
Historians Generally Rate Franklin D. Roosevelt As

One Of The Three Greatest American Presidents.

Describe

Historians Generally Rate Franklin D. Roosevelt As One Of The

Three Greatest American Presidents. Describe

Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR), the 32nd President of the United States, holding office from 1933 until

his death in 1945, remains a towering figure in American history. Widely regarded by historians as one

of the nation’s greatest presidents—often ranking alongside George Washington and Abraham

Lincoln—Roosevelt’s leadership spanned some of the most turbulent times in U.S. history. His

presidency coincided with the depths of the Great Depression and the upheaval of World War II, two

crises that demanded bold, innovative, and resilient leadership. The consensus among scholars and

political analysts recognizes Roosevelt’s unique capacity to transform American society, reshape

government functions, and influence global affairs. This article explores the reasons behind this high

regard, examining his domestic policies, leadership during wartime, and lasting legacy.

Why Historians Consider Franklin D. Roosevelt Among the

Greatest Presidents

Transformational Leadership During the Great Depression



The Great Depression, which began with the stock market crash of 1929, plunged the United States

into economic chaos. Unemployment soared, banks failed, and millions faced poverty and despair.

Roosevelt’s election in 1932 marked a turning point; his campaign promised a “New Deal” for

Americans, aiming to restore economic stability and social security.

His domestic policy initiatives fundamentally reshaped the federal government’s role in the economy

and society. Roosevelt’s leadership during this period is characterized by:

Enacting the New Deal: A series of programs, public work projects, financial reforms, and

regulations designed to provide relief, recovery, and reform.

Establishing Social Security: Creating a safety net for the elderly, unemployed, and

disadvantaged.

Regulating financial markets: Implementing the Securities Act and the Glass-Steagall Act to

prevent future collapses.

Supporting labor rights: Strengthening unions and workers’ protections.

These initiatives not only alleviated some immediate hardships but also permanently expanded the

scope of federal authority and social welfare programs. Many of the reforms he introduced have

become cornerstones of the modern American social safety net.

Leadership During World War II

When World War II erupted, Roosevelt’s leadership was pivotal in shaping the Allied victory. His ability

to mobilize the nation and coordinate a massive war effort demonstrated his strategic vision and

diplomatic skills.



Key aspects of his wartime leadership include:

Unifying the nation: FDR used his fireside chats and speeches to rally Americans and foster a

sense of unity and purpose.

Forging alliances: He played a crucial role in creating and strengthening alliances with Britain,

the Soviet Union, and other Allies.

Military strategy and support: Oversaw the expansion of the U.S. military and ensured effective

logistical support for the Allied campaigns.

Diplomatic leadership: Navigated complex international negotiations and helped shape the post-

war world order.

Roosevelt’s leadership during WWII not only contributed directly to the defeat of the Axis powers but

also established the United States as a global superpower.

Enduring Domestic and Global Legacy

Beyond immediate achievements, Roosevelt’s presidency left a profound legacy that continues to

influence American political and social life:

Expanding federal government: His policies set precedents for government intervention in the1.

economy, health, and welfare.

Strengthening democracy: His commitment to democratic ideals, despite facing opposition,2.

reinforced the resilience of American democracy.



Shaping international relations: His leadership in establishing the United Nations and promoting3.

global stability post-WWII cemented his international influence.

Historians often evaluate Roosevelt’s leadership qualities—his resilience, vision, and capacity for

innovation—as central to his high ranking among American presidents.

Criteria Used by Historians to Evaluate Roosevelt’s Presidency

Effectiveness in Crisis Management

Roosevelt’s ability to confront and manage crises is a major factor in his high regard. His decisive

action during the Great Depression and World War II demonstrated exceptional crisis leadership.

Impact on American Society

The scope of his reforms and policies fundamentally changed American society. The New Deal

reshaped social policy, while his wartime policies laid the groundwork for America’s post-war

prosperity.

Innovative Leadership and Vision

His willingness to experiment with new ideas—such as social security, financial regulation, and

international cooperation—showed innovative leadership that has influenced future presidents.



Global Influence and Diplomacy

Roosevelt’s role in establishing the United Nations and shaping the post-war world order underscores

his global impact, elevating his stature in history.

Political Skill and Resilience

Despite facing significant opposition, including from Congress and political rivals, Roosevelt’s political

skill and resilience allowed him to implement his agenda effectively.

Contemporary and Historical Perspectives

Supporters’ Viewpoints

Supporters argue that Roosevelt’s bold policies pulled America out of economic despair and

established a foundation for long-term social and economic stability. His leadership in WWII also

positioned the U.S. as a global superpower, ensuring national security and international influence.

Critics’ Perspectives

Some critics contend that Roosevelt’s expansion of federal power infringed on individual liberties and

extended government overreach. Others question the cost of some New Deal programs and wartime

policies.



Conclusion: Why Roosevelt Continues to Be Celebrated as One

of the Greatest Presidents

In summary, Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidency is characterized by transformative leadership during

crises, pioneering social and economic reforms, and global diplomacy that reshaped America’s role in

the world. His ability to navigate complex domestic and international challenges, coupled with his

visionary outlook, solidifies his reputation among historians as one of the three greatest presidents in

American history. While not without controversy, his enduring legacy of resilience, innovation, and

leadership continues to influence the United States and the world. His presidency exemplifies the

qualities of a leader capable of inspiring change in times of profound adversity, ensuring his place in

the pantheon of American greatness.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do many historians consider Franklin D. Roosevelt one of the

greatest American presidents?

Historians often cite Roosevelt's leadership during the Great Depression and World War II, his

innovative policies like the New Deal, and his ability to unify the nation during times of crisis as

reasons for ranking him among the greatest presidents.

What are some key accomplishments of Franklin D. Roosevelt that

contribute to his high historical ranking?

Key accomplishments include the implementation of the New Deal programs, establishing Social

Security, leading the nation through World War II, and significantly expanding the power of the federal

government to address economic and social issues.



How did Roosevelt's leadership during the Great Depression impact his

reputation among historians?

Roosevelt's proactive approach with New Deal reforms helped stabilize the economy and provided

relief to millions, earning him admiration for his effective leadership during one of America's most

challenging periods.

In what ways did Roosevelt's presidency influence the role of the

federal government?

He expanded the scope and power of the federal government through new agencies and programs,

setting a precedent for government intervention in economic and social affairs that persists today.

What were Roosevelt’s most significant foreign policy achievements?

His leadership in establishing the United Nations, supporting the Lend-Lease Act, and guiding the U.S.

through World War II are considered his most significant foreign policy accomplishments.

How do historians compare Roosevelt to other great American

presidents like Lincoln and Washington?

While Lincoln is praised for preserving the Union and ending slavery, and Washington for founding the

nation, Roosevelt is recognized for transformative domestic reforms and his leadership during global

conflict, placing him in the top tier of presidential greatness.

What criticisms or controversies surround Roosevelt’s presidency that

historians consider?

Criticisms include his expansion of executive power, the internment of Japanese Americans during

WWII, and concerns about the long-term effects of New Deal policies on government size and

economy.



How do modern historians view Roosevelt’s legacy in shaping

America’s identity?

Modern historians see Roosevelt as a pivotal figure who shaped the modern American identity through

his leadership in crisis, his progressive policies, and his vision of a stronger, more active federal

government.

Why is Franklin D. Roosevelt often ranked alongside Abraham Lincoln

and George Washington in presidential greatness?

Roosevelt is ranked alongside these presidents because of his transformative leadership during pivotal

moments in American history, his lasting impact on the nation's political and social landscape, and his

ability to rally the American people during times of profound crisis.

Additional Resources

Franklin D. Roosevelt: One of America's Greatest Presidents—A Historical Appraisal

When examining the pantheon of American leadership, few presidents evoke the same level of

scholarly admiration and debate as Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR). Historians consistently rank him

among the top three greatest presidents in U.S. history, a testament to his transformative impact

during some of the nation's most tumultuous periods. To understand this elevated regard, it is

essential to analyze FDR’s leadership in various dimensions—from his responses to crises to his vision

for the American future, and how his presidency reshaped the nation’s political, economic, and social

fabric.

---



Introduction: The Enduring Legacy of Franklin D. Roosevelt

Franklin Delano Roosevelt served as the 32nd President of the United States from 1933 to 1945,

marking the longest tenure of any American president. His leadership spanned the depths of the Great

Depression and the tumultuous years of World War II, positioning him as a pivotal figure in defining

modern America. Historians’ high regard for Roosevelt stems from his innovative policies, strategic

vision, and ability to mobilize the American people through unprecedented crises.

---

The Context of Roosevelt’s Presidency

The Great Depression

- The most severe economic downturn in U.S. history, beginning with the stock market crash of 1929.

- Widespread unemployment, bank failures, deflation, and social despair.

- Roosevelt’s election in 1932 was propelled by a promise to restore economic stability and hope.

World War II

- A global conflict that challenged American security and prosperity.

- Roosevelt’s leadership was instrumental in mobilizing the nation for war and shaping post-war world

order.

---



Key Aspects of Roosevelt’s Presidency That Cement His

Historical Status

1. The New Deal: Transforming the American Social and Economic

Landscape

- Roosevelt’s bold and expansive set of programs aimed at relief, recovery, and reform.

- Significance:

- Established the foundation of the modern welfare state.

- Created agencies like the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), Public Works Administration (PWA),

and Social Security Administration.

- Addressed unemployment and poverty with innovative approaches.

- Impact:

- Restored confidence in financial institutions with reforms such as the Federal Deposit Insurance

Corporation (FDIC).

- Implemented labor protections, including the National Labor Relations Act (Wagner Act).

- Laid the groundwork for future social programs and economic regulation.

2. Leadership During Crises: The Art of Crisis Management

- Roosevelt’s ability to communicate effectively ("Fireside Chats") helped build public trust.

- He demonstrated remarkable resilience and adaptability:

- Navigated the nation through the depths of economic despair.

- Managed wartime mobilization and diplomacy with finesse.

- Maintained unity and morale in times of national peril.



3. Innovation in Governance and Policy

- Embraced a proactive government role in economic and social life.

- Pioneered federal intervention in economic affairs, setting precedents for future administrations.

- His leadership style combined pragmatism with a visionary outlook, emphasizing experimentation and

flexibility.

4. Foreign Policy and the Global Stage

- Maintained a policy of neutrality initially but prepared the U.S. for eventual involvement.

- Fostered alliances through programs like Lend-Lease.

- Laid the political and military groundwork for the United States’ leadership role in the post-war world,

including the establishment of the United Nations.

5. Political Skill and Legacy

- Built a broad coalition that reshaped American politics, including the Democratic Party’s dominance

for decades.

- His ability to inspire hope and confidence earned him enduring loyalty.

- The New Deal coalition influenced policy and electoral politics well beyond his presidency.

---

Scholarly Evaluations and Rankings

Historians’ Consensus

- Multiple surveys, such as those conducted by C-SPAN and academic historians, rank Roosevelt as

one of the top three presidents.



- Commonly cited alongside George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.

- Recognized especially for his leadership during crises and his lasting policy innovations.

Criteria for Ranking

- Crisis leadership

- Policy impact and innovation

- Long-term influence

- Vision for America

- Effectiveness in unifying the country

Why Is Roosevelt Placed Among the Greatest?

- His ability to navigate the nation through unprecedented crises.

- The breadth and depth of his policy reforms.

- His visionary leadership on domestic and international fronts.

- His enduring influence on American political culture and policy.

---

Controversies and Criticisms

No figure of Roosevelt’s stature is without critics. Some of the primary criticisms include:

- Expansion of Federal Power: Critics argue that the New Deal led to an overreach of government

authority, threatening individual liberties.

- Economic Interventions: Some believe that certain policies prolonged the depression or created

market distortions.

- Civil Rights and Social Justice: Roosevelt’s policies were sometimes slow to address racial

inequalities, and his administration maintained segregationist practices in some agencies.



- Internment of Japanese Americans: His authorization of Executive Order 9066 in 1942 led to the

internment of Japanese Americans, which is viewed as a grave injustice.

Despite these criticisms, most scholars agree that Roosevelt’s overall impact and leadership qualities

justify his ranking among the greatest presidents.

---

Conclusion: Why Historians Endorse Roosevelt as One of the

Top Three Presidents

The consensus among historians that Franklin D. Roosevelt belongs to the elite echelon of American

presidents is rooted in his extraordinary capacity to lead a nation through its darkest hours with

innovative policies, strategic foresight, and compelling communication. His New Deal reshaped the

American social contract, establishing a safety net that persists today and redefining the role of

government in citizens’ lives. His wartime leadership positioned the United States as a global

superpower and laid the foundation for a more cooperative international order.

While not without flaws, Roosevelt’s presidency exemplifies transformative leadership—balancing

pragmatic governance with visionary ideals. His ability to inspire hope, foster resilience, and implement

enduring reforms ensures his enduring legacy in American history. As such, it is no surprise that most

scholars rank him among the three greatest American presidents, a testament to his profound

influence and the enduring relevance of his leadership principles.

---

In summary, Franklin D. Roosevelt’s leadership during the Great Depression and World War II, his

groundbreaking policy initiatives, and his strategic vision for America’s future secure his place among

the pantheon of legendary presidents. Historians’ high regard for him reflects a recognition of his



exceptional ability to navigate crises, enact lasting change, and elevate the nation’s global

stature—attributes that continue to resonate in the collective memory of the United States.
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