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Driving through intersections is one of the most common yet potentially hazardous situations on the
road. Properly preparing to turn right involves a series of essential steps to ensure safety for all road
users, including motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists. When approaching an intersection with the
intention to turn right, it is crucial to follow specific procedures: signaling your turn clearly, checking
for bicyclists and other vulnerable road users, and executing the turn safely. This article provides a
comprehensive guide on how to prepare for a right turn at an intersection, emphasizing the
importance of signals and vigilance for bicyclists.

Understanding the Importance of Proper Preparation

Before diving into the specific actions to take, it is vital to understand why proper preparation is
essential. Proper signaling and checking serve multiple purposes:

- Communicating Intentions: Signaling informs other drivers and road users of your intended
movement, reducing the risk of collisions.

- Ensuring Safety: Checking for bicyclists, pedestrians, and other vehicles helps prevent accidents,
especially since these users may be less visible.

- Legal Compliance: Failing to signal or check properly can result in traffic tickets, fines, or increased
liability in case of an accident.

- Promoting Traffic Flow: Properly executed turns help maintain smooth traffic flow and reduce
congestion.

Having this awareness in mind, let's explore the detailed steps involved in preparing to turn right at
an intersection.

Step 1: Recognize the Appropriate Time to Turn

Observe Traffic Signals and Signs

- Look for a green traffic light or a turn arrow indicating your right turn is permitted.
- Be aware of any signs that restrict or prohibit right turns, such as "No Turn on Red" or "Right Turn
Only" signs.



- At some intersections, a red arrow may indicate you must wait before turning.

Assess Traffic Conditions

- Evaluate the flow of traffic approaching the intersection.

- Wait for a safe gap in traffic if there are oncoming vehicles or pedestrians crossing.

- Consider whether there are any emergency vehicles or unusual traffic patterns that require extra
caution.

Step 2: Signal Your Intent to Turn

Activate Your Turn Signal Early

- Use your right turn signal to communicate your intent well before reaching the intersection—ideally
at least 100 feet in advance.

- This early signaling provides ample warning to other drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians of your
upcoming maneuver.

Ensure Your Signal Is Clear and Visible

- Confirm that your signal indicator is functioning correctly.
- Make sure your signal is visible from all directions, especially if you are driving in areas with high
traffic volume or poor lighting conditions.

Step 3: Slow Down and Position Your Vehicle Correctly

Reduce Your Speed

- Gradually slow down as you approach the intersection to give yourself better control and reaction
time.
- Obey posted speed limits and adjust for current conditions such as weather or traffic density.

Position Your Vehicle Appropriately

- Move into the rightmost lane designated for turning, if applicable.
- If there are multiple lanes, choose the lane that best facilitates a safe turn.
- Maintain a position that allows a clear view of the intersection and approaching traffic.



Step 4: Check For Bicyclists and Other Road Users

Perform Visual Checks

- Look to the right and left for bicyclists approaching or already in the intersection.
- Check your mirrors and blind spots for bicyclists traveling alongside or behind your vehicle.
- Be especially cautious of bicyclists who may be moving faster or slower than other traffic.

Watch for Bicyclist Signals and Behavior

- Observe if bicyclists are signaling their intentions or slowing down.
- Be aware that bicyclists may be less predictable, especially in urban environments.

Yield When Necessary

- Always vyield to bicyclists who are in or approaching the crosswalk or intersection.
- Remember that bicyclists have the same rights and responsibilities as other vehicles when on the
road.

Step 5: Scan the Intersection and Pedestrian Crossings

Check for Pedestrians

- Look for pedestrians crossing or waiting to cross at crosswalks.
- Yield to pedestrians before executing your turn if they are in the crosswalk or have the right of way.

Evaluate the Entire Intersection

- Observe the overall traffic situation, including oncoming and cross traffic.
- Determine if other vehicles are preparing to turn or go straight, which might influence your timing.

Step 6: Execute the Turn Safely

Maintain a Controlled Speed

- Continue slowing to a safe, controlled speed—often around 10-15 mph—during the turn.
- Keep your steering smooth to avoid abrupt movements.



Complete the Turn Within the Marked Lane

- Turn into the lane designated for right turns or the lane that aligns with your destination.
- Avoid cutting across multiple lanes or turning too wide.

Stay Alert During and After the Turn

- Watch for bicyclists who may be crossing after you turn.
- Be prepared for any unexpected movements from other drivers, bicyclists, or pedestrians.

Additional Tips for Safe Right Turns at Intersections

Avoid Distractions: Keep your attention on the road; do not use mobile devices or engage in
other distractions.

» Be Patient: Wait for a safe gap and do not rush your turn, especially if visibility is limited.

e Use Proper Lane Positioning: Always turn from the correct lane, and avoid making illegal or
unsafe lane changes just before turning.

e Be Mindful of Bicyclists in Bike Lanes: If a bike lane exists, ensure it is clear before turning,
and yield to bicyclists in the lane.

* Practice Defensive Driving: Assume others may make mistakes and always prepare to react
safely.

Conclusion

Turning right at an intersection is a routine maneuver but one that requires attentiveness, proper
signaling, and vigilance for all other road users, especially bicyclists. By signaling early, checking for
bicyclists and pedestrians, slowing down appropriately, and executing the turn with caution, drivers
can significantly reduce the risk of accidents and promote safer roads for everyone. Remember,
safety is a shared responsibility, and the actions you take as you prepare to turn can make a critical
difference in preventing collisions and ensuring smooth traffic flow. Always stay alert, communicate
clearly, and respect the rights of all users at every intersection.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is signaling your turn important when preparing to turn



right at an intersection?

Signaling your turn alerts other drivers and pedestrians of your intentions, helping to prevent
accidents and ensuring a safe and smooth transition through the intersection.

What should you do after signaling your right turn at an
intersection?

After signaling, you should check for bicyclists and other vehicles, ensure the intersection is clear, and
then proceed with turning when it is safe.

How can checking for bicyclists improve safety when turning
right at an intersection?

Bicyclists may be in your blind spot or not immediately visible; checking for them helps prevent
collisions and ensures everyone’s safety.

When preparing to turn right, what is the proper lane
positioning on most roads?

You should be in the rightmost lane designated for right turns or continuing straight, and signal your
intention early to inform others of your movement.

Are there any specific precautions to take when turning right
at a busy intersection?

Yes, you should reduce your speed, check all mirrors and blind spots, signal your turn early, look out
for pedestrians and bicyclists, and proceed only when it is safe to do so.

Additional Resources
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Turning right at an intersection might seem straightforward, but it requires careful attention and
proper technique to ensure safety for everyone involved. What should you do as you prepare to turn
right at an intersection? Signal your turn, check for bicyclists, and follow a series of essential steps to
navigate the maneuver smoothly and responsibly. This guide will walk you through the critical aspects
of preparing to turn right, emphasizing safety, legal requirements, and best practices for drivers and
cyclists alike.

Understanding the Importance of Proper Preparation

Turning right at an intersection involves more than just steering your vehicle. It's a complex
maneuver that involves communication with other road users, awareness of your surroundings, and



adherence to traffic laws. Proper preparation reduces the risk of accidents, ensures compliance, and
promotes a safe environment for everyone sharing the road.

Step 1: Approaching the Intersection Safely
Maintain a Safe Speed

As you approach an intersection where you plan to turn right, reduce your speed to accommodate the
complexity of the maneuver. Driving at a safe and manageable speed allows you to:

- React promptly to unexpected situations.

- Signal your intentions clearly.

- Make precise movements.

Observe Traffic Signs and Signals

Pay close attention to:

- Stop signs or traffic lights that might require you to stop before turning.
- Right-turn only lanes or markings.

- Yield signs that may be present.

- Pedestrian crossings that could be active.

Understanding the signage helps you prepare appropriately and comply with traffic rules.

Step 2: Signal Your Turn Clearly
Why Signal Is Crucial

Signal your turn well in advance—typically at least 100 feet before the intersection—so other drivers,
bicyclists, and pedestrians can anticipate your intentions. Proper signaling:

- Communicates your intentions clearly.
- Prevents confusion and potential collisions.
- Ensures legal compliance in most jurisdictions.

How to Signal Correctly

- Activate your right turn signal early enough to give sufficient warning.

- Keep the signal on until you have completed the turn.

- Make sure your signal lights are functioning properly.

Additional Signaling Considerations

- If you're in a lane designated solely for turning, ensure you are in the correct lane before activating

your signal.
- Use hand signals if your vehicle’s turn signals are malfunctioning and it is safe to do so.



Step 3: Check for Bicyclists

The Critical Role of Bicyclist Awareness

Bicyclists often share the road with motor vehicles, especially at intersections. They may be less
visible and more vulnerable in the event of a collision. Therefore, checking for bicyclists before
turning right is a crucial safety step.

How to Check for Bicyclists

- Scan the intersection thoroughly, focusing on bicycle lanes, bike boxes, and the shoulder.

- Look for bicycle signals or riders approaching from behind or alongside.

- Use your peripheral vision to detect cyclists who might be in your blind spots.

- Check for bicyclists at the crosswalks or in the bike lane, especially if they are signaling to turn or
are moving quickly.

Specific Situations to Be Vigilant About

- Bicyclists in the bike lane preparing to turn or crossing your path.

- Bicyclists on the sidewalk who might be crossing or turning onto the road.
- Bicyclists approaching from behind in your blind spot.

Step 4: Yield to Bicyclists and Pedestrians
The Law and Best Practice

In most jurisdictions, you are legally required to yield to bicyclists and pedestrians already in the
intersection or crossing your path. Always give them the right of way if they are present.

How to Yield Properly
- Slow down and prepare to stop if necessary.

- Make eye contact with bicyclists or pedestrians to ensure they see you.
- Wait until they have cleared the intersection or crossed safely before completing your turn.

Step 5: Position Your Vehicle Correctly

Lane Positioning

- If turning right from a multi-lane road, stay in the rightmost lane designated for right turns.

- Use the correct lane for your turn, and avoid veering into lanes not intended for your maneuver.

- If there are turning lanes, position yourself properly within the lane before turning.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Crossings



- Stop behind crosswalk lines if pedestrians are crossing.
- Do not encroach on bike lanes or crosswalks until it is safe to do so.

Step 6: Execute the Turn Safely
Final Checks Before Turning

- Confirm that the intersection is clear of moving vehicles, bicyclists, and pedestrians.
- Double-check your mirrors and blind spots.
- Ensure your signal remains active.

Making the Turn

- Steer smoothly into the correct lane of the street you are turning onto.
- Maintain a controlled speed throughout the turn.
- Be prepared to adjust your steering if a bicyclist or pedestrian unexpectedly appears.

Additional Tips for a Safe Right Turn
Be Aware of Special Conditions

- Right-turn-on-red laws: In many areas, you can turn right after stopping at a red light unless signs
prohibit it. Always observe local laws.

- Roundabouts: Yield to circulating traffic and bicyclists before entering.

- Large vehicles: Give extra space and be aware of blind spots.

Use Mirrors Effectively

Regularly check your mirrors during approach and execution of the turn to stay aware of the
surroundings.

Avoid Distractions

Stay focused; avoid using mobile devices or engaging in activities that divert your attention from the
intersection.

Summary Checklist: Preparing to Turn Right at an Intersection

- Reduce your speed and position your vehicle correctly.

- Observe and obey traffic signs and signals.

- Signal your turn early and clearly.

- Check for bicyclists and pedestrians in all directions.

- Yield to bicyclists and pedestrians already in the intersection.
- Make eye contact if possible to confirm awareness.

- Position your vehicle in the correct lane.



- Execute the turn smoothly and cautiously.
- Continue to monitor your surroundings during and after the turn.

Final Thoughts

Turning right at an intersection is a routine maneuver but one that demands vigilance, proper
signaling, and courteous awareness of other road users. What should you do as you prepare to turn
right at an intersection? Signal your turn, check for bicyclists, and follow the outlined steps to ensure
a safe and smooth transition. Remember, patience and attentiveness save lives—always prioritize
safety for yourself and others as you navigate the roads.
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