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UNDERSTANDING THE STRUCTURE AND IMAGERY OF A POEM IS ESSENTIAL TO APPRECIATING ITS DEPTH AND MEANING. [N THE CASE
OF THE POEM ”\X/HITE‘EYES,” THE WAY IT TAKES THE SHAPE OF SOMETHING FALLING IS A COMPELLING ASPECT THAT INVITES
ANALYSIS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE VARIOUS LITERARY DEVICES, THEMES, AND STYLISTIC CHOICES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO
THIS VISUAL AND THEMATIC PHENOMENON, HELPING READERS GRASP WHAT MAKES THE POEM RESEMBLE A FALLING OBJECT OR
MOTION.

INTRODUCTION TO THE PoEM “WHITE-EYES”

BEFORE DELVING INTO THE SPECIFICS OF HOW “W/HITE-EYES” MIMICS THE SHAPE OF SOMETHING FALLING, IT IS IMPORTANT TO
UNDERSTAND ITS OVERALL CONTEXT, THEMES, AND STYLISTIC FEATURES. THE POEM, OFTEN CELEBRATED FOR ITS VIVID IMAGERY
AND EVOCATIVE LANGUAGE, EXPLORES THEMES SUCH AS LOSS, TRANSITION, AND THE FLEETING NATURE OF LIFE. THE TITLE
ITSELF, “\W/HITE-EYES,” SUGGESTS A FOCUS ON VISION, CLARITY, OR PERHAPS INNOCENCE, WHICH CAN BE CONTRASTED WITH
THE IMAGERY OF FALLING.

THE POEM’S STRUCTURE AND VISUAL PRESENTATION PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN HOW IT COMMUNICATES THESE THEMES. THE

VISUAL SHAPE OF THE POEM ON THE PAGE, COMBINED WITH ITS RHYTHMIC AND LINGUISTIC CHOICES, CAN EVOKE THE SENSATION
OF SOMETHING DESCENDING OR FALLING, MAKING THE READER EXPERIENCE THIS MOTION ON MULTIPLE LEVELS.

LiTerRARY Devices THAT CoNTRIBUTE To THE FALLING SHAPE

SEVERAL LITERARY DEVICES ARE INSTRUMENTAL IN SHAPING THE POEM’S VISUAL AND THEMATIC RESEMBLANCE TO FALLING. THESE
INCLUDE IMAGERY, RHYTHM AND ENJAMBMENT, DICTION, AND SYMBOLISM.

IMAGERY AND DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE

IMAGERY IS CENTRAL TO CREATING A VISUAL IMPRESSION OF FALLING. IN “\X/HITE-EYES,” THE POET EMPLOYS VIVID
DESCRIPTIONS THAT EVOKE MOVEMENT DOWNW ARD OR DESCENT. FOR EXAMPLE, PHRASES THAT DEPICT OBJECTS OR SENSATIONS
MOVING FROM TOP TO BOTTOM HELP THE READER VISUALIZE FALLING.
CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:

» DESCENDING IMAGERY: THE POEM MAY INCLUDE DESCRIPTIONS LIKE “DRIFT,” “SLIDE,” OR “DROP,” WHICH SUGGEST

DOWNWARD MOVEMENT.

® VISUAL PATTERNS: THE ARRANGEMENT OF WORDS OR LINES ON THE PAGE MAY MIMIC THE SHAPE OF SOMETHING FALLING,
SUCH AS A TAPERING OR CASCADING FORM.

e COLOR SYMBOLISM: THE USE OF WHITE AND OTHER COLORS CAN SYMBOLIZE PURITY OR LOSS, ENHANCING THE SENSE OF
SOMETHING DELICATE FALLING AWAY.

® METAPHORS OF DESCENT: METAPHORICAL LANGUAGE COMPARING ELEMENTS OF THE POEM TO LEAVES, SNOW, OR TEARS



FALLING.

RHYTHM, ENJAMBMENT, AND LINE BREAKS

THE POEM’S RHYTHMIC STRUCTURE AND STRATEGIC USE OF LINE BREAKS CAN VISUALLY RESEMBLE THE MOTION OF FALLING.
ENJAMBMENT—\WHERE SENTENCES OR PHRASES SPILL OVER FROM ONE LINE TO THE NEXT—CAN CREATE A SENSE OF CONTINUOUS
DOWNWARD MOVEMENT, AS IF THE WORDS THEMSELVES ARE SLIPPING OR CASCADING.
CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:

® SLANTED OR DIAGONAL LINE BREAKS: LINES THAT DESCEND DIAGONALLY ON THE PAGE CAN VISUALLY SIMULATE FALLING

MOTION.

® VARIED LINE LENGTHS: SHORTER LINES AT THE BOTTOM OF THE POEM CAN RESEMBLE THE TAPERING OF SOMETHING
FALLING.

o GRADUAL INDENTATION OR SPACING: INDENTED LINES CAN APPEAR AS IF THE TEXT IS SLIPPING DOWNW ARD.

DicTioN AND SoUND DeVICES

THE CHOICE OF WORDS AND SOUND DEVICES ALSO ENHANCE THE IMPRESSION OF FALLING. REPETITION OF SOFT CONSONANTS,
ELONGATED VOWEL SOUNDS, OR WORDS ASSOCIATED WITH DOWNW ARD MOVEMENT CONTRIBUTE TO THE OVERALL EFFECT.

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:

" n

 UsE oF woRrDs LIKE “sLIDE,” “DRIFT,” “Drop,” OR “FALL": THESE DIRECTLY EVOKE DESCENT.
¢ ALLITERATION WITH SOFT SOUNDS: E.G., “WHISPERING WINDS,” WHICH CAN SUGGEST A GENTLE FALLING MOTION.

¢ ONOMATOPOEIA: \W/ ORDS THAT MIMIC FALLING SOUNDS, SUCH AS “WHOOSH" ORr “swIsH.”

STRUCTURAL AND VISUAL ASPECTS OF THE POEM

BEYOND LITERARY DEVICES, THE PHYSICAL STRUCTURE AND VISUAL PRESENTATION OF THE POEM SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE ITS
SHAPE.

SHAPE AND FORMATTING ON THE PAGE

MANY POETS INTENTIONALLY FORMAT THEIR POEMS TO RESEMBLE OBJECTS OR MOTIONS. IN “\X/HITE‘EYES,” THE ARRANGEMENT
OF WORDS OR STANZAS MAY FORM A SHAPE THAT LOOKS LIKE SOMETHING FALLING—SUCH AS A TEARDROP, LEAF, OR A
DESCENDING LINE.

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:



o CENTERED OR TAPERING ARRANGEMENT: T HE LINES MAY NARROW TOWARD THE BOTTOM, MIMICKING A FALLING OBJECT.
o USE OF WHITE SPACE: STRATEGIC SPACING CAN CREATE AN ILLUSION OF MOVEMENT OR DESCENT.

o LINE LENGTH VARIATION: LINES THAT GRADUALLY SHORTEN OR LENGTHEN TO DEPICT ACCELERATION OR DECELERATION
OF FALL.

UsE oF RePETITION AND GRADATION

REPETITION OF CERTAIN WORDS OR PHRASES, ESPECIALLY THOSE ASSOCIATED WITH DOWNWARD MOTION OR LOSS, CAN
REINFORCE THE FALLING SHAPE. SIMILARLY, GRADATION—\WHERE W ORDS OR IMAGES DIMINISH IN SIZE OR INTENSITY—CAN
SYMBOLIZE THE GRADUAL FALL OR DECLINE.

SYMBOLISM AND THEMATIC ELEMENTS SUPPORTING THE FALLING SHAPE

THE THEMES EMBEDDED WITHIN “W/HITE-EYES” ALSO SUPPORT THE VISUAL IMPRESSION OF FALLING. THESE INCLUDE:

TRANSIENCE AND IMPERMANENCE

THE IDEA THAT LIFE, INNOCENCE, OR CLARITY IS FLEETING IS OFTEN SYMBOLIZED THROUGH FALLING IMAGERY. For EXAMPLE,
WHITE EYES MAY REPRESENT INNOCENCE THAT IS SLIPPING AWAY, LIKE SNOWFLAKES MELTING OR LEAVES FALLING IN AUTUMN.

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:

* |IMAGERY OF SNOW OR LEAVES: BOTH ARE ASSOCIATED WITH FALLING AND TRANSIENCE.

® DESCENT INTO DARKNESS OR OBSCURITY: THE POEM MAY DEPICT CLARITY OR INNOCENCE DESCENDING INTO CONFUSION OR
LOSS.

* METAPHORS OF SHEDDING OR RELEASE: SUCH AS "“SHEDDING WHITE” OR “LETTING GO,” WHICH ALIGN WITH FALLING
MOTION.

EMOTIONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL DIMENSIONS

THE EMOTIONAL TONE—SUCH AS MELANCHOLY OR NOSTALGIA—CAN EVOKE THE SENSATION OF SOMETHING SLIPPING AWAY OR
FALLING APART. THIS EMOTIONAL RESONANCE REINFORCES THE VISUAL SHAPE.

CHeck ALL THAT APPLY: FACTORS MAKING “\WHITE-EYES” TAKE THE
SHAPE OF SOMETHING FALLING

BASED ON THE ANALYSIS, THE FACTORS INCLUDE:



1. IMAGERY OF DESCENT AND FALLING OBJECTS

2. VISUAL FORMATTING WITH TAPERING OR CASCADING LINE ARRANGEMENTS
3. RHYTHMIC PATTERNS AND LINE BREAKS THAT MIMIC DOWNWARD MOTION
4. CHOICE OF WORDS ASSOCIATED WITH FALLING OR SLIDING

5. SYMBOLIC THEMES OF TRANSIENCE, LOSS, OR SHEDDING

IN CONCLUSION, THE SHAPE OF “\WHITE-EYES” AS SOMETHING FALLING IS A MULTIFACETED EFFECT ACHIEVED THROUGH A
COMBINATION OF LITERARY DEVICES, VISUAL FORMATTING, AND THEMATIC SYMBOLISM. THE POEM’S IMAGERY, RHYTHM, AND
STRUCTURE WORK TOGETHER TO CREATE NOT JUST A VISUAL IMPRESSION BUT ALSO AN EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE OF DESCENT
AND IMPERMANENCE. RECOGNIZING THESE ELEMENTS ENRICHES OUR UNDERSTANDING OF POETIC CRAFTSMANSHIP AND THE
EXPRESSIVE POWER OF VISUAL POETRY.

NoTe: TO FULLY APPRECIATE HOW “\WHITE-EYES” TAKES THE SHAPE OF SOMETHING FALLING, READERS SHOULD CONSIDER BOTH

THE VISUAL LAYOUT ON THE PAGE AND THE LAYERED MEANINGS CONVEYED THROUGH LANGUAGE AND IMAGERY. THIS HOLISTIC
APPROACH ALLOWS A DEEPER CONNECTION TO THE POEM’S AESTHETIC AND THEMATIC INTENTIONS.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

IN THE POEM “WHITE-EYES,” WHAT LITERARY DEVICES CONTRIBUTE TO THE IMAGERY OF
SOMETHING FALLING?

THE USE OF VIVID IMAGERY, SIMILE, AND METAPHOR CREATE THE SENSATION OF SOMETHING FALLING IN THE POEM.

How DOES THE RHYTHM AND PACING IN ‘\WHITE-EYES' ENHANCE THE FEELING OF
FALLING?

THE POEM’S CADENCE AND LINE BREAKS MIMIC THE GRADUAL DESCENT, EMPHASIZING THE FALLING SENSATION.

DOES THE POEM'S STRUCTURE OR STANZA ARRANGEMENT HELP SHAPE THE FEELING OF
FALLING?

YES/ THE POEM'S FRAGMENTED STRUCTURE AND VARIED STANZA LENGTHS EVOKE THE UNPREDICTABLE NATURE OF FALLING.

ARE VISUAL ELEMENTS OR DESCRIPTIONS IN ‘\WHITE-EYES' DESIGNED TO RESEMBLE
MOVEMENT DOWNW ARD?

YES/ DESCRIPTIONS OF DOWNW ARD MOTION AND VISUAL IMAGERY REINFORCE THE SHAPE OF FALLING.

How DOES THE TONE OR MOOD IN ‘"WHITE-EYES' CONTRIBUTE TO THE PERCEPTION OF
FALLING?

A SOMBER OR REFLECTIVE TONE ENHANCES THE SENSE OF DESCENT OR LOSS, ALIGNING WITH THE FALLING IMAGERY.

IS THE POEM EMPLOYING SPECIFIC WORDS OR PHRASES THAT EVOKE THE SENSATION OF



FALLING?

YES, W ORDS ASSOCIATED WITH DESCENT, DROPPING, OR DOWNW ARD MOVEMENT HELP SHAPE THE FALLING IMAGE.

DOES THE POEM’'S OVERALL THEME RELATE TO CONCEPTS OF DECLINE OR DESCENT '
INFLUENCING ITS SHAPE AS FALLING?

YES/ THEMES OF DECLINE, LOSS, OR TRANSITION REINFORCE THE FALLING SHAPE AND IMAGERY.

ARE ANY LITERARY TECHNIQUES LIKE REPETITION OR ALLITERATION USED TO MIMIC THE
ACT OF FALLING?

YES/ REPETITION AND ALLITERATION CAN CREATE A RHYTHMIC PATTERN THAT MIMICS THE MOTION OF FALLING.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

IN THE POEM “\WHITE-EYES,” WHAT MAKES THE POEM TAKE THE SHAPE OF SOMETHING FALLING? CHECK ALL THAT APPLY.

THE POEM "WHITE-EYES” IS A COMPELLING PIECE OF LITERARY ART THAT INTRICATELY COMBINES VISUAL AND TEXTUAL
ELEMENTS TO EVOKE A SENSE OF DESCENT OR FALLING. |TS SHAPE ON THE PAGE IS NOT INCIDENTAL BUT A DELIBERATE STYLISTIC
CHOICE THAT ENHANCES ITS THEMATIC DEPTH. THE QUESTION OF WHAT MAKES “\WHITE-EYES” TAKE THE SHAPE OF SOMETHING
FALLING INVITES A DETAILED EXPLORATION OF POETIC FORM, VISUAL SYMBOLISM, AND THE POET'S CRAFTSMANSHIP. THIS
ARTICLE AIMS TO ANALYZE THESE ASPECTS COMPREHENSIVELY, UNRAVELING THE TECHNIQUES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE POEM’'S
SHAPE AND THE EMOTIONAL OR SYMBOLIC RESONANCE IT CREATES.

UNDERSTANDING VISUAL POETRY AND CONCRETE FORMS

WHAT Is VisuAaL POETRY?

VISUAL POETRY, ALSO KNOWN AS CONCRETE POETRY, IS A GENRE WHERE THE VISUAL ARRANGEMENT OF \WORDS ON THE PAGE
PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN CONVEYING MEANING. UNLIKE TRADITIONAL POETRY, WHICH RELIES PREDOMINANTLY ON LANGUAGE AND
RHYTHM, VISUAL POETRY EMPHASIZES THE SPATIAL POSITIONING, SHAPES, AND IMAGERY CREATED BY THE PLACEMENT OF TEXT.
THE FORM BECOMES AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE POEM’S MESSAGE, OFTEN MIRRORING OR EMPHASIZING ITS THEMES.

IN ”\X/HITE‘EYES,” THE SHAPE RESEMBLING SOMETHING FALLING IS A QUINTESSENTIAL EXAMPLE OF THIS APPROACH. THE VISUAL
LAYOUT TRANSFORMS THE READING EXPERIENCE, INVITING READERS TO INTERPRET NOT JUST THE WORDS BUT ALSO THEIR
SPATIAL ARRANGEMENT.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SHAPE IN POETRY

THE SHAPE OF A POEM CAN EVOKE EMOTIONS, SYMBOLIZE CONCEPTS, OR MIMIC PHYSICAL ACTIONS. For INSTANCE, A POEM
SHAPED LIKE A CIRCLE MIGHT SYMBOLIZE ETERNITY OR WHOLENESS, WHILE ONE SHAPED LIKE A TREE MAY EVOKE GROWTH OR LIFE.
IN THE CASE OF H\X/HITE'EYES," THE SHAPE MIMICKING A DOWNW ARD MOVEMENT OR A FALL AMPLIFIES THE THEMES OF DECLINE,
LOSS, OR DESCENT.



THE STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE FALLING SHAPE

SEVERAL TECHNICAL CHOICES WITHIN THE POEM'S STRUCTURE WORK IN TANDEM TO PRODUCE THE VISUAL EFFECT OF SOMETHING
FALLING. THESE INCLUDE:

1. THE DIAGONAL OR STEPPED ALIGNMENT OF TEXT

ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT FEATURES IN “\WHITE-EYES” IS THE DELIBERATE ALIGNMENT OF LINES THAT DESCEND DIAGONALLY
OR STEP DOWNWARD. THIS ARRANGEMENT VISUALLY MIMICS A TRAJECTORY OF FALLING, GUIDING THE READER’S EYE FROM THE
TOP TO THE BOTTOM IN A DOWNWARD MOTION. SUCH ALIGNMENT CREATES A SENSE OF MOVEMENT AND GRAVITY, REINFORCING
THE THEME OF DESCENT.

2. THe GRADUAL NARROWING OR W/ IDENING OF LINES

THE POEM MAY EMPLOY LINES THAT GRADUALLY DECREASE IN LENGTH AS THEY MOVE DOWNW ARD, RESEMBLING THE TAPER OF AN
OBJECT FALLING OR A TEAR-SHAPED FORM. CONVERSELY, WIDER LINES AT THE TOP THAT NARROW TOWARD THE BOTTOM CAN
EVOKE THE NARROWING OF AN OBJECT IN FREE FALL, EMPHASIZING ACCELERATION AND MOMENTUM.

3. THE Use oF WHITE SPACE AND MARGINS

W/ HITE SPACE (EMPTY SPACE ON THE PAGE) PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE VISUAL EFFECT. STRATEGICALLY PLACED
WHITE SPACE AROUND THE TEXT CAN CREATE A SENSE OF EMPTINESS OR DISTANCE, ACCENTUATING THE IDEA OF SOMETHING
LEAVING OR FALLING AWAY. THE PLACEMENT OF THE TEXT WITHIN THESE SPACES CAN SIMULATE THE ACCELERATION OR THE
DISPERSAL OF AN OBJECT IN FREE FALL.

4. VARIATIONS IN FONT Size AND STYLE

ALTHOUGH MORE COMMON IN VISUAL POETRY, VARIATIONS IN FONT SIZE, BOLDNESS, OR ITALICS CAN ACCENTUATE THE SENSE
OF MOVEMENT. FOR EXAMPLE, LARGER WORDS AT THE TOP THAT BECOME SMALLER AS THEY DESCEND CAN IMPLY DIMINISHING
MOMENTUM OR THE DISPERSAL OF THE SUBJECT.

SYMBOLIC AND THEMATIC ASPECTS ENHANCING THE FALLING EFFECT

BEYOND THE TECHNICAL LAYOUT, THE THEMATIC CONTENT OF “\W/HITE-EYES” SIGNIFICANTLY CONTRIBUTES TO THE PERCEPTION
OF A FALLING SHAPE.

1. THeE IMAGERY OF WHITE EYES AND LOSS

“\W/HITE-EYES” EVOKES IMAGES OF BLINDNESS, EMPTINESS, OR LOSS. THE NOTION OF “WHITE EYES” CAN SYMBOLIZE
DETACHMENT, STERILITY, OR THE ABSENCE OF LIFE, WHICH NATURALLY ALIGNS WITH THE VISUAL OF SOMETHING RECEDING OR
FALLING AWAY. THE PHYSICAL IMAGERY SUPPORTS THE DOWNWARD MOVEMENT, AS LOSS OFTEN CARRIES CONNOTATIONS OF
DECLINE OR DESCENT.



2. THe EMoTIONAL TONE AND MOOD

THE TONE OF THE POEM—PERHAPS SOMBER, REFLECTIVE, OR MOURNFUL—FURTHER ENHANCES THE IDEA OF FALLING. THE DESCENT
COULD SYMBOLIZE A FALL FROM GRACE, A DECLINE INTO DESPAIR, OR A SURRENDER TO GRAVITY AND MORTALITY. THE SHAPE
ACTS AS A VISUAL METAPHOR FOR THESE EMOTIONAL STATES.

3. MOVEMENT FROM LIGHT To DARKNESS OR FROM PRESENCE TO ABSENCE

THE VISUAL SHAPE CAN MIRROR AN EMOTIONAL JOURNEY, SUCH AS MOVING FROM CLARITY (AT THE TOP) TO OBSCURITY OR
ABSENCE (AT THE BOTTOM). THIS TRANSITION ALIGNS WITH THE SHAPE OF SOMETHING FALLING, EMPHASIZING THE PROCESS OF
LOSING STABILITY OR CLARITY.

INTERPLAY BETWEEN FORM AND MEANING

THE DELIBERATE SHAPING OF “W/HITE-EYES” INTO A FALLING FORM IS NOT MERELY AESTHETIC BUT A SOPHISTICATED INTERPLAY
BETWEEN FORM AND THEMATIC CONTENT. THIS SYNERGY ALLOWS THE READER TO EXPERIENCE A MULTISENSORY
IMPRESSION—SEEING THE POEM’S SHAPE AND FEELING THE EMOTIONAL WEIGHT IT CARRIES.

\WHY DoEs THE SHAPE MATTER?

- ENHANCES EMOTIONAL IMPACT: THE VISUAL CUE OF FALLING INTENSIFIES THE READER'S EMOTIONAL RESPONSE, MAKING THEMES
OF LOSS, DECAY, OR SURRENDER MORE VISCERAL.

- CREATES A MEMORABLE IMAGE: THE SHAPE LEAVES AN INDELIBLE VISUAL IMPRESSION, DEEPENING ENGAGEMENT AND
INTERPRETATION.

- SyMBOLIZES THE PoEM’s Core MESSAGE: THE DESCENT VISUALLY ENCAPSULATES THE POEM'S THEMES, MAKING ABSTRACT
IDEAS CONCRETE.

ConNcrusioN:; CHeck ALL THAT APPLY

BASED ON THE DETAILED ANALYSIS, SEVERAL ELEMENTS CONTRIBUTE TO WHY “\WHITE-EYES” TAKES THE SHAPE OF SOMETHING
FALLING:

- THE STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT AND ARRANGEMENT OF LINES THAT DESCEND DIAGONALLY OR TAPER TO MIMIC A FALL.

- THE USE OF WHITE SPACE AND MARGINS TO CREATE THE ILLUSION OF EMPTINESS OR DOWNW ARD MOVEMENT.

- VARIATIONS IN LINE LENGTH AND FONT SIZE TO SUGGEST ACCELERATION OR DISPERSAL.

- THE THEMATIC CONTENT OF LOSS, BLINDNESS, AND DECLINE THAT RESONATES WITH THE VISUAL METAPHOR OF FALLING.

- THE OVERALL VISUAL DESIGN AND SYMBOLISM THAT WORK TOGETHER TO EVOKE THE SENSATION OF SOMETHING DROPPING OR
DESCENDING.

IN SUMMARY, ALL THESE FACTORS—STRUCTURAL CHOICES, VISUAL SYMBOLISM, THEMATIC CONTENT, AND THE INTERPLAY
BETWEEN FORM AND MEANING—COLLECTIVELY MAKE “\WHITE-EYES” TAKE THE SHAPE OF SOMETHING FALLING. THIS DELIBERATE
ARTISTIC DECISION ELEVATES THE POEM FROM MERE W ORDS ON A PAGE TO A POWERFUL MULTISENSORY EXPERIENCE THAT
CAPTURES THE ESSENCE OF DESCENT, LOSS, AND INEVITABLE GRAVITY.



FINAL NOTE: THE MASTERY OF VISUAL POETRY LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO BLEND FORM AND CONTENT SEAMLESSLY. "WHITE-EYES”
EXEMPLIFIES THIS CRAFT, SHOWING HOW SHAPE CAN BE AN ACTIVE, MEANINGFUL COMPONENT OF POETIC EXPRESSION.
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