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The short story "The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant is renowned for its ironic twist and poignant

commentary on vanity, pride, and societal expectations. At the heart of its plot lies Mathilde Loisel’s

decision to borrow a necklace, a seemingly minor act that ultimately leads to her downfall. While the

borrowing of the necklace appears as a simple act of vanity, it is, in fact, a pivotal event that

profoundly influences the direction and resolution of the story. This article explores the multifaceted

effects of Mathilde’s borrowing of the necklace on the plot and its ultimate resolution, illustrating how a

single decision can reshape a character’s destiny.

The Significance of Mathilde’s Desire for Wealth and Elegance

Mathilde’s Discontent and Aspirations

Mathilde Loisel’s character is driven by her desire for wealth, beauty, and social status. She feels

entitled to a luxurious life she cannot afford and resents her modest existence. Her longing for

elegance and grandeur sets the stage for her later actions. This desire fuels her decision to borrow the

necklace, as she perceives it as a means to project wealth and impress society during the ball.



The Necklace as a Symbol of Societal Status

The necklace itself symbolizes wealth and social standing. Mathilde believes that possessing and

displaying such jewelry will elevate her status, even if temporarily. Her fixation on appearances

underscores her superficial values, which influence her decision to borrow the necklace rather than

purchase or rent expensive attire.

The Act of Borrowing the Necklace: Catalyst for the Plot

Mathilde’s Decision to Borrow

Mathilde’s choice to borrow the necklace from her friend Madame Forestier is a critical turning point. It

reflects her desire to appear more glamorous and to meet societal expectations at the ball. This act,

seemingly simple, introduces several key consequences that shape the story's course.

Immediate Impact on Mathilde’s Experience

Wearing the necklace, Mathilde feels transformed and confident, believing she has finally achieved the

elegance she craves. Her experience at the ball is marked by happiness and admiration, temporarily

fulfilling her materialistic aspirations. However, this moment of joy is short-lived and sets in motion the

chain of events that follow.

The Necklace as a Symbol of Illusion and Deception

Illusion of Wealth

The borrowed necklace allows Mathilde to create an illusion of wealth and sophistication. It serves as

a façade that masks her real social standing. This act of borrowing is an attempt to bridge the gap



between her aspirations and her reality.

Deception and Its Consequences

By borrowing the necklace, Mathilde engages in a form of deception—not only to others but also to

herself. She convinces herself that the necklace is real and valuable, which contributes to her

emotional investment. The illusion of wealth ultimately leads to her downfall when the necklace is lost.

The Loss of the Necklace and Its Role in the Plot

The Necklace Goes Missing

After the ball, Mathilde discovers the necklace is missing. Her frantic efforts to find it introduce tension

and uncertainty into the story. The loss becomes a symbol of the fragility of appearances and the

consequences of valuing superficial beauty over genuine worth.

Mathilde’s Decision to Replace the Necklace

Unable to locate the necklace, Mathilde and her husband decide to replace it, leading to years of

hardship. They purchase an expensive replacement, which impoverishes them. This decision signifies

how a single act—borrowing—can spiral into long-term consequences.

The Resolution: Irony and its Impact on the Plot



The Revelation of the Necklace’s Falsehood

The story’s climax reveals that the necklace Mathilde borrowed was fake—costing only a fraction of

what they paid to replace it. This ironic twist underscores the futility of Mathilde’s vanity and her

misplaced values.

The Effect of the Borrowing on the Plot’s Resolution

The act of borrowing the necklace is the fulcrum of the entire story. It directly causes the financial ruin

and the subsequent transformation of Mathilde’s life. Her realization that her sacrifices were based on

a false symbol of wealth adds poignancy and depth to the resolution.

How Borrowing Shapes the Themes and Moral of the Story

The Theme of Illusion versus Reality

Mathilde’s borrowing of the necklace exemplifies how illusions of wealth and beauty can lead to tragic

consequences. The story warns against valuing appearances over substance, emphasizing that

superficial pursuits often result in suffering.

The Moral Lesson and the Role of the Act of Borrowing

The act of borrowing, seemingly innocuous, becomes a moral lesson about the dangers of vanity and

materialism. It illustrates how short-term desires can have long-term costs, shaping the story’s moral

resolution.



Summary: The Effect of Mathilde’s Borrowing on the Plot and

Resolution

In conclusion, Mathilde’s borrowing of the necklace is not a mere plot device but a catalyst that

propels the entire narrative toward its tragic conclusion. It embodies her vanity and desire for wealth,

sets the stage for her downfall, and underscores the story’s central themes. The act’s

consequences—loss, hardship, and ultimately, enlightenment—are directly tied to this seemingly minor

decision. The irony of the necklace’s falsehood amplifies the story’s moral, illustrating how superficial

pursuits can lead to irreversible consequences. Therefore, Mathilde’s decision to borrow the necklace

is integral to understanding the plot’s progression and its poignant resolution, serving as a powerful

reminder of the perils of valuing appearances over reality.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Mathilde's decision to borrow the necklace influence the

story's outcome?

Her decision sets the entire plot in motion, leading to her loss of the necklace and the subsequent

hardships, which ultimately resolve in her realization of her vanity and the true value of honesty.

In what way does Mathilde's borrowing of the necklace serve as a

turning point in the story?

It marks the shift from her superficial desires to the harsh reality of her consequences, highlighting the

story's moral and contributing to the resolution.

Does Mathilde's borrowing of the necklace directly cause her financial



downfall?

Yes, because the loss of the necklace leads her to replace it with a costly loan, plunging her into debt

and hardship, which are central to the story’s resolution.

How does the act of borrowing the necklace reflect Mathilde's

character traits and influence the plot's resolution?

Her vanity and desire to appear wealthy drive her to borrow the necklace, which ultimately leads to her

downfall and the story’s moral lesson in the resolution.

What role does the borrowed necklace play in highlighting the story's

themes?

It emphasizes themes of superficiality, materialism, and the consequences of vanity, culminating in the

resolution where Mathilde learns the importance of honesty and humility.

How would the story change if Mathilde had not borrowed the

necklace?

Without borrowing it, she might not have lost it or faced the subsequent hardships, potentially altering

the resolution and moral lesson of the story.

In what way does Mathilde's borrowing of the necklace serve as a

commentary on societal values?

It critiques superficial social status and material obsession, with her borrowing symbolizing the desire

to appear wealthy, which ultimately leads to her downfall and resolution.

Does the act of borrowing the necklace contribute to the story’s moral



at the end?

Yes, it underscores the dangers of vanity and dishonest pursuits, reinforcing the moral lesson revealed

in the story’s resolution.

How does Mathilde's borrowing of the necklace exemplify the story’s

resolution theme of misunderstanding and regret?

Her belief that the necklace is expensive fuels her vanity, and losing it causes regret and hardship,

which are central to the story’s resolution and moral understanding.
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The short story "The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant explores themes of vanity, pride, greed, and

the illusions of wealth. Central to its plot is Mathilde Loisel’s decision to borrow a necklace, a choice

that ultimately triggers the story’s tragic resolution. This act, seemingly minor at first glance, sets in

motion a series of events that profoundly influence the trajectory of the narrative and its ultimate

message. Understanding the effect of Mathilde's borrowing of the necklace reveals deeper insights into

the story’s themes, character development, and moral lesson.

---

Introduction to the Plot and the Role of the Necklace

Before delving into the specific impact of Mathilde’s borrowing, it is essential to understand the context

within the story. Mathilde Loisel is depicted as a woman of modest means who yearns for luxury and



high society. Her dissatisfaction with her social status propels her to desire glamorous possessions,

particularly an expensive-looking necklace she believes will elevate her stature at a ball. When she

borrows the necklace from her friend Madame Forestier, it symbolizes her longing to appear wealthy

and admired.

This act of borrowing becomes a pivotal plot device, as it initiates the chain of events leading to her

downfall. The necklace’s significance extends beyond mere jewelry; it embodies the illusions of wealth

and the societal pressures that influence her actions.

---

The Borrowing of the Necklace as a Catalyst for the Plot

The Illusion of Wealth and Status

Mathilde’s decision to borrow the necklace reflects her desire to project an image of elegance and

sophistication. She perceives the necklace as a key to social acceptance, illustrating her obsession

with appearances. This act reveals her longing to escape her humble reality and attain the glamour of

high society, which she perceives as the pinnacle of happiness.

The Material Symbolism and Its Consequences

The necklace acts as a symbol of materialism and societal values that prioritize outward appearances

over authentic worth. By borrowing it, Mathilde temporarily enters a world of luxury, but this illusion is

fragile. The necklace’s role underscores how superficial pursuits can lead to real suffering when they

are based on false ideals.



The Immediate Impact on the Narrative Arc

The act of borrowing the necklace propels the story forward, as Mathilde’s decision to attend the ball

sets the stage for the climax. Her transformation from a dissatisfied wife into a glamorous socialite,

thanks to the necklace, embodies her aspirations. However, this act also introduces

vulnerability—losing the necklace would have dire repercussions, which is precisely what unfolds.

---

The Effect of Borrowing The Necklace on the Plot’s

Development

Triggering the Central Conflict

The core of the story’s conflict arises when Mathilde loses the necklace after the ball. This event is

directly linked to her decision to borrow, as it was an essential part of her appearance that evening.

The loss creates a crisis that compels her to replace the necklace, leading her into years of hardship.

Setting the Stage for the Moral Dilemma

Mathilde and her husband decide to replace the necklace without realizing it is costume jewelry, not

real diamonds. This mistake results in them taking on enormous debt, which they spend a decade

repaying. The decision to borrow triggers this moral dilemma—should they confess or accept the

burden? Maupassant uses this situation to explore themes of honesty, pride, and the consequences of

superficial values.



The Transformation of Mathilde’s Character

Throughout her years of hardship, Mathilde’s character transforms from a vain woman obsessed with

appearances to a humble individual who endures suffering with resilience. The borrowed necklace’s

loss is the turning point that prompts her growth, albeit through suffering. Without her initial act of

borrowing, this transformation and the subsequent moral reflections would not occur.

---

The Necklace as a Symbol and Its Role in the Resolution

The Necklace as a Symbol of Illusion and Self-Deception

The necklace’s significance extends beyond its physical presence; it symbolizes the false allure of

wealth and societal approval. Mathilde’s belief that she needs expensive jewelry to be beautiful and

admired reveals her misguided values. The necklace becomes a physical manifestation of her illusions,

which are shattered when she learns it was fake.

The Irony and the Story’s Twist Ending

The story’s resolution hinges on a dramatic irony—the reader learns that the necklace was artificial,

and the entire decade of hardship could have been avoided if Mathilde had been truthful. The act of

borrowing, which initially seemed a small gesture, culminates in her tragic realization and the story’s

famous twist ending.



The Moral and Thematic Resolution

The story concludes with the moral that vanity and superficiality can lead to ruin. Mathilde’s borrowing

of the necklace set into motion events that destroyed her life, emphasizing the destructive power of

pride and materialism. The resolution underscores that valuing appearances over reality is ultimately

futile and self-destructive.

---

Broader Implications of Mathilde’s Borrowing on the Plot’s

Resolution

The Role of Choices and Consequences

Mathilde’s decision to borrow the necklace exemplifies how choices rooted in superficial desires can

have far-reaching consequences. Her act, seemingly innocuous, leads to a decade of hardship,

illustrating the story’s moral about the importance of honesty and authenticity.

The Lesson on Materialism and Societal Pressure

The story critiques societal values that equate worth with wealth and appearance. Mathilde’s borrowing

reflects her desire to conform to these standards, and her downfall serves as a warning against

succumbing to superficial pursuits.



The Impact on the Story’s Ending and Moral Reflection

The resolution reveals that Mathilde’s suffering might have been avoided had she been honest with

Madame Forestier. This highlights the story’s message that integrity and humility are more valuable

than external appearances. The act of borrowing, therefore, is not just a plot device but a moral

catalyst.

---

Conclusion: The Borrowed Necklace as the Linchpin of the

Story’s Message

In summary, Mathilde’s borrowing of the necklace is not merely a narrative detail but the fundamental

catalyst that drives the entire story toward its tragic conclusion. It symbolizes her desire for wealth and

societal approval, triggers the central conflict, and ultimately leads to her downfall. The act’s

repercussions serve as a moral lesson about the dangers of vanity, materialism, and superficial values.

Maupassant’s concise yet profound storytelling demonstrates how a seemingly insignificant decision

can have devastating consequences, making the act of borrowing the necklace the pivotal element that

shapes the plot's resolution and moral core.

---

In essence, Mathilde's act of borrowing the necklace is the key to understanding the story’s

trajectory—from aspiration to downfall—and serves as a powerful commentary on the illusions we chase

and the real costs of superficial pursuits.
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