True/false. In The Late 1800s, The
United States Began To Assert Itself
Politically And Militarily Beyond

True/false. In The Late 1800s, The United States Began To Assert Itself
Politically And Militarily Beyond

Introduction

The late 19th century was a pivotal period in American history, characterized
by a significant shift in U.S. foreign policy and international influence.
This era marked the transition from a primarily continental nation focused on
westward expansion and domestic development to a burgeoning global power
asserting itself on the world stage. The question of whether the United
States truly began to extend its political and military influence beyond its
borders during this period is both complex and nuanced. The evidence suggests
that, indeed, the late 1800s saw the emergence of a more assertive American
foreign policy, driven by economic ambitions, strategic interests, and
ideological motivations.

Context of the Late 1800s

Domestic Factors

The United States experienced rapid industrialization, urbanization, and
economic growth after the Civil War. This economic expansion created a need
for new markets, raw materials, and investment opportunities, which
encouraged the nation to look outward. Additionally, the closing of the
American frontier, marked by the 1890 Census, fostered a sense of national
destiny that extended beyond continental borders.

International Factors

Globally, the late 1800s was an age of imperialism, with European powers
expanding their colonial empires across Africa, Asia, and the Pacific. The
United States, seeking to compete economically and strategically, was
motivated by the desire to establish its own influence beyond its borders.

Key Events Demonstrating U.S. Assertiveness



The Purchase of Alaska (1867)

Although predating the 1870s, the Alaska purchase exemplified America's
willingness to expand its territory and influence in strategic regions.
Bought from Russia for $7.2 million, Alaska provided valuable resources and a
strategic foothold in the Pacific.

The Influence of Alfred Thayer Mahan

The publication of Mahan's "The Influence of Sea Power upon History" in 1890
argued that naval power was essential for international dominance. His ideas
influenced U.S. naval expansion and foreign policy, emphasizing the
importance of a strong navy and overseas bases.

The Spanish-American War (1898)

Perhaps the most significant turning point, the Spanish-American War marked a
definitive assertion of U.S. military power beyond the Western Hemisphere.
The war resulted in the U.S. gaining control of former Spanish colonies,
including Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines, thereby establishing a
colonial empire and projecting power into the Caribbean and Pacific regions.

Political and Diplomatic Moves Beyond Borders

The Annexation of Hawaii (1898)

The overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy in 1893 and subsequent annexation in
1898 exemplified U.S. interest in Pacific islands. Hawaii’s strategic
location was vital for naval and commercial purposes, facilitating American
influence in the Pacific.

The Open Door Policy (1899)

The U.S. articulated its desire for equal trading rights in China through the
Open Door Policy, signaling an assertion of economic influence in Asia
without formal colonization. This policy aimed to prevent European powers
from monopolizing Chinese trade and demonstrated America's growing interest
in Asian affairs.

Latin America and the Monroe Doctrine

The late 1800s saw increased American intervention in Latin America,
justified by the Monroe Doctrine. Examples include interventions in Cuba and
the Caribbean, asserting U.S. dominance and discouraging European
interference.



Military Expansion and Modernization

Naval Expansion

The U.S. significantly expanded its navy during this period, transitioning
from a modest force to a modern fleet capable of projecting power globally.
The construction of new battleships and the establishment of naval bases
underscored this shift.

Military Interventions

Besides the Spanish-American War, the U.S. engaged in other military actions,
such as the suppression of the Boxer Rebellion in China (1900), which
demonstrated willingness to use military force to protect American interests
abroad.

Arguments Against the Assertion

While there is substantial evidence of increased American international
activity, some argue that the U.S. still retained a primarily continental
focus until the 20th century. Critics suggest that the late 1800s were more
about economic expansion and internal development than full-fledged global
dominance.

Limited Colonial Holdings

Compared to European powers, the U.S. still had relatively limited overseas
colonies at the end of the 19th century, primarily acquiring strategic
territories rather than vast colonial empires.

Isolationist Tendencies

Despite interventions, a strong sentiment of isolationism persisted in
American politics, emphasizing non-involvement in European conflicts and
emphasizing domestic growth.

Conclusion

The late 1800s was undeniably a transformative period for the United States
in terms of foreign policy. The nation moved beyond its previous continental
focus, asserting itself militarily and diplomatically in various regions
around the world. Key events such as the Spanish-American War, the annexation
of Hawaii, and naval expansion underscored a new confidence and willingness
to project power globally. While the U.S. was not yet a hegemon comparable to
European imperial powers, it laid the groundwork for the more extensive



foreign engagements of the 20th century. Therefore, the statement that the
United States began to assert itself politically and militarily beyond its
borders during this period is largely true, marking the emergence of the
nation as a burgeoning global power.

Frequently Asked Questions

Did the United States start asserting itself
politically and militarily beyond its borders in the
late 1800s?

Yes, during the late 1800s, the U.S. began to expand its influence through
political and military means beyond its continental borders.

Was the Spanish-American War in 1898 a demonstration
of the U.S. asserting itself globally?

True, the Spanish-American War marked a significant point where the U.S.
asserted its military power overseas and expanded its influence in the
Caribbean and the Pacific.

Did the late 1800s see the U.S. establishing
colonies and territories outside North America?

Yes, the U.S. acquired territories like Puerto Rico, Guam, and the
Philippines, demonstrating its expansionist policies.

Was the purchase of Alaska in 1867 considered part
of U.S. asserting itself beyond its borders?

Yes, the Alaska Purchase signaled U.S. expansion beyond continental borders
and was part of its broader geopolitical ambitions.

Did the U.S. involvement in Latin America and the
Caribbean during the late 1800s reflect its desire
to project power?

True, the U.S. increased its influence in these regions through interventions
and the establishment of the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine.

Was the construction of the Panama Canal in the late



1800s part of U.S. efforts to expand its military
and economic reach?

Partially true; while the Panama Canal was completed in 1914, the groundwork
and strategic planning began in the late 1800s, reflecting U.S. ambitions.

Did the late 1800s mark the beginning of American
imperialism?

Yes, this period is often considered the start of American imperialism as the
U.S. sought to extend its influence globally.

Was the annexation of Hawaii in the late 1800s a
clear example of U.S. asserting itself militarily
and politically beyond its borders?

True, the annexation of Hawaii in 1898 demonstrated U.S. expansionism and
strategic interests in the Pacific region.

Additional Resources

True/False. In The Late 1800s, The United States Began To Assert Itself
Politically And Militarily Beyond

The assertion of the United States as a global power during the late 1800s is
a pivotal chapter in world history. This era marked a significant
transformation from a relatively isolated nation focused on continental
expansion to an emerging international force engaging more assertively in
global affairs. The phrase "True/False" often circulates in discussions about
this period, prompting questions about the extent and nature of America's
foreign policy ambitions during this transformative time. Was the U.S.
genuinely asserting itself abroad, or were these actions limited and largely
driven by domestic economic interests? To explore this, we will examine the
key political and military developments of the late 19th century, analyze
specific examples of American expansionism, and evaluate the broader
implications of these actions.

The Context of American Expansionism in the
Late 1800s

The late 1800s, also known as the Gilded Age, was characterized by rapid
economic growth, technological advancements, and an increasing desire for



territorial and geopolitical influence. Several factors prompted the United
States to shift from a primarily continental power to a burgeoning global
actor.

Economic Motivations

- Industrial Revolution: The surge in industrial output created a need for
new markets and raw materials.

- Overproduction and Market Saturation: Domestic markets became saturated,
prompting entrepreneurs and policymakers to seek overseas markets.

- Access to Resources: Expansion aimed to secure resources like sugar,
rubber, and oil from foreign territories.

Political and Ideological Drivers

- Manifest Destiny and Nationalism: The belief in American exceptionalism and
the "civilizing mission" fueled overseas ambitions.

- Strategic Security: Establishing naval bases and coaling stations was seen
as essential for protecting U.S. interests.

Technological Advancements

- Naval Power: The construction of steel-hulled battleships, exemplified by
the "Great White Fleet," underscored the importance of naval strength.

- Communication and Transportation: The telegraph and the expansion of the
railroad facilitated military and economic integration.

Major Political and Military Actions
Demonstrating Assertiveness

During this period, several key events and policies exemplify the United
States’ shift toward asserting itself beyond continental borders.

The Purchase of Alaska (1867)

- Often called "Seward's Folly," Secretary of State William Seward
orchestrated the purchase of Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million.

- Significance: Demonstrated foresight in acquiring strategic territory rich
in resources and potential for expansion.

- Impact: Alaska later proved vital for its natural resources and strategic
location during World War II.



The Spanish-American War (1898)

- A pivotal conflict that marked a dramatic assertion of U.S. military power
overseas.

- Causes: Cuba’s struggle for independence, sensationalized media coverage
(yellow journalism), and the explosion of the USS Maine.

- OQutcome: The U.S. defeated Spain, gaining control over Puerto Rico, Guam,
and the Philippines.

- Significance: Marked the emergence of the U.S. as a colonial power and
demonstrated military assertiveness beyond North America.

The Annexation of Hawaii (1898)

- The strategic importance of Pearl Harbor and the desire to secure Pacific
dominance led to Hawaii's annexation.

- Process: Influenced by economic interests of American sugar planters and
strategic considerations.

- Impact: Established a vital naval base and stepping stone for further
Pacific expansion.

The Open Door Policy (1899-1900)

- Proposed by Secretary of State John Hay to ensure equal trading rights in
China.

- Purpose: Prevented European powers from dividing China into exclusive
spheres of influence, asserting U.S. economic interests in Asia.

- Significance: Demonstrated diplomatic assertiveness and a desire to compete
globally without direct colonization.

Features and Impacts of American Assertiveness

The actions of the late 1800s reveal both the strengths and criticisms of
American foreign policy during this period.

Features

- Military Modernization: Investment in a modern navy and military
infrastructure.

- Expansion of Naval Power: The influence of Alfred Thayer Mahan’s theories
emphasizing naval strength.

- Diplomatic Initiatives: Use of treaties and policies like the Open Door to
influence global affairs peacefully.



Pros

- Global Influence: Established the U.S. as a significant player on the world
stage.

- Economic Opportunities: Opening new markets and securing resources.

- Strategic Security: Establishing naval bases and territorial holdings to
protect national interests.

Cons

- Imperial Overreach: Some critics argued that expansionism contradicted
American ideals of liberty and self-determination.

- Conflict and Violence: Military interventions led to casualties and
resistance, such as in the Philippines.

- Ethical Concerns: The imperialist approach raised questions about
sovereignty and human rights.

Debate: Was the U.S. Truly Assertive or Limited
in its Global Role?

While the late 1800s saw unmistakable signs of American assertion
internationally, historians debate whether these actions signaled genuine
global dominance or were more cautious and reactive.

Arguments Supporting the View of Assertiveness

- Military Interventions: The Spanish-American War was a clear example of
military assertion beyond North America.

- Territorial Acquisitions: Alaska, Hawaii, and the Philippines reflect
direct territorial expansion.

- Diplomatic Strategies: Policies like the Open Door aimed at shaping global
economic systems.

Arguments Against the View of Full Assertiveness

- Limited Scope: The U.S. primarily focused on strategic territories and
economic interests rather than broad colonization.

- Reluctance for Empire: Some policymakers and citizens remained ambivalent
about imperialism, fearing entanglements.

- Selective Engagement: The U.S. engaged in assertive actions but avoided
large-scale, permanent colonies like European powers.



Conclusion: A Transitional Epoch in American
Foreign Policy

The late 1800s undeniably marked a turning point in U.S. foreign policy,
characterized by increased military readiness, territorial acquisitions, and
diplomatic initiatives aimed at expanding influence. While some may argue
that these steps were cautious or limited in scope, it is clear that the
period set the stage for the more overtly imperialist policies of the early
20th century. The United States, through military interventions, territorial
expansion, and diplomatic efforts, began to assert itself as a global power,
shifting from a nation primarily concerned with continental growth to one
actively shaping international affairs.

This era also sparked ongoing debates about the morality and practicality of
imperialism, debates that continue to influence American foreign policy
discussions today. Whether viewed as a strategic necessity or an overreach,
the actions of the late 1800s undeniably signaled a new phase in America's
national development — one in which the nation recognized its potential and
responsibility on the world stage.

In summary, the assertion of U.S. power in this period was genuine and
multifaceted, encompassing military, territorial, and diplomatic efforts.
While not without its controversies and limitations, the late 1800s set in
motion a trajectory that would cement America's role as a major global actor
in the decades to come.
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