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When writers craft a passage, especially one meant to persuade, inform, or
conclude effectively, choosing the right closing sentence can significantly
impact the reader’s takeaway. Sometimes, authors find themselves
contemplating multiple options for ending their work, pondering which
sentence best encapsulates their message or leaves a lasting impression. This
internal deliberation often leads to a question: Which sentence contains the
ideal tone, clarity, and relevance for the passage’s purpose?

In this article, we will explore the process behind selecting the most
suitable ending sentence, discuss common types of closing sentences, and
provide strategies for evaluating which option aligns best with your writing
goals. Whether you are a student, a professional, or an aspiring author,
understanding how to determine the most effective closing sentence is a
valuable skill that enhances the overall impact of your writing.

Understanding the Importance of the Final
Sentence

The closing sentence of a passage serves as the final impression a reader
receives. It can:

Summarize the main idea or argument

Provide a call to action or provoke further thought

Create a sense of closure or open-ended curiosity

Reinforce the tone or emotional impact of the passage

Because of its significance, authors often find themselves considering
multiple candidate sentences before settling on the most effective one. The
challenge lies in determining which sentence contains the qualities that will
resonate most with readers and fulfill the passage’s purpose.



Common Types of Closing Sentences and Their
Functions

Different passages require different types of ending sentences. Recognizing
these can help writers evaluate which candidate best fits their context.

1. The Summative Sentence
This type restates the main point succinctly, reinforcing the core message.
For example:

"In conclusion, adopting eco-friendly habits benefits both individuals
and the planet."

"Ultimately, perseverance is the key to achieving success."

This sentence contains a clear summary, making it suitable when the goal is
to reinforce understanding or emphasize a key idea.

2. The Call to Action
Encourages readers to take specific steps or reflect further:

"Now is the time to make a change and support renewable energy
initiatives."

"Consider how you can incorporate these principles into your daily
routine."

This sentence contains an invitation to act, ideal for persuasive or
motivational passages.

3. The Thought-Provoking Question
Engages readers with a question that promotes reflection:

"What will you do differently after reading this?"

"Are we truly doing enough to protect our environment?"



This sentence contains an open-ended prompt that leaves a lasting impression.

4. The Emotional or Inspirational Note
Ends on a high or emotive note:

"Together, we can build a brighter future for generations to come."

"Never underestimate the power of one person's actions."

This sentence contains an uplifting sentiment that can inspire action or
hope.

Strategies for Determining Which Sentence
Contains the Best Ending

Choosing the most suitable closing sentence involves a careful evaluation
process. Here are some strategies to help you decide:

1. Align with the Passage’s Purpose
Identify the primary goal:

If the passage aims to inform, a summarizing or concluding sentence
works best.

If the goal is to persuade, consider a call to action or an emotional
appeal.

If you want to encourage reflection, opt for a thought-provoking
question.

The sentence that contains the purpose-driven element is likely your
strongest candidate.

2. Assess Tone and Emotional Impact
Determine the tone you want to leave with the reader:



Is it serious, hopeful, urgent, or inspiring?

Choose a sentence that reinforces this tone.

The sentence that contains the tone you wish to convey will resonate more
effectively.

3. Consider Clarity and Conciseness
A good ending is clear and concise:

Eliminate sentences that are verbose or ambiguous.

Select the sentence that delivers a powerful message without unnecessary
complexity.

The sentence that contains clarity is often more memorable.

4. Evaluate Reader Engagement
Think about which sentence encourages the reader to think, act, or feel:

Look for questions or calls to action that invite participation.

Prioritize sentences that leave the reader with something to ponder.

The sentence that contains that engaging element is likely the best choice.

Examples of Analyzing Candidate Sentences

Let’s consider a hypothetical passage about environmental conservation, with
three potential closing sentences:

"Protecting our environment is crucial for future generations."1.

"What steps will you take today to make a difference?"2.

"Together, we can achieve a sustainable future."3.



To determine which contains the best ending, evaluate based on the passage’s
tone and purpose:

- If the goal is to motivate personal action, sentence 2 (the question) may
be most effective.
- If the purpose is to reinforce the importance of conservation, sentence 1
(the summary) works well.
- If the intent is to inspire unity and hope, sentence 3 (the inspirational
note) could be ideal.

The best choice depends on the overall message and desired impact.

Conclusion: Making the Final Decision

When an author is thinking of adding one of several sentences to the end of a
passage, the critical question is: Which sentence contains the qualities that
best serve the passage’s purpose? Evaluating based on purpose, tone, clarity,
and engagement helps clarify this choice. Remember that the final sentence is
your opportunity to leave a lasting impression—so selecting the one that
contains the right message can elevate your writing from good to memorable.

By understanding the different types of closing sentences and applying
strategic evaluation, writers can confidently choose the best ending to
resonate with their audience and fulfill their communication goals. Whether
it’s a summary, call to action, question, or inspirational note, the right
sentence can make all the difference in how your message is received and
remembered.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of adding a sentence at the
end of a passage?
The main purpose is to provide a conclusion, emphasize a point, or leave the
reader with a final thought that enhances understanding or impact.

How can choosing the right sentence at the end of a
passage improve its overall effectiveness?
Selecting an appropriate closing sentence can reinforce the main idea, create
a memorable ending, and leave a lasting impression on the reader.



What types of sentences are most effective when
concluding a passage?
Effective concluding sentences often summarize key points, pose a thought-
provoking question, or offer a call to action to engage the reader further.

What should the author consider when thinking of
adding a sentence to the end of a passage?
The author should consider relevance, clarity, tone, and how well the
sentence aligns with the overall message and flow of the passage.

Which sentence contains a strong closing statement
or final thought?
The sentence that contains a strong closing statement or final thought is
typically concise, impactful, and summarizes the main idea of the passage.

How can the author determine which sentence is best
suited to add at the end?
The author can evaluate which sentence best encapsulates the main message,
leaves the reader with a lasting impression, and maintains the tone of the
passage.

Are there specific words or phrases that make a
sentence suitable for ending a passage?
Yes, phrases like 'In conclusion,' 'Ultimately,' 'Therefore,' or 'As a
result' often signal an effective closing statement.

What are common mistakes to avoid when adding a
sentence at the end of a passage?
Avoid introducing new information, being too vague or generic, and disrupting
the flow or tone of the original passage.

Can the added sentence be a quote or question? When
is it appropriate?
Yes, a quote or question can be effective at the end to provoke thought or
reinforce a point, especially if it aligns well with the passage's theme.
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Introduction: Navigating the Nuances of Sentence Selection

In the world of writing, especially in journalistic and professional
contexts, every sentence serves a purpose. It shapes the tone, clarifies the
message, and guides the reader’s understanding. When authors reach the final
stages of editing a passage, the choice of concluding sentences becomes
particularly significant. They can leave the reader with a lingering thought,
reinforce the main idea, or prompt further reflection. This article explores
the intriguing question: "The author is thinking of adding one of these
sentences to the end of the passage. Which sentence contains?" We will delve
into the underlying considerations behind selecting a compelling closing
sentence, analyze the types of sentences that typically fit this role, and
provide strategies to determine the most effective choice.

---

Understanding the Role of a Concluding Sentence in Journalism

Why the Final Sentence Matters

The concluding sentence in any article, report, or editorial serves as the
final impression. It encapsulates the core message, emphasizes key points, or
leaves the reader with a thought-provoking idea. In journalistic writing, the
ending can:

- Summarize findings succinctly
- Reinforce the article's main argument
- Pose a call to action
- Leave a lasting impression that encourages reflection

Because of its importance, selecting the right sentence to conclude can
significantly affect the reader’s overall perception and engagement.

Types of Sentences Commonly Used at the End of
Passages

When an author considers adding a sentence at the end of a passage, they
typically evaluate options from several categories:



1. Summary or Restatement Sentences

- Restate the main point in a concise manner.
- Reinforce the core message.
- Example: "Ultimately, sustainable energy remains the key to combating
climate change."

2. Forward-Looking or Call-to-Action Sentences

- Encourage the reader to think ahead or act.
- Example: "Only through collective effort can we secure a cleaner future."

3. Thought-Provoking or Reflective Sentences

- Pose questions or ideas that provoke deeper thought.
- Example: "What role will you play in shaping tomorrow’s environment?"

4. Quoting or Citing Authority

- End with a relevant quote or authoritative statement.
- Example: "As Dr. Jane Smith remarked, 'Innovation is the heart of
progress.'"

5. Data-Driven or Fact-Based Sentences

- Present a compelling statistic or fact to reinforce the message.
- Example: "Recent studies show that renewable sources now account for 30% of
global energy production."

---

Analyzing the Criteria for Selecting the Most Appropriate Sentence

Factors Influencing the Choice

Selecting the optimal ending sentence involves weighing several factors:

A. Purpose of the Passage

- Is the goal to inform, persuade, or inspire?
- For persuasive pieces, a call-to-action or a powerful summary might be
ideal.
- For informational articles, a fact or statistic might serve best.

B. Tone and Style Consistency

- The sentence should match the tone established throughout the passage.
- Formal, serious content warrants a professional, authoritative ending.
- Lighter, conversational tone might call for an engaging or reflective final



sentence.

C. Audience Engagement

- Consider what will resonate most with the target readership.
- Will they appreciate a provocative question, a compelling fact, or a
motivational statement?

D. Clarity and Impact

- The chosen sentence should be clear, concise, and impactful.
- Avoid ambiguity or overly complex language at the conclusion.

---

Deciphering Which Sentence Contains the Best Choice

Suppose the author presents a set of candidate sentences intended for the
passage’s conclusion. The task becomes identifying which one aligns best with
the passage's intent, tone, and message. Here’s a systematic approach:

Step 1: Analyze the Passage Content

- What is the core message?
- Are there key themes or ideas that need reinforcement?

Step 2: Match Candidate Sentences to the Purpose

- Does the sentence summarize, persuade, or provoke?
- Is it appropriate given the overall narrative?

Step 3: Evaluate Tone and Style Alignment

- Does the sentence match the language and tone of the passage?
- Is it formal, informal, optimistic, or cautionary?

Step 4: Assess Impact and Readability

- Is the sentence memorable and impactful?
- Does it encourage further thought or action?

Step 5: Consider Audience Expectations

- Will the audience find the sentence engaging or meaningful?

---

Practical Examples and Their Suitability

Let's consider hypothetical candidate sentences:



Sentence A: "This issue remains complex and requires ongoing attention."

Analysis: Suitable as a summary or closing remark highlighting ongoing
challenges.

Sentence B: "Imagine a future where renewable energy powers every home."

Analysis: Ideal as an inspiring, forward-looking statement to motivate
action.

Sentence C: "According to recent data, adoption rates have doubled."

Analysis: More fitting if the passage emphasizes statistical progress;
perhaps less effective as a closing unless it underscores hope.

Sentence D: "What can you do today to make a difference?"

Analysis: An effective call-to-action prompting reader engagement.

---

Strategies for Choosing the Optimal Sentence

To determine which sentence to add, consider these strategies:

- Match the sentence to the main takeaway of the passage.
- Prioritize clarity and brevity for maximum impact.
- Ensure tone consistency to avoid dissonance.
- Seek sentences that provoke thought or inspire action if the aim is
engagement.
- Avoid redundant or overly generic statements that dilute the message.

---

Conclusion: Making the Final Decision

In the end, the choice of sentence to conclude a passage hinges on the
author’s intent and the message they wish to leave with the reader. Whether
it’s a summary, a call to action, a thought-provoking question, or a
compelling fact, the selected sentence must align seamlessly with the
passage’s purpose, tone, and audience expectations.

When the author is contemplating which sentence to add, employing a
systematic approach—analyzing the passage content, purpose, tone, impact, and
audience—can aid in making an informed decision. The ultimate goal is to
craft a closing line that not only wraps up the narrative effectively but
also resonates with the reader, prompting reflection, action, or both.

In summary, identifying which among a set of candidate sentences "contains"
the most appropriate ending involves careful consideration of relevance,
tone, clarity, and impact. Through deliberate analysis, authors can ensure



their final sentence leaves a compelling and meaningful impression, elevating
the overall quality of their writing.
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