
Read The Following Excerpt From The Gift Of The

Magi And Answer The Question."For There Lay The

Combs--the

Read The Following Excerpt From The Gift Of The Magi And Answer The Question. For There Lay The

Combs--the beautifully crafted, shiny, and delicate hair combs that symbolize love, sacrifice, and the

true meaning of gift-giving in O. Henry's classic story. This poignant excerpt captures a pivotal moment

that embodies the story’s central themes and offers rich insights into human nature and the spirit of

Christmas. In this article, we will explore the significance of this excerpt, analyze its themes, and

answer the question it poses, providing a comprehensive understanding of this timeless piece of

literature.

---

Understanding the Context of The Gift of the Magi

Before delving into the specific excerpt, it is essential to understand the broader context of O. Henry’s

"The Gift of the Magi." The story revolves around a young married couple, Jim and Della, who are

financially struggling but deeply in love. Each wishes to give the other a special Christmas gift, but

their limited resources make this challenging.

The Central Conflict

- Della’s desire to give Jim a meaningful gift: She wants to buy him a present that reflects her love and

appreciation.

- Jim’s desire to give Della a special gift: He aims to buy her something that will make her happy.

- Their sacrifice: In pursuit of these gifts, both sell their most prized possessions—Della sells her hair,



and Jim sells his watch.

The Significance of the Gifts

- Della purchases a set of combs for Jim’s watch chain.

- Jim sells his watch to buy a set of ornamental combs for Della’s hair.

This mutual sacrifice highlights the depth of their love and the true meaning of giving, transcending

material value.

---

The Excerpt: "For There Lay The Combs—the"

The excerpt, "For There Lay The Combs—the," is a powerful moment in the story that underscores the

irony and emotional depth of their sacrifices. It typically appears when the narrator describes the scene

where the combs are discovered after the gifts have been exchanged, revealing the unintended

consequences of their love.

Key Elements of the Excerpt:

- The setting: The scene often takes place in their humble home, emphasizing simplicity and sincerity.

- The combs: Delicately crafted, beautiful, and now seemingly useless to the recipient because of the

sacrifice made.

- Irony: The combs, meant to adorn Jim’s hair, are now incompatible because Della has sold her hair,

and similarly, Jim’s watch is now meaningless because Della sold her hair.

---



Analyzing the Themes in the Excerpt

This excerpt encapsulates several core themes of the story, including love, sacrifice, irony, and the

true spirit of giving.

1. Love and Sacrifice

- The couple’s willingness to give up their most prized possessions highlights the depth of their love.

- Their sacrifices demonstrate that the greatest gift is selflessness.

2. Irony and Unexpected Consequences

- The story employs situational irony—both gifts become useless because of the sacrifices made.

- This irony emphasizes that the true value lies in the gesture, not the material gift.

3. The Spirit of Christmas and Giving

- The story celebrates the idea that giving from the heart is more meaningful than material wealth.

- The couple’s sacrifices reflect the true essence of Christmas and generosity.

---

Answering the Question: What Does the Excerpt Reveal About

the Characters?

The excerpt "For There Lay The Combs—the" reveals profound insights into Jim and Della’s

characters.



Jim’s Character Traits

- Selflessness: Jim’s willingness to sell his watch to buy combs shows he values Della’s happiness

above his possessions.

- Love: His concern for Della’s joy drives his actions.

Della’s Character Traits

- Devotion: Della’s decision to sell her hair to afford the combs illustrates her deep love and

commitment.

- Sacrifice: She sacrifices her beauty for Jim’s happiness, highlighting her altruism.

Shared Traits

- Deep love: Both characters are motivated by genuine love and desire to make each other happy.

- Humility: Their sacrifices are made quietly and without expectation of return.

---

The Symbolism of the Combs in the Story

The combs themselves carry rich symbolic meaning within the narrative.

Significance of the Combs

- Symbol of beauty and elegance: The combs represent Della’s desire to present herself beautifully for

Jim.

- Symbol of sacrifice: Their purchase and subsequent sacrifice reflect the depth of love and willingness

to give up personal treasures.

- Irony of the gifts: The combs, intended to enhance beauty, become useless because of their



sacrifices, illustrating that love’s true value is in the act of giving rather than the gift itself.

---

Lessons and Moral of the Story

The excerpt and the story overall impart timeless lessons.

Key Lessons

- True love involves sacrifice: The characters’ willingness to give up their most valued possessions

underscores that real love requires selflessness.

- Material possessions are secondary: The story suggests that genuine affection and sacrifice matter

more than material wealth.

- Irony highlights deeper truths: The unexpected outcome of their sacrifices underscores that the value

of love and giving is beyond material considerations.

The Moral Message

O. Henry’s story encourages readers to value love and sacrifice over materialism and to recognize that

the true gift lies in the intention and spirit of giving.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Impact of The Excerpt

The excerpt "For There Lay The Combs—the" encapsulates the profound irony, sacrifice, and love that

define "The Gift of the Magi." It serves as a reminder that the most meaningful gifts are those given



selflessly and that the true spirit of giving transcends material value. By examining the characters’

sacrifices and the symbolism of the combs, readers gain insight into the enduring lessons of love,

humility, and generosity. This story continues to resonate because it celebrates the noblest qualities of

human nature and the power of love to inspire sacrifice and kindness.

---

Further Reading and Related Topics

- The Role of Irony in Literature

- The Symbolism of Gifts in Literary Works

- Exploring Themes of Sacrifice and Love in Classic Stories

- The Influence of Cultural Traditions on Gift-Giving

- How O. Henry’s Short Stories Reflect Human Nature

---

By understanding and reflecting on this excerpt and its deeper meanings, readers can appreciate the

timeless message of "The Gift of the Magi" and apply its lessons of love and sacrifice in their own

lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the phrase 'For There Lay The Combs--the'

in the excerpt from The Gift of the Magi?

The phrase highlights the unexpected discovery of the combs, which are central to the story's theme of

sacrificial love and irony, as they symbolize the main characters' sacrifices for each other.



How does the excerpt reflect the theme of sacrifice in The Gift of the

Magi?

The mention of the combs suggests that both Della and Jim have sacrificed their most valued

possessions to buy gifts for each other, illustrating the story's emphasis on selfless love.

What can be inferred about the characters' relationship based on the

line 'For There Lay The Combs--the'?

It indicates a moment of realization or irony, showing that both characters have made personal

sacrifices, which underscores the depth of their love and commitment.

Why are the combs considered important in the story, as suggested by

the excerpt?

The combs are valuable and meaningful gifts that represent the love and sacrifice of the main

characters, making them central symbols in the story.

How does the excerpt exemplify the story's use of irony?

It foreshadows the ironic twist that both characters sold their prized possessions to buy gifts that are

now unusable, emphasizing the theme of sacrificial love and the unexpected outcomes.

Additional Resources

Exquisite Symbolism in "The Gift of the Magi": An In-Depth Analysis of "For There Lay The

Combs—the"

---



Introduction: Unveiling the Significance of the Combs in O.

Henry’s Classic

At first glance, the phrase “For There Lay The Combs—the” from O. Henry’s The Gift of the Magi

might seem like a simple, incidental detail within the story’s narrative. However, this seemingly modest

line encapsulates a world of emotional depth, thematic resonance, and symbolic richness. As a literary

artifact, the combs serve as a pivotal point that underscores the story’s core message about love,

sacrifice, and the true spirit of giving.

In this comprehensive exploration, we will delve into the significance of the combs—what they

represent, their role within the narrative, and the broader themes they evoke. This review aims to

provide readers and literary enthusiasts with an expert understanding of why the phrase “For There

Lay The Combs—the” is more than just a descriptive detail; it is a reflection of the story’s profound

moral lesson.

---

The Combs as Symbols of Love and Sacrifice

The Combs as Material Symbols

The combs in The Gift of the Magi are not merely everyday grooming accessories; they are symbols of

prosperity, beauty, and social status. Della’s desire to purchase the perfect gift for Jim stems from her

wish to demonstrate her love through a tangible token of her affection. The combs, described as

“beautiful, perhaps the last word in modern elegance,” represent her admiration for Jim and her hope

to give him something precious.



From an economic perspective, the combs symbolize Della’s modest but meaningful attempt to

express her love in material form. Their value lies not only in their material worth but in the emotional

significance attached to them—they are a symbol of her devotion.

Key aspects:

- Material worth and aesthetic appeal: The combs are described as exquisite, indicating their

desirability.

- Social status: Such combs might have been considered luxury items, representing beauty and

elegance.

- Symbol of affection: The combs are a gift chosen from love, embodying Della’s desire to please her

husband.

The Combs as Symbols of Sacrifice and Irony

Ironically, the combs become a symbol of sacrifice. When Della sells her hair to buy the combs, she

sacrifices her most prized possession to give Jim a gift. Conversely, Jim’s purchase of a chain for his

watch leads him to sell his prized possession—the watch itself—to acquire a set of ornamental combs.

This mutual sacrifice—each giving up what they cherish most—creates a poignant irony. The combs,

which were intended to be a symbol of beauty and affection, become emblematic of the depth of their

love and willingness to sacrifice personal treasures.

In essence:

- Irony of sacrifice: Both characters sacrifice their most valued possessions, rendering their gifts

useless but symbolically profound.

- Symbol of love’s depth: The combs stand as a testament to their willingness to give everything for

each other.



---

The Role of the Phrase "For There Lay The Combs—the"

Introduction to the Context

The phrase appears at a crucial moment in the story, often interpreted as the narrator’s reflection on

the combs’ placement. This line signifies a moment of recognition—both literal and symbolic—that the

combs are now lying in their intended setting, yet their intended purpose is thwarted by the sacrifices

made.

The phrase’s importance can be broken down into:

- A moment of realization: The combs are at the center of the story’s climax.

- A poetic reflection: The phrase elevates the combs from mere objects to symbols of sacrifice and

love.

Literary Significance

The phrase “For There Lay The Combs—the” functions as a poetic device, emphasizing the combs’

resting place and their symbolism. The abruptness of the line, coupled with the dash, creates a pause

that invites reflection. It signifies that the combs are no longer just objects but carriers of emotional and

moral meaning.

Themes highlighted include:

- The transient nature of material possessions: The combs, once valuable, now symbolize sacrifice, not



wealth.

- The enduring power of love: Despite their uselessness, the combs are priceless in their emotional

significance.

Impact on the Reader

This line prompts readers to consider the contrast between material value and emotional value. It

underscores the story’s overarching message—that true gift-giving transcends material worth and is

rooted in love and sacrifice.

---

Broader Themes and Implications

Love and Sacrifice as the True Gifts

The combs serve as a catalyst for exploring the theme that the greatest gifts are those given selflessly.

Della and Jim each relinquish their most treasured possessions to buy a gift for the other, illustrating

that love involves sacrifice.

Key points:

- Sacrifice as a form of love: The giving up of something valuable demonstrates genuine affection.

- The paradox of giving: The true value of a gift lies in its meaning, not its material worth.



Irony and Its Literary Power

O. Henry masterfully employs situational irony: both characters sell their most prized possessions to

buy gifts that are rendered useless by their sacrifices. The phrase “For There Lay The Combs—the”

encapsulates this irony, highlighting that the greatest treasures are intangible.

Implications:

- Moral lesson: Material possessions are insignificant compared to love and sacrifice.

- Humor and pathos: The irony adds a bittersweet tone, emphasizing the depth of the characters’ love.

The Cultural and Religious Allusions

The title references the biblical Magi, emphasizing the theme of gift-giving and the recognition of true

worth. The combs, in this context, symbolize the spiritual richness of selfless love, much like the gifts

brought by the Magi to the Christ child.

Broader cultural significance:

- Gift-giving as an act of love: Mirroring the biblical narrative.

- Sacrifice as a moral ideal: Elevating love beyond materialism.

---

Conclusion: The Combs as a Testament to Human Virtue

In analyzing the phrase “For There Lay The Combs—the,” it becomes clear that these objects

transcend their physical form to embody a universal truth about love, sacrifice, and human virtue. Their



placement at the story’s climax encapsulates the poignant irony that material possessions are fleeting,

but the love that motivates sacrifice endures.

Final thoughts:

- The combs symbolize the beauty of giving and the depth of love.

- Their presence in the story reminds us that the most valuable gifts are those born of selflessness.

- The phrase itself invites reflection on the transient nature of material wealth versus the lasting impact

of genuine love.

In essence, the combs are not just ornaments or gifts; they are enduring symbols of the human

capacity for sacrifice, illustrating that the greatest treasures are found in acts of love that transcend

material value. O. Henry’s masterful storytelling invites us all to consider what we truly value and how

love’s true gift is often the sacrifice of personal desires for the happiness of others.
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