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The Start Menu is a central hub in Windows operating systems, providing quick access to
your applications, settings, and files. Customizing the Start Menu enables users to
streamline their workflow, declutter their interface, and personalize their computing
environment for efficiency and aesthetics. Whether you're looking to remove unnecessary
applications to keep your menu tidy or add shortcuts for quick access to frequently used
programs, understanding how to modify Start Menu elements is essential for a tailored user
experience.

In this comprehensive guide, we'll explore two primary methods of customizing the Start
Menu:

- Removing Applications from the Start Menu
- Adding Shortcuts to the Start Menu

We'll walk through step-by-step procedures, tips, and best practices to help you optimize
your Start Menu for maximum productivity.

Understanding the Importance of Customizing the
Start Menu

Before diving into modification techniques, it's beneficial to understand why customizing
the Start Menu is advantageous:

- Enhanced Productivity: Quick access to frequently used apps reduces time spent
searching.

- Decluttered Interface: Removing unused or unwanted applications creates a cleaner look.
- Personalization: Tailoring the menu to reflect your workflow or preferences improves user
satisfaction.

- Performance Optimization: Reducing the number of pinned or listed applications can
slightly improve system navigation.

Whether you're a casual user or a power user, customizing the Start Menu aligns your
computing environment with your specific needs.



How to Remove Applications From the Start Menu

Removing applications from the Start Menu helps in decluttering your interface, making it
easier to access the programs you use most often. There are several methods to remove
applications, depending on whether the app is pinned, listed, or a system app.

Method 1: Remove Pinned Applications

Pinned applications are shortcuts that appear directly on the Start Menu or the taskbar. To
remove a pinned app:

1. Open the Start Menu by clicking the Windows icon or pressing the Windows key.

2. Locate the application you want to remove from the pinned list.

3. Right-click on the application's tile or icon.

4. Select Unpin from Start from the context menu.

> Tip: If you want to remove multiple applications, repeat the process for each.

Method 2: Remove Applications From the List (All Apps
Section)

Some applications appear in the "All Apps" list within the Start Menu, which can be
accessed by clicking "All Apps" at the bottom of the menu.

To remove an app from the All Apps list:

- For Desktop Applications:

1. Open the Start Menu.

2. Navigate to the app you wish to remove.

3. Right-click the app.

4. Select Uninstall if you want to remove the application entirely from your computer.
Note: This method deletes the application, not just from the Start Menu.

- To remove only the shortcut from the Start Menu without uninstalling:

1. Locate the application's folder in the Start Menu directories (see below).



2. Delete or hide the shortcut files.
Note: Windows stores Start Menu shortcuts in specific system folders:

- For individual user:
"C:\Users\\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\Windows\Start Menu\Programs"

- For all users:
"C:\ProgramData\Microsoft\Windows\Start Menu\Programs"

Modifying these folders allows you to control which applications appear in the Start Menu.

Method 3: Use Settings to Remove Pre-installed or
System Apps

Some system apps or pre-installed applications can be removed or hidden via Settings:
1. Open Settings (Windows + I).

2. Navigate to Apps > Installed apps.

3. Find the application you want to remove.

4. Click on it and select Uninstall.

> Caution: Not all system apps can be uninstalled, and removing certain apps may impact
system functionality.

How to Add Shortcuts to the Start Menu

Adding shortcuts enhances quick access to your favorite or frequently used applications.
There are various ways to add shortcuts to the Start Menu, depending on your preferences.

Method 1: Pinning Applications Directly from the Start
Menu or Desktop

One of the simplest ways to add shortcuts:

1. Open the application via the Start Menu or locate its executable on your desktop.
2. Right-click the application icon.

3. Select Pin to Start.

This creates a tile or shortcut directly in the Start Menu for easy access.

Tip: You can also drag and drop applications directly onto the Start Menu or taskbar for



pinning.

Method 2: Manually Creating Shortcuts in the Start
Menu Programs Folder

For more customization, you can manually add shortcuts to the Start Menu directories:
1. Locate or create the shortcut of the application:

- Right-click the application or its executable file.
- Select Create shortcut.

2. Move or copy the shortcut to the appropriate folder:

- For personal start menu:
"C:\Users\\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\Windows\Start Menu\Programs"

- For all users:
" C:\ProgramData\Microsoft\Windows\Start Menu\Programs"

3. Once the shortcut is in the folder, it will appear in the Start Menu after a refresh.

Note: You may need administrator privileges to add shortcuts to the all users folder.

Method 3: Using Context Menu to Add Shortcuts

Some third-party tools and context menu options allow you to create and add shortcuts
easily:

- Right-click on the desktop or in File Explorer.

- Choose New > Shortcut.

- Enter the path of the application or file.

- Name the shortcut.

- Place it in the Start Menu folder as described above.

Best Practices for Modifying the Start Menu

To ensure your Start Menu remains organized and efficient, consider these best practices:

- Prioritize frequently used apps: Pin your most used applications for quick access.

- Group related applications: Use folders or groups to organize similar apps.

- Remove unnecessary applications: Regularly review and uninstall or unpin apps that are
no longer needed.



- Use descriptive names: Rename shortcuts for clarity if necessary.
- Backup your customizations: Keep a backup of your Start Menu shortcuts and layout,
especially if you customize extensively.

Additional Tips and Tools for Advanced
Customization

- Using PowerShell: Advanced users can script modifications of the Start Menu using
PowerShell commands.

- Third-party customization tools: Software like Start Menu X or Classic Shell offers more
control over menu appearance and behavior.

- Live Tiles: Customize live tiles by resizing or configuring their content for real-time
updates.

Conclusion

Customizing the Start Menu by removing applications and adding shortcuts is a
straightforward process that significantly improves your Windows experience. Whether you
prefer a minimalist approach by removing unnecessary apps or a personalized setup with
shortcuts to your favorite tools, these modifications can make your workflow more efficient
and enjoyable.

Remember to reqgularly review and adjust your Start Menu to reflect your changing needs
and preferences. With the right tools and techniques, you can transform your Start Menu
into a powerful, personalized launchpad tailored specifically to your usage habits.
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Frequently Asked Questions

How can you remove applications from the Start Menu?

You can remove applications from the Start Menu by right-clicking on the app and selecting
'‘Unpin from Start' or 'Remove from this list," depending on your system version.

What is the process to add a shortcut to the Start
Menu?

To add a shortcut, locate the application or file, right-click it, and select 'Pin to Start' to
create a quick access tile.

Can | customize the layout of the Start Menu?

Yes, you can resize, move, and organize tiles within the Start Menu to personalize its layout
according to your preferences.

Is it possible to create a new folder in the Start Menu?

Generally, Windows does not support creating folders directly in the Start Menu, but you
can group apps by pinning them to a custom group or folder for organization.

How do | rearrange the elements within the Start
Menu?

You can click and drag tiles or applications to reorder them within the Start Menu for easier
access.

Can | change the size of the Start Menu or its tiles?

Yes, you can resize individual tiles by right-clicking and selecting 'Resize,’ or adjust the
overall Start Menu size by dragging its edges.

How do | remove a shortcut from the Start Menu?

Right-click the shortcut or tile you want to remove and select 'Unpin from Start' to delete it
from the Start Menu.

Are there ways to customize the appearance of Start
Menu elements?

Yes, you can customize colors, transparency, and other visual aspects through Settings >
Personalization > Colors and Start options.



Additional Resources

Start Menu Customization: Mastering Element Modifications for Enhanced Productivity

The Start Menu remains a central hub in Windows operating systems, serving as the
gateway to applications, settings, and files. While Windows offers a default setup, many
users seek to tailor their Start Menu to better suit their workflow, aesthetic preferences, or
organizational needs. Customizing the Start Menu by removing applications or adding
shortcuts can significantly improve efficiency and user experience. This article delves into
the detailed methods of modifying Start Menu elements, focusing on two primary areas:
removing applications from it and adding shortcuts.

Understanding the Start Menu Structure

Before diving into customization, it's essential to understand how the Start Menu is
structured in Windows:

- Pinned Items: Applications and folders that appear directly on the Start Menu for quick
access.

- All Apps List: A comprehensive list of installed applications, accessed via the "All Apps"
button or by scrolling.

- User-specific and System-wide Customizations: Pinned items can be customized per user
or system-wide, depending on permissions.

- Start Menu Folders: Files stored in specific directories determine what appears in the
menu, especially for pinned items.

Knowing this structure helps in effectively managing what appears and what doesn’t,
facilitating precise modifications.

Part A: Removing Applications From The Start
Menu

Removing applications from the Start Menu can declutter your interface, streamline your
workflow, and focus your attention on essential tools. There are several methods to
accomplish this, ranging from simple user actions to more advanced configurations.

1. Removing Pinned Applications via Context Menu

Most straightforward method for individual applications:



- Step 1: Click on the Start Button or press the Windows key to open the menu.
- Step 2: Locate the application you want to remove from the pinned area.

- Step 3: Right-click on the application's icon.

- Step 4: Select Unpin from Start from the context menu.

Advantages:

- Instant removal.

- No need for administrator privileges.

- Reversible: pinned applications can be re-added anytime.

Limitations:
- Only affects the pinned tile, not the application's installation or all references.
- Applications may still appear in the All Apps list.

2. Removing Applications from the All Apps List

If an application appears in the "All Apps" list but you wish to hide or remove it entirely, you
need to modify system files or settings. This process involves more advanced steps.

Method 1: Using the Start Menu Folder

- Step 1: Open File Explorer.
- Step 2: Navigate to the Start Menu folders:

- For the current user:
"C:\Users\\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\Windows\Start Menu\Programs"

- For all users (requires admin rights):
" C:\ProgramData\Microsoft\Windows\Start Menu\Programs"

- Step 3: Locate the shortcuts (.Ink files) corresponding to the applications you want to hide.
- Step 4: Delete or move these shortcuts to hide them from the Start Menu.

Note: Deleting shortcuts from these folders removes the application's entry from the Start
Menu but does not uninstall the application.

Method 2: Using PowerShell

Advanced users can use PowerShell commands to remove app entries, especially for built-in
apps:

" “powershell
List all Start Menu apps
Get-StartApps

Remove a specific app (requires precise app name)
Get-AppxPackage appname | Remove-AppxPackage



Use caution, as removing built-in apps can affect system stability.

3. Uninstalling Applications Entirely

If you want to completely remove applications, not just from the Start Menu but also from
the system, follow these steps:

- Via Settings:

- Open Settings > Apps > Apps & Features.

- Find the application.

- Click Uninstall and follow prompts.

- Via Control Panel:

- Access Control Panel > Programs > Programs and Features.
- Select the application and click Uninstall.

Caution: Uninstalling removes the application entirely, which is more than just hiding it
from the Start Menu.

Part B: Adding Shortcuts To The Start Menu

While removing applications declutters the interface, adding your own shortcuts enhances
personalized workflow. Creating shortcuts for files, folders, or applications and pinning them
to the Start Menu is a common customization technique.

1. Creating and Pinning Application Shortcuts

Method 1: Using Right-Click Context Menu

- Step 1: Locate the application executable (.exe) file.

- Step 2: Right-click the executable.

- Step 3: Select Pin to Start.

Result: The application appears as a tile in the Start Menu.

Method 2: Drag and Drop from Desktop or File Explorer

- Drag the application's icon from Desktop or File Explorer directly into the Start Menu area.
- Alternatively, right-click the shortcut and choose Pin to Start.



2. Creating Custom Shortcuts for Files or Folders

To access specific files or folders quickly via the Start Menu:

- Step 1: Right-click on the desktop or within File Explorer.

- Step 2: Select New > Shortcut.

- Step 3: Enter the path to the file, folder, or application target.
- Step 4: Name the shortcut meaningfully.

- Step 5: Click Finish.

Next, pin the shortcut:

- Step 6: Right-click the new shortcut.
- Step 7: Select Pin to Start.

Tip: For folders, you can also pin them as tiles for quick access.

3. Using the Context Menu for Enhanced Customization

Advanced users can modify the Start Menu by editing the Start Menu layout files or using
third-party tools that allow drag-and-drop customization, creating more personalized tiles or
groups.

Additional Tips for Effective Start Menu
Customization

- Group related shortcuts: Organize shortcuts into groups by creating folders within the
Start Menu folder.

- Resize tiles: Right-click tiles to resize or unpin for a cleaner look.

- Use third-party tools: Applications like StartisBack, Open-Shell, or Winaero Tweaker offer
enhanced customization options.

- Backup your layout: Use Export-StartLayout PowerShell command to save your custom
layout for future restoration.



Conclusion: Achieving a Tailored Start Menu
Experience

Customizing the Start Menu by removing applications and adding shortcuts empowers
users to streamline their interface, reduce clutter, and create a personalized workspace
aligned with their preferences. Whether you're decluttering pinned tiles, hiding less-used
applications, or adding quick access points to your frequently used files and tools,
mastering these modifications enhances productivity and user satisfaction.

While simple actions like unpinning applications are accessible to all, more advanced
modifications involving folder edits or PowerShell commands offer greater control—albeit
with a need for caution. Combining these techniques with third-party customization tools
can unlock even more personalized and efficient Start Menu layouts.

In the evolving landscape of Windows customization, understanding and leveraging these
methods ensures your Start Menu remains a powerful, tailored portal to your digital
environment.
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