

Conclusion: Which Sentence Displays Correct
Subject-verb Agreement?

After analyzing the provided options:

Sentence A: "The Book Of Recipes Are On The Top Shelf." — contains a
subject-verb disagreement. The subject "The book of recipes" is
singular, so the correct verb should be "is."

Sentence B: "The" — is incomplete and does not provide enough
information to determine correctness.



Therefore, neither of the original options as presented is grammatically
correct. The correct form would be:
The book of recipes is on the top shelf.

In summary, understanding the rules of subject-verb agreement is vital for
writing clear, correct sentences. Recognizing the main subject, paying
attention to prepositional phrases, and practicing regularly can greatly
improve your grammatical accuracy.

Final Thoughts

Mastering subject-verb agreement enhances both written and spoken
communication. It prevents confusion and ensures your message is conveyed
effectively. Whether you're writing an academic paper, a professional email,
or a casual message, paying attention to this fundamental rule will make your
language more polished and credible. Always review your sentences carefully,
especially when dealing with complex subjects, and leverage grammar resources
and tools to support your learning journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which sentence demonstrates correct subject-verb
agreement?
The correct sentence is: The book of recipes is on the top shelf.

Why is 'The Book Of Recipes Are On The Top Shelf'
grammatically incorrect?
Because 'book' is singular, so the verb should be 'is' instead of 'are'.

What is the key rule for subject-verb agreement in
sentences like these?
The verb must agree in number with the subject; singular subjects take
singular verbs, and plural subjects take plural verbs.

How can you identify the correct verb form in
complex sentences?
Identify the main subject and ensure the verb matches its number, regardless
of additional phrases or modifiers.



Is 'The Book Of Recipes Are On The Top Shelf' a
correct sentence? Why or why not?
No, because 'book' is singular, so the correct form is 'is,' not 'are'.

Additional Resources
Which Sentence Displays Correct Subject-verb Agreement?
An Investigative Examination of Common Grammar Pitfalls

---

Introduction

In the realm of English grammar, subject-verb agreement remains one of the
foundational principles that underpin clear and effective communication. Yet,
despite its importance, it often causes confusion among writers, students,
and even seasoned editors. This confusion is especially prevalent in complex
sentences or those involving collective nouns, indefinite pronouns, and
subject-verb proximity. One recurring question that exemplifies this
challenge is: Which sentence displays correct subject-verb agreement?

To illustrate, consider the example:
A. The Book Of Recipes Are On The Top Shelf.
B. The Book Of Recipes Is On The Top Shelf.

At first glance, both sentences seem similar, but only one demonstrates
proper grammatical structure. This analysis aims to dissect such sentences,
understand the rules governing subject-verb agreement, and identify common
errors and best practices.

---

The Importance of Subject-verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement is the grammatical rule that the verb in a sentence
must match its subject in number (singular or plural). Proper agreement
ensures clarity, precision, and professionalism in writing. Misapplication
can lead to ambiguity, misinterpretation, or a perception of grammatical
incompetence.

Why is it so critical?
- It maintains consistency in meaning.
- It adheres to standard language conventions.
- It enhances readability and credibility.

---

Deep Dive into the Example Sentences



Let's examine the two sentences:

- A. The Book Of Recipes Are On The Top Shelf.
- B. The Book Of Recipes Is On The Top Shelf.

The core issue revolves around the subject and its verb. The phrase "The Book
Of Recipes" appears straightforward, but the presence of "Of Recipes" can
introduce confusion regarding the subject's number.

Analyzing Sentence A

"The Book Of Recipes Are On The Top Shelf."
Here, the verb "Are" is plural, but the subject "The Book Of Recipes" is
singular — a contradiction. The phrase "Of Recipes" acts as a modifier,
describing the book, not making the subject plural. Therefore, "Are" is
incorrect; the correct verb should be "Is."

Analyzing Sentence B

"The Book Of Recipes Is On The Top Shelf."
This sentence correctly uses "Is," aligning with the singular subject "The
Book Of Recipes."

Conclusion:
Sentence B is the grammatically correct choice, illustrating proper subject-
verb agreement.

---

Underlying Grammar Rules

Understanding why Sentence B is correct requires a review of specific rules:

1. The Main Subject Determines Verb Agreement

In complex noun phrases, the verb agrees with the main subject, not with a
noun within a prepositional phrase.

Example:
- The Book of Recipes — The main subject is "Book," which is singular, so the
verb must be singular.

2. Prepositional Phrases Are Ignored in Subject-Verb Agreement

Prepositional phrases such as "of recipes" do not affect the number of the
subject.

Rule:
Ignore prepositional phrases when determining the subject's number.

Therefore:



- The list of items is on the table. (not "are")
- The bouquet of flowers was beautiful. (not "were")

3. Collective Nouns and Indefinite Pronouns

While not directly relevant to this example, it's important to note that
collective nouns like "team," "group," or "committee" can be singular or
plural depending on context.

---

Common Pitfalls and Misconceptions

Despite clear rules, many writers fall into traps with subject-verb
agreement, especially with complex nouns or phrases. Here are some common
issues:

1. Confusing the Head Noun with Modifiers

Incorrect:
- The list of items are on the table.
Correct:
- The list of items is on the table.

2. Treating Collective Nouns as Plural

Incorrect:
- The team are winning.
Correct:
- The team is winning. (unless referring to individual members)

3. Overlooking Prepositional Phrases

Incorrect:
- The keys of the cabinet are missing.
Correct:
- The keys of the cabinet are missing.
(In this case, "keys" is plural, so "are" is correct. But if the subject were
"The key of the cabinet," then "is" would be correct.)

---

Practical Guidelines for Correct Subject-verb Agreement

To avoid mistakes, consider these steps:

1. Identify the main subject of the sentence.
2. Ignore prepositional phrases and modifiers when determining the number.
3. Ensure the verb agrees in number with the main subject.
4. Watch out for tricky phrases such as "each of," "either of," "neither of,"
which usually take singular verbs.



5. Be cautious with compound subjects joined by "and" (generally plural) or
"or/nor" (singular or plural depending on the nearest subject).

---

Additional Examples for Practice

| Sentence | Correct? | Explanation |
|------------|------------|--------------|
| The bouquet of roses is beautiful. | Yes | "Bouquet" is singular; ignore
"of roses." |
| The books on the shelf are dusty. | Yes | "Books" is plural; ignore "on the
shelf." |
| Neither the manager nor the employees are present. | Yes | "Employees" is
nearest to the verb, so plural. |
| The team is winning. | Yes | "Team" is a collective noun, singular unless
emphasizing individual members. |
| The list of items are on the table. | No | Should be "is," as "list" is
singular. |

---

Final Thoughts

The question of which sentence displays correct subject-verb agreement hinges
on understanding the structure of the sentence and the role of modifiers. In
the provided example, Sentence B ("The Book Of Recipes Is On The Top Shelf")
exemplifies proper grammar. It demonstrates correct recognition that the main
subject is singular and that prepositional phrases do not influence the verb
agreement.

For writers and editors alike, mastering these rules enhances clarity,
professionalism, and adherence to standard language conventions. When in
doubt, always identify the main subject, disregard intervening phrases, and
ensure the verb matches in number.

---

Conclusion

Subject-verb agreement is a nuanced aspect of English grammar that requires
careful attention to sentence structure. The example of The Book Of Recipes
illustrates that even with complex noun phrases, understanding the core rules
can prevent common mistakes such as using "are" instead of "is." As language
users, developing an instinct for these rules not only improves writing
accuracy but also bolsters overall communication effectiveness.

In the ongoing quest for grammatical precision, recognizing that the main
noun dictates the verb, and that modifiers like prepositional phrases do not
alter this relationship, is crucial. The correct sentence—"The Book Of
Recipes Is On The Top Shelf"—serves as a prime example of proper subject-verb



agreement in practice.

---
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Note: Always proofread your sentences carefully, paying close attention to
the main subject and the verb, especially in complex constructions, to ensure
grammatical correctness and clarity.
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