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Understanding subject-verb agreement is fundamental in mastering English grammar. It ensures that
sentences are clear, grammatically correct, and easy to understand. In this exercise, learners are
asked to underline the correct form of the verb that agrees with the subject in each sentence.
Specifically, the focus here is on the sentence involving "stomach contents," which can be tricky
because "contents" is a plural noun, but the associated verb can vary depending on whether the
subject is considered singular or plural in context.

In this article, we will explore the nuances of subject-verb agreement, especially in sentences
involving collective nouns, indefinite pronouns, and complex subjects like "stomach contents." We'll
also provide tips for choosing the correct verb form and practice exercises to reinforce learning.

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the verb must agree in number with its
subject.

Basic Rules

- Singular subjects take singular verbs.

- Plural subjects take plural verbs.

- When the subject is a collective noun (e.g., team, group), the verb can be singular or plural
depending on whether the group is acting as a unit or as individual members.

- Indefinite pronouns (e.g., everyone, each, some) can be singular or plural depending on context.

Examples

- The dog barks loudly. (singular subject)

- The dogs bark loudly. (plural subject)

- Everyone is invited to the party. (singular indefinite pronoun)

- Some of the students are absent today. (plural indefinite pronoun)

Focus on "Stomach Contents": Singular or Plural?

The phrase "stomach contents" often causes confusion in subject-verb agreement because "contents"



is plural, but depending on the context, the verb might seem to lean towards singular or plural.

When "Contents" Acts as a Plural Subject
- "Contents" is a plural noun, so it generally takes a plural verb.

Example:
- The stomach contents reveal what the person ate.

When "Contents" Is Treated as a Singular Entity
- Sometimes, "contents" are treated as a single entity, especially when referring to the entire set of
items collectively.

Example:
- The stomach contents reveals the person's last meal.
(less common, more poetic or stylistic)

Correct Usage in Context
In most scientific or formal contexts, "contents" is considered plural, and the verb should agree
accordingly.

Correct:
- The stomach contents reveal the diet of the individual.

Incorrect:
- The stomach contents reveals the diet of the individual.

Exercise 1: Underline the Correct Verb

Below are sentences where you need to select and underline the correct form of the verb in
parentheses.

1. The sample of stomach contents (reveals / reveal) the last meal of the patient.
2. The various food particles in the stomach contents (reveals / reveal) a diverse diet.
3. The analysis of stomach contents (reveal / reveals) important information about digestion.

4. The contents of the stomach (reveal / reveals) nothing unusual.
5. The stomach contents (reveal / reveals) that the person had eaten a large breakfast.

Tips for Choosing the Correct Verb Form

To correctly match the verb with the subject, consider the following tips:

1. Identify if the subject is singular or plural



- "Contents" is typically plural, so it requires a plural verb ("reveal").
- Singular nouns require singular verbs ("reveals").

2. Pay attention to the context
- Sometimes, collective nouns or phrases imply a singular entity, affecting verb choice.

3. Watch for tricky phrases
- Phrases like "a number of" or "the majority of" can change the verb form depending on whether they
are considered singular or plural.

4. Use the basic rules as a guide
- When in doubt, replace the subject with a pronoun to check agreement:
- The stomach contents reveal - They reveal.

Additional Examples and Practice

Below are more sentences for practice, highlighting common patterns:

Examples:

- The contents of the box are missing.

- The content of the article is interesting.

- The contents in this report reveal a lot about customer preferences.
- The contents of the stomach reveal the recent meals.

Practice Exercise:
Fill in the blank with the correct form of the verb:

6. The label on the jar (states / state) the ingredients.

7. The collection of artifacts (was / were) displayed in the museum.
8. The list of ingredients (is / are) included at the end of the recipe.
9. The contents of the bag (was / were) scattered across the floor.
10. The information in the report (indicates / indicate) a trend.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While practicing subject-verb agreement, learners often make certain errors, especially with tricky
subjects.

Mistake 1: Treating "contents" as singular when it should be plural.
- Incorrect: The stomach contents reveals the details.
- Correct: The stomach contents reveal the details.



Mistake 2: Using plural verbs with singular subjects.
- Incorrect: The data supports the hypothesis.
- Correct: The data support the hypothesis. (Note: "Data" is plural, so "support" is correct)

Mistake 3: Confusing indefinite pronouns.
- "Everyone" is singular, so:

- Correct: Everyone is ready.

- Incorrect: Everyone are ready.

Conclusion

Mastering subject-verb agreement is crucial for effective writing and clear communication. When
dealing with phrases like "stomach contents," it's important to identify whether the noun is being
treated as singular or plural within the context. In most cases, "contents" is plural and takes a plural
verb, which means "reveal" is the correct choice.

Practicing exercises like the one above helps reinforce the rules and develop an intuitive sense of
proper agreement. Remember to analyze your subjects carefully, consider the context, and apply the
basic grammatical rules to ensure your sentences are both correct and professional.

By consistently applying these principles, you will improve your grammar skills, enhance your writing
clarity, and communicate more effectively in both academic and everyday settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

In the sentence 'Stomach contents (reveals/reveal) the
presence of digestion,' which form of the verb is correct?

The correct form is 'reveal' because 'contents' is plural.

Why do we use 'reveal’' instead of 'reveals' in ‘'Stomach
contents (reveal/reveals) the digestion process'?

Because 'contents' is a plural subject, so the verb must be in the base form 'reveal'.

What is the main rule for choosing between 'reveals' and
'reveal’ in subject-verb agreement?

Use 'reveals' with singular subjects and 'reveal' with plural subjects.



If the sentence is 'The stomach contents (reveal/reveals)
important information,' which verb is correct?

The correct verb is 'reveal' because 'contents' is plural.

How can you determine the correct verb form in sentences
like this?

Identify whether the subject is singular or plural; if plural, use the base form ‘'reveal'.

Is 'Stomach contents reveal the digestion process' correct,
and why?

Yes, it is correct because 'contents' is a plural noun, so the verb 'reveal' agrees with it.

Additional Resources
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When it comes to mastering English grammar, one of the fundamental skills learners need to develop
is understanding subject-verb agreement. This aspect of grammar ensures that sentences are clear,
grammatically correct, and easy to understand. The exercise titled "Underline The Form Of The Verb
That Agrees With The Subject" is designed to help students recognize and apply the correct form of a
verb based on its subject. In particular, this exercise focuses on the phrase "Stomach Contents,"
which can sometimes be tricky because it appears plural but is often treated as singular depending on
context. The two options given—"reveals" and "reveal"—highlight the importance of understanding
whether the subject is singular or plural, and selecting the appropriate verb form accordingly.

This article will explore the nuances of subject-verb agreement, emphasizing the specific case of
collective nouns and phrases like "stomach contents." We'll analyze the grammatical rules, provide

examples, and discuss common pitfalls to help learners improve their accuracy in sentence
construction.

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement

Basics of Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement is a grammatical rule that dictates that the subject of a sentence must agree
with the verb in number (singular or plural). The general rules are straightforward:

- Singular subjects take singular verbs.



- Plural subjects take plural verbs.
For example:

- The dog runs in the park. (singular subject "dog" with singular verb "runs")
- The dogs run in the park. (plural subject "dogs" with plural verb "run")

However, complications arise when the subject is a collective noun, a phrase, or a complex noun
phrase like "stomach contents."

Collective Nouns and Phrases

Collective nouns (e.g., team, group, committee) may be singular or plural depending on whether they
are considered as a unit or as individual members. American English tends to treat collective nouns as
singular, while British English sometimes treats them as plural.

Similarly, phrases like "stomach contents" can be tricky. Although "contents" is plural in form, it can

be treated as a singular entity in some contexts, especially when referring to a single collection or
whole.

Analyzing "Stomach Contents" and Its Verb Forms

"Stomach Contents" as a Subject

The phrase "stomach contents" refers to the material found within the stomach, often examined in
biological or medical contexts. Grammatically, "contents" is a plural noun, so the natural assumption
is that the verb should be plural, i.e., "reveal."

For example:

- The stomach contents reveal a lot about the person's diet.
- The stomach contents reveal traces of recent meals.

However, in some contexts, "stomach contents" might be treated as a singular entity, especially when
the focus is on the entire material as a single collection, leading to the use of "reveals."

For example:

- The stomach contents reveals a lot about the person's diet. (less common, more formal or specific to
certain contexts)

In standard practice, especially in scientific and formal writing, the plural form "reveal" is preferred
because "contents" is plural.



Choosing Between "Reveals" and "Reveal"

The correct verb form depends on whether the subject is considered singular or plural:

| Subject | Verb Form | Explanation |

| | | |

| Stomach contents | reveal | Because "contents" is plural, the verb should be "reveal. |

| The stomach contents | reveals | If "contents" is treated as a single collective entity, then "reveals"
could be acceptable, but less common. |

In most cases, the correct choice is "reveal."

Practical Examples and Exercises

Examples of Correct Usage

- The stomach contents reveal the animal's recent diet.
- Recent studies show that stomach contents reveal much about feeding habits.
- The lab report indicated that stomach contents reveal parasites and undigested food.

Common Mistakes

- The stomach contents reveals a lot about the person’s eating habits. (Incorrect—should be "reveal")
- The stomach contents are revealing a lot about the diet. (Incorrect—"contents" is plural, but "are
revealing" is awkward; better to keep to "reveal")

Exercise Practice

Students are often asked to underline the correct verb form:

1. The stomach contents (reveals/reveal) traces of recent meals.
2. The contents of the stomach (reveal/reveals) important information.
3. Scientific analysis of stomach contents (reveals/reveal) the diet of ancient humans.



Additional Considerations and Tips

Singular vs. Plural in Similar Phrases

- "News," "mathematics," and "physics" are singular nouns; they take singular verbs (e.g., "The news
is important").

- "Contents," "clothes," "scissors," and "pants" are plural nouns, so they take plural verbs (e.g., "The
contents are spilled").

Handling Collective Nouns

- When the group is acting as a unit, use singular verbs: "The team wins the match."
- When emphasizing individual members, use plural verbs: "The team are arguing among
themselves."

Special Cases

- In scientific contexts, "stomach contents" is usually treated as plural.
- In more abstract or conceptual contexts, the phrase might be treated as singular, but this is less
common.

Conclusion

Mastering subject-verb agreement, especially in complex phrases like "stomach contents," is essential
for clear and correct English writing. Recognizing whether the subject is singular or plural guides the
correct choice of verb form. In the case of "stomach contents," because "contents" is inherently
plural, the correct verb form is "reveal."

Practicing exercises that require underlining or choosing the correct verb form helps reinforce these
rules. Remember, attention to detail in grammar enhances the clarity and professionalism of your
writing. Whether you are drafting scientific reports, essays, or everyday communication,
understanding and applying proper subject-verb agreement ensures your message is conveyed
accurately.

Pros and Cons of Focusing on Subject-Verb Agreement

Pros:
- Improves grammatical accuracy.



- Enhances clarity and professionalism in writing.
- Builds a strong foundation for advanced language skills.

Cons:

- Can be confusing with collective nouns and phrases.

- Sometimes context-dependent, leading to ambiguity.

- May require memorization of rules that seem inconsistent at first.

Features of Effective Practice:

- Exercises like underlining the correct verb.

- Contextual understanding through real-world examples.
- Clear explanations of exceptions and special cases.

By continually practicing and paying close attention to the nuances of subject-verb agreement,
learners can substantially improve their grammatical proficiency, making their writing more precise
and impactful.

In summary, the correct form of the verb to use with the phrase "stomach contents" is "reveal," owing
to its plural nature. Recognizing such details is vital for grammatical correctness and effective
communication. With consistent practice, learners will become more confident in identifying and
applying the appropriate verb forms in various contexts.

Exercise 1 Underline The Form Of The Verb That Agrees With
The Subject Stomach Contents Reveals Reveal

Exercise 1 Underline The Form Of The Verb That Agrees With The Subject Stomach Contents
Reveals Reveal
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