Joseph Smith Made Changes To The Text
Of The Doctrine And Covenants
Revelations After They Were Originally

Joseph Smith Made Changes To The Text Of The Doctrine And Covenants
Revelations After They Were Originally-a topic that has intrigued many
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and scholars
alike. The Doctrine and Covenants, a collection of divine revelations
received by Joseph Smith, the founding prophet of the LDS Church, has
undergone numerous revisions since its initial compilation. Understanding
these modifications provides insight into the nature of revelation, the
process of scriptural development, and Joseph Smith's role as a prophet and
translator.

In this article, we will explore how Joseph Smith made changes to the text of
the Doctrine and Covenants after they were originally received, examine the
reasons behind these revisions, and analyze their significance within LDS
theology. We will also look at specific examples of textual modifications and
discuss their impact on doctrine and church history.

Understanding the Nature of Revelation and
Scriptural Texts

The Concept of Continuing Revelation

Latter-day Saints believe that revelation is an ongoing process. Joseph Smith
is regarded as a prophet who received divine guidance that continued
throughout his life. This belief implies that revelations are not necessarily
fixed texts but can be clarified, expanded, or modified over time to better
reflect God's will.

The Role of the Prophet in Updating Sacred Texts

Joseph Smith's role extended beyond initial translation; he also served as a
prophet who could receive further light and knowledge. This means that
revisions to the Doctrine and Covenants are viewed by faithful members as
part of God's divine plan, allowing the church to align more closely with
divine intent and understanding.



Historical Context of the Doctrine and
Covenants Revisions

The Early Compilation and Publication

The Doctrine and Covenants was first published in 1835 as "The Book of
Commandments." Early editions contained several revelations given to Joseph
Smith, but the compilation was not yet finalized. As the church grew and
doctrines developed, revisions became necessary.

The Process of Editing and Publishing

Subsequent editions, including the 1837, 1844, and later editions, included
updates and corrections. Joseph Smith and church leaders reviewed the text,
sometimes making changes to clarify meaning, correct errors, or reflect
doctrinal developments.

Examples of Changes Made by Joseph Smith

Revisions in Specific Revelations

Many revelations underwent modifications after their initial reception. Some
notable examples include:

e Section 1: Originally titled "The Lord's Preface," this revelation was
expanded to better introduce the purpose of the revelations and clarify
God's message to the church.

e Section 76: The "Vision" of the degrees of glory was revised to enhance
doctrinal clarity and theological depth.

e Section 124: Details about the construction of temples and church
organization were added and clarified over time.

Typographical and Editorial Revisions

Apart from doctrinal content, some changes involved correcting typographical
errors, updating language for clarity, or standardizing terminology. These
edits helped ensure the text was accurate and accessible.



Reasons Behind the Revisions

Clarification of Doctrine

One primary reason for revisions was to clarify complex doctrinal concepts,
ensuring that teachings were understood correctly by church members and
future readers.

Addressing Errors and Ambiguities

Early manuscripts and dictations sometimes contained errors or ambiguous
language. Joseph Smith made necessary corrections to prevent
misunderstandings.

Reflecting Evolving Understanding

As Joseph Smith received further revelation and doctrinal understanding
deepened, revisions allowed the text to reflect these new insights.

Updating Language and Style

Language standards and styles evolved over time. Revisions often aimed to
update vocabulary and grammar to make the text more comprehensible.

Significance of the Revisions in LDS Theology

Doctrine 1s Not Static

Revisions exemplify the LDS belief that doctrine is a living, evolving truth.
Changes do not diminish the original revelations but demonstrate God's
ongoing communication with His prophets.

Prophetic Authority and Inspiration

The ability and willingness of Joseph Smith to revise the text underscore his
prophetic authority and his desire to deliver accurate divine messages.

Ensuring Consistency and Clarity

Revisions helped ensure that teachings remained consistent with church
doctrine and were clearly articulated for the benefit of church members and
future generations.



Controversies and Misunderstandings

Accusations of Alteration and Censorship

Some critics argue that revisions suggest manipulation or censorship.
However, faithful members view these changes as part of divine guidance and
refinement.

Differences Between Early and Later Editions

Differences between editions have prompted discussions about the original vs.
revised texts. Scholars and church leaders emphasize that revisions aim to
improve understanding rather than alter core teachings.

Conclusion: The Dynamic Nature of Sacred Texts

Joseph Smith made changes to the text of the Doctrine and Covenants
revelations after they were originally received, illustrating a key aspect of
LDS doctrine—that revelation and scripture are dynamic and adaptable. These
revisions reflect Joseph Smith's role as a prophet who sought to convey God's
will as clearly and accurately as possible, often refining the language and
doctrinal explanations to align with divine intent.

For members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, these updates
are seen not as contradictions but as evidence of ongoing divine guidance.
They reveal a God who communicates with His children in ways that can be
clarified and improved over time, ensuring that His message remains relevant
and true.

Understanding the history of these revisions helps deepen appreciation for
the sacred texts and the prophetic process behind them. It reminds believers
that faith is rooted in continual revelation, ongoing learning, and the
pursuit of truth—principles that continue to shape the church's teachings
today.

In summary, Joseph Smith's revisions to the Doctrine and Covenants
demonstrate a divine pattern of revelation that is alive and responsive to
God's children. These changes enrich the spiritual journey of members and
affirm the LDS belief that God's word is perfect yet capable of being
clarified through inspired leaders.

Frequently Asked Questions



Did Joseph Smith make changes to the text of the
Doctrine and Covenants after its initial
revelations?

Yes, Joseph Smith made various edits and revisions to the text of the
Doctrine and Covenants after its original revelations, often to clarify or
correct language as part of the translation and publication process.

What kinds of changes did Joseph Smith make to the
Doctrine and Covenants revelations?

The changes included grammatical corrections, clarifications of the
revelations' meaning, and adjustments to wording to better reflect the
doctrine or context, but generally did not alter the fundamental messages.

Are the original revelations in the Doctrine and
Covenants different from the published versions?

Yes, some differences exist between the earliest manuscripts or dictations
and the published versions, due to revisions made by Joseph Smith or scribes
during the editing process.

Why did Joseph Smith revise the texts of the
revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants?

Revisions were made to improve clarity, correct errors, or update language to
better convey the revelations' meaning as understanding and circumstances
evolved.

Have scholars or church leaders debated the
significance of these textual changes?

Yes, scholars and church leaders have discussed the nature and extent of the
changes, with some viewing them as normal editorial revisions and others
examining their implications for the doctrine and historical record.

Is the current text of the Doctrine and Covenants
considered to be the original revelation given to
Joseph Smith?

The current text is based on the earliest available manuscripts and revisions
made by Joseph Smith; however, it reflects some editorial changes from the
original dictations.



Additional Resources

Joseph Smith Made Changes To The Text Of The Doctrine And Covenants
Revelations After They Were Originally—a topic that sparks considerable
discussion among members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
scholars, and critics alike. Understanding the history behind the
revelations, the process of their recording, and subsequent modifications
provides vital insight into how these sacred texts developed over time. This
article offers a comprehensive guide to the nature, extent, and significance
of the changes Joseph Smith made to the Doctrine and Covenants revelations
after their initial revelations, shedding light on the evolving nature of
these scriptures.

Introduction: Understanding the Context of the Doctrine and Covenants

The Doctrine and Covenants is a collection of divine revelations, primarily
received by Joseph Smith, the founder of the Latter-day Saint movement. These
revelations address doctrines, commandments, and guidance pertinent to the
early church and later church members. Unlike fixed scripture in some
religious traditions, the Doctrine and Covenants has a dynamic history, with
some revelations undergoing revisions, clarifications, or edits after their
initial recording.

The question of whether Joseph Smith made changes to the text of these
revelations after their original delivery is significant for understanding
the nature of these scriptures. It touches upon broader themes of prophetic
authority, textual integrity, and the divine-human relationship in scripture
production.

The Nature of the Revelations: Original vs. Edited Texts
How Were Revelations Recorded?

Joseph Smith’s process of recording revelations often involved dictating or
writing down divine words as they were received. Early on, the process was
informal-revelations were sometimes recorded in notebooks, on scraps of
paper, or directly into the pages of journals. Over time, as the church grew
and the importance of these texts increased, the process became more
standardized.

The Role of Revisions and Edits
Revisions to revelations by Joseph Smith often occurred for various reasons:
- To clarify or correct language

- To expand or add context
- To refine doctrinal understanding



- To adapt to changing circumstances or new revelations

These edits could be small, such as correcting grammar or spelling, or more
substantial, involving significant doctrinal clarifications.

Documented Changes to the Doctrine and Covenants
Examples of Revisions Made by Joseph Smith

Several revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants show evidence of revisions
after their initial dictation or recording. Here are some notable instances:

1. Revelation at Kirtland (Section 76)

- The original version was shorter and less detailed.

- Later, Joseph Smith expanded the text to include more doctrinal
clarification about the degrees of glory and the afterlife.

2. Revelation on Marriage (Section 132)

- This revelation was received in 1843 and discusses the practice of eternal
marriage.

- Over time, Joseph Smith made minor edits for clarity and doctrinal emphasis
before publishing the final version.

3. Revelation on the Word of Wisdom (Section 89)

- The initial revelation was received in 1833.

- It underwent revisions, including clarifications about the substances to
avoid and the health benefits associated.

4. Revelation on the Law of Consecration (Section 42)
- The text received in 1831 was later expanded and clarified in subsequent
editions, reflecting ongoing revelations about economic practices.

Types of Changes Documented

- Linguistic corrections: fixing grammatical errors or awkward phrasing.
- Clarifications: making doctrinal concepts clearer.

- Additions: including new verses or details to expand on the original
message.

- Reordering: rearranging verses or sections for better coherence.

- Omissions: removing sections that were later deemed unnecessary or
incorrect.

Theological and Doctrinal Implications

Understanding that Joseph Smith made changes to the text of the Doctrine and
Covenants raises important questions about inspiration and authority:



- Prophetic process: Did revisions compromise divine inspiration? Many
members believe that adjustments were inspired corrections aimed at clarity
and doctrinal accuracy.

- Textual integrity: How do these edits affect the view of the scriptures as
the word of God? Some view the revelations as living documents that evolve
with ongoing divine guidance.

- Historical context: Changes often reflect the evolving understanding of
doctrine or circumstances faced by the early saints.

Common Misconceptions

- All revelations were altered: Not all revelations underwent change; many
original texts remain largely intact.

- Changes were unauthorized: Evidence suggests that Joseph Smith and
subsequent church leaders considered these revisions inspired and authorized.
- Alterations compromise divine origin: Many believers see revisions as part
of the divine process of revelation and understanding.

How Do We Know About the Changes?
Primary Sources and Manuscripts

- Original manuscripts: Some original revelations are preserved in Joseph
Smith's handwriting.

- Revelation books: The official compilation of revelations, such as the 1833
and 1835 editions, show differences over time.

- Historical records: Journals and letters provide context for revisions.

Modern Scholarship

- Researchers and historians have compared early manuscripts with published
versions, identifying where and how texts have changed.

- The Joseph Smith Papers Project has published extensive documentation of
original texts and revisions.

Notable Cases of Revisions in the Doctrine and Covenants
| Revelation | Original Form | Later Revisions | Significance |

| Section 76 | Shorter, less detailed | Expanded with detailed doctrines of
the afterlife | Reflects doctrinal development |

| Section 89 | Initially less specific | Clarified substances to avoid, added
health benefits | Emphasizes health and spiritual discipline |

| Section 132 | Received in parts, with evolving content | Finalized with
detailed teachings on eternal marriage | Indicates ongoing revelation on
complex doctrines |



The Perspective of Church Leaders and Members

Church leaders have historically viewed revisions as a natural part of the
revelatory process:

- Joseph Smith's view: He believed that revelations could be clarified or
expanded upon as understanding deepened.

- Brigham Young and subsequent leaders: Emphasized the importance of
continued revelation and often issued clarifications or additions.

- Members' view: Many see revisions as evidence of God's ongoing guidance
rather than errors or mistakes.

Practical Takeaways for Students and Researchers

- When studying the Doctrine and Covenants, always compare different editions
and manuscripts.

- Recognize that revisions are often part of the divine process of
revelation.

- Consult scholarly resources, such as the Joseph Smith Papers, for detailed
documentation of changes.

- Understand the historical context behind revisions to appreciate their
purpose and significance.

Conclusion: The Evolving Nature of Sacred Texts

Joseph Smith Made Changes To The Text Of The Doctrine And Covenants
Revelations After They Were Originally—a reality that underscores the dynamic
and living nature of these scriptures. These revisions highlight the ongoing
process of divine revelation and the human element involved in recording and
preserving sacred messages. For members of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and others interested in scriptural history, understanding
these changes enriches the appreciation of the revelations' divine origin,
human participation, and doctrinal development over time.

By examining the documented revisions and their context, we gain a clearer
picture of how the Doctrine and Covenants has grown into a foundational
text—one that continues to serve as a guide for faith, doctrine, and
practice.
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