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Six Flags St. Louis, a premier amusement park located in Eureka, Missouri,
continually enhances its attractions to provide visitors with unforgettable
experiences. Among the most recent and exciting additions is the magnificent
Ferris wheel known as "The Colossus." Standing tall with a diameter of 165
feet, this giant Ferris wheel not only offers breathtaking panoramic views of
the park and surrounding areas but also provides an exhilarating ride
experience that appeals to guests of all ages. In this comprehensive guide,
we'll explore everything you need to know about the Colossus Ferris Wheel,
including its design, features, operational details, safety measures, and how
it elevates the overall park experience.

Overview of the Colossus Ferris Wheel at Six
Flags St. Louis

Introduction to the Attraction

The Colossus Ferris Wheel is a standout feature at Six Flags St. Louis,
symbolizing the park’s commitment to delivering diverse and exciting
entertainment options. With its impressive 165-foot diameter, it ranks among
the tallest Ferris wheels in the region, providing unparalleled views and a
sense of awe for visitors.

History and Development

The addition of the Colossus marks a significant milestone in the park’s
evolution. Originally announced in early 2023, the project aimed to enhance
the park’s skyline and introduce a classic, yet modern, amusement ride. The
design incorporates contemporary engineering and aesthetic elements, blending
nostalgia with innovation.



Design and Engineering of the Colossus Ferris
Wheel

Structural Details

- Height and Diameter: The Ferris wheel boasts a diameter of 165 feet, with a
total height that reaches approximately 180 feet when including the hub and
base structures.

- Materials Used: Constructed with high-strength steel, the structure ensures
durability and stability, capable of withstanding various weather conditions.
- Gondolas: The wheel features 30 spacious, enclosed gondolas, each designed
to comfortably accommodate up to 6 passengers.

Innovative Features

- Lighting System: Equipped with LED lighting that illuminates the wheel at
night, creating a stunning visual spectacle.

- Accessibility: Designed to be accessible for people with disabilities,
including low-entry gondolas and ADA-compliant features.

- Rotation Mechanism: Powered by state-of-the-art electric motors, the wheel
rotates smoothly and quietly, providing a calming and enjoyable ride.

Engineering Challenges and Solutions

Constructing such a large Ferris wheel involved overcoming challenges such
as:

- Ensuring structural stability against high winds and seismic activity.

- Designing gondolas that balance safety with comfort.

- Integrating lighting and operational systems seamlessly into the structure.

These challenges were addressed through meticulous engineering, rigorous
testing, and the use of advanced materials.

Operational Aspects of the Colossus Ferris
Wheel

Ride Experience

Visitors can expect:
- Duration: Approximately 10-12 minutes per rotation.
- Views: Panoramic vistas of the park, the Missouri River, and the



surrounding Ozark landscape.
- Experience: Gentle, smooth rotation suitable for families, couples, and
thrill-seekers alike.

Safety Measures

- Regular maintenance and inspections are conducted to uphold safety
standards.

- Gondolas are equipped with secure locking mechanisms.

- Trained ride operators oversee all operations.

- Clear signage and safety instructions are provided to guests.

Operational Hours and Ticketing

- The Ferris wheel operates during park hours, typically from 10:00 am to
park closing.

- Ticket options include park admission, and ride-specific passes are
available.

- Virtual queue systems and Fast Pass options help minimize wait times.

Impact of the Colossus on Park Experience and
Visitor Engagement

Enhancing Park Aesthetics

The Ferris wheel's towering presence adds to the park's skyline, making it a
visual centerpiece that attracts visitors and photo enthusiasts alike.

Attracting a Broader Audience

- The gentle ride appeals to families with young children.

- It offers a romantic setting for couples, especially during sunset and
nighttime illumination.

- It serves as an iconic landmark for park branding and marketing.

Increased Visitor Satisfaction

Guests appreciate the opportunity to relax and take in scenic views, making
their overall park experience more memorable.



Special Events and Promotions

The park leverages the Ferris wheel during:

- Nighttime light shows.

- Seasonal celebrations like Halloween and Christmas events.

- Fireworks displays where the wheel serves as a perfect foreground.

Comparison with Other Ferris Wheels in the
Region

Regional Context

While there are several Ferris wheels across Missouri and neighboring states,
the Colossus stands out due to:

- Its impressive 165-foot diameter.

- Its modern design and lighting features.

- Its integration within a major amusement park.

Notable Similar Attractions

- The Gateway Arch Tram Ride (St. Louis, MO): An iconic symbol but not a
traditional Ferris wheel.

- The Big Wheel at Six Flags America (Maryland): Similar in concept but
smaller in scale.

- The Star of Missouri (Branson, MO): A smaller Ferris wheel with a different
aesthetic.

What Sets the Colossus Apart?

- Larger diameter and height.

- More gondolas and capacity.

- Enhanced safety and comfort features.
- Nighttime lighting displays.

Visitor Tips for Enjoying the Colossus Ferris
Wheel



Best Times to Ride

- During sunset for stunning views.
- At night when the lighting creates a mesmerizing ambiance.
- On clear days for maximum visibility.

Photography Opportunities

- Capture panoramic shots from the gondolas.
- Use the wheel as a backdrop during golden hour.
- Take advantage of the LED lighting during nighttime.

Accessibility and Comfort

- Guests with mobility challenges should notify staff for assistance.

- Consider ride wait times during peak hours; early mornings or late evenings
are often less crowded.

- Dress appropriately for weather conditions, especially if visiting during
colder months.

Conclusion: Why the Colossus Ferris Wheel Is a
Must-See at Six Flags St. Louis

The addition of the Colossus Ferris Wheel at Six Flags St. Louis is a
testament to the park’s dedication to offering diverse and memorable
attractions. Its towering presence, combined with modern engineering, safety
features, and aesthetic appeal, makes it a standout feature that enhances the
overall guest experience. Whether you're seeking breathtaking views, a
relaxing ride, or a perfect photo opportunity, the Colossus delivers on all
fronts. Visitors to Six Flags St. Louis should prioritize experiencing this
giant Ferris wheel to enjoy the panoramic vistas and create lasting memories
during their visit.

Meta Description: Discover the towering 165-foot Ferris wheel added to Six
Flags St. Louis, known as the Colossus. Learn about its design, features,
safety, and why it’s a must-visit attraction for all guests.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Colossus at Six Flags St. Louis?

The Colossus is a giant Ferris wheel located at Six Flags St. Louis, offering
visitors a thrilling and scenic ride.

How tall is the Colossus Ferris wheel at Six Flags
St. Louis?

The Colossus has a diameter of 165 feet, providing impressive panoramic views
of the park and surrounding area.

How does the Colossus rotate at Six Flags St. Louis?

The Colossus rotates smoothly on its axis, allowing riders to enjoy a gentle,
panoramic ride as it turns.

What makes the Colossus Ferris wheel a popular
attraction at Six Flags St. Louis?

Its massive size, stunning views, and the experience of riding on one of the
tallest Ferris wheels in the region make it a favorite among visitors.

Are there any safety features on the Colossus Ferris
wheel at Six Flags St. Louis?

Yes, the Ferris wheel is equipped with safety restraints, regular
maintenance, and safety protocols to ensure a secure ride for all visitors.

When was the Colossus Ferris wheel added to Six
Flags St. Louis?

The Colossus was introduced as part of recent park upgrades, making it one of
the newest and most exciting rides at Six Flags St. Louis.

Can visitors see the entire park from the top of the
Colossus?

Yes, from the top of the 165-foot Ferris wheel, visitors can enjoy stunning,
expansive views of Six Flags St. Louis and beyond.

Is the Colossus suitable for children and families?

Absolutely, the gentle rotation and safety features make it an enjoyable ride
for visitors of all ages, including families and children.



Additional Resources
Added To Six Flags St. Louis: The Colossus and Its Giant Ferris Wheel

In the bustling landscape of amusement parks, new attractions often serve as
the highlight that draws visitors from far and wide. Recently, Six Flags St.
Louis introduced a remarkable addition to its lineup: the majestic Colossus,
crowned by an impressive giant Ferris wheel. This towering structure, with a
diameter of 165 feet, not only elevates the park’s skyline but also offers an
exhilarating experience for thrill-seekers and casual visitors alike. This
article explores the intricacies of this new attraction, its engineering
marvels, and the experience it promises to deliver.

Introduction to Six Flags St. Louis and the New
Addition

Overview of Six Flags St. Louis

Six Flags St. Louis, located in Eureka, Missouri, has long been celebrated
for its diverse array of rides, themed areas, and entertainment options.
Known for thrill rides like the Screamin’ Eagle wooden coaster and the
Batman: The Ride inverted coaster, the park continuously evolves to attract
new generations of visitors. With a focus on innovation and immersive
experiences, Six Flags St. Louis aims to balance adrenaline-pumping rides
with family-friendly attractions.

The Significance of the New Addition: The Colossus
and Its Giant Ferris Wheel

The latest addition, called “The Colossus,” signifies a leap forward in the
park’s development. At its core stands a giant Ferris wheel with a diameter
of 165 feet—a feat of engineering and design that promises panoramic views
and a new perspective on the park and surrounding area. The installation of
such a colossal structure underscores Six Flags’ commitment to enhancing
guest experiences and elevating the park’s stature as a premier entertainment
destination.



Design and Engineering of the Giant Ferris
Wheel

Structural Specifications

The Ferris wheel'’s diameter of 165 feet makes it one of the largest in the
region, with an overall height estimated at approximately 180 feet,
considering the support structure. The wheel is constructed using high-
strength steel, ensuring durability and safety even under adverse weather
conditions. The design involves:

- Spokes and Rim: The wheel comprises multiple spokes radiating from the
central hub to the rim, distributing weight evenly.

- Support Towers: Tall, reinforced towers anchor the wheel, providing
stability and supporting the rotational mechanism.

- Gondolas: The wheel features numerous gondolas—each designed to hold 4-6
passengers—suspended from the rim and rotating independently to provide a
smooth ride.

Engineering Challenges and Solutions

Building such a giant Ferris wheel posed several engineering challenges:

- Wind Resistance: At 180 feet tall, wind could significantly impact
stability. Engineers incorporated aerodynamic features and used wind tunnel
testing to optimize design.

- Load Distribution: Ensuring even weight distribution during operation
required precise calculations for the placement of gondolas and structural
elements.

- Safety Systems: Redundant braking systems, emergency evacuation procedures,
and continuous monitoring systems were integrated to guarantee passenger
safety.

Innovative Technologies Employed

Modern Ferris wheels often incorporate cutting-edge technology, and the
Colossus is no exception:

- Variable Speed Rotation: The wheel can rotate at different speeds,
facilitating both slow rides for sightseeing and quicker rotations during
peak times.

- Lighting Effects: LED lighting accents the structure, allowing for
spectacular light shows during night-time operation.

- Accessibility Features: Rides are designed to be accessible for guests with



disabilities, including ramps, audio-visual aids, and secure seating.

The Experience: From Boarding to the Panoramic
View

Boarding Process and Safety Protocols

Guests board the gondolas via a secure loading platform. Staff members assist
with safety harnesses and ensure that all passengers are seated properly. Due
to the size and height of the Ferris wheel, safety protocols are stringent,
including:

- Regular maintenance and inspections
- Emergency stop mechanisms
- Clear signage and instructions

The Ride Experience

Once aboard, riders are treated to a serene ascent, with the entire park
gradually coming into view. As the wheel reaches its peak, visitors can
enjoy:

- Panoramic Views: Up to 20 miles of visibility on clear days, offering
vistas of St. Louis, the Mississippi River, and the surrounding Ozark region.
- Photographic Opportunities: The elevated perspective provides perfect photo
ops of the park, the city skyline, and natural landscapes.

- Relaxation and Reflection: The gentle rotation and scenic vistas make it an
ideal spot for families, couples, and solo travelers seeking a moment of calm
amid thrills.

Duration and Rotation Speed

The entire ride lasts approximately 15-20 minutes, depending on the rotation
speed. The slow pace ensures comfort and allows guests to enjoy the views
thoroughly.



Impact on the Park and Visitors

Enhancement of Park Attractions

The addition of the giant Ferris wheel complements existing rides by offering
a different type of experience—calm, scenic, and inclusive—broadening the
park’s appeal. It serves as a visual anchor and a photo magnet, likely to
become a signature feature of Six Flags St. Louis.

Economic and Social Impact

By attracting more visitors, especially those interested in sightseeing and
family-oriented activities, the Ferris wheel boosts revenue and enhances the
park’s reputation. It also encourages longer stays, as guests are inclined to
explore the park’s other attractions after enjoying the view.

Community and Tourism Benefits

The Ferris wheel’'s prominence can become a regional landmark, drawing tourism
and fostering community pride. Its presence underscores the park’s commitment
to innovation and quality entertainment, positioning Six Flags St. Louis as a
modern, must-visit destination.

Comparison with Other Ferris Wheels and
Attractions

Size and Scale

Compared to iconic Ferris wheels like the London Eye (diameter approximately
394 feet) or the High Roller in Las Vegas (diameter about 520 feet), the
Colossus’s 165-foot diameter is more modest but still significant within
regional context. It strikes a balance between grandeur and park-centric
design, ensuring safety and visitor comfort.



Features and Unique Selling Points

While many Ferris wheels focus solely on ride experience, the Colossus
incorporates:

- Advanced lighting displays
- Accessibility accommodations
- Integration with park themes and aesthetics

Complementarity with Other Rides

Unlike thrill rides that induce adrenaline, the Ferris wheel provides a
relaxing alternative, appealing to a broader demographic. Its vantage point
also enhances the overall visitor experience, allowing guests to plan their
day based on the panoramic views.

Conclusion: A New Landmark in the Heart of St.
Louils

The addition of the giant Ferris wheel, with its 165-foot diameter, to Six
Flags St. Louis encapsulates the park’s dedication to innovation, safety, and
guest satisfaction. Its engineering marvel, scenic vantage point, and role as
a visual centerpiece make it a standout attraction that elevates the park’s
profile. As visitors ascend into the sky, they are not just enjoying a
ride—they are experiencing a new perspective on the park, the city, and the
natural beauty of the surrounding region.

In the broader context of amusement park attractions, the Colossus’s Ferris
wheel exemplifies how modern engineering and thoughtful design can create
memorable, inclusive experiences. Whether for families seeking a gentle ride,
photographers capturing stunning vistas, or thrill-seekers exploring the
park’s latest offerings, this addition promises to be a beloved feature for
years to come.

In summary, the giant Ferris wheel at Six Flags St. Louis is more than just a
ride; it is a symbol of progress, a vantage point for unforgettable views,
and a testament to the park’s ongoing commitment to delivering world-class
entertainment.
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