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INTRODUCTION

IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS, ESPECIALLY WHEN TEACHING CLASSIC LITERATURE LIKE E.B. WHITE's CHARLOTTE'S WEE, IT IS
ESSENTIAL TO DEVELOP ENGAGING AND COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT TASKS THAT GAUGE STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING OF THE
TEXT. AN EFFECTIVE EXTENSION ACTIVITY NOT ONLY REINFORCES COMPREHENSION BUT ALSO ENCOURAGES CRITICAL THINKING
CREATIVITY, AND PERSONAL CONNECTION TO THE MATERIAL. ONE SUCH VALUABLE EXTENSION IS DESIGNING A PROJECT THAT
CHALLENGES STUDENTS TO EXPLORE THE THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND MORAL LESSONS OF CHARLOTTE'S \WEB THROUGH A
CREATIVE AND ANALYTICAL LENS. THIS ARTICLE WILL OUTLINE AN INNOVATIVE EXTENSION ACTIVITY AIMED AT ASSESSING
STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING OF THE NOVEL, PROVIDING DETAILED GUIDANCE ON ITS STRUCTURE, IMPLEMENTATION, AND
POTENTIAL BENEFITS.

/

OVERVIEW OF THE EXTENSION ACTIVITY

THE PROPOSED EXTENSION TASK INVOLVES STUDENTS CREATING A MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION OR A CREATIVE PROJECT THAT
EXPLORES THE STORY'S CORE THEMES, CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, AND MORAL LESSONS. THIS ACTIVITY CAN BE ADAPTED TO
VARIOUS GRADE LEVELS AND LEARNING STYLES, MAKING IT A FLEXIBLE TOOL FOR EDUCATORS. ITS PRIMARY GOAL IS TO ASSESS
STUDENTS' COMPREHENSION OF THE NOVEL'S PLOT, CHARACTERIZATION, SYMBOLISM, AND THEMES, WHILE ALSO ENCOURAGING
THEM TO THINK CRITICALLY AND EXPRESS THEIR INSIGHTS EFFECTIVELY.

OBJECTIVES OF THE EXTENSION ACTIVITY

THE ACTIVITY AIMS TO:
e ASSESS STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING OF THE KEY PLOT POINTS AND CHARACTER ARCS IN CHARLOTTE'S WEB.

® ENCOURAGE CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE NOVEL’S THEMES SUCH AS FRIENDSHIP, LOYALTY, LIFE AND DEATH, AND SELF-
SACRIFICE.

e DEVELOP STUDENTS’ CREATIVE AND TECHNOLOGICAL SKILLS THROUGH MULTIMEDIA PROJECTS.

® PROMOTE PERSONAL REFLECTION AND CONNECTIONS TO THE MORAL LESSONS IN THE STORY.

FOSTER COLLABORATIVE LEARNING IF DONE IN GROUP SETTINGS.

DESIGNING THE EXTENSION: THEMATIC EXPLORATION PROJECT

THIS SECTION DETAILS HOW EDUCATORS CAN GUIDE STUDENTS TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE PROJECT THAT ASSESSES THEIR
UNDERSTANDING EFFECTIVELY.



STeP 1: SELECTION OF THEMES AND T OPICS

STUDENTS CHOOSE ONE OR MORE CENTRAL THEMES FROM CHARLOTTE'S W/EB TO EXPLORE IN DEPTH. POSSIBLE THEMES INCLUDE:
® FRIENDSHIP AND LOYALTY

SELF-SACRIFICE AND COURAGE

THe CycLE oF LiFe AND DEATH

o HUMILITY AND VANITY

THe Power oF W orDs AND COMMUNICATION

ENCOURAGING STUDENTS TO SELECT THEMES THAT RESONATE PERSONALLY CAN DEEPEN THEIR ENGAGEMENT.

STEP 2: CREATIVE FORMAT AND MEDIUM

STUDENTS DECIDE ON THE FORMAT FOR THEIR PROJECT. OPTIONS INCLUDE:
® VIDEO DOCUMENTARY OR DRAMATIZATION
® PODCAST EPISODE ANALYZING THE STORY
® DIGITAL STORYTELLING WITH IMAGES AND NARRATION
® POSTER OR INFOGRAPHIC WITH THEMATIC ANALYSIS

o \X/RITTEN REPORT COMPLEMENTED BY VISUAL ELEMENTS

USING MULTIMEDIA FOSTERS TECHNOLOGICAL LITERACY AND MAKES PRESENTATIONS MORE ENGAGING.

STEP 3: CONTENT DEVELOPMENT

STUDENTS SHOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING COMPONENTS IN THEIR PROJECT:
1. AN OVERVIEW OF THE CHOSEN THEME(S) AND ITS RELEVANCE TO THE STORY.
2. EXAMPLES FROM THE NOVEL THAT ILLUSTRATE THE THEME(S), WITH QUOTATIONS AND REFERENCES.
3. CHARACTER ANALYSES DEMONSTRATING HOW CHARACTERS EMBODY OR CHALLENGE THE THEME(S).
4. PERSONAL REFLECTIONS OR CONNECTIONS TO THE THEME(S).

5. CREATIVE ELEMENTS SUCH AS SCENES REENACTED, CHARACTER INTERVIEWS, OR SYMBOLIC REPRESENTATIONS.

STEP 4: PRESENTATION AND REFLECTION

STUDENTS PRESENT THEIR PROJECTS TO THE CLASS, FOLLOWED BY A SHORT REFLECTION DISCUSSING!:
e \WHAT THEY LEARNED ABOUT THE THEME(S) AND CHARACTERS.

® How THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE STORY HAS EVOLVED.



® THE CHALLENGES FACED DURING THE PROJECT AND HOW THEY OVERCAME THEM.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

ToO ENSURE THE ACTIVITY EFFECTIVELY EVALUATES STUDENT UNDERSTANDING, CLEAR ASSESSMENT CRITERIA SHOULD BE
ESTABLISHED. THESE MIGHT INCLUDE:

CoNTENT COMPREHENSION

e ACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF PLOT AND CHARACTER DETAILS.

o DEEP ANALYSIS OF THEMES WITH SUPPORTING EVIDENCE.

CREATIVITY AND ENGAGEMENT

® ORIGINALITY OF THE PROJECT FORMAT.

e USE oF VISUALS, AUDIO, OR INTERACTIVE ELEMENTS TO ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING.

CRrITICAL THINKING AND PERSONAL REFLECTION

® |NSIGHTFULNESS OF INTERPRETATIONS.

o CONNECTIONS MADE BETWEEN THE STORY AND PERSONAL OR SOCIETAL ISSUES.

PRESENTATION SKILLS

e CLARITY AND ORGANIZATION OF THE PRESENTATION.

e EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT WITH THE AUDIENCE.

BENEFITS OF THE EXTENSION ACTIVITY

IMPLEMENTING THIS TYPE OF PROJECT OFFERS NUMEROUS ADVANTAGES:
® DEEPER COMPREHENSION OF THE NOVEL THROUGH ACTIVE ANALYSIS.

¢ DEVELOPMENT OF HIGHER-ORDER THINKING SKILLS, SUCH AS ANALYSIS, SYNTHESIS, AND EVALUATION.



® ENHANCED CREATIVITY AND TECHNOLOGICAL SKILLS.
e OPPORTUNITY FOR COLLABORATIVE LEARNING AND PEER FEEDBACK.

® PERSONAL GROWTH THROUGH REFLECTION AND CONNECTION TO REAL-WORLD ISSUES.

ADAPTING THE T ASK FOR DIFFERENT LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

THE ACTIVITY CAN BE TAILORED TO SUIT DIVERSE CLASSROOM CONTEXTS:
e GROUP PROJECTS FOR COLLABORATIVE SKILLS.
® |NDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENTS FOR PERSONALIZED UNDERSTANDING.
e EXTENDED DEADLINES OR MINI-PROJECTS FOR SCAFFOLDING.

® |NCORPORATING DIGITAL TOOLS SUCH AS CANVA, IMOVIE, OR PODCAST PLATFORMS.

CoNCLUSION

AN EXTENSION ACTIVITY BASED ON CHARLOTTE'S \WEB THAT INVOLVES THEMATIC EXPLORATION THROUGH MULTIMEDIA
PROJECTS IS A DYNAMIC AND EFFECTIVE WAY TO ASSESS STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING OF THE NOVEL. BY ENGAGING STUDENTS IN
CREATIVE ANALYSIS, THIS TASK PROMOTES CRITICAL THINKING, PERSONAL REFLECTION, AND TECHNOLOGICAL LITERACY.
MOREOVER, IT ALLOWS EDUCATORS TO EVALUATE NOT ONLY STUDENTS’ RETENTION OF PLOT DETAILS BUT ALSO THEIR
ABILITY TO INTERPRET AND CONNECT WITH LITERARY THEMES ON A DEEPER LEVEL. W/HEN THOUGHTFULLY DESIGNED AND
IMPLEMENTED, SUCH AN EXTENSION ACTIVITY CAN TRANSFORM LITERARY ASSESSMENT INTO AN ENRICHING EDUCATIONAL
EXPERIENCE THAT FOSTERS LIFELONG LEARNING AND APPRECIATION FOR LITERATURE.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

How cAN EXTENDING CHARLOTTE'S \WEB HELP ASSESS STUDENTS' COMPREHENSION
SKILLS?

BY ASKING STUDENTS TO CREATE AN ADDITIONAL CHAPTER OR ALTERNATIVE ENDING, EDUCATORS CAN EVALUATE THEIR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE STORY'S THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND PLOT DEVELOPMENT.

\WHAT KIND OF EXTENSION ACTIVITY CAN BE USED TO GAUGE STUDENTS' ABILITY TO
ANALYZE CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN CHARLOTTE'S WEB?

STUDENTS COULD BE TASKED WITH WRITING A LETTER FROM ONE CHARACTER TO ANOTHER, EXPLAINING THEIR MOTIVATIONS,
\WHICH DEMONSTRATES THEIR GRASP OF CHARACTER INSIGHTS AND RELATIONSHIPS.

How MIGHT AN EXTENSION PROJECT ABOUT CHARLOTTE'S WEB ASSESS STUDENTS'
CREATIVE THINKING AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE STORY'S MESSAGES?

STUDENTS COULD DESIGN A NEW FARM ANIMAL CHARACTER AND WRITE A BACKSTORY THAT ALIGNS WITH THE ORIGINAL THEMES,
SHOWCASING THEIR COMPREHENSION AND CREATIVE APPLICATION.



\WHAT IS AN EFFECTIVE WAY TO EXTEND CHARLOTTE'S WEB FOR ASSESSMENT
PURPOSES THAT INVOLVES CRITICAL THINKING?

ENCOURAGING STUDENTS TO COMPARE AND CONTRAST THE BOOK’S THEMES WITH A MODERN ISSUE (LIKE FRIENDSHIP OR
SACRIFICE) ALLOWS EDUCATORS TO ASSESS THEIR ANALYTICAL SKILLS AND UNDERSTANDING OF UNDERLYING MESSAGES.

How CAN STUDENTS DEMONSTRATE THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE MORAL LESSONS IN
CHARLOTTE'S WEB THROUGH AN EXTENSION TASK?

STUDENTS CAN WRITE A REFLECTIVE ESSAY OR A MORAL DILEMMA STORY INSPIRED BY THE BOOK, ILLUSTRATING THEIR GRASP OF
THE LESSONS ABOUT KINDNESS, LOYALTY, AND SACRIFICE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
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INTRODUCTION

“CHARLOTTE'S WEB,” WRITTEN BY E.B. WHITE, REMAINS A TIMELESS CLASSIC IN CHILDREN'S LITERATURE, CELEBRATED FOR ITS
THEMES OF FRIENDSHIP, LOYALTY, AND THE CYCLES OF LIFE. |TS RICH NARRATIVE AND MEMORABLE CHARACTERS SERVE AS AN
EXCELLENT TEACHING TOOL IN CLASSROOMS WORLDWIDE. HOWEVER, AS EDUCATORS STRIVE TO DEEPEN STUDENTS'
COMPREHENSION AND CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS, IT BECOMES ESSENTIAL TO DEVELOP INNOVATIVE WAYS TO ASSESS THEIR
UNDERSTANDING BEYOND TRADITIONAL QUIZZES AND ESSAYS. ONE PROMISING APPROACH IS DESIGNING AN EXTENSION ACTIVITY
THAT NOT ONLY REINFORCES COMPREHENSION BUT ALSO ENCOURAGES CREATIVE AND ANALYTICAL THINKING.

THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES AN IN-DEPTH EXTENSION ACTIVITY FOR “CHARLOTTE'S WER” AIMED AT ASSESSING STUDENTS'
UNDERSTANDING OF THE NOVEL. |T DELVES INTO THE RATIONALE BEHIND LITERARY EXTENSIONS, PROPOSES A COMPREHENSIVE

ACTIVITY, AND DISCUSSES ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES, WITH THE GOAL OF PROVIDING EDUCATORS AND REVIEWERS A THOROUGH
FRAMEWORK TO IMPLEMENT AND EVALUATE STUDENT LEARNING EFFECTIVELY.

RATIONALE FOR EXTENDING “CHARLOTTE'S WEB” AS AN ASSESSMENT TooL

BEFORE DETAILING THE EXTENSION ACTIVITY, IT IS CRITICAL TO UNDERSTAND WHY SUCH AN APPROACH IS BENEFICIAL.

1. ProMOTING DEePER COMPREHENSION

TRADITIONAL ASSESSMENTS OFTEN FOCUS ON RECALL—IDENTIFYING PLOT POINTS, CHARACTER TRAITS, OR THEMATIC
ELEMENTS. AN EXTENSION ACTIVITY, HOWEVER, ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO SYNTHESIZE INFORMATION, ANALYZE CHARACTER
MOTIVATIONS, AND MAKE INFERENCES, FOSTERING A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT.

2. ENCoOURAGING CREATIVE AND CRITICAL THINKING

BY EXPANDING THE NARRATIVE OR EXPLORING ALTERNATIVE SCENARIOS, STUDENTS ARE PROMPTED TO THINK CRITICALLY ABOUT
THE STORY’S STRUCTURE, THEMES, AND MORAL LESSONS, THUS ENHANCING HIGHER-ORDER THINKING SKILLS.

3. PersoNaL CONNECTION AND ENGAGEMENT

CREATIVE EXTENSIONS ALLOW STUDENTS TO CONNECT PERSONALLY WITH THE MATERIAL, MAKING THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE
MORE ENGAGING AND MEANINGFUL. THIS EMOTIONAL INVESTMENT CAN LEAD TO BETTER RETENTION AND UNDERSTANDING.

4. ASSESSMENT OF MULTIPLE LEARNING OUTCOMES



A WELL-DESIGNED EXTENSION CAN ASSESS VARIOUS SKILLS—™COMPREHENSION, SYNTHESIS, CREATIVITY, AND
COMMUNICATION—PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE PICTURE OF A STUDENT'S GRASP OF THE MATERIAL.

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE EXTENSION ACTIVITY

THE PROPOSED EXTENSION ACTIVITY CENTERS AROUND CREATING AN “ALTERNATIVE ENDING AND CHARACTER PERSPECTIVE
PROJECT”, DESIGNED TO EVALUATE UNDERSTANDING THROUGH MULTIPLE LENSES.

1. OBJECTIVES

- To ASSESS STUDENTS’ GRASP OF MAIN THEMES, CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, AND PLOT.
- TO EVALUATE STUDENTS” ABILITY TO ANALYZE MOTIVATIONS AND CONSEQUENCES.

- TO FOSTER CREATIVE WRITING AND EMPATHETIC UNDERSTANDING.

- TO DEVELOP PRESENTATION AND COLLABORATION SKILLS.

2. TARGET SKILLS

- CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF NARRATIVE ELEMENTS.
- CREATIVE STORYTELLING.

- EMPATHY AND PERSPECTIVE-TAKING.

- COMMUNICATION AND PRESENTATION SKILLS.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTENSION ACTIVITY
PART 1: DEVELOPING AN ALTERNATIVE ENDING

STUDENTS WILL CRAFT AN ORIGINAL ENDING TO “CHARLOTTE'S \X/EB," DIVERGING FROM THE ORIGINAL CONCLUSION. THIS TASK
INVOLVES!

- CHOOSING A PIVOTAL EVENT IN THE STORY (E.G., WILBUR'S FATE, CHARLOTTE'S DEPARTURE).
- REIMAGINING THE OUTCOME, CONSIDERING THE IMPLICATIONS ON CHARACTERS AND MORAL LESSONS.
- WRITING A DETAILED NARRATIVE (APPROXIMATELY 300-500 WORDS) THAT ILLUSTRATES THIS ALTERNATIVE ENDING.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:

- CREATIVITY AND ORIGINALITY.

- ALIGNMENT WITH THEMES AND CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT.
- CLARITY AND COHERENCE OF STORYTELLING.

- USE OF DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE AND LITERARY DEVICES.

PART 2: ADOPTING A CHARACTER'S PERSPECTIVE

STUDENTS SELECT ONE CHARACTER—SUCH AS WILBUR, CHARLOTTE, FERN, OR TEMPLETON—AND WRITE A “DAY IN THE LIFg”
JOURNAL ENTRY OR MONOLOGUE FROM THAT CHARACTER’S POINT OF VIEW. THIS TASK INVOLVES:

- DEMONSTRATING UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHARACTER’S MOTIVATIONS, FEELINGS, AND GROWTH.
- INCORPORATING EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT TO SUPPORT INSIGHTS.
- EXPRESSING THOUGHTS AND EMOTIONS AUTHENTICALLY.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:

- DEPTH OF CHARACTER ANALYSIS.

- USE OF TEXTUAL EVIDENCE.

- EMPATHY AND VOICE AUTHENTICITY.
- WRITING MECHANICS AND STYLE.



PART 3: PRESENTATION AND REFLECTION
STUDENTS PRESENT THEIR ALTERNATIVE ENDING AND CHARACTER PERSPECTIVE TO THE CLASS, POSSIBLY THROUGH:

- ORAL PRESENTATION.
- CREATIVE VIDEO OR DRAMATIZATION.
- [LLUSTRATED STORYBOARDS OR COMICS.

FOLLOWING THE PRESENTATION, STUDENTS WRITE A REFLECTION PARAGRAPH EXPLAINING THEIR CREATIVE CHOICES, HOW THEIR
EXTENSION ALIGNS WITH THEMES, AND WHAT THEY LEARNED ABOUT THE STORY AND CHARACTERS.

AsSESSMENT CRITERIA:

- CLARITY OF PRESENTATION.

- CREATIVITY AND ENGAGEMENT.

- THOUGHTFULNESS OF REFLECTION.

- ABILITY TO CONNECT EXTENSION WORK WITH ORIGINAL THEMES.

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES
ToO ENSURE THE ACTIVITY EFFECTIVELY ASSESSES UNDERSTANDING, EDUCATORS SHOULD CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING:

- CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS AND RUBRICS THAT SPECIFY EXPECTATIONS FOR EACH COMPONENT.
- MODEL EXAMPLES OF ALTERNATIVE ENDINGS AND CHARACTER PERSPECTIVES.

- GUIDED BRAINSTORMING SESSIONS TO HELP STUDENTS PLAN THEIR WORK.

- PEER REVIEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR FEEDBACK AND REFINEMENT.

- FLEXIBLE FORMATS TO ACCOMMODATE DIVERSE LEARNING STYLES AND RESOURCES.

EVALUATION AND FEEDBACK

ASSESSMENT SHOULD BE BOTH FORMATIVE AND SUMMATIVE. DURING THE ACTIVITY, TEACHERS CAN PROVIDE ONGOING FEEDBACK
ON:

- CREATIVITY AND ORIGINALITY.
- TEXTUAL UNDERSTANDING.

- WRITING QUALITY.

- PRESENTATION SKILLS.

A FINAL RUBRIC, COVERING THE DIFFERENT PARTS, ENSURES OBJECTIVE GRADING. CONSIDER INCLUDING CATEGORIES SUCH AS:

| CriTerION | EXCELLENT (4) | SAaTISFACTORY (3) | NEeDs IMProVEMENT (2) | UNsaTisFacTory (1) |

S ——E rommmenennees N Gk oo |
| CREATIVITY AND ORIGINALITY || ]]]

| TexTuAL evipence use | | |11

| CHARACTER ANALYSIS ||| ]]

| WrITING MECHANICS | | | ] ]

| PRESENTATION AND REFLECTION | | |||

BENEFITS AND LIMITATIONS
BENEFITS

- ENCOURAGES SYNTHESIS AND APPLICATION OF KNOWLEDGE.



- PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO STUDENT UNDERSTANDING BEYOND FACTUAL RECALL.
- FOSTERS EMPATHY AND PERSPECTIVE-TAKING.
- CONNECTS LITERARY ANALYSIS WITH CREATIVE EXPRESSION.

LIMITATIONS

- TIME-CONSUMING TO PLAN AND EVALUATE.
- MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS WITH WRITING DIFFICULTIES.
- POTENTIAL VARIABILITY IN CREATIVE INTERPRETATIONS.

CONCLUSION

EXTENDING “CHARLOTTE'S WEB” THROUGH AN ACTIVITY THAT INVOLVES CREATING AN ALTERNATIVE ENDING AND EXPLORING
CHARACTER PERSPECTIVES OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE METHOD FOR ASSESSING STUDENT UNDERSTANDING. [T COMBINES CREATIVE
WRITING, CRITICAL ANALYSIS, AND PRESENTATION SKILLS, PROVIDING A MULTIDIMENSIONAL VIEW OF LEARNERS’ COMPREHENSION
OF THE NOVEL. \WHEN THOUGHTFULLY IMPLEMENTED, SUCH EXTENSIONS NOT ONLY DEEPEN LITERARY UNDERSTANDING BUT ALSO
CULTIVATE ESSENTIAL SKILLS IN ANALYSIS, EMPATHY, AND COMMUNICATION.

FOR EDUCATORS AND REVIEWERS, THIS APPROACH EXEMPLIFIES AN ENGAGING, STUDENT-CENTERED STRATEGY THAT MOVES
BEYOND ROTE MEMORIZATION, FOSTERING MEANINGFUL ENGAGEMENT WITH LITERATURE. AS SCHOOLS CONTINUE TO SEEK
INNOVATIVE ASSESSMENT METHODS, LITERARY EXTENSIONS LIKE THIS STAND OUT AS EFFECTIVE TOOLS FOR ENRICHING THE
LEARNING EXPERIENCE AND ACCURATELY GAUGING STUDENT MASTERY OF COMPLEX TEXTS LIKE “CHARLOTTE'S Wes.”
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