
True/false. The Citizenship Clause Of The
Fourteenth Amendment Says A Naturalized
Person Is Not A Citizen
True/false. The Citizenship Clause Of The Fourteenth Amendment Says A Naturalized
Person Is Not A Citizen

The question of whether the Citizenship Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment states that a
naturalized person is not a citizen is a common point of confusion. Many individuals wonder if the
clause excludes naturalized citizens from the protections and rights granted by U.S. citizenship. The
answer, rooted in constitutional interpretation and legal history, is clear: the Citizenship Clause
explicitly affirms that all persons born or naturalized in the United States are citizens. Therefore, a
naturalized person is indeed a citizen under the Fourteenth Amendment. This article explores the
origins, legal interpretations, and implications of the Citizenship Clause to clarify this important
aspect of American constitutional law.

Understanding the Citizenship Clause of the
Fourteenth Amendment

Historical Background of the Fourteenth Amendment

The Fourteenth Amendment was ratified in 1868, in the aftermath of the Civil War, to ensure equal
rights and citizenship for formerly enslaved African Americans. Its primary purpose was to address
issues of equality, federalism, and civil rights, but it also included key clauses related to citizenship.

The relevant section, known as the Citizenship Clause, states:

"All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof,
are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside."

This language was groundbreaking, establishing a clear and constitutional basis for citizenship
rights that would apply to all persons born on U.S. soil or through naturalization processes.

Naturalization and the Citizenship Clause

Naturalization is the legal process through which a non-citizen acquires citizenship. The Fourteenth
Amendment explicitly states that persons who are "naturalized" are citizens, reinforcing the idea
that naturalization confers full rights and protections akin to those of native-born citizens.



Legal interpretations have consistently affirmed that naturalized citizens are fully protected under
the Constitution, with no exclusions from the rights granted by the Citizenship Clause.

Legal Interpretations and Supreme Court Rulings

Early Judicial Opinions Affirming Naturalized Citizens’ Rights

In the years following ratification, courts reaffirmed that naturalized citizens are entitled to the
same rights as native-born Americans. The Supreme Court, in several cases, clarified that the phrase
"and subject to the jurisdiction thereof" does not exclude naturalized citizens but emphasizes the
jurisdictional basis for citizenship.

For example, in the 1884 case of Yick Wo v. Hopkins, the Court reaffirmed that naturalized citizens
are protected under the Fourteenth Amendment's provisions.

The Significance of "Subject to the Jurisdiction"

The phrase "and subject to the jurisdiction thereof" has been a topic of legal debate. Some argued it
limited citizenship to certain groups. However, courts have interpreted it to mean that those who are
subject to U.S. jurisdiction—whether by birth or naturalization—are protected.

In United States v. Wong Kim Ark (1898), the Supreme Court held that a person born in the U.S. to
Chinese immigrant parents was a citizen under the Fourteenth Amendment. This case is a landmark
decision affirming that both native-born and naturalized individuals are full citizens, regardless of
their parents' status.

Common Misconceptions About Naturalized Citizens

Misconception 1: Naturalized Citizens Are Not Fully Citizens

Many believe that naturalized citizens are second-class or do not enjoy the same rights as native-
born Americans. This misconception is false. The Fourteenth Amendment guarantees that
naturalized persons are citizens with all the rights and privileges of those born in the U.S.

Misconception 2: The Citizenship Clause Excludes Naturalized
Citizens

Some interpret the clause to mean that only native-born persons are citizens. However, the explicit



mention of "naturalized" individuals in the clause confirms their inclusion. Courts have upheld this
interpretation, ensuring naturalized citizens are protected equally under the law.

Misconception 3: Naturalization Is Not Recognized By the
Constitution

Another misconception is that naturalization is a separate process not covered by the Constitution.
In reality, the Constitution explicitly recognizes naturalization, and federal law provides the
procedures for naturalizing non-citizens, all grounded in the constitutional framework established by
the Fourteenth Amendment.

Implications of the Citizenship Clause for Naturalized
Citizens

Equal Rights and Protections

The inclusion of naturalized citizens under the Citizenship Clause means they are entitled to the
same constitutional protections, such as:

Voting rights (subject to state laws)

Freedom of speech and religion

Protection against discrimination

Eligibility for federal and state benefits

Political and Social Integration

The constitutional guarantee fosters social cohesion by affirming that naturalized citizens are full
members of the American community. This recognition supports their integration and participation
in civic life.

Legal Challenges and Clarifications

While the law is clear, naturalized citizens occasionally face legal challenges or discrimination based
on misconceptions. Courts have consistently upheld their rights, reinforcing the principle that



naturalization confers full citizenship status.

Conclusion: Clarifying the Status of Naturalized
Citizens Under the Fourteenth Amendment

The question of whether the Citizenship Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment excludes naturalized
persons is definitively answered by the text and judicial interpretation: it does not. The clause
explicitly states that both persons born in the U.S. and those who are naturalized are citizens.
Supreme Court rulings, including the landmark case of Wong Kim Ark, have reaffirmed that
naturalized citizens enjoy the same rights and protections as native-born Americans.

Understanding this legal foundation is essential for recognizing the inclusive nature of U.S.
citizenship and the constitutional protections afforded to all legal residents. Naturalized citizens are
integral members of American society, with full rights under the Constitution, thanks to the clear
language of the Citizenship Clause and consistent legal affirmations.

In summary, the Citizenship Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment expressly states that naturalized
persons are citizens, and this has been upheld by courts for over a century. Misconceptions to the
contrary have no basis in law or constitutional interpretation. Naturalization is a vital pathway to full
citizenship, and the Constitution ensures that all who acquire it are entitled to equal rights under
the law.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is it true that the Citizenship Clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment states that naturalized persons are not citizens?
No, that is false. The Citizenship Clause explicitly grants citizenship to all persons born or
naturalized in the United States.

Does the Fourteenth Amendment's Citizenship Clause exclude
naturalized individuals from U.S. citizenship?
No, that is false. The clause affirms that naturalized persons are indeed citizens of the United States.

Was there a time when the Citizenship Clause did not
recognize naturalized persons as U.S. citizens?
No, that is false. Since the ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment, naturalized persons have been
recognized as U.S. citizens.



Does the Fourteenth Amendment's Citizenship Clause specify
that only people born in the U.S. are citizens?
No, that is false. It states that both persons born in the U.S. and naturalized individuals are citizens.

Is it true that the Citizenship Clause was intended to grant
citizenship only to native-born Americans?
No, that is false. The clause grants citizenship to both native-born and naturalized individuals.

Can naturalized persons lose their U.S. citizenship under the
Citizenship Clause?
No, that is false. The Citizenship Clause confers citizenship; loss of citizenship involves other legal
processes.

Does the Fourteenth Amendment's Citizenship Clause have
any exceptions for naturalized persons?
No, that is false. It generally grants citizenship to all naturalized persons without exceptions.

Is the statement 'The Citizenship Clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment says a naturalized person is not a citizen' true?
No, that is false. The Citizenship Clause affirms that naturalized persons are U.S. citizens.

Additional Resources
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A Citizen

---

Introduction

The question of who qualifies as a citizen of the United States has long been a subject of legal
debate, constitutional interpretation, and societal significance. Central to this discourse is the
Citizenship Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, ratified in 1868, which explicitly states: “All
persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens
of the United States and of the State wherein they reside.” The clause was revolutionary in its scope,
establishing a broad definition of citizenship that aimed to secure rights for formerly enslaved
persons and affirm the principle of national unity.

Yet, over the decades, misconceptions and misinterpretations have persisted—particularly around
whether naturalized individuals are recognized as citizens under the clause, and if so, whether the
clause explicitly or implicitly excludes certain groups. Some arguments, often rooted in historical



misreadings or political agendas, have claimed that the Citizenship Clause does not grant citizenship
to naturalized persons. This article examines the origins, textual interpretation, judicial
jurisprudence, and contemporary debates surrounding this issue, ultimately clarifying the true scope
of the Citizenship Clause concerning naturalized citizens.

---

The Historical Context of the Fourteenth Amendment

Pre-1868 Citizenship Law and Racial Segregation

Before the ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment, citizenship law was fragmented and often
discriminatory. The infamous Dred Scott decision in 1857 declared that African Americans, whether
enslaved or free, could not be considered citizens of the United States. This ruling reflected and
reinforced the prevailing racial prejudices of the time, denying Black Americans any legal
recognition of citizenship.

The Civil War and the abolition of slavery prompted a reevaluation of citizenship rights. Congress
sought to establish a definitive legal framework that would affirm the rights of all persons born or
naturalized in the U.S., regardless of race, and prevent future discriminatory practices.

The Ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment

Ratified on July 9, 1868, the Fourteenth Amendment aimed to secure citizenship rights for former
slaves and ensure equal protection under the law. Its Citizenship Clause was a direct response to the
Dred Scott decision and the broader context of Reconstruction. The language was intended to be
inclusive, stating plainly that anyone born or naturalized in the country is a citizen.

Importantly, this was a significant shift from previous laws such as the Naturalization Act of 1790,
which restricted naturalization to "free white persons," thus excluding non-white groups from
naturalized citizenship. The Fourteenth Amendment sought to overturn such discriminatory statutes,
establishing a uniform and inclusive definition of citizenship.

---

Textual Analysis of the Citizenship Clause

Exact Language and Its Implications

The core text of the Citizenship Clause reads: “All persons born or naturalized in the United States,
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein



they reside.” Key phrases include:

- Born or naturalized: This explicitly includes both individuals born in the U.S. (jus soli) and those
who undergo the naturalization process (jus sanguinis).

- Subject to the jurisdiction thereof: This phrase has been subject to interpretation but generally
indicates that the individual is subject to U.S. sovereignty and laws.

- Are citizens: The use of “are” indicates a present, declarative status.

Notice that the clause explicitly mentions “naturalized” persons along with “born” persons,
indicating that naturalization confers citizenship rights directly.

Naturalized Persons and the Constitution

The constitutional text, by including “or naturalized,” makes a clear statement: naturalized persons
are intended to be full citizens. The phrase does not contain any language suggesting a different or
lesser status for naturalized individuals. Instead, it explicitly enumerates naturalized persons as
among those who are citizens.

This interpretation aligns with the broader goal of the Fourteenth Amendment: to ensure equality
and prevent racial or status-based exclusions from citizenship.

---

Judicial Interpretation and Case Law

United States v. Wong Kim Ark (1898)

The landmark Supreme Court case of United States v. Wong Kim Ark is often cited as the definitive
ruling affirming that the Citizenship Clause grants automatic citizenship to individuals born in the
U.S., regardless of parentage, and by extension, recognizing the citizenship of naturalized persons.

In this case, Wong Kim Ark, born in California to Chinese parents, was denied re-entry to the U.S.
after visiting China. The Court held that under the Fourteenth Amendment, Wong was a U.S. citizen
by virtue of his birth in the country. While this case focused on jus soli, it reinforced the
understanding that the clause intended to be inclusive.

Importantly, the Court also acknowledged that naturalized persons are citizens, emphasizing the
constitutional language and the intent behind it.

Other Relevant Cases and Clarifications



- U.S. v. Bhagat Singh Thind (1923): This case clarified that naturalized persons are U.S. citizens,
although the ruling on racial eligibility for naturalization was based on racial criteria, not the
constitutional definition of citizenship.

- Korematsu v. United States (1944): Although primarily about internment, it reaffirmed that
citizenship status—whether naturalized or native-born—confers rights and protections under the
law.

Judicial decisions consistently recognize naturalized persons as full citizens under the Fourteenth
Amendment, with no indication that the clause excludes or diminishes their status.

---

Common Misconceptions and Their Origins

Despite clear legal language and judicial support, misconceptions persist. Some of the most common
false claims include:

- Claim: The Citizenship Clause excludes naturalized persons.
Reality: No language in the Constitution supports this; courts have uniformly recognized naturalized
persons as citizens.

- Claim: Naturalized citizens do not have the same rights as native-born citizens.
Reality: The Fourteenth Amendment explicitly grants equal citizenship rights to naturalized persons,
including voting rights, access to courts, and protection under the law.

- Claim: Only persons born in the U.S. are citizens under the Citizenship Clause.
Reality: The clause explicitly includes naturalized persons, and the law has recognized both
categories as full citizens.

These misconceptions often stem from misreading legal texts, historical prejudices, or political
agendas seeking to restrict rights for certain groups.

---

The Role of Federal and State Laws

Naturalization Laws and the Fourteenth Amendment

The naturalization process is governed by federal law, primarily the Immigration and Nationality
Act, which provides the procedures and criteria for granting citizenship to eligible immigrants.

The Fourteenth Amendment's Citizenship Clause ensures that once individuals go through the legal
naturalization process, they are recognized as citizens, with all rights and responsibilities that
entails.



State Rights and Equal Protection

States cannot deny or abridge the rights of naturalized citizens based on their status. The Equal
Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment further reinforces that naturalized and native-born
citizens are entitled to equal treatment under the law.

---

Contemporary Debates and Policy Implications

Despite the constitutional clarity, debates around immigration, naturalization, and citizenship
continue to influence policy discussions.

- Some political groups have attempted to undermine the rights of naturalized citizens, questioning
their loyalty or eligibility for public office.

- Legal challenges have arisen concerning the rights of naturalized citizens to run for certain offices,
such as the presidency—an issue historically based on natural-born status, not naturalized status.

- The principle established by the Citizenship Clause remains a cornerstone of American identity:
that citizenship is not solely determined by birthplace but also by legal processes of naturalization.

---

Conclusion: Clarifying the Truth

The assertion that the Citizenship Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment says a naturalized person is
not a citizen is categorically false. The language of the Constitution explicitly includes “or
naturalized,” affirming that naturalized individuals are, by constitutional design, full citizens of the
United States.

Judicial interpretations, historical context, and statutory law all reinforce this understanding.
Recognizing the inclusive intent of the Fourteenth Amendment not only upholds the rule of law but
also affirms the nation’s commitment to equality and the rights of all who seek to become Americans
through lawful means.

In an era where misinformation can threaten the fabric of citizenship and rights, it is vital to rely on
the constitutional text, judicial rulings, and historical context to clarify the true scope of U.S.
citizenship—recognizing that naturalized persons are integral to the American identity and legal
framework.

---
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Final Note

Understanding the true meaning of the Citizenship Clause is essential not only for legal scholars but
also for policymakers, advocates, and citizens alike. It affirms the principle that citizenship is
attainable through both birthright and legal naturalization, embodying the inclusive ideals upon
which the United States was founded.
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