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Introduction to Noun Clauses

Understanding the role of noun clauses in English grammar is essential for mastering complex
sentence structures. Noun clauses function as nouns within a sentence, serving as subjects, objects,
or complements. Recognizing and correctly identifying these clauses can enhance both your writing
clarity and grammatical accuracy. In this guide, we will explore how to underline each noun clause and
determine its grammatical function by indicating whether it acts as a subject (S) or a direct object (DO)

in the sentence.

What Is a Noun Clause?

A noun clause is a dependent clause that acts as a noun. It often begins with words like that, what,
who, whom, whoever, whatever, when, where, why, or how. Noun clauses can be the subject of a

sentence, the object of a verb, or the object of a preposition.



Examples of Noun Clauses:

- What you said surprised everyone. (noun clause acting as the subject)
- | don’t know where she lives. (noun clause acting as the direct object)

- She is interested in what he thinks. (noun clause acting as the object of a preposition)

How to ldentify Noun Clauses

To identify a noun clause, look for the following clues:
- It begins with a word like what, who, why, how, whether, or if.
- It can replace a noun in the sentence.

- It can be moved around within the sentence without losing its meaning.

Underlining Noun Clauses and Indicating Their Use

When analyzing sentences:
- Underline the entire noun clause.
- In the blank, indicate whether the clause functions as S (subject), DO (direct object), or other

grammatical functions as applicable.

Example Format:

> Sentence: _What she said_ shocked everyone.

> Use in Sentence: __ (S)_



Examples of Underlining Noun Clauses and Their Functions

1. The fact that he was late annoyed everyone.

- Underlined: _that he was late_

- Use in Sentence: __ (S)_

2. | believe that she will succeed.

- Underlined: _that she will succeed_

- Use in Sentence: __ (DO)_

3. Do you know what time it is?

- Underlined: _what time it is_

- Use in Sentence: __ (DO)_

4, She is unsure of whether he will come.

- Underlined: _whether he will come_

- Use in Sentence: __ (DO)_

5. Why he left early remains a mystery.

- Underlined: _Why he left early

- Use in Sentence: __ (S)_



Common Noun Clause Words and Their Functions

Understanding which words introduce noun clauses can help you identify their function more easily.

Words That Introduce Noun Clauses:

- That: | think that you are right. (S)

- What: She explained what happened. (DO)

- Who/Whom: | know who called. (DO)

- Whoever/Whomever: Choose whoever you like. (S)
- When: Tell me when you arrive. (DO)

- Where: | don’t know where he is. (DO)

- Why: | wonder why she left. (DO)

- How: He explained how he did it. (DO)

- Whether/If: She asked whether it would rain. (DO)

Practical Steps to Underline Noun Clauses and Indicate Their

Use

To effectively analyze sentences, follow these steps:

1. Identify the clause that functions as a noun—Ilook for words like what, that, who, etc.

2. Underline the entire noun clause.



3. Determine the grammatical role of the clause—does it act as the subject, direct object, or other?

4. In the blank, indicate the role as S, DO, or other appropriate labels.

More Examples and Practice

Example 1:

Sentence: _That she passed the test_ pleased everyone.
Analysis: Underline: _That she passed the test

Function: __ (S)_

Example 2:

Sentence: | didn’t understand _what he was saying_.
Analysis: Underline: _what he was saying_

Function: __ (DO)_

Example 3:

Sentence: _How he managed to escape_ remains a mystery.
Analysis: Underline: _How he managed to escape_

Function: __ (S)_



Example 4:

Sentence: We are unsure of _whether she will agree_.
Analysis: Underline: _whether she will agree_

Function: __ (DO)_

Example 5:

Sentence: Could you tell me _where the library is_?
Analysis: Underline: _where the library is_

Function: __ (DO)_

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While working with noun clauses, be aware of these common pitfalls:

Confusing a noun clause with a phrase. Always check if the clause has a subject and a verb.

Misidentifying the function. Remember that noun clauses can serve as subjects or objects, but

rarely as other parts of speech.

Omitting the underline. Proper underlining helps in visual recognition and analysis.

Ignoring the introductory word. The presence of words like what, that, who, etc., indicates a noun

clause.



Summary and Tips for Mastery

- Recognize that noun clauses act as nouns within a sentence.

- Use introductory words to identify potential noun clauses.

- Underline the entire clause to visualize its role.

- Indicate whether the clause functions as a subject (S), direct object (DO), or other roles.

- Practice with varied sentences to improve identification skills.

Conclusion

Mastering the skill of underlining each noun clause and correctly indicating its grammatical function
enhances your understanding of complex sentence structures. Whether serving as a subject or a direct
object, noun clauses are vital components that contribute to the richness and clarity of your writing.
Regular practice will enable you to identify and analyze these clauses with confidence, leading to more

effective communication and improved grammatical accuracy.

Remember: The key to proficiency is consistent practice. Analyze sentences, underline noun clauses,

and indicate their functions to develop a strong grammatical foundation.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is a noun clause and how is it underlined in a sentence?

A noun clause is a dependent clause that functions as a noun in a sentence and is underlined to show

its role. For example, in 'What you said surprised me,' the noun clause 'What you said' is underlined.

In the sentence 'l believe that she is honest,' which part is the noun
clause and how is it identified?

The noun clause is 'that she is honest,' and it is underlined to show its function as the object of the

verb 'believe.' The usage is DO.

How do you identify the noun clause in the sentence 'Where he went
remains a mystery'?

The noun clause is 'Where he went,' underlined to indicate it functions as the subject of the sentence.

Usage: S.

In the sentence 'Can you tell me what time it is?', which part is the
noun clause and what is its use?

The noun clause is 'what time it is,' underlined as the object of the verb 'tell,’ so its use is DO.

Why is the clause 'that | forgot my keys' underlined in the sentence
'She admitted that | forgot my keys'?

Because it is a noun clause functioning as the object of the verb 'admitted,’ and its use is DO.

Identify the noun clause in the sentence 'Whoever arrives first will get
a prize,' and specify its use.

The noun clause is 'Whoever arrives first,' underlined as the subject of the sentence. Usage: S.



In the sentence 'The question is whether we will succeed,’ which part
is the noun clause and how is it used?

The noun clause is 'whether we will succeed,' underlined to show it functions as the subject
complement, specifically a predicate nominative, but in this context, it acts as the subject complement
completing the linking verb. Its use can be considered as part of the subject complement, but primarily

it functions in the sentence as a subject element.

Additional Resources

Understanding Noun Clauses: How They Function and Their Role in Sentence Structure

In the realm of English grammar, noun clauses are fundamental building blocks that add depth,
complexity, and clarity to sentences. They serve as essential components that can act as subjects,
objects, or complements, allowing writers and speakers to express nuanced ideas and relationships.
This comprehensive review explores the intricacies of noun clauses, their functions, and how to identify
and underline each one within sentences. Whether you are a language learner, educator, or grammar
enthusiast, understanding noun clauses enhances your grasp of sentence construction and

communication effectiveness.

What Is a Noun Clause?

A noun clause is a dependent clause that functions as a noun within a sentence. It is a group of words
containing a subject and a verb that collectively act as a noun, often replacing a noun or noun phrase.
Noun clauses are introduced by subordinating conjunctions such as "that," "whether," "what," "who,"

"whom," "whose," "which," "why," "how," and others.



Example:
- | believe that honesty is the best policy.

In this sentence, "that honesty is the best policy" is a noun clause functioning as the object of the verb

believe.

Common Subordinators Introducing Noun Clauses

Understanding the words that introduce noun clauses is key to identifying them. The most common

subordinators include:

- That: She said that she would arrive early. (Object)

- Whether: He wondered whether it would rain today. (Object)

- What: | don't know what he wants. (Object)

- Who / Whom: The question is who will lead the team. (Subject)
- Whose: | don't understand whose book this is. (Object)

- Which: Can you tell me which route is faster? (Object)

- Why: She explained why she was late. (Object)

- How: He showed us how to solve the problem. (Object)

Functions of Noun Clauses in Sentences

Noun clauses can fill various grammatical roles, depending on their function within the sentence. The



primary functions include:

2.1 Noun Clause as Subject (S)

The noun clause acts as the subject of the sentence, often answering the question "What?" or "Who?"

Examples:

- What you said was surprising.

- That she passed the exam gives me hope.

2.2 Noun Clause as Direct Object (DO)

The clause functions as the direct object of a verb, receiving the action.

Examples:

- | know that you are coming.

- She asked whether the store is open.

2.3 Noun Clause as Subject Complement

It follows a linking verb and describes or identifies the subject.

Examples:

- The truth is that he lied.

- My belief is that everyone deserves respect.

2.4 Noun Clause as Object of a Preposition



The clause is the object of a preposition within a sentence.
Examples:

- We are concerned about what she will decide.

- They are interested in whether they will win.

Identifying and Underlining Noun Clauses in Sentences

To master the identification of noun clauses, one must analyze sentence structure carefully. Here are

steps and tips:

- Step 1: Look for subordinating words such as "that," "what," "whether," "who," "how," etc.

- Step 2: Determine if the clause contains a subject and a verb.

- Step 3: Check the clause’s function within the sentence: Is it acting as a subject, object, or
complement?

- Step 4: Underline the entire clause, labeling its function.

Examples with Underlined Noun Clauses and Use Labels

1. She believes _that success comes from hard work_. (Object)

2. What you decide_ will influence the outcome. (Subject)

3. The question is _whether we should proceed . (Subject)

4. They are unsure _if the project will be completed on time_. (Object of preposition)

5. 1 am curious about _how he managed to escape_. (Object of preposition)



6. _That she can sing_ surprises everyone. (Subject)

7. We discussed _which route we should take_. (Object)

Common Mistakes in Handling Noun Clauses

While understanding noun clauses enhances sentence construction, common pitfalls include:

- Confusing noun clauses with other subordinate clauses: Relative clauses or adverbial clauses can
sometimes be mistaken for noun clauses. Remember, noun clauses act as nouns and often follow

verbs like know, believe, think, say, or are used as subjects or objects.

- Omitting the subordinator: In some sentences, the subordinator may be omitted, especially in informal

speech, but this can lead to ambiguity.

- Misplacing punctuation: When writing, ensure that noun clauses are correctly punctuated, especially
when starting with "that" or "whether"—they are usually integrated into the sentence without commas

unless setting off non-essential information.

Practical Applications and Tips for Writers and Learners

- Enhance clarity: Using noun clauses allows for expressing complex ideas succinctly.
- Vary sentence structure: Incorporating noun clauses adds variety and sophistication to writing.
- Practice identification: Regularly underline noun clauses in reading exercises to improve recognition

skills.



- Construct sentences deliberately: Create sentences with noun clauses to practice their function and

placement.

Summary of Key Points

- Noun clauses are dependent clauses functioning as nouns within a sentence.

- They are introduced by subordinators such as "that," "what," "whether," "who," etc.
- Noun clauses can serve as subjects, objects, or complements.
- To identify, look for subordinate words, clause structure, and function within the sentence.

- Proper underlining and labeling enhance understanding and grammatical accuracy.

Conclusion

Mastering noun clauses is essential for mastering advanced sentence construction and effective
communication in English. By understanding their functions, recognizing their introduction words, and
practicing identification, learners can improve both their writing and comprehension skills. Remember,
each noun clause adds a layer of meaning, allowing speakers and writers to articulate complex ideas
with clarity and precision. As you continue to study and analyze sentences, make it a habit to
underline each noun clause and indicate its use, fostering a deeper understanding of sentence

architecture and linguistic nuance.
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