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Fragments, Run On Sentences, is a common issue faced by writers, students, and professionals
alike. These grammatical mistakes can significantly impact the clarity, professionalism, and overall
readability of a piece of writing. Whether you're drafting an academic essay, a business report, or
creative content, understanding how to identify and correct sentence fragments and run-on
sentences is crucial for effective communication. This article provides an in-depth guide to editing
sentences with these common errors, offering practical tips, examples, and exercises to improve
your editing skills and produce polished, error-free writing.

Understanding Sentence Fragments and Run-On
Sentences

Before diving into editing techniques, it’s essential to understand what sentence fragments and run-
on sentences are, how they differ, and why they pose problems in writing.

What Are Sentence Fragments?

A sentence fragment is a group of words that does not form a complete sentence. It may lack a
subject, a verb, or both, or it may not express a complete thought. Fragments often occur when
writers forget to include necessary components or intentionally use a fragment for stylistic reasons,
which can sometimes lead to confusion.

Common causes of sentence fragments include:

- Missing subject or verb

- Dependent clause presented as a complete sentence

- Incomplete thought or phrase

Example of a sentence fragment:

> Because I was late.

This is a fragment because it contains a dependent clause but lacks an independent clause to
complete the thought. To correct it, you could write:

> Because I was late, | missed the beginning of the meeting.



What Are Run-On Sentences?

Run-on sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are improperly connected without
appropriate punctuation or conjunctions. They can make sentences confusing and difficult to follow.

Types of run-on sentences include:

- Fused sentences: Two independent clauses joined without any punctuation or coordinating
conjunction.

Incorrect: I went to the store I bought some bread.

- Comma splices: Two independent clauses joined with only a comma.
Incorrect: I went to the store, I bought some bread.

Corrected examples:

- Using a period:
I went to the store. I bought some bread.

- Using a semicolon:
I went to the store; I bought some bread.

- Using a coordinating conjunction:
I went to the store, and I bought some bread.

Why Are Sentence Fragments and Run-On Sentences
Problematic?

Poor sentence structure can:

- Obscure meaning and cause confusion

- Reduce the professionalism of your writing

- Make your work appear careless or unpolished
- Hinder reader engagement and comprehension

By mastering the correction of these issues, writers can enhance clarity, improve flow, and produce
more compelling content.

Strategies for Editing and Correcting Sentence
Fragments

Correcting sentence fragments involves identifying incomplete sentences and transforming them



into complete, coherent statements.

1. Identify the Fragment

Begin by reading your text carefully. Look for groups of words that do not express a complete
thought or lack a subject or verb.

2. Add the Missing Components

Once identified, fix the fragment by including the necessary elements—such as a subject, verb, or
completing clause.

Examples:

| Fragment | Corrected Sentence |

I | |

| Because I was late. | Because I was late, [ missed the bus. |

| Running down the street. | He was running down the street. |

| When we arrived. | When we arrived, the meeting had already started. |

3. Use Complete Sentences for Clarity

Ensure each sentence stands alone as a complete thought. When in doubt, ask: Does this group of
words contain both a subject and a verb? Does it express a complete idea?

Strategies for Correcting Run-On Sentences

Fixing run-on sentences involves properly connecting independent clauses with appropriate
punctuation and conjunctions.

1. Break Up Fused Sentences

Use periods to split long sentences into shorter, clearer sentences.
Example:
> Fused sentence: I love reading I read every night.

> Corrected: I love reading. I read every night.



2. Correct Comma Splices

Replace the comma with a period, semicolon, or add a coordinating conjunction.
Examples:

| Incorrect | Corrected Options |

I | |

| I love reading, I read every night. | I love reading. I read every night. |

| I love reading, and I read every night. | I love reading, and I read every night. |
| I love reading; I read every night. | I love reading; I read every night. |

3. Use Coordinating Conjunctions and Semicolons

- Coordinating conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so (FANBOYS)
Example: [ wanted to go for a walk, but it started raining.
- Semicolons: to connect closely related independent clauses

Example: I wanted to go for a walk; it started raining.

Practical Tips for Effective Editing

Here are actionable tips to help you identify and correct sentence problems effectively:

1. Read aloud: Hearing your sentences can help catch fragments and run-ons that might be

missed when reading silently.

2. Use grammar checkers: Tools like Grammarly, Hemingway Editor, or Microsoft Word’s

grammar checker can flag potential issues.

3. Break long sentences: If a sentence feels unwieldy or overly long, consider splitting it into

smaller, manageable parts.

4. Focus on clarity: Ensure each sentence expresses a complete idea and connects logically to

the next.

5. Practice editing exercises: Regularly editing sample sentences improves your ability to spot

and fix errors quickly.



Common Mistakes to Watch Out For When Editing

While editing, be mindful of frequent errors that can slip into your writing:

¢ Incorrect punctuation between independent clauses
e Dependent clauses mistaken for complete sentences
¢ Overly long sentences that lack proper punctuation
e Fragmented phrases used as standalone sentences

e Comma splices that require correction

Practice Exercises for Improving Sentence Structure

To hone your editing skills, try these exercises:

1. Identify whether each sentence is a complete sentence, fragment, or run-on.

2. Rewrite the following fragments as complete sentences:

o Despite the rain.

o She enjoys swimming in the ocean.
3. Fix the following run-on sentences:

o I'love to write I do it every day.

o The sun was setting it was a beautiful sight.

Sample answers:

- Fragment correction:
Despite the rain, we decided to go hiking.
She enjoys swimming in the ocean.



- Run-on correction:
I love to write; I do it every day.
The sun was setting, and it was a beautiful sight.

Conclusion: Mastering Sentence Correction for Clearer
Writing

Effective writing hinges on clear, grammatically correct sentences. By understanding the nature of
sentence fragments and run-on sentences, and applying targeted editing strategies, you can
significantly improve your writing quality. Remember to approach editing as a vital part of your
writing process—reading carefully, using available tools, and practicing regularly. Over time, these
habits will help you produce polished, professional, and compelling content that communicates your
ideas with clarity and confidence.

Whether you are a student aiming for better grades, a professional crafting reports, or a creative
writer honing your craft, mastering sentence correction is an invaluable skill. Keep practicing, stay
attentive to common errors, and don’t hesitate to seek feedback from peers or mentors. Your writing
will become more precise, engaging, and impactful with each edit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a sentence fragment, and how can you identify it?

A sentence fragment is a group of words that is punctuated as a sentence but does not contain a
complete thought, often lacking a subject or a verb. You can identify it by checking if the group of
words can stand alone as a complete sentence; if not, it is likely a fragment.

What are common causes of run-on sentences, and how can
they be corrected?

Run-on sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are joined improperly, often lacking
punctuation or appropriate conjunctions. They can be corrected by adding a period, semicolon, or
coordinating conjunction with a comma to separate the clauses properly.

How can you effectively practice editing sentences to fix
fragments and run-ons?

Effective practice involves identifying problematic sentences, understanding the rules for complete
sentences, and rewriting fragments by adding missing components or splitting run-ons into separate
sentences. Regular exercises and peer reviews can also enhance editing skills.

What are some common punctuation mistakes that lead to



run-on sentences?

Common punctuation mistakes include using a comma splice (connecting two independent clauses
with just a comma) and neglecting to use periods or semicolons. Proper punctuation like periods,
semicolons, or coordinating conjunctions helps prevent run-ons.

How does understanding sentence structure improve editing
practice?

Understanding sentence structure helps identify incomplete thoughts and improper joins, enabling
you to revise sentences for clarity and correctness. It provides a foundation to distinguish between
complete sentences, fragments, and run-ons.

Can you give an example of a run-on sentence and its
corrected form?

Sure. Run-on: 'I love to read I go to the library often.' Corrected: 'I love to read, and I go to the
library often.' or 'T love to read. I go to the library often.’

Why is it important to practice editing sentences containing
fragments and run-ons?

Practicing editing enhances clarity, improves writing skills, and ensures effective communication. It
helps prevent misunderstandings and makes your writing more professional and polished.

Additional Resources

Editing Practice: The Sentences Below All Contain Some Kind Of Problem—Sentence Fragments,
Run-On Sentences

Effective writing hinges on clarity, coherence, and grammatical correctness. When sentences are
improperly structured—whether through fragments or run-ons—they can hinder understanding and
diminish the professionalism of the text. Recognizing and correcting these issues is a fundamental
skill for writers, editors, and students alike. This article delves into the common problems of
sentence fragments and run-on sentences, providing detailed explanations, examples, and practical
editing tips to improve sentence quality and overall writing style.

Understanding Sentence Fragments

What Are Sentence Fragments?

A sentence fragment is an incomplete sentence that lacks either a subject, a predicate, or both.
Fragments do not express a complete thought, making them confusing or misleading for the reader.
They often occur when a writer omits necessary parts or mistakenly believes a phrase or clause is a



complete sentence.

Examples of Sentence Fragments:
- Because I was late.

- Running down the street.

- The book on the table.

Corrected Versions:

- Because I was late, I missed the bus.

- She was running down the street.

- The book on the table belongs to Sarah.

Features and Common Causes of Fragments

- Missing main clause
- Dependent clauses standing alone
- Incomplete thoughts or phrases mistakenly punctuated as sentences

Pros of Recognizing Fragments:

- Improves clarity and flow

- Ensures each sentence conveys a complete idea
- Enhances overall professionalism in writing

Cons of Fragments:
- Can be accidental and hard to spot
- Sometimes used intentionally for stylistic effect, though this is rare

How to Correct Sentence Fragments

- Attach the fragment to a nearby complete sentence
- Convert the fragment into a complete sentence by adding missing elements
- Rephrase the fragment to stand alone as a complete thought

Editing Tips:

- Read sentences aloud to identify incomplete thoughts

- Look for dependent clauses or phrases that are punctuated as sentences

- Use punctuation effectively to differentiate complete sentences from fragments

Understanding Run-On Sentences

What Are Run-On Sentences?

A run-on sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses are improperly joined without
correct punctuation or coordinating conjunctions. These sentences are often too lengthy or



improperly punctuated, leading to confusion and difficulty in understanding.

Types of Run-On Sentences:
- Fused sentences: Two independent clauses joined without any punctuation
- Comma splices: Two independent clauses joined solely with a comma

Examples:
- Fused: I went to the store I forgot my wallet.
- Comma splice: I went to the store, I forgot my wallet.

Corrected Versions:

- I went to the store, but I forgot my wallet.
- I went to the store; I forgot my wallet.

- I went to the store. I forgot my wallet.

Features and Common Causes of Run-Ons

- Lack of proper punctuation
- Overly long sentences that contain multiple ideas
- Misunderstanding of grammatical rules for clause separation

Pros of Correcting Run-Ons:

- Clarifies relationships between ideas

- Improves readability

- Demonstrates mastery of grammatical conventions

Cons of Run-Ons:
- Can be challenging to identify in complex sentences
- Over-correction may lead to choppy writing

Strategies to Fix Run-On Sentences

- Use a period to separate independent clauses

- Use a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) with a comma
- Use a semicolon for closely related ideas

- Rephrase into a single, concise sentence

Editing Tips:

- Break long sentences into smaller parts

- Look for multiple independent clauses joined without proper punctuation
- Use grammar checking tools to identify run-ons

Comparison of Sentence Fragments and Run-On



Sentences

| Aspect | Sentence Fragments | Run-On Sentences |

I | I |

| Definition | Incomplete sentences lacking a subject or predicate | Multiple independent clauses
improperly joined |

| Common Causes | Missing parts, dependent clauses standing alone | Lack of punctuation, improper
clause connection |

| Impact on Clarity | Causes confusion, disrupts flow | Run-on sentences are hard to follow |

| Correction Strategies | Attach to complete sentences, add missing parts | Use punctuation,
conjunctions, or rephrase |

Key Takeaway: Both issues disrupt the natural rhythm of writing and should be identified and
corrected during editing to maintain clarity and professionalism.

Effective Editing Practice: Step-by-Step Approach

1. Read Aloud

Listening to your writing helps catch fragments and run-ons that may be overlooked when reading
silently.

2. Identify Problematic Sentences

Check for incomplete thoughts and improperly joined clauses.

3. Break Down Sentences

Separate overly long sentences into manageable, coherent units.

4. Correct Fragments

Attach fragments to nearby complete sentences or rephrase them into complete thoughts.

5. Fix Run-Ons

Insert proper punctuation, conjunctions, or rephrase to clarify relationships.



6. Review for Flow and Coherence

Ensure that the sentences connect logically and contribute to the overall message.

Additional Tips for Improving Sentence Structure

- Use varied sentence structures to enhance readability
- Avoid overusing complex or overly long sentences

- Maintain consistent tense and voice

- Utilize grammar and style guides for reference

- Seek feedback from peers or editors

Conclusion

Mastering the correction of sentence fragments and run-on sentences is essential for producing
clear, professional, and engaging writing. Recognizing these common issues, understanding their
features, and applying effective editing strategies can significantly improve your writing skills.
Remember, the goal is to communicate ideas effectively; well-structured sentences are the backbone
of that communication. Practice regularly, utilize available tools and resources, and develop a keen
eye for grammatical accuracy to elevate your writing to the highest standard.

In summary:

- Sentence fragments undermine clarity by leaving thoughts incomplete.

- Run-on sentences obfuscate ideas by improperly connecting clauses.

- Correcting these errors involves revising sentences for completeness and proper punctuation.
- Regular practice and attentive editing are key to mastering sentence structure.

By diligently applying these principles, writers can ensure their sentences are clear, concise, and
impactful, fostering better understanding and engagement with their audience.
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