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Read The Excerpt From Twelfth Night.Duke: (Looking From Sebastian To Viola
And Back.) One Face, One Voice, is a compelling moment in William
Shakespeare’s comedy that highlights themes of identity, disgquise, and
perception. This excerpt captures the Duke’s realization that the two
characters—Sebastian and Viola—who appear identical, may in fact be the same
person or at least connected in a profound way. Analyzing this scene provides
insight into Shakespeare’s masterful use of language, character development,
and the dramatic irony that makes Twelfth Night a timeless piece. In this
article, we will explore the significance of this excerpt, its thematic
implications, and its role within the broader narrative of the play.

Understanding the Context of the Scene

The Setting of Twelfth Night

Twelfth Night is set in the fictional land of Illyria, where a series of
mistaken identities and romantic entanglements unfold. The play begins with
Viola shipwrecked and stranded in Illyria, disgquising herself as a young man
named Cesario. This disguise becomes central to the plot, leading to complex
situations involving love, mistaken identity, and social roles.

The Characters Involved

- Duke Orsino: The nobleman in love with Countess Olivia.

- Viola (disguised as Cesario): The protagonist who works as a messenger for
Duke Orsino.

- Sebastian: Viola's twin brother, believed to be lost at sea.

- Olivia: A noblewoman who is mourning her brother and initially resists Duke
Orsino’s advances.

This scene occurs after Viola (as Cesario) has been sent to woo Olivia on
behalf of Duke Orsino, and Sebastian has appeared in Illyria, causing
confusion among the characters.

The Significance of the Line: "One Face, One
Voice"



The Theme of Identity

The Duke’s observation—"One face, one voice"—encapsulates a core theme of
Twelfth Night: the fluidity of identity and the power of appearance versus
reality. The line signifies the moment of recognition where the Duke
perceives the striking similarity between Sebastian and Viola, raising
questions about whether they are the same person or merely look alike.

The Dramatic Irony

Shakespeare employs dramatic irony here; the audience is aware of Viola's
disquise, but other characters are not. The Duke’s comment foreshadows the
eventual revelation that Sebastian and Viola are twins, and their resemblance
will lead to comic and poignant moments.

The Symbolism of Faces and Voices

The focus on "face" and "voice" symbolizes the human tendency to judge
identity based on external appearances and auditory cues. Shakespeare subtly
critiques superficial judgments, emphasizing that true identity goes beyond
mere appearances.

Analyzing the Scene’s Literary Devices

Imagery and Metaphor

The phrase "One face, one voice" employs vivid imagery, suggesting a seamless
sameness that blurs the lines between different individuals. It uses metaphor
to compare physical and vocal traits, emphasizing how appearances and sounds
can deceive.

Repetition and Parallelism

The structure of the line creates a rhythmic emphasis, reinforcing the idea
of unity or sameness. Repetition of the concept underscores the shock or
revelation the Duke experiences.

Foreshadowing and Irony

This moment foreshadows the subsequent revelations and misunderstandings. The
irony lies in the Duke’s perception—believing in the sameness of Sebastian
and Viola—while the audience knows the complex truth behind their identities.



Thematic Implications of "One Face, One Voice"

Disguise and Deception

Disguise is central to Twelfth Night. Viola's use of her male disguise allows
her to navigate Illyria and pursue her goals, but it also leads to confusion
and mistaken identities, as highlighted in the Duke’s observation.

Love and Recognition

The scene underscores the play’'s exploration of love rooted in
recognition—-realizing the true identities of the characters alters their
relationships and fates.

Appearance vs. Reality

The line emphasizes that appearances can be deceiving; what we see or hear
might not reflect the true nature of a person. This theme invites audiences
to question their perceptions and assumptions.

Impact on the Play’s Plot Development

The Moment of Recognition

This scene serves as a pivotal moment leading to the eventual reunion of
Viola and Sebastian. Their similar appearances and voices create a
situational irony that fuels the play’s comedic and dramatic tension.

The Role of the Duke

The Duke’s recognition of the similarity between Sebastian and Viola
influences his actions and decisions, especially regarding his love for
Olivia and his own understanding of identity.

The Comic Elements

The mistaken identity and recognition scenes contribute to the comedic tone,
leading to humorous misunderstandings and ultimately, a joyful resolution.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of the Scene

The excerpt from Twelfth Night featuring the Duke’s observation-"One face,
one voice"—captures Shakespeare’s exploration of identity, disguise, and



perception that resonates even today. It exemplifies how appearances can be
deceptive and how recognition and understanding are vital to genuine
relationships. This moment not only advances the plot but also invites
audiences to reflect on the nature of identity and the facades people wear in
everyday life. Through masterful use of language and dramatic irony,
Shakespeare constructs a scene that is both entertaining and thought-
provoking, ensuring Twelfth Night remains a beloved work centuries after its
creation.

Whether studied in academic settings or enjoyed as a theatrical masterpiece,
this excerpt continues to inspire discussions about the masks we wear and the
truths we seek beneath them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Duke's line 'One
Face, One Voice' in Twelfth Night?

The line highlights the theme of mistaken identity and the confusion between
Viola and Sebastian, emphasizing how appearances and voices can be deceiving.

How does the Duke's observation reflect the play's
exploration of identity?

It underscores the play's central motif that outward appearances often
conceal true identities, leading to humorous misunderstandings.

In what context does the Duke say 'One Face, One
Voice' in the excerpt?

The Duke remarks on the similarity between Sebastian and Viola, which causes
him to question whether they are the same person or different individuals.

How does this excerpt relate to the theme of
mistaken identity in Twelfth Night?

It exemplifies how characters mistake one person for another based on
physical appearance and voice, fueling the comedic confusion throughout the

play.

What dramatic purpose does the Duke's line serve 1in
the scene?

It heightens the tension and curiosity, drawing attention to the mistaken
identities that drive the plot's comedic and dramatic developments.



Who are the characters involved in this scene, and
what are their roles?

The characters are the Duke, who is in a position of authority and inquiry,
and Viola and Sebastian, who are central to the mistaken identity plot-Viola
disguised as Cesario and Sebastian as himself.

Why is the recognition of 'One Face, One Voice'
important for the unfolding of the play's events?

Recognizing the similarities is crucial for the eventual resolution of
misunderstandings and the revelation of true identities, leading to the
play's romantic and comedic conclusions.

Additional Resources

Read The Excerpt From Twelfth Night. Duke: (Looking From Sebastian To Viola
And Back.) One Face, One Voice

The excerpt from Twelfth Night, featuring the Duke's observation-"One face,
one voice"—-serves as a compelling entry point into the play’s rich
exploration of identity, disquise, and perception. This moment encapsulates
some of the core themes that make Twelfth Night a timeless comedy, blending
humor with insightful commentary on how appearances can deceive and how
individuals are often misunderstood based on surface impressions. In this
review, we will delve into the significance of this excerpt, analyze its
thematic depth, scrutinize its dramatic function, and reflect on its
relevance both within the play and in broader literary contexts.

Thematic Significance of "One Face, One Voice"
Identity and Disguise

At the heart of this excerpt lies the play’s fascination with identity and
the masks we wear—both literal and metaphorical. The Duke’s observation that
Sebastian and Viola possess "One face, one voice" underscores the confusion
and complexity surrounding individual identity in Twelfth Night. Viola,
disguised as Cesario, embodies this ambiguity, challenging characters and
audiences alike to question what constitutes true selfhood.

- Pros:

- Emphasizes the fluidity of identity.

- Highlights the power of disguise as a dramatic device.

- Invites reflection on the superficial versus authentic self.

- Cons:



- May oversimplify the nuanced distinctions between appearances and
realities.

- Could potentially diminish the uniqueness of individual personalities by
equating them through physical resemblance.

Perception and Misunderstanding

The Duke’s focus on the similarity between Sebastian and Viola also brings
into focus how perception influences human interactions. When appearances are
so closely aligned, misunderstandings are inevitable-setting the stage for
comic confusion and dramatic irony that drive the plot.

- Pros:

- Creates dramatic irony that engages the audience.

- Amplifies the comedic effect through mistaken identities.
- Explores how perception can distort truth.

- Cons:
- Might be viewed as a simplistic commentary on identity, lacking depth.
- Risks overshadowing other themes such as love, envy, or social mobility.

Dramatic Function of the Excerpt
Catalyst for Plot Development

This brief yet profound exchange functions as a pivotal moment that propels
the narrative forward. The Duke’'s recognition of Viola and Sebastian’s
resemblance foreshadows the ensuing chaos—mistaken identities, romantic
pursuits, and comic misunderstandings that constitute the play’s core.

- Features:

- Serves as a narrative pivot point.

- Heightens dramatic tension through ambiguity.

- Reinforces the play’s motif of disquise and revelation.

Character Dynamics

The Duke'’s observation also reveals his perceptiveness and perhaps hints at
his internal conflict. His ability to see similarities between Viola and
Sebastian, despite their different disquises, suggests an underlying
recognition of their true selves, which may contrast with other characters’
superficial judgments.

- Features:

- Demonstrates the Duke’s perceptive nature.

- Sets up future interactions based on recognition.

- Deepens character development through subtle observation.



Literary Devices and Stylistic Elements
Repetition and Parallelism

The phrase "One face, one voice" employs repetition and parallel structure,
emphasizing the sameness and unity of the two characters. This stylistic
choice heightens the impact of the Duke’s observation and draws attention to
their resemblance.

- Effect:
- Creates a rhythmic, memorable line.
- Reinforces the theme of similarity and confusion.

Symbolism

Faces and voices symbolize identity and authenticity. The emphasis on these
sensory elements underscores the play’s exploration of how appearances can be
deceiving and how inner truth might be concealed beneath external disguises.

- Symbolic significance:
- Suggests the potential for inner and outer worlds to align or diverge.
- Highlights the importance of perception in understanding others.

Broader Context and Relevance
Elizabethan Perspectives on Identity

During Shakespeare’s time, the play’s themes of disguise and mistaken
identity resonated with societal notions of social mobility, gender roles,
and deception. The Duke’s remark encapsulates contemporary anxieties and
fascinations with these issues, making Twelfth Night both a humorous and
insightful commentary on Elizabethan society.

Modern Interpretations

Today, this excerpt continues to resonate as a metaphor for the fluidity of
identity in the digital age. With social media and online personas, the line
between appearance and reality has become even more blurred, making the

themes of Twelfth Night relevant in contemporary discussions about
authenticity and self-presentation.

Critical Reception and Artistic Interpretations
Stage and Screen Adaptations

Different productions of Twelfth Night interpret this moment variably—some
emphasizing the comic potential of mistaken identity, others highlighting the



play’s philosophical undertones.

- Pros:
- Offers flexible interpretative possibilities.
- Allows directors to explore themes of perception and disguise creatively.

- Cons:
- Risk of misrepresenting the play’s nuanced themes if not handled carefully.

Literary Criticism

Scholars have praised this excerpt for its succinct encapsulation of the
play’s core motifs, citing it as a prime example of Shakespeare’s mastery
over language and thematic depth. Some interpret it as a reflection on the
universality of human similarity, regardless of external differences.

Conclusion

The excerpt from Twelfth Night featuring the Duke’s observation-"One face,
one voice"—serves as a microcosm of the play’s enduring exploration of
identity, perception, and disguise. Its succinctness belies its richness,
offering a window into the complex interplay between appearance and reality
that drives the narrative and characters’ motivations. Whether viewed through
a literary, theatrical, or contemporary lens, this moment exemplifies
Shakespeare’s skill in weaving profound philosophical themes into accessible
comedy. As both a reflection of Elizabethan societal norms and a timeless
meditation on human similarity and difference, this excerpt continues to
captivate audiences and readers alike, reminding us that beneath our external
facades, we may be more alike than we realize.
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