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Understanding how authors craft conflict within their narratives is essential
for appreciating the depth and complexity of literature. Conflict drives the
story forward, engages readers emotionally, and reveals characters'
motivations and struggles. In this article, we will explore the mechanisms by
which an author builds conflict in an excerpt where the protagonist reflects
back and describes past events. By analyzing key techniques, we aim to
identify the best way the author constructs tension and suspense, making the
story compelling and meaningful.

---

Introduction to Conflict in Literature

Conflict is the foundation of storytelling. It introduces obstacles that
characters must overcome, creating narrative tension. Authors employ various
methods to develop conflict, including:

- Internal Conflict: Struggles within a character's mind, such as moral
dilemmas or emotional turmoil.
- External Conflict: Conflicts between characters, nature, society, or other
external forces.
- Thematic Conflict: Broader societal or philosophical issues reflected
through characters' experiences.

In the excerpt in question, the author utilizes reflection and description as
tools to build conflict, particularly focusing on the protagonist's internal
struggles and perceptions of past events.

---

Analyzing the Excerpt: Reflection and
Description as Conflict-Building Devices

The excerpt features a character reflecting on past experiences, recounting
events with emotional nuance. This method of storytelling allows the author



to layer conflict in several ways:

The Role of Reflection in Building Internal Conflict

Reflection provides insight into a character’s inner world. When a character
looks back and describes their feelings, doubts, and regrets, it reveals
internal conflict. Techniques include:

- Memory and Reminiscence: The character revisits painful or significant
moments, highlighting unresolved feelings.
- Self-Examination: The character questions their actions or decisions,
creating psychological tension.
- Contradictory Emotions: Describing conflicting feelings (e.g., love and
resentment) enhances emotional complexity.

Example: If the protagonist reflects on a betrayal, describing feelings of
anger, sadness, and confusion, it amplifies internal conflict, engaging the
reader emotionally.

The Use of Descriptive Language to Heighten Conflict

Descriptive language plays a vital role in emphasizing conflict by painting
vivid scenes that evoke sensory and emotional responses. Techniques include:

- Imagery: Utilizing powerful images to symbolize internal struggles (e.g.,
dark clouds representing confusion or despair).
- Tone and Mood: The author’s choice of tone—melancholic, tense, or
foreboding—sets the emotional atmosphere.
- Symbolism: Objects or environments described in the excerpt may symbolize
internal or external conflicts.

Example: Describing a stormy night as a metaphor for emotional turmoil
heightens the sense of conflict within the narrative.

---

How the Author Builds Conflict Through
Reflection and Description

In this particular excerpt, the author’s strategy involves a combination of
reflective narration and detailed description, which together create a
layered and compelling conflict structure.



1. Revealing Past Trauma or Key Events

The reflection allows the protagonist to revisit pivotal moments that have
shaped their current state. This retrospective view can:

- Uncover unresolved issues that continue to affect the character.
- Create suspense about how past events influence present circumstances.
- Elicit empathy from the reader, deepening engagement.

Example: The character recalling a childhood loss may evoke internal conflict
about grief and acceptance.

2. Highlighting Character Flaws or Dilemmas

Through description, the author emphasizes the character’s internal dilemmas,
such as guilt, shame, or indecision. This process involves:

- Detailed portrayal of thoughts and feelings.
- Contrasts between past actions and current self-perception.
- Inner dialogue that exposes conflicting desires or values.

Example: A character reflecting on a decision to abandon someone may feel
regret and justification simultaneously, intensifying internal conflict.

3. Creating Emotional Tension via Language and
Imagery

The author's choice of language influences how conflict manifests. Techniques
include:

- Using emotionally charged adjectives and verbs.
- Employing imagery that resonates with the reader’s senses.
- Crafting a tone that underscores the gravity of the internal struggle.

Example: Phrases like “haunted by memories” or “burdened with guilt” evoke a
visceral sense of internal conflict.

4. Structuring Reflection to Build Suspense

The sequencing of reflection—gradual revelation of past events—can build
suspense and anticipation. The author might:

- Introduce vague or incomplete memories to pique curiosity.
- Use flashbacks to gradually unveil the source of conflict.



- End reflections with unresolved questions, compelling the reader to
continue.

Example: The excerpt might end with a poignant question or a revelation that
hints at future action or unresolved tension.

---

Which Choice Best Describes How The Author
Builds Conflict?

Based on the analysis, the most effective choice would likely emphasize the
author's use of:

- Reflective narration that uncovers internal struggles, revealing the
character's emotional state.
- Vivid descriptions that symbolize or heighten emotional and psychological
conflict.
- A layered approach that combines internal and external conflicts through
detailed storytelling.

Therefore, the best description of how the author builds conflict in this
excerpt is:

The author uses reflective narration combined with detailed descriptive
language to reveal internal struggles, heighten emotional tension, and create
layered conflicts that engage the reader on both psychological and emotional
levels.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Reflection and
Description in Building Conflict

In conclusion, the author’s use of reflection and descriptive language serves
as a powerful mechanism to build conflict within the excerpt. By allowing
characters to look back and describe their experiences with emotional depth
and vivid imagery, the narrative becomes rich with internal struggles and
unresolved tensions. This approach not only deepens character development but
also enhances the reader’s emotional investment, making the story compelling
and memorable.

Understanding these techniques can help readers and writers alike appreciate
the artistry involved in crafting conflict. Whether through internal dilemmas
or external obstacles, the strategic use of reflection and description



ensures that conflict remains central to storytelling, driving the narrative
forward and resonating with audiences.

In summary, the best choice to describe how the author builds conflict in
this excerpt is: He reflects back and describes past events using vivid
language and emotional insight to reveal internal struggles and create
layered tension.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the author use reflection to introduce
conflict in the excerpt?
The author employs reflection by having the character look back on past
events, revealing internal struggles that build emotional tension and create
a sense of internal conflict.

In what way does the description of events
contribute to the development of conflict?
The detailed descriptions of the character's experiences highlight moments of
tension and uncertainty, effectively building external conflict within the
narrative.

How does the author's reflective approach deepen the
reader's understanding of the character's internal
struggle?
By reflecting on past actions and feelings, the author allows readers to see
the character's emotional state, making the internal conflict more relatable
and impactful.

What role does the use of descriptive language play
in building conflict in the excerpt?
Descriptive language emphasizes the character's feelings and the gravity of
the situation, heightening tension and emphasizing the conflict being built.

How does the structure of the excerpt—such as
flashbacks or reflections—aid in developing
conflict?
The structure, through flashbacks or reflective passages, allows the author
to juxtapose past and present, illustrating the origins of conflict and how



it evolves over time.

In what ways does the author's choice to focus on
reflection influence the tone of the excerpt?
Focusing on reflection creates a contemplative and introspective tone, which
amplifies the emotional weight of the conflict and encourages the reader to
engage more deeply with the character's inner world.

Why is reflection an effective technique for
building conflict in this excerpt?
Reflection is effective because it reveals the character's inner thoughts and
past experiences that contribute to the current conflict, making the tension
more personal and compelling.
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Conflict is the heartbeat of compelling storytelling. It propels characters
forward, injects tension into narratives, and keeps readers invested in the
unfolding events. When authors craft conflict through reflection and
description, they employ nuanced techniques that deepen the reader's
understanding of characters and themes. This article examines how the author
constructs conflict in an excerpt through the device of reflection and
descriptive language, analyzing the methods, effects, and significance of
this approach.

---


