
The Sun Sank Behind The Mountains, And
Darkness Fell. Which Revision Correctly Uses
Adjectives And Adverbs
The Sun Sank Behind The Mountains, And Darkness Fell. Which Revision Correctly Uses
Adjectives And Adverbs

---

Introduction

Understanding the correct use of adjectives and adverbs is fundamental to effective writing. They
serve to add detail, specificity, and clarity to sentences, enriching the reader’s experience. The
sentence “The Sun Sank Behind The Mountains, And Darkness Fell” is a simple yet evocative
statement that can be revised in numerous ways. The challenge lies in choosing revisions that
correctly employ adjectives and adverbs to enhance meaning without sacrificing grammatical
correctness. This article explores how to identify and craft such revisions, highlighting the roles of
adjectives and adverbs and providing guidance on their proper usage.
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Understanding Adjectives and Adverbs

What Are Adjectives?

Adjectives are words that modify or describe nouns or pronouns. They provide additional information
about the subject or object in a sentence, often specifying qualities, quantities, or identities.

Examples of adjectives:
- The bright sun set behind the towering mountains.
- The soft darkness enveloped the landscape.

What Are Adverbs?

Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. They often describe how, when, where, or to
what extent an action occurs.

Examples of adverbs:
- The sun sank slowly behind the mountains.



- Darkness fell gradually, covering the land.

Key distinctions:
- Adjectives answer questions like which?, what kind?, or how many?.
- Adverbs answer questions like how?, when?, where?, or to what extent?.
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Analyzing the Original Sentence

Original sentence:

“The Sun Sank Behind The Mountains, And Darkness Fell.”

This sentence is straightforward. It contains two independent clauses connected by “and,” with the
verbs “sank” and “fell.” The sentence is somewhat neutral and descriptive but can be expanded or
revised to include more vivid adjectives and adverbs.

Potential enhancements:
- Adding adjectives to describe the sun, mountains, and darkness.
- Including adverbs to specify how or when the actions happen.
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Revisions and Their Correct Use of Adjectives and
Adverbs

Sample Revision 1: Adding Adjectives and Adverbs

“The golden sun slowly sank behind the distant mountains, and the thick darkness gradually
enveloped the land.”

Analysis:
- “golden” modifies “sun” (adjective).
- “slowly” modifies “sank” (adverb).
- “distant” modifies “mountains” (adjective).
- “thick” modifies “darkness” (adjective).
- “gradually” modifies “enveloped” (adverb).

Evaluation:
All modifications correctly use adjectives and adverbs, enriching the scene with vivid imagery and
precise timing.

---



Sample Revision 2: Overuse or Misuse of Adjectives/Adverbs

“The very sun sank behind the mountains quickly, and darkness fell suddenly.”

Analysis:
- “very” modifies “sun” (adjective), which is acceptable but often considered redundant.
- “quickly” modifies “sank” (adverb).
- “suddenly” modifies “fell” (adverb).

Potential issues:
- Overuse of intensifiers like “very” and “suddenly” can be stylistically weak if not used judiciously.
- The placement of “quickly” and “suddenly” is correct, but the sentence might benefit from more
descriptive adjectives.
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Sample Revision 3: Incorrect Usage of Adjectives and Adverbs

“The sun sank behind the mountains quicklyly, and darkness fell quick.”

Analysis:
- “quicklyly” is a non-word; the correct form is “quickly.”
- “fell quick” is colloquially understandable but grammatically incorrect; it should be “fell quickly” or
“fell fast.”

Evaluation:
This revision demonstrates common errors—misspelling adverbs and using incorrect
adjective/adverb forms. Correct usage is crucial for clarity and grammatical correctness.
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Guidelines for Correctly Using Adjectives and Adverbs
in Revisions

Identify the word to modify: Determine whether an adjective or adverb is needed based on
the word’s role in the sentence.

Use adjectives to add detail to nouns: Ensure adjectives describe qualities, such as size,
color, or quantity.

Use adverbs to clarify how, when, where, or to what extent: Place adverbs close to the
verbs or modifiers they describe.

Be cautious with intensifiers: Words like “very,” “really,” or “extremely” should be used



sparingly to avoid redundancy.

Avoid double modifiers: Do not unnecessarily combine adjectives and adverbs that mean the
same thing, e.g., “quickly fast.”

Check placement: Adverbs are flexible but should be placed logically to avoid confusion.
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Practical Examples of Correctly Using Adjectives and
Adverbs in Revisions

Example 1: Enhancing Imagery

“As the fiery sun slowly dipped behind the rugged mountains, a deep, velvety darkness settled
silently over the valley.”

Adjective use:
- “fiery,” “rugged,” “deep,” “velvety” describe nouns.

Adverb use:
- “slowly,” “silently” modify “dipped” and “settled,” respectively.

Example 2: Emphasizing Timing and Manner

“At sunset, the bright sun gradually disappeared behind the distant mountains, and thick darkness
quickly blanketed the land.”

Adjective use:
- “bright,” “distant,” “thick” describe nouns.

Adverb use:
- “gradually,” “quickly” describe “disappeared” and “blanketed.”
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Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them


