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Understanding the function of noun clauses within sentences is a fundamental aspect of mastering
English grammar. Noun clauses act as a noun within a sentence, often serving as a subject, object, or
complement, and can add depth and complexity to writing. In this article, we will analyze the sentence
"The King Ordered" to identify if it contains a noun clause and explore the purpose such a clause
would serve if present. Furthermore, we will delve into the concept of noun clauses, their formation,

and their role in enhancing sentence structure and clarity.

What Is a Noun Clause?

A noun clause is a dependent clause that functions as a noun within a sentence. It can act as a
subject, an object, or a complement. Noun clauses often begin with words like what, who, whom,

whose, which, whoever, whomever, why, when, where, how, or that.

Examples of noun clauses:
- What he said surprised everyone. (Subject)
- | believe that she is honest. (Object of belief)

- The truth is that he was late. (Complement)



Components and Formation of Noun Clauses

Noun clauses are typically formed using:
- Question words: what, who, whom, whose, which, why, when, where, how
- The word "that" when introducing a clause

- An interrogative phrase that acts as a noun

Formation examples:
- What she did was unexpected. (Question word)
- That he failed the exam surprised everyone. (That-clause)

- | wonder why he left early. (Interrogative word)

Analyzing the Sentence: "The King Ordered"

The sentence "The King Ordered" is incomplete as it stands. It appears to be the beginning of a longer
sentence, possibly leading into a noun clause that clarifies or specifies what the king ordered. For

example:
- The King ordered that the prisoners be released.
- The King ordered the army to prepare for battle.

- The King ordered an investigation into the matter.

In these expanded forms, the sentence contains a noun clause or a noun phrase serving as the object

of the verb "ordered." Let's analyze each example:
Example 1: The King ordered that the prisoners be released.

- Noun Clause: that the prisoners be released

- Purpose: Serves as the direct object of the verb "ordered." It expresses what the king ordered.



Example 2: The King ordered the army to prepare for battle.

- Noun Phrase: the army to prepare for battle (not a clause)

- Purpose: The phrase specifies what was ordered, but it's not a clause.
Example 3: The King ordered an investigation into the matter.

- Noun Phrase: an investigation into the matter

- Purpose: Specifies the task ordered, but again, not a clause.
Conclusion: Without completing the sentence, it's difficult to identify a noun clause directly in "The King

Ordered." However, if the sentence continues with a clause starting with "that," "what," or another

question word, then that clause functions as a noun clause serving as the object of "ordered."

Identifying Noun Clauses in Extended Sentences

To understand how noun clauses work in sentences like "The King Ordered," consider the following
steps:

1. Look for words like "that," "what," "who," etc., that introduce a subordinate clause.

2. Determine if the clause functions as a subject, object, or complement.

3. Check the sentence structure to see if the clause completes the meaning of the main verb.

Example:

- "The king ordered that the decree be signed immediately."



- Clause: "that the decree be signed immediately."

- Purpose: Acts as the direct object, explaining what was ordered.

The Role and Purpose of Noun Clauses in Sentences

Noun clauses serve various functions in sentence construction, enhancing clarity, depth, and detail.

Here's a breakdown of their main purposes:
1. Serving as the Subject of a Sentence

When a noun clause functions as the subiject, it often introduces the main idea or topic of the

sentence.

Example:

- What he said was shocking.

- Purpose: The clause "What he said" is the subject, indicating the main topic.
2. Acting as the Object of a Verb

Noun clauses frequently act as the direct object, receiving the action of the verb.
Example:

- She believes that he is innocent.

- Purpose: The clause "that he is innocent" explains what she believes.

3. Functioning as the Object of a Preposition

Noun clauses can follow prepositions, functioning as the object of the preposition.

Example:



- They are concerned about what will happen next.

- Purpose: The clause "what will happen next" is the object of "about."

4. Serving as a Complement

Noun clauses can act as complements, completing the meaning of a linking verb.
Example:

- The truth is that he was absent.

- Purpose: The clause complements the subject "The truth."

Importance of Noun Clauses in Effective Communication

Using noun clauses appropriately allows speakers and writers to:

- Express complex ideas more precisely.
- Provide detailed information within a sentence.
- Clarify intentions, beliefs, and expectations.

- Make sentences more informative and engaging.
Example Comparison:
- Simple sentence: "He knows."

- Expanded with noun clause: "He knows that the meeting is scheduled for tomorrow."

This added detail clarifies what he knows, making communication clearer.

Common Noun Clause Introductory Words and Their Functions



| Word/Phrase | Function | Example Sentence |

| what | subject, object | | don’t understand what he said. |

| that | subject, object, complement | The fact that she arrived early surprised everyone. |
| whether | object | She asked whether it will rain. |

| if | object | | wonder if he will come. |

| who | subject, object | Who called last night remains a mystery. |

| whom | object | To whom should | address the letter? |

| whose | possession | | don’t know whose book this is. |

| which | choice | She couldn’t decide which dress to wear. |

| why | reason | | don’t understand why he left early. |

| when | time | Tell me when the meeting starts. |

| where | place | Do you know where she lives? |

| how | manner | He explained how he fixed the problem. |

Practical Tips for Identifying Noun Clauses

- Look for subordinate clauses introduced by question words or "that."
- Check if the clause can be replaced with a pronoun like "it" or "that" without changing the core
meaning.

- Determine if the clause functions as a subject, object, or complement.
Example:

- Sentence: "l believe that he is honest."

- Can be rephrased as: "l believe it," indicating "that he is honest" is the object clause.

Summary and Final Thoughts



While the initial sentence "The King Ordered" appears incomplete, understanding the role of noun
clauses in such contexts is crucial. When the sentence is extended with a clause starting with "that,"
"what," or other question words, these clauses serve as essential components that specify, explain, or

clarify the action or idea expressed by the main verb.

In conclusion, noun clauses are versatile and vital elements of English grammar. They work primarily
as subjects, objects, or complements, enriching sentences and allowing speakers and writers to
convey complex thoughts succinctly and effectively. Recognizing and correctly using noun clauses can
significantly enhance your writing and speaking skills, making your communication more precise and

impactful.

Remember: Always look for introductory words like "what," "that," "why," "how," etc., to identify

potential noun clauses and understand their purpose within the sentence structure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the noun clause in the sentence 'The King ordered’?
There is no explicit noun clause in the sentence 'The King ordered' as it is incomplete and lacks a

subordinate clause.

How can we identify a noun clause in a sentence like 'The King
ordered that the ceremony be postponed'?

The noun clause is 'that the ceremony be postponed,' which functions as the object of the verb

'ordered' and serves as the direct object.

What purpose does the noun clause 'that the ceremony be postponed'



serve in the sentence?

It serves as the direct object of the verb 'ordered,’ explaining what the King ordered.

Can the sentence 'The King ordered’' contain a noun clause, and if so,
how?

Yes, if extended to include a subordinate clause, for example, 'The King ordered that the event be

canceled,’ where 'that the event be canceled' is the noun clause serving as the object.

Why is it important to identify noun clauses in sentences like 'The
King ordered'?

Identifying noun clauses helps understand the complete thought or action, especially when the

sentence is expanded, and clarifies the sentence structure and meaning.

Additional Resources
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Understanding the intricacies of sentence structure is fundamental to mastering English grammar,
especially when it involves complex components like noun clauses. Noun clauses serve various
grammatical functions within sentences, acting as subjects, objects, or complements, and often provide
essential information that clarifies the meaning. This article delves into the identification and purpose of
noun clauses, with a particular focus on the sentence fragment, "The King Ordered," to illustrate these

concepts in a clear and comprehensive manner.

What Are Noun Clauses?



Before analyzing specific sentences, it is vital to understand what noun clauses are. A noun clause is

a dependent clause that functions as a noun within a sentence. It can serve as the subject, object, or

complement, and is often introduced by words like "that," "whether," "what," "who," "whom," "whose,"

"which," "how," "why," and "where."

Characteristics of Noun Clauses:

- They contain a subject and a predicate.
- They cannot stand alone as a complete sentence.
- They answer questions like "what?" or "which?" in relation to the main clause.

- They often act as the subject or object of a verb or as a complement.

The Sentence Fragment: "The King Ordered"

The phrase "The King Ordered" appears incomplete as a standalone sentence because it lacks an
object or a complement. To understand how noun clauses might fit into such a sentence, we need to

consider the full structure. Typically, this phrase would be part of a larger sentence, such as:
- "The King ordered that the guards be alerted."
- "The King ordered the soldiers to prepare for battle."

- "The King ordered what should be done immediately."

Each of these extended sentences contains a noun clause that serves a specific grammatical purpose.

Our goal is to identify such clauses and analyze their functions.

Identifying Noun Clauses in Extended Sentences



Let's explore common ways noun clauses appear following the phrase "The King ordered," and what

roles they play.

1. Noun Clause as the Direct Object

Definition: The direct object receives the action of the verb and answers the question "what?" or

"whom?" after the verb.

Example:

- "The King ordered that the gates be closed."

Analysis:
- The noun clause here is "that the gates be closed."
- It functions as the direct object of the verb "ordered."

- The clause answers the question: "What did the King order?"

Purpose:

- To specify what the King commanded.

- It conveys the content of the order directly.

2. Noun Clause as the Subject

Definition: The noun clause acts as the subject of the sentence, performing the action or being

described.

Example:

- "What the King ordered surprised everyone."

Analysis:



- The noun clause "What the King ordered" is the subject.

- It is performing the action "surprised."

Purpose:

- To emphasize the content or nature of the order.

- To create a focus on the information that follows.

3. Noun Clause as a Complement

Definition: The clause completes the meaning of a subject or object, often after linking verbs like "be"

or "seems."

Example:

- "The problem is what the King ordered."
Analysis:
- The noun clause "what the King ordered" functions as a subject complement.

- It explains or identifies the subject "the problem."

Purpose:

- To provide clarification or identification of the subject or object.

Recognizing Common Introducers of Noun Clauses

Noun clauses often begin with specific words that signal their presence. These include:

- "that" (e.g., "He said that he would come.")



- "what" (e.g., "l don't know what he wants.")

- "whether" (e.g., "She asked whether it was safe.")

- "who" / "whom" / "whose" (e.g., "l| wonder who will arrive.")
- "which" (e.g., "Choose which you prefer.")

- "how" (e.g., "She explained how she did it.")

- "why" (e.g., "I don't understand why he left.")

- "where" (e.g., "Tell me where you went.")

Knowing these introducers helps in quickly identifying noun clauses and understanding their role within

the sentence.

Analyzing "The King Ordered" — A Hypothetical Construction

Since "The King Ordered" is a fragment, let's consider how it might be expanded into sentences

containing noun clauses, along with their functions:

Example 1: As a sentence with a direct object noun clause

Full sentence:

The King ordered that the prisoners be released.

Noun clause:

"that the prisoners be released"
Function:
- Acts as the direct object of "ordered."

- Explains what the King ordered.

Example 2: As a sentence with a subject noun clause



Full sentence:

What the King ordered was carried out immediately.

Noun clause:

"What the King ordered"

Function:

- Serves as the subject of the sentence.

- Highlights the content of the order.

The Significance of Noun Clauses in Communication

Understanding noun clauses is more than an academic exercise; it enhances clarity and precision in

communication. In narrative or formal writing, they allow speakers and writers to embed detailed

information within a sentence efficiently.

Practical benefits include:

- Conciseness: Embedding complex ideas within a single sentence without verbosity.

- Clarity: Clearly indicating what is being ordered, asked, or described.

- Emphasis: Highlighting specific information, such as the content of a command or inquiry.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

While identifying and using noun clauses effectively, learners often encounter challenges:

- Confusing noun clauses with other dependent clauses: Relative clauses or adverbial clauses may



look similar but serve different functions.
- Misidentifying introducers: Noticing words like "that" or "what" at the beginning of the clause is key.
- Overlooking the clause's role: Recognizing whether the clause acts as subject, object, or complement

is essential for proper sentence analysis.

Tip:
Always ask questions like "What?" or "Whom?" after the verb to determine if a noun clause is present

and what function it serves.

Conclusion

Noun clauses are vital components of complex sentences that enable precise and nuanced
expression. In the context of the phrase "The King Ordered," identifying the accompanying noun
clauses reveals the nature of the command, the content of the order, or the focus of the sentence.
Whether functioning as subjects, objects, or complements, these clauses enrich language by
embedding detailed information seamlessly. Mastery of their identification and purpose enhances both

understanding and effective communication in English.

By paying attention to introductory words and the syntactic role within sentences, learners and writers
can better appreciate the power and flexibility of noun clauses, transforming fragmented expressions

like "The King Ordered" into meaningful, complete statements.
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