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Using Reading III.2, "They Don’t Wear Wigs Here" By Schreier, explain How
Jewish Immigrant Women Used Dress provides a compelling window into the ways
Jewish women immigrants employed clothing as a form of cultural expression,
social navigation, and identity preservation in new environments. This
analysis illuminates how dress served not merely as a matter of personal
preference but as a strategic tool to negotiate assimilation, religious
adherence, and community belonging. By examining Schreier’s insights, readers
can better understand the complex relationship between fashion, gender,
ethnicity, and immigrant experiences during a pivotal era of American
history.

Introduction to Jewish Immigrant Women and
Dress

Jewish women who immigrated to America during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries faced a multitude of challenges — from language barriers and
economic hardship to cultural adaptation and maintaining religious
traditions. Among these, dress played a pivotal role in navigating these
complexities. Schreier’s "They Don’t Wear Wigs Here" explores how these women
strategically used clothing to assert identity, conform to societal
expectations, and subtly resist pressures to assimilate fully into American
culture.

In this context, dress was not just about aesthetics; it was a language
through which immigrant women communicated their values, status, and
affiliations. It also served as a protective barrier, allowing women to
retain a sense of cultural continuity amidst unfamiliar surroundings.

The Significance of Dress in Immigrant
Communities



1. Cultural and Religious Identity Preservation

Jewish immigrant women used dress to maintain visible markers of their
religious and cultural identity. Traditional attire, such as modest dresses,
head coverings, and specific accessories, signaled their faith and communal
belonging. Schreier notes that wearing these garments helped women retain a
sense of continuity with their heritage, especially in environments where
their customs were misunderstood or marginalized.

2. Negotiating Assimilation and Modernity

As many women sought to integrate into American society, they faced the
challenge of balancing tradition with modern fashion trends. Schreier
highlights how women adapted their dress to fit new social contexts —
sometimes modifying traditional garments to appear more contemporary, while
still preserving essential elements of their cultural identity.

3. Social Status and Respectability

Dress also functioned as a marker of social status within immigrant
communities. Women’s clothing choices could indicate their socioeconomic
position, educational background, or marital status. For instance, more
modest attire was associated with religious piety and respectability, helping
women gain respect within both their community and the wider society.

Strategies of Dress Used by Jewish Immigrant
Women

1. Traditional Attire as a Form of Resistance and
Pride

Many women chose to wear traditional Jewish clothing as a statement of pride
and resistance against assimilation pressures. Schreier describes how some
women maintained their customary dress to assert their cultural identity in
public spaces where they might otherwise feel pressured to conform.

2. Adaptation and Hybrid Fashion

Rather than strict adherence to traditional dress, many women created hybrid
styles that combined elements of their heritage with contemporary American
fashion. This pragmatic approach allowed them to participate in mainstream
society while still honoring their roots.



3. Modesty and Covering as Cultural Signifiers

Modesty was a central value in Jewish dress codes, and women used clothing to
embody this principle. Head coverings, long skirts, and high-necked blouses
served both religious and cultural functions, signaling their commitment to
faith and community standards.

4. The Role of Head Coverings and Wigs

Schreier pays particular attention to head coverings, including wigs,
scarves, and hats, as significant markers of religious observance.
Interestingly, she notes that some women chose to forgo wigs and head
coverings when outside their religious communities, signaling a shift in
identity negotiation and adaptation to American norms.

Impact of Dress on Identity and Community

1. Creating a Visible Community Identity

Dress functioned as a visual marker that helped Jewish women identify and
connect with their community. Uniform styles or specific accessories fostered
a sense of solidarity, especially in urban immigrant neighborhoods.

2. Navigating Public and Private Spheres

Women adjusted their dress depending on whether they were in public, at work,
or within their community. Schreier notes that such adaptations were
strategic, allowing women to navigate different social expectations and
safety considerations.

3. Dress as a Form of Empowerment

Clothing choices also empowered women by giving them control over their
appearance and how they presented themselves to the world. This autonomy was
particularly significant in a period when women’s roles were often
constrained.

Modern Implications and Continuing Legacy



Understanding how Jewish immigrant women used dress offers insight into
broader themes of cultural resilience and adaptation. Schreier’s analysis
underscores that clothing is a powerful form of cultural expression and
identity maintenance, especially for marginalized groups.

Today, these historical insights inform discussions about multiculturalism,
religious freedom, and the importance of respecting diverse cultural
practices related to dress. They also highlight the ongoing negotiation many
women continue to undertake in balancing tradition with modern life.

Conclusion: The Cultural Power of Dress in
Immigrant Experiences

In conclusion, Schreier’s "They Don’t Wear Wigs Here" reveals that for Jewish
immigrant women, dress was a multifaceted tool-serving as a means of cultural
preservation, social positioning, and personal empowerment. Whether through
traditional attire, hybrid fashion, or strategic modifications, these women
used their clothing to communicate their identity and values in a new land.
Their choices reflect resilience, ingenuity, and a deep commitment to
maintaining their cultural heritage amidst the pressures of assimilation.

Understanding these historical dress strategies provides valuable lessons
about the significance of clothing beyond aesthetics, emphasizing its role in
shaping individual and collective identities. As contemporary society
continues to embrace diversity, the legacy of Jewish immigrant women’s dress
practices remains a testament to the enduring power of cultural expression
through fashion.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Schreier's 'They Don't
Wear Wigs Here' in relation to Jewish immigrant
women?

The main focus is on how Jewish immigrant women used dress as a means of
cultural expression, adaptation, and identity preservation in their new



environment.

How did Jewish immigrant women utilize clothing to
maintain their cultural identity according to
Reading III.2?

They often wore traditional styles, accessories, or specific garments that
signified their Jewish heritage, helping them preserve their cultural roots
amidst new societal influences.

In what ways did dress serve as a form of resistance
or assertion for Jewish immigrant women?

Dress served as a way to assert their cultural identity and resist
assimilation pressures, allowing them to visibly maintain their heritage even
as they adapted to new social norms.

What role did community and social expectations play
in the dress choices of Jewish immigrant women?

Community standards and social expectations influenced their dress choices,
encouraging modesty and traditional styles that reflected their religious and
cultural values.

How does Schreier describe the impact of American
fashion trends on Jewish immigrant women's dress?

Schreier explains that while some women adopted American fashion to blend in,
many maintained traditional dress as a symbol of cultural pride and religious
identity.

What insights does Reading III.2 provide about the
intersection of gender, ethnicity, and dress among
Jewish immigrant women?

It highlights how dress was a gendered and ethnic marker, with women using
clothing to navigate their roles within the family and community while
asserting their ethnic identity.

Why is understanding how Jewish immigrant women used
dress important for studying immigrant histories?

Because dress reveals how immigrant women negotiated their cultural
identities, adapted to new environments, and expressed resilience, offering
valuable insights into their lived experiences and community dynamics.



Additional Resources

Jewish Immigrant Women and Dress: Analyzing Schreier’s "They Don’t Wear Wigs
Here" from Reading III.2

Introduction: Understanding the Context of
Jewish Immigrant Women and Dress

The experiences of Jewish immigrant women in America are complex and
multifaceted, shaped by cultural traditions, societal expectations, and the
realities of adapting to a new environment. Schreier’s essay, "They Don’t
Wear Wigs Here," offers a compelling exploration of how these women employed
dress as a form of identity, resistance, and adaptation. By examining this
piece, readers gain insight into the nuanced ways in which dress served not
merely as clothing but as a language of cultural expression and social
navigation.

Historical Background: Jewish Immigrant Women
in America

Before delving into Schreier’s analysis, it'’s essential to understand the
historical backdrop:

- Mass Immigration: Between 1880 and 1924, millions of Jewish immigrants
arrived in the United States, primarily fleeing persecution and economic
hardship in Eastern Europe.

- Cultural Preservation vs. Assimilation: These women faced the challenge of
balancing their traditional cultural identities with the desire to assimilate
into American society.

- Gender Roles: Women often played a central role in maintaining family
cohesion and cultural continuity through their dress and comportment.

The Significance of Dress in Jewish Immigrant
Communities

Dress among Jewish immigrant women was more than aesthetic; it was symbolic



and strategic:

- Cultural Identity: Traditional attire, such as wigs (sheitels), modest
clothing, and specific head coverings, served as markers of cultural and
religious identity.

- Social Boundaries: Dress differentiated women within their communities and
from outsiders, reinforcing social boundaries.

- Adaptation and Change: As women navigated American society, dress became a
site of negotiation—either adhering to tradition or resisting it.

Schreier’s "They Don’t Wear Wigs Here": A Deep
Dive

Schreier’s essay offers a vivid account of how Jewish immigrant women,
particularly in the early 20th century, used dress as a form of expression
and resistance. The title itself hints at a rejection or questioning of
traditional customs—specifically the wearing of wigs, which was a common
practice among Orthodox Jewish women.

Understanding the Wigs (Sheitels) and Their Cultural
Significance

- Religious and Cultural Roots: In many Orthodox communities, women wear wigs
(sheitels) to maintain modesty while conforming to religious laws that
prohibit revealing natural hair.

- Symbol of Tradition: Wigs symbolize adherence to religious law and cultural
preservation.

- Social Expectations: Wearing a wig often signified piety and community
belonging.

Schreier discusses how some women, upon arriving in America or during their
time in the diaspora, began questioning these norms:

- Rejection of Traditional Wigs: Some women chose not to wear wigs, viewing
them as restrictive or incompatible with their desire for personal freedom.

- Transition to American Styles: Others adopted American fashion, integrating
hats or no head coverings at all, signaling a shift away from strict
tradition.

Dress as a Form of Cultural Resistance

Schreier emphasizes that dress was a visible marker of cultural resistance:



- Challenging Authority: Women who refused to wear wigs or traditional dress
challenged community authority and gender expectations.

- Expressing Individuality: Altering dress styles allowed women to assert
their independence and personal identity within a collective culture.

- Creating Hybrid Identities: Many women developed a hybrid style—combining
elements of traditional Jewish attire with American fashion—to navigate dual
identities.

Impacts of Dress Choices on Women's Lives

The choices women made about their dress had tangible effects:

- Community Reactions: Deviations from traditional dress could lead to social
sanctions, ostracism, or criticism.

- Personal Autonomy: Conversely, some women found empowerment in choosing
their attire, asserting control over their bodies and identities.

- Generational Shifts: Younger women, influenced by American culture,
increasingly adopted Western styles, leading to generational divides within
communities.

Dress as a Reflection of Broader Social
Dynamics

Schreier’s narrative illustrates how dress encapsulates broader themes:

- Cultural Preservation vs. Assimilation: Women’s dress choices reflect the
ongoing negotiation between maintaining tradition and embracing American
culture.

- Gender and Power: Dress served as a locus of gendered power
dynamics—whether conforming to modesty standards or challenging them.

- Economic Factors: Access to fashionable clothing and the ability to afford
certain styles also influenced dress choices.

Case Studies and Examples from the Text

Schreier provides specific anecdotes that deepen understanding:

- The Woman Who Abandoned Her Wig: A woman who initially adhered to
traditional dress but later adopted American styles, symbolizing her personal
journey.



- Children’s Assimilation: Younger girls and women gradually integrating into
American fashion, sometimes at odds with their elders.

- Community Responses: Instances where women’s dress choices prompted debates
within their communities about identity and loyalty.

Implications of Dress Choices for Identity and
Assimilation

The essay underscores that dress is a powerful tool for:

- Expressing Cultural Identity: Maintaining traditional dress as a symbol of
cultural pride.

- Negotiating Assimilation: Adapting dress to blend in while preserving core
cultural elements.

- Resisting Oppression: Challenging community norms or religious restrictions
through fashion.

Schreier’s analysis suggests that these choices are deeply personal yet
socially embedded, reflecting the broader immigrant experience of balancing
multiple identities.

Conclusion: The Power of Dress in Immigrant
Women’s Lives

Schreier’s "They Don’t Wear Wigs Here" offers a nuanced perspective on how
Jewish immigrant women used dress not only as a means of cultural expression
but also as a form of subtle resistance and adaptation. Through their
clothing choices, these women navigated complex social terrains, asserting
autonomy, challenging tradition, and forging new identities in a foreign
land.

By examining dress as a language of cultural negotiation, Schreier
illuminates the profound ways in which immigrant women shape their destinies
and communities. Their stories reveal that clothing, often dismissed as
superficial, is in fact a vital instrument of self-definition and social
change—capturing the resilience and creativity that define the immigrant
experience.

In summary, the essay underscores the importance of dress among Jewish



immigrant women as a multifaceted symbol-signifying religious adherence,
cultural identity, resistance, and adaptation. Schreier’s detailed narratives
and analysis deepen our appreciation for how clothing functions as a powerful
expression of personal and collective histories, offering a window into the
ongoing negotiations of tradition and modernity in immigrant life.
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