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The essay "How It Feels To Be Colored Me" by Zora Neale Hurston is a poignant and insightful
reflection on identity, race, and self-perception. When examining the questions related to this
selection, one cannot ignore the distinct tone Hurston employs—an optimistic, confident, and
sometimes defiant voice that challenges stereotypes and societal expectations. This tone not only
shapes the reader's understanding but also invites an appreciation for individual resilience and
cultural pride. In this article, we will explore the overall tone of Hurston’s essay, analyze how it
influences the message, and examine the key elements that make her voice compelling and unique.

Understanding the Overall Tone of "How It Feels To Be
Colored Me"

Defining Tone in Literary Works

Before delving into Hurston’s specific tone, it's essential to understand what "tone" signifies in
literature. Tone refers to the author's attitude toward the subject or audience, conveyed through
stylistic choices, diction, and voice. It sets the mood and influences how readers interpret the
message. In Hurston’s case, her tone is multifaceted—simultaneously warm, humorous, proud, and
assertive.

The Optimism and Confidence in Hurston’s Voice

One of the most striking aspects of Hurston’s tone is her unwavering confidence in her identity. She
openly celebrates her blackness, refusing to see it as a limitation or a source of shame. For example,
she writes:

> "l do not always feel colored. If | am particularly delicate or refined, | do not feel colored."
This statement exemplifies her refusal to be confined by societal stereotypes. Her tone here is light-

hearted yet assertive, emphasizing personal agency over external labels. Her confidence radiates
throughout the essay, encouraging readers to see themselves beyond societal constraints.



The Use of Humor and Wit

Hurston employs humor as a device to communicate her ideas with levity and approachability. Her
playful tone makes complex themes accessible and engaging. For instance, she describes her
experience of being in a "colored" town as feeling like a "brown bag of miscellany"—a humorous
analogy that diminishes racial stereotypes by highlighting individuality.

Rebellion and Defiance

While the overall tone is optimistic, Hurston also exhibits moments of defiance against racial
oppression. She refuses to internalize negative stereotypes or be diminished by societal prejudices.
Her tone in these moments is bold and unapologetic, reinforcing her message of self-acceptance and
resilience.

How Tone Shapes the Message of the Essay

The Power of a Positive and Proud Voice

Hurston’s tone is central to her message that racial identity should not define one’s worth or limit
one’s potential. Her pride in her identity, expressed through a confident and upbeat tone, challenges
the narrative of victimhood often associated with race. Instead, she presents her racial identity as a
source of strength and individuality.

Creating Connection and Empathy

Through her warm and humorous tone, Hurston fosters a sense of connection with her readers. Her
candid storytelling invites empathy and understanding, encouraging others to embrace their unique
identities without shame or fear.

Counteracting Stereotypes

By maintaining an optimistic tone, Hurston actively counters negative stereotypes about Black
Americans. Her tone demonstrates that identity is complex and rich, surpassing societal labels and
prejudices. Her tone is a form of resistance—affirming her humanity in the face of dehumanization.

Elements Contributing to the Overall Tone



Language and Diction

Hurston’s choice of words reflects her tone—playful, confident, and unpretentious. Her diction is
accessible yet poetic, balancing everyday speech with literary elegance. This combination
underscores her message that Black identity is natural, beautiful, and worthy of celebration.

Imagery and Metaphors

Her vivid metaphors, such as "a brown bag of miscellany," inject humor and liveliness into her
narrative. These images reinforce her tone of lightheartedness and resilience, transforming societal
stereotypes into playful caricatures.

Personal Anecdotes

Hurston’s use of personal stories adds authenticity to her tone. Her anecdotes about childhood and
her experiences in different environments showcase her individuality and self-assuredness, further
emphasizing her confident stance.

Rhythm and Pacing

The essay’s rhythm—sometimes lyrical, sometimes conversational—mirrors her tone. The pacing
allows moments of humor and reflection to resonate, fostering a tone that is both engaging and
thought-provoking.

The Impact of Tone on the Reader

Empowerment and Inspiration

Hurston’s positive and assertive tone inspires readers to embrace their identities with pride. Her
fearless voice encourages marginalized individuals to celebrate their uniqueness and resist societal
pressures.

Challenging Preconceived Notions

Her tone challenges stereotypes by presenting a confident, joyful perspective on racial identity. It
prompts readers to reconsider assumptions and recognize the richness of individual experience.

Promoting Cultural Pride

The tone of the essay fosters a sense of cultural pride, emphasizing that being "colored" is an integral
part of her identity that she wears with dignity.



Conclusion: The Power of Hurston’s Tone

The overall tone of "How It Feels To Be Colored Me" is a masterful blend of confidence, humor, pride,
and resilience. Hurston’s voice defies stereotypes and societal expectations, transforming her
personal reflection into a powerful statement of self-acceptance. Her tone not only shapes the essay’s
message but also leaves a lasting impression on readers—encouraging them to see themselves
beyond societal labels and to embrace their identity with joy and pride. Through her artful use of
language, imagery, and personal narrative, Hurston crafts an essay that is as uplifting as it is
insightful, making her tone a vital element of its enduring impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the overall tone of Zora Neale Hurston's essay 'How It
Feels To Be Colored Me'?

The overall tone of the essay is lively, confident, and celebratory. Hurston conveys a sense of pride
and self-awareness, emphasizing her individuality and resilience despite societal perceptions.

How does Hurston's tone in the essay reflect her attitude
toward her racial identity?

Hurston's tone is positive and empowering, reflecting her pride in her identity and her belief in
transcending racial stereotypes. She approaches her race with a sense of joy and self-acceptance
rather than victimhood.

In what ways does the tone of the essay contribute to its
message about race and self-identity?

The confident and upbeat tone reinforces the message that personal identity goes beyond racial
labels. It encourages readers to embrace their uniqueness and challenge societal expectations with a
sense of pride and resilience.

Does the tone of the essay suggest a sense of defiance or
acceptance? How so?

The tone leans more toward acceptance and celebration. Hurston embraces her racial identity openly
and joyfully, indicating a confident acceptance rather than defiance or resentment.

How does Hurston’s tone influence the reader’s perception of
her experiences as a Black woman?

Her lively and proud tone fosters admiration and respect, helping readers see her as resilient and self-



assured. It shifts the focus from victimization to empowerment, shaping a positive perception of her
experiences.

What literary techniques does Hurston use to establish the
tone of the essay, and what effect do they have?

Hurston uses vivid imagery, colloquial language, and humor to create an engaging and lively tone.
These techniques make her reflections relatable and enhance the essay’s celebratory mood,
emphasizing her joy and confidence in her identity.

Additional Resources
The Overall Tone Of "How It Feels To Be Colored Me"

Introduction: Understanding Zora Neale Hurston’s
Narrative Voice

In her seminal essay, "How It Feels To Be Colored Me," Zora Neale Hurston presents an
autobiographical reflection that is as vibrant and spirited as her writing style. The tone of this essay is
a masterful blend of exuberance, resilience, humor, and introspection, which collectively craft an
empowering narrative about identity, race, and self-awareness. To appreciate the overall tone, it is
essential to consider how Hurston's voice permeates the essay—bold, unapologetic, and often
playful—shaping the reader’'s emotional response and framing her perspectives on race and
individuality.

Core Characteristics of the Tone

1. Confidence and Self-assuredness

A defining feature of Hurston’s tone is her unwavering confidence. From the opening lines, she asserts
her identity with pride, dismissing societal labels that seek to define her based on race. Her tone
exudes a sense of self-possession that challenges stereotypes and societal expectations.

- She states, “l do not weep at the world—I am too busy sharpening my oyster knife.” This metaphor
reveals her active engagement with life and her refusal to be subdued by external circumstances.

- Her tone communicates resilience, emphasizing that race does not confine her spirit or diminish her
sense of self.



2. Playfulness and Humor

Hurston’s voice is laced with humor and playfulness, which serve to humanize her experience and
make her reflections accessible and engaging.

- She humorously describes herself as “a dark rock risen out of the sea,” and her playful language
underscores her comfort with her identity.

- The tone invites readers into her world without a sense of shame or victimhood, instead celebrating
her individuality with wit.

3. Pride and Affirmation

Throughout the essay, Hurston affirms her identity and celebrates her uniqueness. Her tone is one of
pride rather than apology, emphasizing her belief that race is only one aspect of her complex identity.

- She proclaims, “I do not belong to the sobbing school of Negrohood who hold that nature somehow
has given them a lowly place in the universe,” asserting her independence from victim narratives.

- This tone of affirmation encourages readers to see identity as a source of strength rather than
limitation.

4. Reflection and Introspection

While predominantly confident and lively, Hurston also employs a reflective tone that explores deeper
questions of race, identity, and societal perception.

- She examines her own feelings about race, contrasting her personal experience with societal
stereotypes.

- Her introspective moments add depth and nuance, revealing a layered understanding of her place in
the world.

The Tone as a Reflection of Hurston’s Philosophy

1. Embracing Individuality

Hurston’s tone reveals a philosophy of embracing one’s individuality regardless of societal
expectations or racial stereotypes.

- She emphasizes that she is “almost rude about being herself,” indicating her refusal to conform.
- Her tone suggests that personal authenticity is paramount, and she encourages others to find pride
in their unique identities.



2. Rejection of Victimhood

A notable aspect of her tone is its rejection of victimhood narratives often associated with
marginalized groups.

- She dismisses the idea that race should define her as “a colored girl,” instead asserting her agency
and agency’s importance.

- The tone communicates that she refuses to see herself solely through societal labels, which can be
empowering for readers facing similar struggles.

3. Celebrating Cultural Heritage

Hurston’s tone also celebrates Black culture and history, but in a way that is lively and affirming
rather than mournful.

- She discusses her cultural background with pride, emphasizing her love for her roots and the
richness of her identity.
- Her tone suggests a celebration rather than lamentation, signaling cultural resilience.

Contrast in Tone: Joyful vs. Serious

Hurston’s essay balances moments of joyful exuberance with reflective seriousness, creating a
nuanced overall tone.

- Joyful moments: Her lively language and humorous anecdotes create an energetic and optimistic
mood.

- Serious moments: When addressing societal racism or her own feelings about race, her tone shifts
slightly to contemplative and earnest, acknowledging the reality of discrimination while maintaining
her resilience.

This duality enriches her narrative, making it both inspiring and authentic.

Impact of the Tone on the Reader

The tone of Hurston’s essay has a profound impact on the reader, shaping perceptions and emotional
engagement.

- The confidence and humor foster a sense of empowerment, encouraging readers to embrace their
identities.
- The celebratory tone of Black culture and individuality defies stereotypes, inspiring pride and



resilience.
- The reflective moments invite empathy and deeper understanding of the complexities of race and
self-awareness.

By maintaining a tone that is lively yet thoughtful, Hurston effectively communicates her message of
self-acceptance and cultural pride.

Conclusion: The Power of Hurston’s Tone

In "How It Feels To Be Colored Me," Zora Neale Hurston crafts a tone that is both vibrant and
profound. Her confident, playful, and affirming voice not only challenges societal stereotypes but also
inspires readers to view themselves with pride and authenticity. The essay’s overall tone operates as
a tool of empowerment, turning what could be a narrative of victimhood into one of celebration and
resilience. Hurston’s unique blend of humor, introspection, and pride makes her tone memorable and
impactful, leaving a lasting impression of strength and individuality.

Her tone exemplifies how words can serve as a powerful act of resistance and affirmation, reminding
us that identity is multifaceted, resilient, and deeply personal. Ultimately, the tone of "How It Feels To
Be Colored Me" encapsulates Hurston’s belief in the beauty and strength of embracing one’s true self,
regardless of societal perceptions.
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