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The history of Japanese Americans in the United States is marked by periods of significant
hardship and resilience. One of the most pivotal and controversial moments in this history
stems from the so-called "Gentleman's Agreement" of 1907, which set the stage for the
treatment of Japanese immigrants and Japanese Americans, culminating in their forced
internment during World War II. Understanding this sequence of events is crucial for
appreciating the broader context of U.S. immigration policies, racial discrimination, and
civil rights struggles. In this article, we explore the origins of the Gentleman's Agreement,
its implications, and how it led to the immediate internment of Japanese Americans during
the war.

---

The Origins of the "Gentleman's Agreement" of
1907

Background and Context

In the early 20th century, the United States experienced a significant influx of immigrants
from Japan. These immigrants primarily came seeking economic opportunities,
particularly in agriculture, fisheries, and small businesses. However, their presence soon
became a source of tension among American citizens, fueled by racial prejudices and
economic competition.

During this period, anti-Asian sentiment was widespread, with many Americans perceiving
Japanese immigrants as a threat to American labor markets and social cohesion. This
sentiment translated into discriminatory policies and social exclusion.

The Negotiation and Terms of the Agreement

The "Gentleman's Agreement" was an informal understanding between the United States
and Japan, initiated in 1907. It aimed to curb Japanese emigration to the U.S. without the
need for formal legislation that could face legal challenges or political opposition.



Key aspects of the agreement included:
- Japan voluntarily limiting emigration of laborers to the United States.
- The U.S. agreeing to prevent Japanese immigrants from entering the country illegally.
- Japan issuing passports only to those intending to visit relatives or pursue business, not
for labor migration.

This agreement was based on mutual understanding rather than formal legislation, hence
the term "gentleman's agreement."

---

Impacts of the "Gentleman's Agreement"

Reduction in Japanese Immigration

Following the agreement, Japanese immigration to the United States significantly
declined. Many Japanese workers who previously intended to migrate found themselves
unable to do so legally, which limited the growth of Japanese-American communities.

Racial Discrimination and Segregation

Despite the agreement, discrimination against Japanese Americans persisted. Schools,
housing, and employment opportunities were often segregated, and Japanese Americans
faced systemic racism.

Long-term Social and Political Effects

The agreement reinforced negative stereotypes and justified exclusionary policies. It also
set a precedent for future discriminatory practices, including the internment during World
War II.

---

The Path to Internment: From Discrimination to
War

World War II and Rising Tensions



With the outbreak of World War II, fears of espionage and sabotage among Japanese
Americans intensified. The attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, acted as a
catalyst for drastic government actions.

Executive Order 9066

In 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, authorizing the
military to designate certain areas as exclusion zones. This order paved the way for the
forced relocation and internment of Japanese Americans.

Key points include:
- Over 120,000 Japanese Americans were forcibly relocated, two-thirds of whom were U.S.
citizens.
- Internment camps were established in remote areas across the western United States.
- Conditions in the camps were often harsh, with inadequate facilities and restrictions on
movement.

The Immediate Move to Internment

The transition from discrimination to internment was swift. Within months of Pearl
Harbor, Japanese Americans were ordered to leave their homes, businesses, and
communities—often under armed guard—and transported to internment camps. This rapid
response was rooted in wartime hysteria and racial prejudice, rather than concrete
evidence of disloyalty.

---

Key Points About Japanese Internment During
WWII

Mass Relocation: Over 120,000 Japanese Americans were forcibly moved into1.
internment camps.

Legal Challenges: The internment was challenged legally but upheld by the2.
Supreme Court in Korematsu v. United States.

Conditions in Camps: Internment camps had inadequate facilities, harsh climates,3.
and limited freedoms.

Impact on Japanese American Communities: Families were uprooted, businesses4.
lost, and communities fractured.

Redress and Apology: Decades later, the U.S. government formally apologized and5.



provided reparations through the Civil Liberties Act of 1988.

---

Long-term Effects and Lessons Learned

Reparations and Apologies

The injustices faced by Japanese Americans during internment were formally
acknowledged decades later. The Civil Liberties Act of 1988 offered a formal apology and
monetary reparations to surviving internees.

Impact on Civil Rights Movement

The internment experience became a catalyst for the civil rights movement, highlighting
the importance of protecting individual rights during times of national crisis.

Modern Reflections and Continuing Challenges

Today, the history of Japanese internment serves as a reminder of the dangers of racial
prejudice, hysteria, and the importance of safeguarding civil liberties.

---

Conclusion

The "Gentleman's Agreement" of 1907 played a significant role in shaping the trajectory of
Japanese-American relations, fostering discrimination and social exclusion that culminated
in the mass internment during World War II. The swift relocation of Japanese Americans to
internment camps was driven by wartime fears, racial prejudice, and political expediency.
Recognizing this dark chapter in American history underscores the importance of
vigilance against discrimination and the need to uphold civil liberties, especially during
times of crisis. Today, the lessons learned continue to inform policies and attitudes toward
immigrant communities and minority rights, ensuring that the mistakes of the past are not
repeated.

---

Keywords: Gentleman's Agreement 1907, Japanese American internment, Executive Order



9066, Japanese immigration history, WWII internment camps, Civil Liberties Act 1988,
racial discrimination, Japanese-American communities, U.S. history, civil rights movement

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Gentleman's Agreement of 1907 and how
did it impact Japanese Americans?
The Gentleman's Agreement of 1907 was an informal understanding between the United
States and Japan that restricted Japanese immigration. While it aimed to reduce Japanese
laborers entering the U.S., it also led to increased discrimination against Japanese
Americans, culminating in their forced relocation and internment during World War II.

Did the Gentleman's Agreement directly cause the
internment of Japanese Americans during WWII?
Not directly, but the agreement contributed to anti-Japanese sentiment and
discrimination, which created an environment of suspicion. This climate helped justify the
internment of Japanese Americans after Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor, although
internment was based on Executive Order 9066 issued in 1942.

Were Japanese Americans relocated immediately after
the Gentleman's Agreement of 1907?
No, the internment of Japanese Americans did not occur immediately after 1907. The
agreement primarily limited immigration, but increased discrimination and suspicion led
to internment waves during World War II, especially after 1941.

How did the Gentleman's Agreement influence U.S.
immigration policies for Japanese nationals?
The agreement effectively limited Japanese immigration by discouraging Japanese citizens
from traveling to the U.S., which reduced Japanese labor influx. It also fostered an
environment of racial prejudice that affected policies and public attitudes towards
Japanese Americans.

What were the long-term consequences of the
Gentleman's Agreement for Japanese American
communities?
The agreement contributed to increased segregation, discrimination, and social isolation
of Japanese Americans. These effects persisted, leading to economic hardships, loss of
property, and the trauma experienced during internment periods.



Is the term 'Gentleman's Agreement' still relevant in
discussions about Japanese American history?
Yes, it is relevant as it highlights the diplomatic and social foundations that contributed to
anti-Asian policies and discrimination, which eventually led to the internment of Japanese
Americans during World War II.

Additional Resources
The impact of the 1907 Gentlemen’s Agreement on Japanese American
internment is a complex chapter in American history, revealing how diplomatic
negotiations can have far-reaching consequences for minority communities. This
informal understanding between the United States and Japan not only shaped
immigration policy but also set the stage for subsequent discriminatory practices,
culminating in the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II. To
fully grasp this historical trajectory, it is essential to examine the origins,
stipulations, and long-term effects of the agreement, as well as the socio-political
climate that facilitated these events.

Origins of the 1907 Gentlemen’s Agreement

Historical Context: Immigration and Racial Tensions
The early 20th century was marked by rising anti-immigrant sentiments in the United
States, particularly targeting Asian populations. The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 had
already established a precedent for restricting Asian immigration, and similar sentiments
extended towards Japanese immigrants. As Japanese laborers arrived in increasing
numbers, especially on the West Coast, communities faced fears about job competition,
cultural differences, and perceived racial threats.

During this period, Japanese immigrants primarily worked in agriculture, small
businesses, and manual labor, often settling in California and other western states. Their
growing presence sparked widespread concern among white workers and policymakers
who believed that Japanese immigration was undermining American labor standards and
racial integrity.

The Role of Diplomacy: The Need for a Diplomatic
Solution
In response to these tensions, the United States sought diplomatic avenues to curb
Japanese immigration without provoking outright hostility. Japan, for its part, was
concerned about the treatment of its nationals abroad and sought to maintain good
relations with the U.S. government.



The diplomatic negotiations culminated in what became known as the “Gentlemen’s
Agreement” in 1907—a bilateral understanding rather than a formal treaty—aimed at
reducing Japanese immigration to the United States. The agreement was termed
“gentlemen’s” because it relied on mutual understanding and diplomatic courtesy rather
than legal enforceability.

Provisions and Nature of the 1907 Gentlemen’s
Agreement

Key Terms and Diplomatic Undertakings
The core stipulations of the 1907 agreement included:

- Japan agreed to limit the issuance of passports to Japanese nationals seeking to emigrate
to the United States.
- The U.S. agreed to refrain from enacting formal laws restricting Japanese immigration.
- Both governments committed to addressing issues of discrimination and assimilation.

Importantly, the agreement was not codified into law but was an informal understanding,
relying heavily on diplomatic goodwill and the honor of both nations to uphold the terms.

Implementation and Effectiveness
Following the agreement:

- Japanese government implemented a de facto ban on issuing passports for emigration to
the U.S.
- Japanese Americans already in the U.S. faced increased scrutiny, but no immediate legal
restrictions were imposed.
- The agreement successfully reduced Japanese immigration to the U.S. during the period,
with annual arrivals falling significantly.

However, the agreement also laid a foundation for racial exclusion by tacitly accepting
discriminatory attitudes and policies. It did not address the rights of existing Japanese
Americans or their integration into American society.

The Long-Term Consequences of the Agreement

Precedent for Discriminatory Policies
The Gentlemen’s Agreement implicitly acknowledged that Japanese immigrants were
undesirable in the eyes of American policymakers and society. This attitude persisted and
was reinforced over the following decades, influencing the development of restrictive



immigration laws such as the Immigration Act of 1924, which explicitly banned Japanese
immigration altogether.

Furthermore, the agreement contributed to:

- Segregation in schools and public facilities.
- Discriminatory employment practices.
- Social exclusion and racial stereotyping.

Impact on Japanese American Communities
While the agreement curtailed new Japanese immigration, it also created a climate of
suspicion and marginalization for those already residing in the U.S., particularly on the
West Coast. Japanese Americans faced:

- Discriminatory housing covenants.
- Barriers to employment and education.
- Social discrimination and violence.

This systemic prejudice persisted for decades, setting the stage for the wave of internment
during World War II.

From Discrimination to Internment: A Path of
Escalation

World War II and the Shift in American Policy
The attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941 dramatically transformed American
attitudes towards Japanese Americans. Amid wartime paranoia and racial prejudice, the
U.S. government perceived Japanese Americans as potential threats, despite the lack of
evidence of disloyalty.

The long-standing discriminatory framework, reinforced by earlier policies like the
Gentlemen’s Agreement, created an environment in which internment could be
justified—at least in the eyes of policymakers and the public.

Executive Order 9066 and the Internment
In 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, authorizing the
forced relocation and internment of approximately 120,000 Japanese Americans, two-
thirds of whom were U.S. citizens. These internment camps, often located in remote
desert areas, involved:

- The seizure of Japanese American properties.
- Forced removal from their homes.



- Internment under military guard, often under harsh conditions.

The internment was justified at the time as a military necessity but has since been widely
recognized as a grave violation of civil rights and an act rooted in racial prejudice.

Analyzing the Chain of Events: From Agreement
to Internment

Linking Diplomatic Decisions to Domestic Policy
The 1907 Gentlemen’s Agreement set a precedent for exclusion and racial discrimination,
embedding a narrative that Japanese immigrants and Americans of Japanese descent were
inherently undesirable. This narrative persisted and was exploited during wartime to
justify internment.

The agreement’s implications extended beyond immigration reduction, influencing social
attitudes and government policies that marginalized Japanese Americans and deprived
them of constitutional rights during the war.

The Role of Racial Stereotyping and Fear
The internment was facilitated by deep-seated racial stereotypes portraying Japanese
Americans as disloyal or dangerous. The prior history of discrimination, legal exclusions,
and social marginalization created a fertile ground for such fears to be exploited
politically.

The internment was not an isolated incident but the culmination of decades of systemic
racism rooted in policies like the Gentlemen’s Agreement and reinforced by societal
prejudices.

Reparations and Modern Reflection

Redress and Apologies
In 1988, the U.S. government formally apologized for the internment through the Civil
Liberties Act, acknowledging that the internment was based on “race prejudice, war
hysteria, and a failure of political leadership.” The government authorized reparations for
surviving internees.

Lessons Learned and Ongoing Legacy
The history of the Gentlemen’s Agreement and subsequent internment serves as a stark



reminder of how diplomatic agreements, social attitudes, and political decisions can
intersect to produce profound injustices. It underscores the importance of vigilance, civil
rights protections, and inclusive policies.

The legacy continues to influence discourse on immigration, racial equality, and national
security policies today.

Conclusion
The 1907 Gentlemen’s Agreement was more than a diplomatic understanding; it was a
pivotal moment that reflected and reinforced racial prejudices against Japanese
immigrants. While initially aimed at curbing immigration, its long-term effects contributed
to systemic discrimination, social exclusion, and ultimately, the internment of Japanese
Americans during World War II. Recognizing this history is crucial to understanding the
importance of safeguarding civil liberties and combating racial bias in contemporary
society. It highlights how diplomatic and domestic policies can intertwine to shape societal
attitudes and government actions—sometimes with tragic consequences.

As A Result Of The Gentlemans Agreement Of 1907 Japanese
Americans Were Moved Immediately To Internment

As A Result Of The Gentlemans Agreement Of 1907 Japanese Americans Were Moved Immediately
To Internment

Related Articles
Please Help Will Mark Brainliest!!!!A University Had 150 Students Registered For An
Introductory Sociology
Explain How Legislation And Its Related Regulatory Requirements Relate To Risk
Management. In Your Answer:
Martas Math Textbook Weighs Four-fifths Of A Pound Less Than 4 Times The Weight Of The
Book She Is Reading

Back to Home

https://sip.evo9x.com/ma40/as-a-result-of-the-gentlemans-agreement-of-1907-japanese-americans-were-moved-immediately-to-internment.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma40/as-a-result-of-the-gentlemans-agreement-of-1907-japanese-americans-were-moved-immediately-to-internment.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma40/please-help-will-mark-brainliest-a-university-had-150-students-registered-for-an-introductory-sociology.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma40/please-help-will-mark-brainliest-a-university-had-150-students-registered-for-an-introductory-sociology.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma40/explain-how-legislation-and-its-related-regulatory-requirements-relate-to-risk-management-in-your-answer.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma40/explain-how-legislation-and-its-related-regulatory-requirements-relate-to-risk-management-in-your-answer.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma40/martas-math-textbook-weighs-four-fifths-of-a-pound-less-than-4-times-the-weight-of-the-book-she-is-reading.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma40/martas-math-textbook-weighs-four-fifths-of-a-pound-less-than-4-times-the-weight-of-the-book-she-is-reading.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

