
What Did Susan B. Anthony Do? * A. Fight Against
SegregationB.Fight For States' Rights C.Fight For
Women's

What Did Susan B. Anthony Do? A. Fight Against SegregationB.Fight For States' Rights C.Fight For
Women's

Introduction
Susan B. Anthony is a prominent figure in American history, renowned for her tireless efforts in
advocating for women's rights. Her activism and leadership played a pivotal role in shaping the women's
suffrage movement. Despite her significant influence, many often wonder about the specific causes she
championed and her primary contributions. The options—fighting against segregation, fighting for states'
rights, or fighting for women's rights—underline some of the major social and political issues of her time. In
this article, we will explore what Susan B. Anthony did, clarifying her focus and legacy in the context of
these critical issues.

Historical Background of Susan B. Anthony

Early Life and Influences
Susan B. Anthony was born in 1820 in Adams, Massachusetts. Growing up during a period of significant
social change, she was influenced by her Quaker upbringing, which emphasized equality and justice. Her
exposure to abolitionist movements and her own experiences with gender discrimination fueled her
resolve to advocate for social reform.

Major Social Movements of Her Era

Abolition of slavery

Women's suffrage movement

Temperance movement



These overlapping struggles shaped her activism, with her primary focus on expanding rights for women,
though she also supported broader social reforms.

What Did Susan B. Anthony Do? A. Fight Against Segregation

Understanding Segregation and Anthony’s Involvement
Segregation, particularly racial segregation, was a major issue during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
However, Susan B. Anthony’s activism was not centered on fighting racial segregation. While she was
sympathetic to the abolitionist cause, her primary focus was on women’s rights rather than racial
integration or civil rights activism.

There is little evidence to suggest that she actively participated in efforts specifically aimed at combating
segregation policies. Her work was mostly concentrated on securing voting rights and legal equality for
women.

Her Stance on Race and Equality
Anthony believed in equality for all, including racial equality, but her public efforts and speeches
primarily addressed gender discrimination. She collaborated with abolitionists, such as Frederick Douglass,
but her legacy is predominantly associated with women’s suffrage.

In summary, while she supported racial justice, her primary contribution was not as a fighter against
segregation but as a leader in women’s rights.

What Did Susan B. Anthony Do? B. Fight For States' Rights

Understanding States’ Rights and Anthony’s Position
States' rights refer to the political powers reserved to U.S. states rather than the federal government.
During Anthony’s lifetime, debates over states’ rights were prominent, especially concerning issues like
slavery, civil rights, and legal reforms.

However, Susan B. Anthony’s activism was rooted in national reform efforts rather than advocating for
states’ rights per se. She believed in a strong federal stance to secure universal rights, including women’s
suffrage, which required constitutional amendments rather than state-by-state legislation.



Her Approach to Federal vs. State Authority

She supported the 19th Amendment, which aimed to grant women voting rights nationwide.1.

She often worked outside the confines of state boundaries, advocating for a federal constitutional2.
amendment rather than relying on individual states to grant women suffrage.

Her efforts demonstrated a belief in national consistency and federal authority over discriminatory3.
state laws.

Therefore, Anthony’s work was aligned more with advocating for national change rather than fighting to
preserve or expand states’ rights.

What Did Susan B. Anthony Do? C. Fight For Women's Rights

Her Central Role in Women’s Suffrage
Susan B. Anthony is most famously associated with her relentless fight for women’s rights, particularly
women’s suffrage—the right for women to vote. Her activism spanned over five decades, during which
she tirelessly campaigned, organized, and spoke to promote gender equality.

Key Contributions to Women’s Rights

Formed the National Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA) alongside Elizabeth Cady Stanton in
1869.

Led campaigns to amend state and federal constitutions to grant women voting rights.

Organized conventions, rallies, and lobbying efforts that brought national attention to women’s
suffrage.

Authored and supported numerous petitions advocating for women’s voting rights.

Participated in protests and civil disobedience, including casting an illegal vote in 1872 to challenge
discriminatory laws.



Legislative and Social Impact
Her efforts culminated in the eventual passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920, which granted women the
right to vote nationwide—though she did not live to see its ratification. Her work laid the groundwork for
future generations of women's rights advocates and significantly advanced gender equality in the United
States.

Summary of Susan B. Anthony’s Focus and Legacy

Primary Focus
Based on her lifetime achievements and activism, it is clear that Susan B. Anthony’s main focus was on
fighting for women’s rights. Her advocacy was centered on securing voting rights, legal equality, and social
recognition for women across the United States.

Misconceptions and Clarifications

While she supported racial equality, her primary activism was not directed at fighting racial
segregation.

She did not specifically champion states’ rights but instead favored federal amendments to secure
universal rights.

Her most enduring legacy is the fight for women’s suffrage and gender equality.

Conclusion
Susan B. Anthony’s contributions to American society are monumental, especially in the realm of women’s
rights. Her unwavering dedication, leadership, and strategic activism helped transform the landscape of
gender equality in the United States. While she may have supported broader social justice causes, her
primary and most lasting legacy lies in her fight for women’s rights, culminating in the passage of the 19th
Amendment. Her work exemplifies the power of persistent advocacy and remains an inspiration for
ongoing efforts toward equality and justice.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was Susan B. Anthony most known for in her activism?
Susan B. Anthony was most known for her fight for women's suffrage and advocating for women's rights.

Did Susan B. Anthony fight against segregation?
While her primary focus was on women's rights, Susan B. Anthony did oppose segregation and supported
racial equality.

Was Susan B. Anthony involved in fighting for states' rights?
No, Susan B. Anthony's main efforts were centered on women's suffrage and abolition, not on fighting for
states' rights.

How did Susan B. Anthony contribute to the women's rights movement?
She co-founded the National Woman Suffrage Association and campaigned tirelessly for women's right to
vote.

Did Susan B. Anthony's activism include advocating for racial equality?
Yes, she supported abolition and racial equality, working alongside leaders of the abolitionist movement.

What is one key legacy of Susan B. Anthony?
Her legacy includes helping to secure women's right to vote and inspiring future generations of activists.

Additional Resources
Susan B. Anthony: A Pioneering Force for Women's Rights and Social Justice

When examining the landscape of American social reform, few figures stand out as prominently as Susan
B. Anthony. Renowned for her relentless dedication and pioneering activism, Anthony's contributions
fundamentally reshaped the trajectory of women's rights and social justice in the United States. This article
delves into her life's work, analyzing her primary causes and clarifying the common misconceptions
surrounding her activism—specifically focusing on her efforts related to women's suffrage, her stance on
segregation, and her position on states' rights.

---



Understanding Susan B. Anthony’s Major Contributions

At the core of Susan B. Anthony's legacy lies her unwavering commitment to women's rights, particularly
the fight for women’s suffrage. While her impact is multifaceted, her primary legacy is intertwined with
the push for women’s political and social equality. It’s essential to examine the details of her activism to
appreciate her true influence.

---

What Did Susan B. Anthony Do? A. Fight Against Segregation

Segregation and Anthony's Stance

Many assume that Susan B. Anthony was primarily focused on women's issues; however, her activism
extended into broader social justice causes, including opposition to racial segregation. It's important to clarify
her position:

- Did Susan B. Anthony Fight Against Segregation?
While she did advocate for racial equality, her efforts in this area were more situational than systematic.
Anthony was aligned with abolitionist principles early in her career, opposing slavery and supporting anti-
slavery movements. Post-Civil War, her focus shifted more toward women’s suffrage, but she maintained a
stance against racial discrimination.

- Her Approach and Actions
Anthony believed in universal human rights, and she supported the abolition of slavery. She worked
alongside African American leaders and supported efforts to integrate society. For example:
- Participated in anti-slavery meetings that included both black and white activists.
- Advocated for civil rights for African Americans in the context of broader social reform.

- Limitations and Context
Despite her stance, her activism on segregation was not as direct or extensive as her work on women's
suffrage. She often prioritized gender equality but recognized the interconnectedness of social issues.

In summary:
Anthony did oppose segregation and racial discrimination, especially in her early years and through her
association with abolitionist movements. However, her primary focus remained on women's rights rather
than on leading a segregated or explicitly anti-segregation movement.

---



What Did Susan B. Anthony Do? B. Fight For States' Rights

States' Rights and Anthony's Position

The concept of "states' rights" has historically been associated with debates over federal authority versus
state sovereignty, often linked to issues like slavery and later civil rights.

- Did Susan B. Anthony Fight For States’ Rights?
No, Anthony was not an advocate of states' rights in the political sense that emphasizes decentralization of
power. Instead, she believed in a strong federal government to uphold constitutional rights—especially the
right to vote for women.

- Her Viewpoint: Federal vs. State Authority
Anthony’s activism was rooted in the belief that fundamental rights—such as suffrage—should not be left to
individual states to decide. She argued:
- The Constitution should guarantee women the right to vote nationwide.
- Federal legislation, like the 19th Amendment, was necessary to ensure universal suffrage.

- Legislative and Constitutional Focus
She worked tirelessly to promote amendments and federal laws that would secure women’s voting rights,
rather than advocating for states to determine their own policies.

In summary:
Susan B. Anthony did not fight for states’ rights in the traditional political sense. Instead, she championed
federal action to guarantee equality and suffrage across all states.

---

What Did Susan B. Anthony Do? C. Fight For Women's Rights

The Heart of Anthony's Legacy

Undoubtedly, the most defining aspect of Susan B. Anthony’s activism was her tireless fight for women’s
rights, especially suffrage. Her work laid the groundwork for the 19th Amendment and transformed the
social fabric of America.

- Key Contributions to Women's Rights
1. Founding and Leading Organizations
- Co-founded the National Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA) in 1869 alongside Elizabeth Cady Stanton.
- Served as a leader and organizer, pushing for constitutional amendments to enfranchise women.
2. Legal Challenges and Civil Disobedience



- In 1872, she famously cast a vote in the presidential election—despite being ineligible—highlighting her
defiance against unjust laws.
- Faced arrest, trial, and social backlash, but remained committed to her cause.
3. Advocating for Education and Equal Opportunities
- Supported women’s access to higher education and professional opportunities.
- Worked to change societal perceptions about women’s roles.

- Major Achievements
- The 19th Amendment, ratified in 1920, was the culmination of her lifelong activism, securing women
the right to vote.
- Her speeches, writings, and activism inspired a generation of feminists and social reformers.
- Her efforts helped shift public opinion and paved the way for subsequent equality movements.

- Philosophy and Strategy
Anthony believed in gradual change through legal and political channels, combined with direct action and
civil disobedience when necessary.

Summary of her impact:
Susan B. Anthony is remembered as a trailblazer who transformed the idea of women’s participation in
democracy. Her relentless advocacy and strategic activism made her an icon of the women’s suffrage
movement.

---

Clarifying Common Misconceptions

While Susan B. Anthony’s focus was predominantly on women’s rights, some misconceptions cloud her
legacy. It’s crucial to distinguish her work from other social movements:

- Not Primarily a Civil Rights Activist for Racial Integration
Though she supported racial equality, her primary mission was gender equality, not leading the fight
against segregation or racial laws.

- Not a States’ Rights Advocate
She sought federal protections and amendments rather than empowering states to determine voting rights.

- Her Activism Was Intersectional in Spirit
While her main focus was women’s suffrage, her broader support for abolition and civil rights indicates an
understanding of interconnected social injustices.

---



Conclusion: What Did Susan B. Anthony Do? A Summary

In conclusion, Susan B. Anthony was primarily a pioneering advocate for women's rights, whose relentless
efforts culminated in the historic achievement of women’s suffrage in the United States. She was a
dedicated social reformer who believed in equality across gender and race, advocating for federal action to
secure these rights.

Her key contributions include:

- Leading the fight for women's suffrage through activism, organization, and civil disobedience.
- Supporting anti-slavery and racial equality efforts, although her main focus remained on gender.
- Advocating for constitutional amendments and federal legislation to guarantee voting rights.
- Challenging societal norms and inspiring subsequent generations of feminists and civil rights activists.

While her work did touch on issues like segregation and racial justice, her legacy is most profoundly
associated with securing women’s voting rights and promoting gender equality. Understanding her
multifaceted activism helps appreciate her role as a foundational figure in American history—one whose
influence continues to resonate today.

---

In essence, Susan B. Anthony's life's work was centered on fighting for women's rights and equality,
making her one of the most influential figures in American social reform history.
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