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The history of Black communities in the United States is rich and complex,
marked by resilience, self-determination, and a desire for economic
independence. One notable chapter in this history is the emergence of Black
towns and settlements in the American West during the late 19th and early
20th centuries. These towns served as vital refuges where African Americans
could build lives free from the intense racial discrimination prevalent
elsewhere. The claim that by the turn of the 20th century, nearly 150 Black
towns existed in the West is rooted in historical research, but it also
invites scrutiny and further exploration. This article delves into the
origins, development, and significance of these towns, examining whether the
figure is accurate, and highlighting their enduring legacy.

The Origins of Black Towns in the West

Post-Reconstruction Migration and Settlement

After the end of Reconstruction in 1877, Black Americans faced increasing
hostility and institutionalized discrimination in many parts of the South. As
a result, many sought new opportunities elsewhere, including the West, where
the frontier offered hope for economic independence and social autonomy. The
West, with its less entrenched racial hierarchies compared to the South,
became a destination for Black migrants seeking to escape the oppressive
conditions of the Jim Crow South.

The Role of the Homestead Act and Land Opportunities

The Homestead Act of 1862 and similar policies provided opportunities for
land ownership, which attracted African Americans to the West. Black
entrepreneurs, farmers, and settlers established towns where they could
govern themselves and pursue economic activities like farming, ranching, and
commerce. These towns often emerged around land grants, railway stops, or
resource-rich areas.



Growth and Development of Black Towns in the
West

Key Locations and Examples

Several Black towns in the West became notable centers of Black life and
culture, including:

e Langston, Oklahoma

Dayton, Oklahoma

Boley, Oklahoma

Rosenwald, Texas

Empire, Colorado

Many of these towns were part of a broader movement of Black self-sufficiency
and community-building.

Characteristics of Black Towns

These towns shared common features:
e Self-governance and community organization
e Economic independence through farming, businesses, and trades
e Educational institutions like schools and churches

e Cultural institutions fostering Black identity and resilience

They served as safe havens where Black residents could exercise autonomy and
preserve their traditions.

Estimating the Number of Black Towns in the
West

The Claim of Nearly 150 Towns

Historical records and scholarly research suggest that, at the peak, there
were approximately 150 Black towns or settlements across the Western United



States. This figure encompasses towns in states such as Oklahoma, Colorado,
Kansas, Texas, and California. Oklahoma, in particular, became a hub of Black
settlement, with the "Black Wall Street" in Tulsa being one of the most
famous examples.

Sources and Evidence

Research by historians such as Jacqueline M. Moore, Roy Wilkins, and others
has documented numerous Black towns. The Oklahoma Historical Society and
various archival collections list dozens of such communities. However, the
number varies depending on definitions—some counts include smaller hamlets,
church settlements, or post offices established by Black communities.

Factors Affecting the Number

Several factors influence the accuracy of the figure:
e Definition of what constitutes a "Black town"
e Records and documentation limitations

e Town consolidation or disappearance over time

While 150 is a reasonable estimate for the number of Black towns in the West
during the early 20th century, some sources suggest the actual number might
have been somewhat lower or higher, depending on criteria.

The Decline of Black Towns and Their Legacy

Reasons for Decline

Many Black towns declined or were abandoned due to:

Economic downturns, especially during the Great Depression

Racial violence and intimidation leading to migration

Integration and urbanization trends

Loss of land due to legal disputes or sale



Preservation and Recognition

Today, efforts are underway to preserve the history of these towns. Some
sites are designated as historical landmarks, and museums and cultural
organizations work to educate the public about this important chapter in
American history.

The Significance of Black Towns in American
History

Self-Determination and Community Building

Black towns exemplify the pursuit of autonomy and self-determination. They
were spaces where Black Americans could control their economic, social, and
political destinies, challenging the narrative that African Americans could
only be passive recipients of American policies.

Contribution to Westward Expansion

These towns contributed significantly to the development of Western economies
and societies. Black farmers and entrepreneurs played vital roles in
agriculture, commerce, and culture, shaping the diverse fabric of the
American West.

Challenges and Resilience

Despite facing systemic racism, economic hardships, and violence, Black
settlers demonstrated resilience and ingenuity. Their towns stand as
testament to their enduring spirit and desire for freedom and prosperity.

Conclusion

The claim that nearly 150 Black towns existed in the West by the turn of the
20th century holds substantial truth, supported by historical research and
records. These towns were more than mere settlements—they were symbols of
hope, independence, and community for African Americans seeking to carve out
a space of their own in a challenging era. Recognizing and preserving their
history is crucial to understanding the broader narrative of African American
resilience and the ongoing quest for equality and justice in the United
States.

In summary:
- The number of Black towns in the West during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries is estimated at around 150.



- These towns served as vital centers of Black life, culture, and economic
independence.

- Their legacy continues to inspire discussions about self-determination,
community building, and racial justice.
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Understanding these towns enriches our appreciation of the diverse and
resilient history of African Americans across the United States, especially
in regions often overlooked in mainstream narratives.

Frequently Asked Questions

Was it true that by the turn of the 20th century,
nearly 150 Black towns existed in the American West?

Yes, it is true that by the early 1900s, nearly 150 Black towns had been
established in the West, reflecting a significant movement for Black self-
sufficiency and community-building.

Did Black towns in the West primarily serve as safe
havens for Black Americans escaping discrimination?

Yes, many Black towns provided safe havens where Black residents could live,
work, and govern themselves free from the racial violence and discrimination
prevalent elsewhere.

Were these Black towns economically self-sufficient
by the turn of the 20th century?

Many of these towns aimed for economic independence, establishing farms,
businesses, and schools to sustain their communities, although success varied
among towns.

Did the number of Black towns in the West decline
significantly after the early 1900s?

Yes, many Black towns faced economic challenges, racial violence, and
migration to urban centers, leading to a decline in their numbers over time.



Were Black towns in the West unique to that region,
or did similar communities exist elsewhere in the
United States?

While Black towns existed across the U.S., the West was notable for having
nearly 150 such towns by the early 1900s, making it a significant region for
Black community-building outside the South.

Additional Resources

By The Turn Of The 20th Century, Nearly 150 Black Towns Existed In The West -
True-FalseIll MARK BRAINLIEST

The narrative of American history often highlights the tumultuous journey
toward racial equality, but embedded within this story is a remarkable
chapter of resilience, autonomy, and community-building among Black
Americans. One of the most compelling aspects of this chapter is the
existence of numerous Black towns across the Western United States. By the
turn of the 20th century, nearly 150 such towns had been established, serving
as havens for Black entrepreneurs, farmers, and families seeking independence
and safety from racial discrimination prevalent in other parts of the
country. This article explores the origins, development, and legacy of these
towns, examining whether the claim that "by the turn of the 20th century,
nearly 150 Black towns existed in the West" is accurate, and what this
historical phenomenon reveals about Black agency during that era.

Historical Context: The Rise of Black Towns in
the United States

Post-Civil War Migration and Settlement Patterns

Following the Civil War and the abolition of slavery, African Americans
sought opportunities for economic independence, safety, and community
cohesion. The Reconstruction era (1865-1877) marked an initial wave of
migration and settlement, especially in the South, where Black Americans
established their own churches, schools, and businesses.

However, pervasive violence, discriminatory laws (Black Codes and later Jim
Crow legislation), and economic restrictions pushed many Black Americans to
seek refuge elsewhere. This quest for freedom and self-sufficiency spurred
the migration of Black populations westward, including to states like Kansas,
Oklahoma, Colorado, and California.



The Formation of Black Towns

In the West, Black settlers often faced less institutionalized racism
compared to the South, creating opportunities for establishing independent
communities. These towns were typically founded by Black entrepreneurs,
farmers, and families who pooled resources to buy land, build schools,
churches, and businesses, and create self-sustaining communities.

Some of the earliest and most prominent Black towns include:

- Nicodemus, Kansas (founded in 1877)

- Langston, Oklahoma (founded in 1890)
- Dearfield, Colorado (founded in 1910)
- Boley, Oklahoma (founded in 1903)

These towns became symbols of Black resilience and self-determination,
offering a degree of safety and autonomy that was often elusive elsewhere.

The Number and Distribution of Black Towns by
the Early 20th Century

Estimating the Number of Black Towns

Historical records and scholarly research suggest that at the height of their
development, roughly 150 Black towns existed across the United States, with a
significant concentration in the West and Midwest. The figure of nearly 150
towns is often cited in historical literature, but the exact count varies
depending on definitions of what constitutes a "Black town" and the criteria
used for inclusion.

Some of these towns:

- Were incorporated municipalities with formal governance structures.

- Were unincorporated but recognized communities.

- Were short-lived settlements that eventually disappeared due to economic
decline, violence, or migration.

In the West, particularly in Kansas, Oklahoma, and Colorado, the number of
Black towns was notable. Oklahoma alone boasted over 50 all-Black towns at
their peak.



Geographical Distribution and Key Regions

The distribution of Black towns was influenced by migration patterns,
economic opportunities, and local policies:

- Oklahoma: Known as "The Black Wall Street" era, with towns like Boley and
Taft.

- Kansas: Nicodemus and other towns formed by Black homesteaders.

- Colorado: Dearfield and other settlements founded during the early 20th
century.

- California and the West Coast: Smaller communities and neighborhoods that
served as centers for Black culture and enterprise.

While the number of towns peaked in the early 1900s, many declined during the
Great Depression, Dust Bowl, and due to urban migration.

Factors Contributing to the Establishment of
Black Towns

Economic Opportunities and Land Ownership

Black settlers often sought land ownership as a pathway to economic
independence. Government programs like the Homestead Act (1862) facilitated
land acquisition, and Black entrepreneurs established farms, stores, and
service businesses.

Community and Safety

Creating self-governing towns provided a buffer against racial violence and
discrimination. These communities fostered cultural identity, social
cohesion, and safety for their residents.

Religious and Educational Institutions

Churches and schools served as the backbone of these towns, offering
spiritual guidance and literacy education, which were vital for community
development.



Challenges Faced by Black Towns

Despite their resilience, Black towns faced significant challenges:

- Economic hardships, especially during the Great Depression.

- Racial violence and intimidation, particularly in regions with hostile
white populations.

- Limited access to capital and infrastructure.

- Migration trends that drew residents toward urban centers for better
opportunities.

Legacy and Modern Perspectives

Historical Significance

The existence of nearly 150 Black towns reflects a powerful story of Black
agency, entrepreneurship, and community-building in the face of systemic
adversity. These towns represented aspirations for independence and equality,
serving as proof that Black Americans could and did build thriving
communities.

Decline and Preservation

Many of these towns declined or disappeared by the mid-20th century due to
economic decline, migration, and integration into larger cities. Today,
efforts are underway to preserve the history of these communities,
recognizing their importance in American history.

Some towns, like Boley and Nicodemus, are designated historic sites,
attracting scholars and visitors interested in this unique chapter of
history.

Contemporary Relevance

Understanding the history of Black towns in the West offers insights into:

- The resilience and ingenuity of Black Americans.

- The importance of land ownership and community autonomy.

- How historical patterns of migration and settlement influence present-day
demographics.



It also challenges the misconception that Black community-building efforts
were confined solely to the South, highlighting the diverse experiences of
Black Americans across the nation.

Conclusion: Was the Claim Accurate?

Based on historical records and scholarly research, the claim that "by the
turn of the 20th century, nearly 150 Black towns existed in the West" holds
substantial truth. While the precise number may vary depending on definitions
and sources, the consensus acknowledges a significant presence of Black-
founded towns across Western states.

This chapter in American history underscores the proactive efforts of Black
communities to forge independent, self-sufficient towns amidst adversity.
Their legacy persists today, inspiring ongoing conversations about land
rights, community autonomy, and racial resilience.

In summary:

- True: Nearly 150 Black towns did exist in the West around the early 20th
century.

- These towns served as vital centers of Black culture, entrepreneurship, and
independence.

- Their stories contribute significantly to the broader narrative of American
history, illustrating resilience and community-building in the face of
systemic challenges.

Recognizing and studying these towns helps preserve a vital part of American
history often overlooked, honoring the perseverance of Black Americans who
sought to carve out spaces of safety, prosperity, and cultural identity in
the West.
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Note: The figures and examples provided are based on historical estimates and



documented towns; ongoing research continues to uncover more about this
important aspect of American history.
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