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Introduction: The Legacy of Andrew Jackson
Andrew Jackson, the seventh President of the United States, is often celebrated as a symbol of the common
man's rise to political power. His tenure marked a shift toward expanding democratic participation and
challenging elitist control of government. Among the many reasons he earned this reputation, one notable
aspect was his outspoken criticism of certain American institutions and policies that he believed marginalized
the everyday citizen. This article explores the reasons behind Jackson's reputation as a champion of the common
man, focusing on his denunciation of specific American policies and his broader political philosophy.

Background: Jackson’s Rise to Power

From Humble Origins to National Prominence
Andrew Jackson was born in 1767 in the Carolinas, growing up in a modest family. His early life was marked by
hardship and service in the Revolutionary War, which instilled in him a sense of resilience and independence.
Jackson's military successes, particularly in the Battle of New Orleans, propelled him into national
prominence, eventually leading to his presidency in 1829.

Political Climate of the Early 19th Century
The period leading up to Jackson’s presidency was characterized by expanding democracy for white male citizens,
alongside debates over federal authority, economic policies, and Native American rights. Jackson’s emergence as
a political leader aligned with the Democratic-Republican ideals, emphasizing the power of the common man over
aristocratic elites.

Jackson’s Denunciation of the American Bank System

The Opposition to the Second Bank of the United States
One of Jackson’s most significant acts as a champion of the common man was his vehement opposition to the
Second Bank of the United States. He viewed the bank as a symbol of elitist control over the economy,
favoring wealthy financiers at the expense of ordinary Americans.

Why Jackson Denounced the Bank
Jackson believed the bank wielded too much power, often intervening in the economy to benefit the wealthy while
neglecting the needs of the common citizen. He argued that:

The bank concentrated financial power in the hands of a few wealthy elites.



It was undemocratic, favoring privileged groups over the common people.

Its policies contributed to economic instability and hardship for average Americans.

Actions Taken by Jackson
Jackson vetoed the renewal of the bank’s charter in 1832, calling it unconstitutional and dangerous to the
liberties of ordinary citizens. His removal of federal deposits from the bank and subsequent redistribution to
state-chartered banks, known as "pet banks," aimed to decentralize financial power and promote economic
fairness.

Denouncing Federal Policies That Marginalized the Common Man

The Indian Removal Act
Jackson’s policies towards Native Americans, particularly the Indian Removal Act of 1830, were highly
contentious. While often viewed as a tragic chapter, Jackson justified the removal as a means to open lands
for white settlers and to protect Native tribes from encroachment and conflict.

Jackson’s Rationale and Impact
Jackson argued that relocating Native tribes was necessary to preserve their cultures and avoid violent
conflicts. He believed that Native Americans should be removed from lands they occupied, which he saw as a
way to promote the interests of the "common man"—white settlers seeking land and opportunity.

Controversy and Criticism
The forced relocations led to the infamous Trail of Tears, with thousands of Native Americans suffering and
dying during the journey. Critics condemned Jackson for prioritizing land expansion over human rights, but
Jackson maintained he was acting in the national interest.

Advocacy for the Democratic Party and Political Participation

Expanding Voting Rights
Jackson championed the expansion of voting rights to all white male adults, removing property qualifications
that limited political participation. This move empowered the common man to have a voice in government.

The Democratization of Politics
Jackson’s presidency saw increased participation in elections, with more ordinary citizens engaging in political
campaigns and debates. He believed that government should be accountable to the people, not just an elite
class.



Jackson’s Personal Connection to the Common Man

His Background and Persona
Unlike many presidents before him, Jackson’s humble beginnings and reputation as a rugged, self-made man
resonated with the average American. His image as a frontier warrior and war hero reinforced his connection to
the common people.

His Style of Leadership
Jackson used populist rhetoric and connected directly with voters through rallies and speeches. His
confrontational style and willingness to challenge established institutions made him a symbol of resistance
against aristocracy.

Conclusion: The Complex Legacy of Andrew Jackson
While Jackson’s methods and policies remain controversial, his role as a champion of the common man is rooted
in his opposition to institutions and policies that favored the elite. His denunciation of the Second Bank and his
advocacy for expanded voting rights exemplify his commitment to empowering ordinary Americans. However, his
actions towards Native Americans and his stance on certain policies highlight the complexities and
contradictions in his legacy.

Summary
- Jackson opposed the concentration of economic power in the form of the Second Bank of the United States,
viewing it as harmful to the common man.
- He took decisive action to dismantle the bank, promoting decentralization and economic fairness.
- His policies towards Native Americans, including the Indian Removal Act, were justified by him as serving the
broader interests of settlers and the nation.
- Jackson expanded voting rights and promoted political participation among white men.
- His personal background and leadership style fostered a strong connection with ordinary Americans.
- Despite controversies, Jackson’s legacy as a defender of the common man continues to influence American
political thought.

Final Thoughts
Andrew Jackson’s presidency marked a pivotal moment in American history, emphasizing the power and agency of
the common citizen. His outspoken criticism of institutions like the national bank and his efforts to democratize
political participation demonstrate his commitment to reshaping American democracy in favor of the everyday
person. While his policies and actions also reflect the complexities of his time, understanding his motivations
and legacy provides valuable insight into the evolution of American political culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was one reason Andrew Jackson was considered a champion of the
common man?

He denounced the American aristocracy and positioned himself as a leader who fought for the interests of
ordinary Americans.



How did Andrew Jackson's stance against the American elite influence his
popularity?

By rejecting the elite class and promoting policies favorable to common citizens, he gained widespread support
among the general population.

In what ways did Andrew Jackson challenge traditional American political
structures?

He opposed the concentration of power among the wealthy and sought to expand political participation for
the average citizen.

What policies or actions of Andrew Jackson reflected his role as a champion
of the common man?

His opposition to the Bank of the United States and his efforts to promote frontier and agrarian interests
exemplified his commitment to the common people.

How did Andrew Jackson's personal background contribute to his image as a
man of the people?

Coming from a humble frontier family, Jackson's background resonated with ordinary Americans, reinforcing his
image as a leader who understood their struggles.

Why is Andrew Jackson often remembered as a populist figure in American
history?

Because he championed the rights of the common man, challenged established elites, and expanded democratic
participation during his presidency.
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Andrew Jackson, the seventh President of the United States, remains one of the most controversial and
celebrated figures in American history. His presidency is often characterized by his populist appeal and efforts
to shift political power away from the entrenched elite towards ordinary citizens. One reason Andrew Jackson
was considered a champion of the common man was because he denounced the American elite—a stance that
resonated deeply with the everyday American and helped define his political identity. In this article, we will
explore the context of Jackson’s populism, analyze his opposition to the American aristocracy, and understand
how this stance shaped his legacy.

---

The Context of Jacksonian Democracy

Origins of Jacksonian Politics

Before delving into Jackson’s opposition to the American elite, it’s essential to understand the political
landscape of early 19th-century America. The period leading up to Jackson’s presidency was marked by:

- Growing democratization, with increased voting rights for white men.



- The decline of the Federalist Party and the rise of the Democratic-Republicans.
- Increasing suspicion of aristocratic tendencies among the political and economic elites.

Jackson emerged as a leader who appealed to the "common man"—small farmers, frontiersmen, and working-
class Americans—who felt marginalized by the existing political and economic systems dominated by wealthy
landowners, bankers, and entrenched elite families.

Jackson’s Personal Background

Andrew Jackson’s humble beginnings in South Carolina, as the son of immigrants and a frontier trader,
contributed to his populist image. Unlike many political leaders of his time, Jackson’s background was not
aristocratic; he was a self-made man who rose through the ranks of law and military service. His background
made him relatable to ordinary Americans, fueling his anti-elite rhetoric.

---

Jackson’s Denunciation of the American Elite

Challenging the Federalist and Bank Interests

One of Jackson’s most significant acts against the American elite was his opposition to the Second Bank of the
United States. The bank was viewed by Jackson as a symbol of concentrated financial power and aristocratic
influence. He famously:

- Vetoed the recharter of the bank in 1832.
- Removed federal deposits from the bank, transferring funds to state-chartered banks ("pet banks").
- Framed his actions as a fight to protect the common man from financial tyranny.

Why Was This Seen as a Denunciation?

Jackson’s actions were rooted in his belief that:

- The bank represented a privileged class that favored the wealthy at the expense of ordinary citizens.
- The bank’s power threatened the democratic ideals of equal opportunity and fair economic participation.
- The bank’s elite leadership wielded undue influence over government and economy.

By attacking the bank, Jackson positioned himself as a defender of the common man against entrenched economic
interests.

Opposing the Political Elite

Jackson also challenged the political aristocracy that had dominated Washington politics. He distrusted:

- Wealthy landowners and businessmen who sought to influence government policy.
- The “Eastern establishment,” which he viewed as disconnected from the needs of frontier and rural Americans.
- The “moneyed interests” that sought to control elections and policymaking.

Jackson’s efforts to dismantle these power structures included advocating for:

- Widespread suffrage for white men.
- Spoils system practices favoring loyal, ordinary citizens over career politicians.
- Public engagement and participation in government.

The Nullification Crisis

Jackson’s confrontation with South Carolina over tariffs during the Nullification Crisis also exemplifies his
stance against the elite’s influence. He opposed the idea that states could nullify federal laws, asserting the
supremacy of the federal government and defending the Union against sectional elites seeking to preserve
regional privileges.



---

The Policies and Actions That Embody the Anti-Elite Stance

The Spoils System

Jackson implemented the spoils system, rewarding political supporters with government positions. While
controversial, this was seen by Jackson and his supporters as a way to:

- Break the hold of established political families.
- Rotate ordinary citizens into government service.
- Promote democratic participation over elite dominance.

Expansion of Suffrage

Under Jackson, the voting rights expanded to include more white men, regardless of property ownership. This
shift:

- Reduced the influence of wealth-based voting privileges.
- Emphasized the importance of the “common man” in shaping democracy.

Opposition to Bank and Corporate Power

Jackson’s fierce opposition to the Second Bank of the United States was rooted in his belief that financial
monopolies favored the wealthy elite. His actions:

- Demonstrated his commitment to preventing the concentration of economic power.
- Embodied his stance that government should serve the interests of ordinary citizens, not financial
aristocrats.

---

The Legacy of Jackson’s Anti-Elite Rhetoric

Popular Support and Political Impact

Jackson’s denouncement of the American elite resonated with many Americans, leading to:

- The rise of the Democratic Party as a populist force.
- The development of a political identity centered on the “common man.”
- A shift in American politics toward greater democratic participation.

Criticisms and Contradictions

Despite his populist rhetoric, Jackson’s presidency was not without contradictions:

- He owned slaves and supported policies that marginalized Native Americans.
- His policies often favored landowning classes and frontier settlers over marginalized groups.
- The spoils system led to corruption and patronage that undermined government integrity.

Long-term Effects

Jackson’s anti-elite stance contributed to:

- The expansion of democratic rights for white men.
- The populist political tradition in America.
- Ongoing debates about the role of elites and popular sovereignty in American governance.

---



Conclusion

One reason Andrew Jackson was considered a champion of the common man was because he denounced the
American elite. His opposition to financial monopolies, political aristocracy, and entrenched economic interests
helped shape his image as a leader who fought for ordinary Americans. While his legacy is complex and riddled
with contradictions, Jackson’s populist stance and his willingness to challenge established power structures
made him a defining figure in the democratization of American politics. Understanding this aspect of Jackson’s
presidency offers insight into how populist movements can influence national policy and political culture—an
influence that continues to resonate today.
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