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The authorship of the New Testament epistle to the Hebrews has long been a
subject of scholarly debate and theological discussion. While many early
Christians attributed the letter to the Apostle Paul, modern scholarship
often questions this attribution, citing various stylistic, linguistic, and
thematic differences. One notable challenge to Pauline authorship is the
structural composition of Hebrews itself. Specifically, Hebrews does not
clearly divide into two distinct sections, a feature that raises questions
about its traditional attribution to Paul, whose epistles often exhibit a
clear rhetorical and thematic division. This article explores this challenge
in detail, examining the structural features of Hebrews, comparing them with
Pauline writings, and analyzing the implications for authorship.

The Significance of Structural Division in
Pauline Epistles

To understand why the absence of a clear division in Hebrews poses a
challenge to Pauline authorship, it is essential first to consider the
typical structure of Paul's letters.

Common Structural Features in Pauline Epistles

Paul’s writings often follow a recognizable pattern, which generally
includes:

Greeting and Salutation: Introduction addressing the recipients and
greeting (e.g., Romans 1:1-7).

Theological Introduction: Presentation of key doctrinal themes or
greetings.

Body: Divided into sections that develop specific themes or
instructions.

Practical Exhortations: Application of doctrinal truths to daily life.

Closing: Final remarks, greetings, and benedictions.

Within the body, many of Paul’s letters display a clear division into
doctrinal exposition followed by ethical or practical instructions. For
example, in Romans, Paul systematically lays out theological concepts before
addressing ethical implications.



Structural Clues in Pauline Writings

Paul’s letters often exhibit:

- Explicit markers or transitions signaling shifts in themes.
- Distinct sections that are internally cohesive and standalone.
- Use of rhetorical devices that delineate different parts of the argument.

This structural clarity helps readers identify the flow of Pauline thought
and confirms the letter's coherence as a unified composition.

The Structural Nature of Hebrews

In contrast to Pauline epistles, Hebrews presents a different structural
pattern that complicates attribution to Paul.

Overview of Hebrews’ Composition

Hebrews is characterized by:

- A series of lengthy, doctrinally rich expositions.
- Frequent quotations from the Old Testament, especially the Septuagint.
- An overarching theme of Christ’s superiority over angels, Moses, and the
Levitical priesthood.
- Exhortations to perseverance and faith.

Notably, Hebrews does not contain explicit sections marked by transitional
phrases or thematic shifts that clearly divide the letter into separate
parts.

Absence of Formal Divisions

Unlike many Pauline epistles, Hebrews:

- Lacks explicit paragraph breaks or headings indicating a change of topic.
- Does not have a clear “theological” section followed by a “practical”
section.
- Presents a continuous flow of argumentation and exhortation.

This seamless structure suggests a different rhetorical approach, perhaps
more akin to a sermonic or homiletic discourse rather than a typical Pauline
letter.

Implications for Pauline Authorship

The structural differences pose significant questions regarding whether Paul
authored Hebrews.



Why Structure Matters in Attribution

Scholars often look for:

- Stylistic consistency
- Thematic coherence
- Structural features aligned with known Pauline letters

The absence of a clear division and the unique stylistic features of Hebrews
have led many to doubt Pauline authorship.

Counterarguments and Considerations

Despite this challenge, some scholars argue:

- Hebrews might have been written in a different rhetorical style suited for
oral delivery.
- The absence of division may reflect a different genre—such as a sermon
rather than a letter.
- The author may have intentionally avoided divisions to maintain a
continuous, persuasive argument.

These considerations suggest that the structure alone may not definitively
exclude Paul as the author but do raise important questions.

Historical and Theological Factors

In addition to structural analysis, historical and theological factors
influence authorship debates.

Historical Context

- The style and vocabulary of Hebrews differ from Pauline writings.
- The references and quotations from the Old Testament align more closely
with the Septuagint, which may point to a different author familiar with
Hellenistic Jewish traditions.

Theological Emphasis

- Hebrews emphasizes the priesthood of Christ and the New Covenant in a
manner distinct from Pauline theology.
- The absence of personal greetings typical of Pauline letters also suggests
a different authorial style.

Summary of the Structural Challenge

In conclusion, the fact that Hebrews does not divide into two clear sections



is a significant challenge to Pauline authorship because:

- Pauline letters typically exhibit distinct sections with clear thematic
transitions.
- Hebrews’ continuous, seamless structure contrasts with this pattern.
- The structural features suggest a different rhetorical approach, possibly
that of a sermonic discourse or a different author.

This structural anomaly, combined with stylistic and thematic differences,
has led many scholars to favor other possible authors, such as Barnabas,
Apollos, or an unknown Hellenistic Jewish Christian.

Final Thoughts

While the question of Hebrews’ authorship remains open to interpretation, the
structural analysis provides a compelling reason to reconsider Pauline
authorship. The absence of clear divisions in Hebrews indicates a different
genre or rhetorical style, which challenges traditional attributions.
Ultimately, understanding the structure of Hebrews enhances our appreciation
of its unique place within the New Testament canon and encourages ongoing
scholarly exploration into its origins and authorship.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main challenge to Paul being the likely
author of Hebrews regarding the structure of the
text?

The primary challenge is that Hebrews does not clearly divide into two
distinct sections, which is atypical for Paul's usual epistles and raises
questions about its authorship and compositional style.

Why does the absence of a clear division in Hebrews
pose a problem for attributing it to Paul?

Because many of Paul's letters typically follow a structured format with
identifiable sections, the lack of such divisions in Hebrews makes it harder
to definitively link the work to him based solely on its organization.



How does the structure of Hebrews differ from other
Pauline epistles?

Unlike most Pauline letters, which often have a greeting, doctrinal sections,
and practical applications, Hebrews appears more as a continuous sermon or
homily without clear sectional divisions, challenging traditional attribution
to Paul.

Could the absence of divisions in Hebrews suggest a
different authorship or purpose?

Yes, the lack of clear structural divisions has led some scholars to argue
that Hebrews might have been authored by someone other than Paul, possibly
intended as a unified theological discursus rather than a typical letter.

Are there other biblical writings that lack clear
structural divisions, and how does Hebrews compare?

Yes, some sermons, homilies, or essays in the biblical canon lack explicit
divisions, and Hebrews' continuous style resembles these, making its
authorship and purpose more ambiguous compared to standard epistles.

What are the implications of Hebrews not dividing
into sections for modern biblical interpretation?

It encourages interpreters to approach Hebrews as a cohesive theological
argument or sermon rather than a letter with multiple sections, which
influences how its themes and messages are understood and applied.
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The question of authorship surrounding the biblical book of Hebrews has long
intrigued scholars, theologians, and believers alike. Among the various
arguments presented for and against Pauline authorship, one notable challenge
is that Hebrews does not divide into two sections—a structural feature often
associated with Pauline epistles. This observation raises questions about
whether Hebrews was authored by Paul or by another early Christian writer. In
this article, we will explore this challenge in detail, examining the
significance of text structure in biblical authorship, the characteristics of
Pauline letters, and what the absence of a clear division in Hebrews suggests
about its authorship and composition.

---

The Significance of Textual Structure in Biblical Authorship

In biblical studies, the structure of a text often provides clues about its
authorship, purpose, and audience. Many of Paul’s letters, for example, are
characterized by a clear division between doctrinal exposition and practical
application, often marked by explicit sections or themes.



Key points regarding structure:

- Standard Pauline Epistle Format:
Most of Paul’s letters follow a recognizable pattern: greeting, doctrinal
teaching, and practical application or exhortation. This often results in a
division or transition within the text, highlighting shifts in focus.

- Indicators of Authorship:
Structural divisions, such as paragraph breaks, thematic shifts, or formal
greetings, can point to a specific author’s stylistic tendencies. The
presence or absence of such divisions in Hebrews thus becomes a point of
scrutiny.

- Role of Literary Devices:
Paul’s writings tend to utilize certain literary devices—such as chiasmus,
inclusio, and rhetorical questions—that facilitate the division of content
into sections.

Understanding these conventions helps us evaluate whether Hebrews conforms to
the typical Pauline style or diverges from it, particularly in the way it is
organized.

---

The Typical Structure of Pauline Epistles

Most of Paul’s epistles share common structural features:

- Greeting and Salutation:
Usually includes the sender’s and recipient’s names, along with blessings or
greetings.

- Theological Introduction:
An opening section that sets forth core doctrinal themes, often emphasizing
salvation, faith, or grace.

- Main Body with Clear Sections:
Divided into doctrinal teaching and ethical or practical instructions.

- Closing Remarks and Benedictions:
Final exhortations, personal notes, and blessings.

Example:
Romans and Corinthians exemplify this pattern with noticeable divisions
between doctrinal and applicative sections.

The presence of these divisions helps readers and scholars trace the flow of
argument and assess authorship. When a letter lacks clear divisions, it may
lead to questions about its stylistic and compositional origins.

---

Hebrews: A Unique Literary Composition

Hebrews stands out among New Testament writings because it does not clearly
conform to the typical Pauline epistolary structure. Instead, it appears more
like a homily or a theological treatise.

Key structural features of Hebrews include:



- Lack of Personal Greetings:
Unlike Pauline letters, Hebrews does not contain personal greetings or
closing salutations.

- Absence of Formal Opening:
The opening is more explanatory and theological ("God, after He spoke long
ago...") rather than a typical greeting.

- Continuous Argumentation:
The entire book flows as a cohesive sermon or discourse, with no obvious
division into doctrinal and applicative sections.

- Use of Extensive Exhortations:
The book contains strong exhortations to faithfulness, but these are woven
into the theological discourse rather than presented as separate sections.

This continuous, unified structure has led many scholars to view Hebrews
differently from the typical Pauline epistles, which often do have distinct
sections.

---

The Challenge: Hebrews Does Not Divide Into Two Sections

The core challenge to Pauline authorship based on structure is that Hebrews
does not divide into two sections in the way typical Pauline letters do. This
raises several questions:

- Is the absence of clear divisions incompatible with Pauline writing?
Some argue that Paul’s letters usually exhibit identifiable sections, so
Hebrews’s unified structure suggests a different authorial style.

- Does the structural cohesion reflect a different genre?
Hebrews resembles more of a sermon or theological discourse than a typical
epistle, which may explain its lack of sectional division.

- Could Hebrews have been edited or transmitted differently?
Textual transmission issues or editorial layers might have obscured original
divisions, if any existed.

Implications of this challenge:

- It suggests Hebrews was not composed with the same letter-writing
conventions as other Pauline epistles.
- It raises the possibility that Hebrews was intended as a homily or lecture
rather than a letter.
- It questions whether the stylistic and structural differences are
sufficient to exclude Pauline authorship.

---

Reconciling the Structural Evidence with Pauline Authorship Theories

Despite this challenge, many scholars still consider Paul a plausible or even
likely author of Hebrews. Several factors support this view:

- Shared Vocabulary and Theological Themes:
Hebrews contains language and themes consistent with Pauline theology, such
as faith, righteousness, and Christ’s priesthood.



- Early Church Traditions:
Some early Christian writers and traditions attributed Hebrews to Paul or his
close associates.

- Theological Content Over Structural Form:
The theological richness and Christ-centered focus align with Pauline
emphasis, even if the structure differs.

Counterpoints:

- The stylistic and structural differences may point to a different author
influenced by Pauline thought, rather than Paul himself.

- The lack of personal greetings and the sermon-like style make it less
likely to be a Pauline letter, which was typically written for specific
communities and included personal notes.

---

Alternative Theories and Perspectives

Given the structural challenge, some scholars propose alternative authorship
theories:

- Authorship by a Pauline disciple or follower:
Someone influenced by Paul’s teachings but who adopted a different literary
style, producing a homiletic text rather than a letter.

- Authorship by Barnabas or Apollos:
Early suggestions attribute Hebrews to Barnabas or Apollos, both of whom were
known to be close associates of Paul and were skilled speakers and writers.

- Authorship by an unknown Christian scribe:
A trained preacher or theologian of the early church, writing in the style of
a homily rather than a letter.

These perspectives consider the structural differences as evidence that
Hebrews was not intended as a Pauline epistle but as a theological discourse
suited for public reading or teaching.

---

Conclusion: Evaluating the Structural Challenge

The fact that Hebrews does not divide into two sections presents a
significant challenge to the traditional view of Pauline authorship. This
structural feature suggests that Hebrews may have been composed as a sermon,
homily, or theological treatise rather than as a typical Pauline letter.

However, this challenge does not definitively exclude Paul as the author.
Instead, it invites scholars to consider:

- The genre and purpose of Hebrews within the early Christian community.
- The stylistic and theological similarities to Pauline thought.
- The historical and traditonal attributions from early church figures.

Ultimately, the absence of clear divisions in Hebrews remains an important
point of discussion, emphasizing the need for a nuanced approach that
considers both structural features and theological content when evaluating



authorship. Whether Hebrews was penned by Paul directly or by a close
associate influenced by him, its unique structure continues to be a central
factor in scholarly debates and a reminder of the diversity of early
Christian writings.

---

In sum:
While the lack of division into two sections in Hebrews challenges the
traditional Pauline epistle format, it also opens up broader discussions
about the genre, purpose, and authorship of this profound biblical book.
Recognizing and understanding this structural feature is crucial for anyone
seeking to uncover the origins and message of Hebrews within the rich
tapestry of early Christian literature.
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