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To New EnglandOargue Against is a compelling topic that delves into one of
the most significant religious revivals in American history and its lasting
impact on migration patterns, particularly the movement of converts to the
New England region. This article explores the causes and effects of the
Second Great Awakening, its influence on religious conversions, the migration
to New England, and the debates surrounding these developments.

Understanding the Second Great Awakening

What Was the Second Great Awakening?
The Second Great Awakening was a Protestant religious revival that swept
through the United States from the late 18th century into the mid-19th
century, roughly from the 1790s to the 1840s. Unlike the first Great
Awakening of the 1730s and 1740s, this revival emphasized personal salvation,
individual piety, and a democratization of religion, making faith accessible
to all, regardless of social class or background.

Key features of this movement included large outdoor revival meetings, camp
meetings, and a focus on emotional religious experiences. It also fostered
the growth of new denominations, such as Methodism and Baptism, which
actively promoted evangelism and missionary work. The movement deeply
influenced American society, promoting social reforms like abolitionism,
temperance, and women's rights.

Causes of the Second Great Awakening
Several social, political, and economic factors contributed to the rise of
the Second Great Awakening:
- The Enlightenment: Emphasized reason and individualism, which resonated
with the revival's focus on personal faith.
- The Decline of Formal Religious Authority: Traditional church authority
waned, encouraging lay participation.
- Frontier Expansion: As Americans moved westward, frontier regions became
fertile ground for revivalist preaching.
- Social Changes: Rapid urbanization and industrialization created social
disruptions, prompting a desire for spiritual renewal.
- Democratic Ideals: The American emphasis on equality and individual rights
aligned with the revivalist message of personal salvation accessible to all.



The Impact of the Second Great Awakening on
Religious Converts

Mass Conversions and Religious Diversity
One of the hallmark features of the Second Great Awakening was the surge in
religious conversions. Evangelists traveled across the country, urging
individuals to renew their faith or convert for the first time. This period
saw a significant increase in the number of Baptists, Methodists, and other
evangelical groups.

Conversions often involved dramatic emotional experiences, including crying,
shouting, and visible expressions of spiritual awakening. These experiences
reinforced the idea that salvation was available to everyone, leading to a
democratization of religion previously reserved for the elite.

Role of Revival Meetings
Revival meetings were large gatherings that could last several days,
attracting thousands of attendees. They played a crucial role in converting
people and spreading religious enthusiasm. These gatherings often featured:
- Preaching that emphasized personal salvation
- Singing and music to foster emotional engagement
- Testimonies from converts sharing their spiritual journeys

Some notable revivalists, such as Charles Grandison Finney, pioneered methods
like the "anxious bench," where individuals seeking salvation would come
forward during meetings, symbolizing a personal decision to commit to faith.

Long-term Effects on Religious Composition
The revival led to:
- The growth of new denominations and sects
- Increased participation of women in religious activities
- The establishment of religious societies and charitable organizations
- The fostering of a sense of moral purpose and social activism among
converts

The Migration of Converts to New England

Why Did Converts Move to New England?
While the Second Great Awakening primarily originated in the frontier and
southern regions, its influence extended to the North, especially New



England. Several factors motivated converts to relocate there:
- Educational Opportunities: New England was home to many colleges and
seminaries, fostering religious and intellectual growth.
- Religious Communities: Established congregations and new churches welcomed
converts seeking to deepen their faith.
- Social Reform Movements: Many converts were drawn to New England's active
abolitionist and temperance movements.
- Economic Opportunities and Urbanization: Cities like Boston and Providence
attracted religious activists looking to build communities centered on faith
and reform.

Impact of Migration on New England Society
The influx of religious converts contributed to:
- The expansion of church networks
- The establishment of religiously motivated social institutions
- The promotion of reform movements, including abolition, women's rights, and
education
- The strengthening of a religiously active civil society

Arguments Against the Migration of Converts to
New England

Concerns About Cultural and Religious Changes
Some critics argued that the mass movement of converts to New England
threatened the region’s traditional religious and cultural fabric. They
contended that:
- The influx of new, often fervent, religious groups could disrupt
established social orders.
- Rapid growth of evangelical churches might overshadow long-standing
denominations and community institutions.
- The emotional and revivalist style of worship was seen by some as
superficial or disruptive.

Social and Political Tensions
The migration of religious converts was sometimes linked to social tensions:
- Conflicts arose between old-line congregations and newly converted groups
advocating reform.
- The movement for social reforms, while noble, sometimes created divisions
within communities.
- Critics feared that religious enthusiasm could lead to fanaticism or social
disorder.



Economic and Logistical Challenges
Large-scale migration and the establishment of new religious communities
posed logistical challenges:
- Strain on urban infrastructure and resources in growing cities.
- Competition among religious groups for followers and influence.
- The need for funding and organization to sustain new churches and
institutions.

Legacy of the Second Great Awakening and Its
Migration Impact

Enduring Religious and Social Changes
Despite criticisms, the Second Great Awakening had lasting effects:
- It democratized Christianity, making it accessible to all social classes.
- It inspired social reform movements that shaped American society.
- It contributed to the growth of a vibrant civil society rooted in faith-
based activism.

Influence on American Identity
The movement reinforced ideas of individual agency, moral responsibility, and
community service—values that continue to influence American identity today.

Modern Interpretations and Continued Debates
Contemporary scholars analyze the movement’s role in shaping American
religious landscape and social fabric. Debates persist around:
- The extent to which the revival promoted genuine spiritual renewal versus
superficial conversions.
- The impact of religious migrations on regional cultural differences.
- The balance between religious freedom and social cohesion.

Conclusion
The Second Great Awakening was a transformative period in American history
that reshaped religious practice, social activism, and migration patterns.
The movement’s influence led many converts to seek new religious and social
opportunities, including moving to New England, where they contributed to the
region’s religious and reformist legacy. While some critics argued against
the rapid growth and emotional fervor of revivalist Christianity, the
movement’s enduring impact on American society remains undeniable. Its legacy
continues to influence religious thought, social reform, and community



building in the United States today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was a major impact of the Second Great
Awakening on religious conversions in the United
States?
It led to a significant increase in religious conversions and the growth of
new denominations across the country.

How did the Second Great Awakening influence the
movement of people to New England?
The revival inspired many converts to migrate to New England, seeking
religious community and further spiritual growth.

What arguments are commonly made against the idea
that the Second Great Awakening caused mass
migration to New England?
Opponents argue that the migration patterns were influenced by economic
factors and other social changes, not solely religious revivalism.

In what ways did the Second Great Awakening
contribute to social reform movements during the
19th century?
It motivated many converts to pursue social reforms such as abolition,
temperance, and women's rights, viewing these as religious duties.

Which regions in the United States were most
affected by the Second Great Awakening?
The Midwest, South, and New England experienced significant religious revival
and growth during this period.

What role did itinerant preachers play in spreading
the message of the Second Great Awakening?
They traveled extensively to hold revivals, convert individuals, and expand
the reach of revivalist Christianity across the country.
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The Second Great Awakening was a pivotal religious revival that swept through
the United States during the early 19th century, fundamentally transforming
American society and its spiritual landscape. Its influence extended beyond
mere spiritual renewal, impacting social reform movements, educational
initiatives, and regional migration patterns. Among the notable effects was
the significant number of converts who, motivated by newfound faith and zeal,
migrated to regions such as New England, seeking to establish communities
rooted in revivalist ideals. Conversely, this movement also faced criticism
and opposition from various quarters, raising debates about its social
implications, theological authenticity, and political consequences.

This article aims to provide a comprehensive, analytical overview of the
Second Great Awakening's influence on migration patterns—particularly the
movement of converts to New England—and to explore the arguments against some
of its effects. By examining the historical context, demographic shifts,
religious motivations, and the criticisms levied against the revival, we can
better understand this complex chapter in American religious history.

---

Understanding the Second Great Awakening:
Historical Context and Core Principles

The Origins and Timeline
The Second Great Awakening emerged in the late 18th century and gained
momentum throughout the early 19th century, roughly from the 1790s to the
1840s. It was rooted in a response to the perceived decline of religious
fervor following the First Great Awakening (1730s–1740s) and was
characterized by widespread revival meetings, emotional preaching, and an
emphasis on individual salvation.

This movement was influenced by Enlightenment ideas, which promoted
rationality and individual agency, but it also emphasized personal religious
experience over formal doctrine. Its spread was facilitated by technological
advances such as the steamboat and the printing press, which allowed
religious tracts, sermons, and revival reports to reach a broad audience.

The Core Principles and Beliefs
Key principles of the Second Great Awakening included:



- Personal Conversion: Emphasis on a personal, emotional experience of
salvation rather than mere institutional membership.
- Religious Enthusiasm: Revival meetings often involved passionate preaching,
singing, and emotional expressions of faith.
- Democratization of Religion: Breaking down denominational barriers to
promote accessible religious experiences for all social classes.
- Social Reform: Belief that religion should inspire societal improvements,
including abolitionism, temperance, and women's rights.
- Millenarianism: A focus on imminent divine intervention and the
establishment of God's kingdom on earth.

---

The Migration of Converts to New England:
Causes and Patterns

Why Did Converts Move to New England?
While the Second Great Awakening energized many regions across the United
States, New England—historically a hub of religious activity and intellectual
thought—became a magnet for converts for several reasons:

- Religious Infrastructure: New England had established churches, seminaries,
and a tradition of religious activism, making it an attractive destination
for converts seeking community and spiritual growth.
- Educational Opportunities: Institutions like Harvard, Yale, and emerging
denominational colleges provided platforms for religious education and
leadership, drawing converts who aimed to deepen their faith and possibly
pursue ministry.
- Revivalist Networks: The spread of revivalist preachers and itinerant
evangelists created a network that facilitated the movement of converts
seeking the spiritual energy associated with revival meetings.
- Social and Cultural Factors: Many converts viewed New England as a fertile
ground for reform movements, aligning with their desire to participate in
social activism rooted in their faith.

Demographic and Social Dynamics
The migration of converts was not uniform but involved specific demographics:
- Urban and Rural Converts: Both urban dwellers and rural populations sought
the spiritual renewal offered by revivalism, with some moving to New England
to engage more deeply with religious communities.
- Women and Youth: Women, often central to revivalist activities, and young
people were particularly drawn to the emotional and participatory aspects of
the movement, sometimes relocating to be closer to revival centers.
- Ethnic and Racial Minorities: Some minority groups, inspired by revivalist



messages of equality and salvation, migrated to areas in New England where
they could find religious fellowship and social opportunities.

Impact on Regional Migration Patterns
The religious enthusiasm generated by the Second Great Awakening contributed
to significant internal migration, with many converts relocating to New
England or nearby regions. This movement was driven by:
- A desire to join active religious communities
- The pursuit of educational and leadership opportunities
- The influence of revivalist networks that facilitated personal and communal
transitions

This migration contributed to the demographic diversification of New England
and reinforced its reputation as a center of religious activism.

---

Arguments Against the Influence of the Second
Great Awakening and the Migration of Converts

While the Second Great Awakening undoubtedly stimulated spiritual renewal and
social reform, it also faced considerable criticism and opposition. Critics
argued that some effects of the revival were problematic, controversial, or
had unintended negative consequences.

Social and Cultural Concerns
- Erosion of Traditional Authority: Critics contended that the emphasis on
personal salvation and emotional preaching undermined established religious
authorities and traditional church hierarchies.
- Moral Panic and Excesses: Revival meetings often involved intense emotional
displays, which some perceived as bordering on fanaticism or hysteria.
Critics argued that such displays could lead to social disorder or undermine
rational religious practice.
- Segregation and Exclusion: Despite promoting equality in spiritual
salvation, some revivalist communities perpetuated racial and gender
exclusions, reinforcing societal divisions rather than eradicating them.

Theological and Doctrinal Criticisms
- Superficial Conversions: Opponents claimed that the rapid influx of
converts sometimes led to superficial or insincere conversions that lacked
theological depth.
- Heterodoxy and Schisms: The proliferation of revivalist denominations and



independent churches resulted in doctrinal disputes and schisms, weakening
religious unity.
- Questionable Authenticity: Some clergy and theologians questioned whether
the emotional conversions truly reflected genuine faith, viewing them as
transient or influenced by mass psychology.

Political and Social Implications
- Potential for Social Disruption: Critics feared that the social activism
inspired by the revival—such as abolitionism and temperance—could destabilize
existing social order.
- Regional Conflicts: The migration of converts to New England sometimes
exacerbated regional tensions, particularly in areas where traditional
religious practices or social hierarchies were challenged.
- Economic Concerns: The movement's emphasis on reform and moral improvement
occasionally conflicted with economic interests, such as those of business
elites wary of temperance or abolition movements.

Counterarguments and Defenses
Supporters of the Second Great Awakening argued that:
- The emotional and participatory nature of revivalism was a vital expression
of genuine faith.
- The social reforms inspired by the movement led to positive changes, such
as the abolition of slavery and improvements in education.
- The movement democratized religion, making spiritual practice accessible to
all social classes.

The debate over these issues reflects the complex legacy of the Second Great
Awakening, balancing its spiritual and social achievements against concerns
about superficiality, division, and social upheaval.

---

Conclusion: The Legacy of the Second Great
Awakening and Its Impact on American Society

The Second Great Awakening was a transformative force in American history,
fostering a wave of religious enthusiasm that reshaped regional demographics,
inspired social reform, and challenged traditional authority. Its influence
on migration patterns, particularly the movement of converts to New England,
highlights the movement’s role in shaping regional identities and fostering
community networks rooted in revivalist ideals.

However, the movement's legacy is also marked by contentious debates and
criticisms. Opponents argued that the emotional excesses, doctrinal disputes,



and social upheavals associated with revivalism could threaten social
stability and undermine rational religious practice. These arguments continue
to inform discussions about the movement's long-term effects and its place in
American religious and social history.

Ultimately, the Second Great Awakening remains a defining episode in the
nation’s spiritual development, illustrating the dynamic interplay between
faith, societal change, and regional identity. Its legacy persists in the
ongoing influence of revivalist traditions, social activism, and the enduring
debates over religious authority and social reform. Understanding this
complex history allows us to appreciate both the transformative power and the
contentious aspects of one of America’s most significant religious movements.
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