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The 1968 Democratic National Convention in Chicago remains one of the most tumultuous and
historically significant events in American political history. Witnessed by a global audience and
extensively covered by the press, the convention was marked by intense protests, police brutality,
political upheaval, and a deep division within the Democratic Party. For a reporter present during this
volatile period, capturing the chaos, the underlying causes, and the political ramifications was a
formidable challenge. This article aims to explore the key elements of the 1968 convention, focusing
on the "battle" that unfolded, and provides a comprehensive overview of the event's context, the
major players involved, and its lasting impact on American politics.

Background Leading to the 1968 Democratic
Convention

Understanding the significance of the 1968 convention requires an appreciation of the turbulent social
and political climate of the 1960s.

The Political Climate of the 1960s

Vietnam War: Increasingly unpopular, leading to widespread protests and divisions within the
Democratic Party.

Civil Rights Movement: Significant strides and ongoing struggles for racial equality, influencing
national politics.

Counterculture and Student Movements: Challenging traditional authority and advocating for
social change.

Assassinations: The assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy in 1968
created national trauma.

The Democratic Party's Divisions
The party was split between the more traditional, establishment figures and the emerging progressive
and anti-war factions. This division was reflected in the convention preparations, leading to tensions



among delegates and candidates.

The 1968 Democratic National Convention: The "Battle"

The convention, held in Chicago from August 26 to 29, 1968, was characterized by a series of
confrontations, protests, and political struggles that came to define the event as a symbolic "battle"
between different ideological factions.

The Key Players

Hubert Humphrey: The Democratic nominee, seen as the establishment candidate and Vice1.
President under Lyndon B. Johnson.

George McGovern: A progressive senator challenging party establishment from within.2.

Anti-war protesters and demonstrators: Including students, civil rights activists, and anti-3.
Vietnam War groups.

Chicago Police and National Guard: Tasked with maintaining order but often accused of4.
brutality.

Convention officials and media: Covering and influencing public perception of the events.5.

The Main Events of the "Battle"

Protests outside the convention hall: Demonstrators demanded an end to the Vietnam War
and greater civil rights, leading to clashes with police.

Police brutality and violence: Known as the "police riot," officers used tear gas, clubs, and
physical force against protesters and journalists.

Disruption inside the convention hall: Delegates and delegates' supporters engaged in
shouting matches, and some delegates attempted to nominate alternative candidates.

Media coverage: Live broadcasts captured the chaos, turning the event into a symbol of
American division.

Impact of the Convention and the "Battle"



The events at the 1968 Democratic Convention had profound and lasting effects on American politics
and society.

Political Consequences

Reform of the Democratic Party: The chaos highlighted the need for reforms in delegate1.
selection and party procedures, leading to the McGovern–Fraser Commission reforms in 1969.

Rise of the New Left and Progressive Movements: The convention's turmoil energized2.
grassroots activism and the push for more inclusive political processes.

Impact on the 1968 Election: The Republican candidate Richard Nixon capitalized on the3.
chaos, winning the presidency amidst a divided Democratic Party.

Societal and Cultural Effects

The violence and protests became a symbol of the broader societal upheaval of the 1960s.

The event galvanized anti-war activism and civil rights advocacy.

It marked a turning point in public attitudes toward government authority and political
legitimacy.

Legacy of the 1968 Democratic Convention

The legacy of this tumultuous event endures in American political history, serving as a stark reminder
of the social divisions of the 1960s and the potential for political upheaval.

Reform and Modernization of Political Processes

Introduction of more transparent and democratic delegate selection procedures.

Increased emphasis on grassroots participation and minority representation.

Cultural Reflection and Historical Memory



The event is frequently cited in discussions of political protest, civil unrest, and government
response.

It has been depicted in numerous films, books, and documentaries, emphasizing its
significance.

Conclusion

The 1968 Democratic National Convention and the "battle" that unfolded there symbolize a pivotal
moment in American history—a convergence of political strife, social activism, and cultural upheaval.
For reporters present during this chaotic time, capturing the events required not only journalistic skill
but also an understanding of the deep societal fissures at play. The convention's tumultuous scenes,
marked by protests, violence, and political infighting, reflected the broader tensions of the 1960s and
ultimately led to significant reforms within the Democratic Party and American political culture. As a
historical event, it reminds us of the power of civic activism and the importance of maintaining
democratic processes even amid chaos and challenge. By understanding the details of this "battle,"
we gain insight into the complexities of a nation in transition and the enduring struggle for social
justice and political representation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main focus of the reporter's coverage during
the 1968 Democratic National Convention 'Battle'?
The reporter aimed to document the violent clashes between protesters and police outside the
convention hall.

Which groups were primarily involved in the protests at the
1968 Democratic National Convention?
Anti-war activists, students, and anti-establishment groups were the main participants in the protests.

What role did the media play during the 'Battle' at the 1968
Democratic National Convention?
The media, including reporters, highlighted the chaos and violence, shaping public perception of the
event.

Which methods did reporters use to cover the events at the
convention?
Reporters used live reporting, photographs, and eyewitness accounts to capture the unrest.



How did the 'Battle' at the 1968 Convention influence public
opinion about the Democratic Party?
It led to increased criticism of the party's handling of protests and the political climate of the time.

What was one significant consequence of the violence at the
1968 Democratic Convention?
It contributed to the perception of division within the Democratic Party and the broader societal
unrest.

Which key figures were involved in the events at the
convention that reporters covered?
Protest leaders, police officials, and Democratic Party delegates were among those reported on.

In what way did the coverage of the 'Battle' impact future
political conventions?
It led to increased security measures and changes in how protests and demonstrations are managed
at conventions.

What is a common misconception about the 'Battle' at the
1968 Democratic National Convention?
Some believe it was solely a riot, but it was also a reflection of deep political and social divisions of
the era.

Additional Resources
The 1968 Democratic National Convention: A Deep Dive into the Turmoil and Its Aftermath

The Democratic National Convention held in Chicago in 1968 stands as one of the most tumultuous
and pivotal events in American political history. It encapsulated the tumult of the 1960s—civil rights
struggles, anti-war protests, social upheaval, and deep ideological divisions within the Democratic
Party itself. As a reporter witnessing the chaos firsthand, one found oneself immersed in a complex
tableau of political fervor, civil unrest, and media spectacle. This detailed review explores the
multifaceted aspects of the convention, with a focus on the "battle" that unfolded both outside and
inside the convention hall, highlighting the key players, events, and consequences.

---



The Context: A Nation in Turmoil

Before delving into the convention itself, it’s essential to understand the backdrop of 1968—a year of
unrest and upheaval.

- Vietnam War: The conflict had reached a fever pitch, leading to widespread protests across college
campuses and cities. The anti-war movement gained momentum, challenging the credibility of the
Johnson administration.
- Civil Rights and Social Movements: The Civil Rights Movement, spearheaded by figures like Martin
Luther King Jr., was confronting systemic racism and inequality, inspiring both hope and confrontation.
- Political Divisions: The Democratic Party was internally fractured over issues like the Vietnam War
and civil rights, evident in the contentious primaries and delegate selections.

This climate created an environment ripe for conflict at the Democratic Convention, which was meant
to select the party’s presidential candidate but instead became a battleground for ideological and
generational divides.

---

The Lead-Up to the Convention

The road to Chicago's convention was marked by intense political maneuvering and grassroots
activism.

- Primary Battles: Eugene McCarthy and Robert F. Kennedy emerged as anti-war alternatives to
incumbent Vice President Hubert Humphrey, who was seen as aligned with the party establishment.
- Delegates and Caucuses: The delegate selection process became contentious, with many grassroots
activists accusing the Democratic Party leadership of rigging the nomination process.
- Protests and Mobilization: As the Democratic Convention approached, anti-war activists and civil
rights advocates organized massive demonstrations, including the famous protests at Grant Park.

The mobilization of thousands of protestors and the growing discontent within the party set the stage
for a confrontation that would unfold both within the convention hall and on the streets of Chicago.

---

The Convention Begins: Inside the Hall

Once the convention commenced on August 26, 1968, the atmosphere was tense and charged.

- Delegates and Leadership: The convention was dominated by party insiders, with President Lyndon
B. Johnson’s chosen candidate, Vice President Hubert Humphrey, as the presumptive nominee.
- Factional Struggles: Anti-war delegates and progressive Democrats sought to challenge the
establishment’s control, demanding reforms and a more transparent process.
- Controversies: The seating of delegates was hotly contested, with accusations of disenfranchisement



and manipulation aimed at suppressing anti-war voices.

The proceedings quickly became contentious, with heated debates, walkouts, and protests within the
hall.

---

The Role of the Media and Reporters

As a reporter covering the event, the media’s role was pivotal in shaping national and international
perceptions.

- Media Coverage: Television broadcasts captured the chaos—scuffles, shouting matches, and police
actions—bringing the violence and divisions into living rooms across America.
- Reporting Challenges: Navigating the chaos, reporters faced threats, physical intimidation, and the
difficulty of conveying the complex political disputes in real-time.
- Influence: The coverage highlighted the rift within the Democratic Party, portraying the convention
as a symbol of American social upheaval.

The media’s portrayal of the convention as a "battle" played a significant role in shaping public
opinion and the narrative of the 1968 election.

---

The Outside Battle: Civil Unrest and Police Violence

While the delegates debated inside, the streets of Chicago were a battleground.

- Anti-War Protests: Thousands of demonstrators converged on Chicago, demanding an end to the
Vietnam War and protesting the Democratic Party’s handling of the conflict.
- Police Response: Chicago police, under the command of Mayor Richard J. Daley, used aggressive
tactics—batons, tear gas, and mass arrests—to disperse protesters.
- Violence and Clashes: Scenes of chaos unfolded as police and protesters clashed violently, with
some accounts describing police beating demonstrators indiscriminately.
- Media Footage: Live television captured these confrontations, exposing the brutality and fueling
outrage across the nation.

The police violence and the scenes of chaos outside the convention hall underscored the deep
divisions in American society.

---

The Impact of the "Battle" on American Politics

The event’s aftermath had profound implications for both the Democratic Party and the broader



political landscape.

- Discrediting the Democratic Party: The images of police brutality and party disarray damaged the
party’s reputation, making it appear fractured and unrepresentative of the American people.
- Reform Movements: The convention catalyzed efforts to reform the delegate selection process,
leading to reforms aimed at increasing transparency and democratization.
- Candidate Selection: Hubert Humphrey secured the nomination, but the divisions within the party
persisted, affecting his campaign.
- Election Outcomes: Richard Nixon’s victory in November was influenced by the chaos and
discontent, symbolizing a shift toward law-and-order politics.

The "battle" at the convention can be seen as a turning point, reflecting broader societal conflicts that
would shape subsequent decades.

---

Historical Significance and Legacy

The 1968 Democratic Convention remains a defining moment in American history, with lessons and
legacies that resonate.

- Symbol of Social Division: The convention encapsulated the decade’s social upheaval—racial
tensions, anti-war protests, generational conflicts—and the failure of traditional political institutions to
contain or address these issues peacefully.
- Media’s Role in Politics: The event demonstrated the power of television and media coverage in
shaping political narratives, setting a precedent for future coverage of political crises.
- Reform and Democratization: The chaos led to significant reforms in delegate selection, aimed at
making the nomination process more transparent and democratic.
- Cultural Impact: The images of violence and protest became iconic, inspiring future activism and
highlighting the importance of civil liberties and governmental accountability.

---

Lessons from the 1968 Convention for Today

The tumultuous events of 1968 offer enduring lessons for contemporary politics.

- Importance of Inclusivity: Ensuring diverse voices and grassroots movements have a say in political
processes can mitigate feelings of disenfranchisement.
- Balancing Security and Freedom: The use of force against protesters raises questions about law
enforcement's role in protecting civil liberties.
- Media’s Responsibility: Accurate and responsible coverage can influence public perception and
policy outcomes.
- Addressing Societal Divisions: Political leaders must navigate societal tensions with transparency
and openness, especially during times of crisis.



---

Conclusion: A Turning Point in American History

The "battle" at the 1968 Democratic National Convention was more than a series of street clashes and
political disputes; it was a reflection of a nation grappling with profound change. As a reporter
witnessing these events, one saw firsthand how societal upheaval can spill over into the political
arena, challenging established institutions and exposing deep divisions. The convention’s chaos,
media spectacle, and subsequent reforms left an indelible mark on American politics, reminding us of
the importance of resilience, reform, and the ongoing struggle for a more inclusive democracy.

The legacy of 1968 continues to influence political discourse, protest movements, and election
dynamics today, serving as a powerful reminder of what can happen when societal tensions reach a
boiling point and the critical role of the press in documenting—and shaping—history.
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