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When it comes to effective communication, clarity is paramount. A garbled or confusing sentence not

only hampers understanding but can also lead to misinterpretation, frustration, and loss of credibility.

The sentence in question, labeled as Example 2, exemplifies such a problematic structure. To improve

its clarity, carefully selected revisions are necessary. In this article, we will analyze the original garbled

sentence, explore why it is confusing, and determine which two revisions among the options provided

would best clarify its meaning. We will delve into fundamental principles of sentence clarity, examine

common issues in sentence construction, and provide a detailed guide on how to select effective

revisions.

---

Understanding the Nature of the Garbled Sentence

What Makes a Sentence Garbled?

A garbled sentence typically suffers from one or more of the following issues:

- Poor sentence structure: The arrangement of words and phrases makes the sentence difficult to



follow.

- Ambiguous pronouns or references: When pronouns or references lack clear antecedents.

- Misplaced modifiers: Descriptive words or phrases placed too far from what they modify, leading to

confusion.

- Run-on sentences or fragments: Sentences that are too long or incomplete.

- Vague or ambiguous wording: Words that do not precisely convey the intended meaning.

In the case of Example 2, the sentence is confusing because it likely suffers from one or more of

these issues, making it necessary to revise for clarity.

Analyzing the Original Sentence

Suppose the original sentence is as follows:

"While the manager the team was working on the project, decided to change the deadline

unexpectedly."

This sentence is problematic because it is unclear who decided to change the deadline—the manager

or the team? The placement of phrases causes ambiguity, making the sentence confusing.

---

Common Strategies for Clarifying Confusing Sentences

1. Reordering Words or Phrases

Rearranging the elements of a sentence can improve clarity by making the subject, verb, and object



more immediately apparent.

2. Breaking Complex Sentences into Simpler Ones

Dividing long, complex sentences into shorter, more straightforward sentences helps prevent

confusion.

3. Adding Specific Details or Clarifications

Including precise nouns, pronouns, or clarifying phrases reduces ambiguity.

4. Correcting Modifiers and Pronoun References

Ensuring modifiers are placed next to the words they describe and pronouns have clear antecedents

helps eliminate confusion.

---

Identifying the Two Best Revisions

Suppose the options for revisions are as follows:

1. Revision A: "While the manager was overseeing the team working on the project, he decided to

change the deadline unexpectedly."

2. Revision B: "The team was working on the project, and the manager decided unexpectedly to



change the deadline."

3. Revision C: "The manager decided to change the deadline unexpectedly while the team was

working on the project."

4. Revision D: "While working on the project, the team noticed the manager's decision to change the

deadline unexpectedly."

---

Evaluation of the Revisions

Analysis of Revision A

Strengths:

- Clearly identifies the subject ("the manager") and the action ("decided to change the deadline").

- Places the timing ("while the manager was overseeing the team") upfront, providing context.

- Clarifies who made the decision.

Potential Limitations:

- Slightly longer sentence, but overall clear.

Analysis of Revision B

Strengths:



- Separates the actions into two clauses, making it easier to follow.

- Specifies that the manager's decision was "unexpectedly."

Potential Limitations:

- The phrase "and the manager decided unexpectedly" could be slightly awkward, but still

understandable.

Analysis of Revision C

Strengths:

- Concise and directly links the timing and action.

Potential Limitations:

- Slightly less explicit about who was working on the project, which may reduce clarity for some

readers.

Analysis of Revision D

Strengths:

- Focuses on the team noticing the decision, adding a different perspective.

Potential Limitations:

- Slightly shifts the original meaning; it may imply the team observed the decision rather than the

manager's action.



---

Conclusion: Which Two Revisions Clarify the Meaning Best?

After evaluating all options, the two revisions that most effectively clarify the original garbled sentence

are:

1. Revision A:

"While the manager was overseeing the team working on the project, he decided to change the

deadline unexpectedly."

This revision clearly states the subject (the manager), the context (overseeing the team), and the

action (decided to change the deadline). The use of a pronoun ("he") directly refers back to "the

manager," resolving ambiguity.

2. Revision C:

"The manager decided to change the deadline unexpectedly while the team was working on the

project."

This version maintains clarity by explicitly stating the main action first and then providing contextual

timing. Its straightforward structure makes the sentence easy to understand.

---

Key Takeaways for Clarifying Confusing Sentences



Focus on the Subject and Action

Always ensure that the subject performing the action is clear and unambiguous.

Use Clear and Logical Word Order

Arrange sentence elements so that the reader can easily follow the sequence of events or ideas.

Break Down Complex Ideas

When dealing with complicated information, divide it into simpler, shorter sentences for better

comprehension.

Eliminate Ambiguous Pronouns and Modifiers

Make sure pronouns have clear antecedents and modifiers are placed close to the words they

describe.

---

Final Thoughts

Effective communication hinges on clarity. When sentences become garbled or confusing, they risk

miscommunication and misunderstanding. Carefully analyzing the structure of problematic sentences

and applying targeted revisions—such as reordering words, clarifying references, and breaking complex



sentences into simpler ones—can significantly improve readability. In the case of Example 2, the two

revisions identified above exemplify these principles, transforming a confusing statement into a clear,

easily understandable sentence. By mastering these strategies, writers can ensure their messages are

conveyed accurately and efficiently, fostering better understanding and engagement with their

audience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main issue with the original sentence in Example 2?

The sentence is garbled and confusingly written, making it difficult to understand its intended meaning.

Which two revisions best clarify the meaning of the original confusing

sentence?

Revisions that simplify the sentence structure and clarify ambiguous phrases are most effective in

improving comprehension.

How can identifying the main idea help in choosing the best revision?

Focusing on the main idea ensures that the revision preserves the original message while eliminating

confusion.

What common errors should be avoided when revising a confusing

sentence?

Avoid excessive complexity, ambiguous wording, and unnecessary jargon that can make the sentence

more confusing.



Why is clarity important in sentence revisions?

Clarity ensures that the reader easily understands the message, reducing misinterpretation and

improving communication.

Can you provide an example of a confusing sentence and its two

effective revisions?

Original: 'Because of the fact that the meeting was canceled, everyone was disappointed.'

Revision 1: 'Everyone was disappointed because the meeting was canceled.'

Revision 2: 'The cancellation of the meeting disappointed everyone.'

What role does sentence structure play in clarifying confusing

sentences?

Proper sentence structure organizes ideas logically, making the sentence clearer and easier to

understand.

When selecting revisions, what should you prioritize to improve the

sentence?

Prioritize revisions that simplify language, clarify ambiguous terms, and ensure the sentence directly

conveys the intended meaning.

Additional Resources

Example 2 Is A Garbled Sentence, Confusingly Written. Which Two Revisions Below Would Clarify Its

Meaning?

When examining the clarity of written communication, one common challenge writers face is ensuring

that their sentences convey their intended meaning without ambiguity or confusion. A garbled sentence



often muddles the message, leaving readers puzzled about what the author is trying to say. This issue

can stem from poor sentence structure, ambiguous wording, or convoluted phrasing. In this article, we

will analyze an example of a confusingly written sentence, explore why it is problematic, and identify

which two revisions effectively clarify its meaning.

---

Understanding the Problem: What Makes a Sentence Garbled?

Before diving into the specific example, it's important to understand what constitutes a garbled

sentence and why clarity is essential.

Key characteristics of a garbled sentence include:

- Ambiguous phrasing: Words or phrases that can be interpreted in multiple ways.

- Poor sentence structure: Overly long, run-on, or fragmented sentences that disrupt flow.

- Lack of logical flow: Ideas that don't connect smoothly, causing confusion.

- Unnecessary complexity: Using complicated vocabulary or convoluted constructions when simpler

language would suffice.

Achieving clarity involves restructuring sentences to make their meaning as straightforward as

possible, often through revisions that simplify, reorganize, or specify.

---

The Original Garbled Sentence: An Illustration

Suppose we have the following sentence:

"Because the project was delayed, the team, which had been working diligently on the initial phases,

had to reorganize their priorities, leading to a significant setback that was unforeseen."



At first glance, this sentence attempts to explain a sequence of events, but it is overly lengthy and

contains multiple layers of information. The reader might find it challenging to parse the main point

amidst the subordinate clauses.

Why is this sentence confusing?

- It contains multiple ideas crammed into one sentence.

- The main action ("had to reorganize their priorities") is buried within subordinate clauses.

- It introduces a cause ("Because the project was delayed") but then diverges into consequences and

additional details.

- The phrase "leading to a significant setback that was unforeseen" is somewhat vague and

disconnected from the core idea.

---

Breaking Down the Sentence: Analyzing the Confusion

To clarify, let's identify the core ideas:

1. The project was delayed.

2. The team had been working diligently on the initial phases.

3. Due to the delay, the team had to reorganize their priorities.

4. This reorganization led to a significant, unforeseen setback.

The original sentence tries to incorporate all these ideas, but the complexity hampers comprehension.

To improve clarity, we need to:

- Simplify the sentence structure.

- Explicitly state the cause-and-effect relationships.

- Separate distinct ideas where necessary.



---

Which Two Revisions Would Clarify Its Meaning?

Below are two revisions that effectively clarify the original sentence. Each approach employs different

strategies but ultimately enhances understanding.

---

Revision 1: Divide into Shorter, Clearer Sentences

Original:

_"Because the project was delayed, the team, which had been working diligently on the initial phases,

had to reorganize their priorities, leading to a significant setback that was unforeseen."_

Revised:

"The project was delayed. As a result, the team, which had been diligently working on the initial

phases, had to reorganize their priorities. This reorganization led to an unforeseen, significant

setback."

Why this works:

- Breaking down complex ideas: Short sentences make each point clearer.

- Explicit cause-and-effect relationships: Using "As a result" and "This reorganization" explicitly links

actions and consequences.

- Enhanced readability: Readers can process each idea individually, reducing confusion.

Key features:

- Maintains all original information.

- Improves flow and comprehension.



- Suitable when clarity takes precedence over sentence brevity.

---

Revision 2: Rephrase for Conciseness and Directness

Original:

_"Because the project was delayed, the team, which had been working diligently on the initial phases,

had to reorganize their priorities, leading to a significant setback that was unforeseen."_

Revised:

"The delay in the project forced the diligent team to reorganize their priorities, which unexpectedly

caused a major setback."

Why this works:

- Concise language: Eliminates unnecessary clauses.

- Clear cause-and-effect: "The delay...forced" directly links cause and action.

- Active voice: Engages the reader with straightforward phrasing.

- Specificity: "Unexpectedly caused a major setback" clearly states the consequence.

Key features:

- More succinct than the original.

- Preserves the core meaning.

- Ideal when a straightforward, punchy statement is preferred.

---

Summary of Effective Revisions



| Aspect | Original Sentence | Revision 1 | Revision 2 |

|---|---|---|---|

| Structure | One long, complex sentence | Multiple short sentences | One concise, active sentence |

| Clarity | Difficult to parse | Easier to understand | Direct and explicit |

| Focus | Overloaded with details | Clear cause-and-effect | Emphasizes key points |

---

Additional Tips for Clarifying Garbled Sentences

- Identify the main idea: Focus on what you want the reader to understand.

- Use simple language: Avoid unnecessary jargon or complex phrasing.

- Break long sentences: Split into shorter sentences to improve readability.

- Use transitional words: Phrases like "because," "therefore," "as a result," and "which" help clarify

relationships.

- Be specific: Replace vague terms like "significant" or "unforeseen" with concrete descriptions when

possible.

---

Final Thoughts

Clarity in writing is essential for effective communication. When faced with a garbled sentence,

consider whether it can be simplified, split, or rephrased for better understanding. The two revisions

discussed—dividing into shorter sentences and rephrasing for conciseness—are powerful strategies to

transform confusing passages into clear, engaging statements. Applying these techniques consistently

will improve your writing clarity and ensure your audience grasps your intended message with ease.
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