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The Parsley Massacre remains one of the most harrowing and tragic chapters in Caribbean history,
reflecting the brutal realities of ethnic conflict and political violence. Mark Memmott’s excerpt from
"Remembering To Never Forget: Dominican Republic’s Parsley Massacre" provides a powerful, detailed
account of this dark episode, offering readers insight into the historical context, the human toll, and the
lasting legacy of this atrocity. In this article, we will explore the key themes, historical background, and
significance of the massacre, while also examining its relevance in contemporary discussions about human

rights and ethnic violence.

Understanding the Background of the Parsley Massacre

Historical Context

The Parsley Massacre, also known as the El Corte (The Cutting), occurred in October 1937 during the
dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo in the Dominican Republic. Trujillo’s regime was characterized by brutal
repression, nationalism, and a desire to assert Dominican sovereignty over neighboring Haiti. Tensions
between the two nations had long existed, fueled by economic disparities, cultural differences, and

territorial disputes.

The massacre was primarily aimed at Haitians living in the Dominican border regions, who were often
indistinguishable from Dominicans to outsiders. Trujillo’s government sought to ethnically cleanse the

border

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of the Parsley Massacre in the
Dominican Republic?

The Parsley Massacre, which took place in 1937, was a brutal event where thousands of Haitian immigrants



and Dominicans of Haitian descent were killed by the Dominican military under Rafael Truyjillo's regime,

highlighting the oppressive policies and ethnic tensions of that era.

How does Mark Memmott's excerpt portray the events of the Parsley

Massacre?

Mark Memmott's excerpt provides a detailed and somber account of the massacre, emphasizing the

brutality, the political context, and the lasting impact on the victims and their communities.

What role did language and identification play in the execution of the

Parsley Massacre?

During the massacre, the Dominican military used the word 'parsley’ as a test; those who could not
pronounce it correctly, often Haitians or those with Haitian accents, were targeted for execution,

illustrating how language was used as a tool for discrimination and identification.

How does the excerpt address the long-term effects of the Parsley

Massacre on Dominican-Haitian relations?

The excerpt discusses how the massacre left deep scars, fostering ongoing tensions and mistrust between
the Dominican Republic and Haiti, and affecting the identities and perceptions of both nations for

generations.

‘What lessons can be learned from the excerpt regarding human rights
and historical memory?

The excerpt underscores the importance of remembering past atrocities like the Parsley Massacre to
promote awareness, ensure accountability, and foster reconciliation to prevent similar tragedies in the

future.

Additional Resources

Read The Excerpt From "Remembering To Never Forget: Dominican Republic’s Parsley Massacre" By
Mark Memmott provides a compelling and sobering account of one of the most tragic episodes in Caribbean
history. This excerpt offers readers an intimate glimpse into the harrowing events of the Parsley Massacre,
an atrocity committed along the border between the Dominican Republic and Haiti in 1937. As one of the
most vivid and emotionally charged narratives on this subject, Memmott’s work invites us to reflect on

themes of human rights, ethnic violence, and collective memory.



Understanding the Context of the Parsley Massacre
The Historical Background

The Parsley Massacre, also known as the El Corte, occurred during the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo in the
Dominican Republic. Trujillo’s regime sought to solidify national identity and suppress Haitian influence,
which led to a brutal campaign against Haitian immigrants and residents along the border. The massacre
resulted in the deaths of thousands of Haitians and people of Haitian descent, with estimates ranging from
10,000 to over 20,000 victims.

Why "Parsley"?

The massacre earned its name because of the method used by Dominican soldiers to identify Haitians. They
would ask individuals to pronounce the word "parsley” ("perejil" in Spanish). Haitians and those of Haitian
descent often struggled to pronounce the Spanish word correctly due to linguistic differences, revealing

their ethnicity. This cruel test led to
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