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Introduction to the Poetry Question and Its
Significance

Understanding and analyzing poetry is a vital aspect of literature studies, especially in
examination settings. The specific focus on Christina Rossetti’s poem Remember offers
students a compelling opportunity to explore themes such as love, memory, death, and the
human condition. This article provides a comprehensive guide to approaching Section A:
Poetry Question One, emphasizing how to study the poem Remember effectively, interpret
its meaning, and respond confidently to exam questions. Whether you're preparing for
GCSE or A-level exams, mastering this poem and its related questions can significantly
enhance your analytical skills and exam performance.

Overview of Christina Rossetti and Her Poetic
Style

Who Was Christina Rossetti?

Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) was a renowned Victorian poet known for her lyrical
poetry, exploring themes of love, faith, mortality, and introspection. Her works often
reflect a deep emotional sensitivity and moral outlook, making her poetry resonate
profoundly with readers.

Characteristics of Rossetti’s Poetry

- Use of simple, accessible language with profound meaning

- Themes centered on mortality, memory, and spirituality

- Use of traditional poetic forms, including sonnets and ballads
- Significant use of symbolism and imagery

- Emotional depth, often reflective and contemplative



Understanding these characteristics helps in analyzing Remember and responding to
related questions effectively.

Detailed Analysis of Remember by Christina
Rossetti

Summary of the Poem

Remember is a sonnet where the speaker addresses a loved one who is about to leave or
has passed away. The poem explores the themes of remembrance, love, and the
acceptance of mortality. It balances the desire to be remembered with the wish not to
burden the loved one with grief, highlighting a gentle, considerate tone.

Key Themes in Remember

- The importance of being remembered after death

- The transient nature of life and love

- The acceptance of mortality and the afterlife

- The tension between personal desire and consideration for others

Poetic Devices and Structure

- Form: Sonnet (14 lines), traditionally used for love poetry

- Rhyme Scheme: ABBA ABBA CDE CDE, typical of Petrarchan sonnets
- Tone: Tender, contemplative, and somewhat reassuring

- Imagery: Use of light and darkness, memory, and farewell

- Language: Simple yet emotionally charged, accessible for students

How to Approach Exam Questions on Remember

Understanding the Question Types

In Section A, questions typically ask students to:

- Describe the content of the poem

- Explain the meaning of specific lines or images

- Analyse poetic devices and their effects

- Compare themes or techniques with other poems



Being familiar with these question types allows for better preparation and more effective
responses.

Strategies for Studying the Poem

- Read the poem multiple times to grasp initial impressions and deeper meanings.

- Annotate the poem, highlighting key lines, devices, and themes.

- Summarize each stanza in your own words.

- Identify poetic devices used and consider their effects.

- Reflect on the speaker’s tone and attitude.

- Think about the context—Victorian values, Rossetti’s personal beliefs, and societal
influences.

Step-by-Step Guide to Answering Questions on
Remember

1. Carefully Read the Question

Identify what the question requires—description, explanation, analysis, or
comparison—and underline key command words like 'explore,' 'explain,' or 'comment.’

2. Plan Your Answer

- Jot down main points related to the question.
- Decide which parts of the poem to focus on.
- Select relevant quotations to support your points.

3. Use Evidence from the Poem

When explaining or analyzing, always include quotations. For example:

- To discuss the theme of remembrance: "Remember me when I am gone away,"
- To highlight tone: "Yet if thou wilt forget, / I shall not mind,"

4. Analyze Poetic Devices

Explain how devices contribute to the poem’s overall meaning:

- Rhyme scheme creates a musical, soothing effect.



- Repetition emphasizes the speaker’s plea: "Remember me."
- Imagery invokes emotional responses.

5. Conclude Effectively

Summarize your main points, reaffirming how they answer the question. For example,
emphasizing the poem's message of gentle acceptance and love.

Sample Exam Questions and How to Tackle Them

Question 1: Describe the main themes of Remember and
explain how Rossetti presents these themes in the
poem.

- Begin by identifying themes: remembrance, mortality, love.

- Use specific quotations to illustrate each theme.

- Discuss poetic devices that reinforce themes, such as rhyme and imagery.
- Conclude by summarizing how these elements work together.

Question 2: Explore the tone of the poem and how
Rossetti’s use of language influences the reader’s
understanding.

- Identify words and phrases that create tone (e.g., tender, reassuring).
- Explain how language choices evoke emotional responses.
- Mention the effect of the sonnet form on tone.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

- Understanding complex language: Break down difficult lines into simpler language.
- Identifying poetic devices: Make a list of devices used and their effects.

- Interpreting themes: Relate themes to personal feelings or societal context.

- Time management: Practice timed responses to improve efficiency.

Additional Tips for Success in Section A Poetry



Questions

- Practice annotating poems to develop analytical skills.

- Memorize key quotations for quick recall.

- Develop a clear structure for your answers: introduction, main points, conclusion.
- Use precise language and technical terms when discussing poetic devices.

Conclusion: Mastering the Analysis of Remember

Studying Christina Rossetti’s Remember offers a valuable opportunity to develop skills in
poetic analysis, comprehension, and critical thinking. By familiarizing yourself with the
poem’s themes, structure, and devices, and applying effective exam strategies, you can
confidently tackle Section A questions. Remember to plan your answers, support your
points with evidence, and articulate your analysis clearly. With diligent practice and
understanding of the poem’s nuances, you can excel in your poetry examinations and
deepen your appreciation for Rossetti’s poetic artistry.

Final Words

Mastering Remember and similar poems is a key step toward achieving success in
literature exams. Focus on understanding the poem’s meaning, recognizing poetic
techniques, and articulating your insights coherently. This approach not only prepares you
for exam questions but also enriches your overall appreciation of poetry’s emotional and
artistic power. Good luck with your studies!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Christina Rossetti's poem
'Remember'?

The central theme of 'Remember’ is the inevitability of death and the importance of
cherishing memories of loved ones, while also exploring the idea of acceptance and letting
go when the time comes.

How does Christina Rossetti convey the tone of longing
and acceptance in 'Remember'?

Rossetti employs gentle language and a soothing tone, using poetic devices like repetition
and soft imagery to express both the longing to be remembered and the peaceful
acceptance of death.



What is the significance of the contrasting ideas of
remembrance and forgetfulness in the poem?

The contrast highlights the human desire to be remembered after death versus the natural
tendency to forget, emphasizing the importance of valuing relationships and the comfort
that remembrance can bring.

In what ways does the structure of 'Remember' enhance
its emotional impact?

The poem's structure, often presented as a flexible, conversational sonnet, allows for a
gentle flow that mirrors the speaker’s calm acceptance, making the emotional message
more heartfelt and relatable.

How does Christina Rossetti use imagery and language
to evoke feelings in the reader in 'Remember'?

Rossetti uses soft, comforting imagery such as 'silent earth' and 'kindly' to evoke feelings
of peace, while her gentle language creates a sense of reassurance and tender reflection
about mortality and memory.

Additional Resources
An In-Depth Guide to Poetry Question One: Studying Remember by Christina Rossetti

When approaching Poetry Question One—which often involves studying a single poem like
Christina Rossetti’s Remember—it’s essential to develop a comprehensive understanding
of the poem’s themes, structure, language, and context. This guide aims to help students
navigate the complexities of the poem, analyze its key features, and craft insightful
responses that demonstrate depth and critical engagement. Whether you’re preparing for
a GCSE or A-level exam, mastering the skills outlined here will enable you to tackle Poetry
Question One confidently.

Understanding the Importance of Studying Remember by Christina Rossetti

Before diving into detailed analysis, it’s crucial to recognize why Remember remains a
significant poem in the study of Victorian poetry. Written by Christina Rossetti, a
prominent 19th-century poet, the poem explores themes of memory, love, mortality, and
acceptance. Its structure and tone reflect Victorian attitudes towards death and the
afterlife, but its emotional resonance continues to resonate with modern readers.

Key Points:
- The poem is often studied for its emotional depth and lyrical beauty.

- It offers rich material for exploring themes of mortality, memory, and emotional
resilience.



- Its formal structure and language provide ample opportunities for stylistic analysis.

Step 1: Read and Understand the Poem

Begin by reading Remember carefully, multiple times if necessary, to grasp its literal
meaning and emotional tone. Consider the following:

- Who is speaking? The speaker is likely a loved one or a person addressing someone close
to them, perhaps after death.

- What is the speaker asking or expressing? The speaker requests that their loved one
remember them, but also hints at a possible desire for the loved one to move on or not
dwell endlessly on grief.

- What is the overall mood? The tone oscillates between tender, somber, and comforting.

Tip: Summarize the poem in your own words to ensure understanding before analyzing
further.

Step 2: Analyze the Themes

Remember touches on universal themes that are central to both Victorian poetry and
human experience:

1. Memory and Remembrance
- The speaker implores their loved one to remember them after death.
- Memory is portrayed as a comforting act, linking the living and the dead.

2. Mortality and Death

- The poem explicitly grapples with the reality of death and the inevitable nature of
mortality.

- The speaker's tone suggests acceptance, perhaps even a desire for peace.

3. Love and Loss

- The poem reflects enduring love beyond death, but also contains hints of the pain of
separation.

- There’s an underlying tension between the desire to be remembered and the wish for the
loved one’s happiness.

4. Acceptance and Letting Go

- The latter part of the poem emphasizes the importance of moving on and not being
overwhelmed by grief.

Step 3: Examine the Structure and Form

Christina Rossetti’s Remember is a sonnet, which significantly influences its tone and
message.



Structure:

- Type: Petrarchan (Italian) sonnet

- Divisions: An octave (eight lines) and a sestet (six lines)

- Rhyme Scheme: ABBAABBA (octave); CDCDCD or CDECDE (sestet)

Significance:

- The octave introduces the speaker’s plea to be remembered.

- The sestet offers a reflection on whether the loved one should remember or forget,
emphasizing acceptance.

Features:

- The volta (turn) occurs between the octave and sestet, shifting from the plea to a more
philosophical stance.

- The structure supports the poem’s emotional journey from longing to peaceful
acceptance.

Step 4: Analyze Language and Literary Devices
Christina Rossetti’s language is carefully crafted to evoke emotion and deepen meaning.
Key Literary Devices:

- Repetition: The word “Remember” is repeated, emphasizing its importance.

- Imperative verbs: Commands like “Remember me” create a sense of urgency.

- Contrasts: The poem contrasts the desire to be remembered with the suggestion to
forget if it causes pain.

- Imagery: Use of gentle and soothing images—“better by far you should forget and
smile”—to convey comfort.

- Tone: Shifts from pleading and tender to peaceful and resigned.

Sample Analysis:
“Remember me when I am gone away,” uses direct address and a gentle plea, immediately
establishing intimacy and emotional vulnerability.

Step 5: Contextual and Critical Considerations
Understanding the Victorian context enriches your analysis:

- Victorian Attitudes towards death: Emphasis on mourning, remembrance, and spiritual
salvation.

- Christina Rossetti’s personal background: Her own struggles with faith and mortality
influence the poem’s tone.

- Religious undertones: The suggestion that forgetting might be better aligns with
Victorian ideas about spiritual peace.



Step 6: Crafting Your Response
When answering Poetry Question One, structure your answer clearly:

Introduction:
- Briefly introduce the poem, its author, and themes.
- State your overall interpretation.

Main Body Paragraphs:

- Theme Analysis: Discuss key themes like love, death, memory, and acceptance.

- Structural Features: Explore how the sonnet form and volta influence meaning.
- Language and Devices: Analyze specific words, phrases, and literary techniques.
- Context: Incorporate Victorian attitudes and Rossetti’s personal perspective.

Conclusion:
- Summarize your main points.
- Reflect on the emotional impact or significance of the poem.

Additional Tips for Success

- Use Quotations: Support your points with precise references.

- Compare and Contrast: If relevant, relate Remember to other poems studied.

- Personal Response: Include your interpretation or emotional reaction to deepen analysis.
- Practice Past Questions: Familiarize yourself with marking schemes and typical
questions.

Final Reflection: Why Remember Is a Masterpiece of Victorian Poetry

Christina Rossetti’s Remember exemplifies the Victorian preoccupation with mortality,
memory, and spiritual peace. Its carefully crafted structure and poignant language make it
a rich poem for analysis. By mastering the techniques outlined in this
guide—understanding themes, analyzing form, exploring language, and considering
context—you’ll be well-equipped to excel in Poetry Question One and demonstrate a
nuanced appreciation of Rossetti’s work.

Remember that poetry is not just about analyzing words but connecting with the emotions
and ideas the poet seeks to convey. Approach Remember with empathy and curiosity, and
your responses will reflect a deep engagement with this timeless piece.
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