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The history of military rule in Argentina, particularly during the period known as the "Dirty War"
(1976-1983), is marked by widespread human rights violations against those who opposed or were
perceived as threats to the regime. The military dictatorship, led by a junta composed of Army, Navy, and
Air Force officers, employed brutal measures to silence dissent and consolidate power. This article explores
in detail what military leaders in Argentina did to people who disagreed with their policies, including
tactics such as forced disappearances, torture, censorship, and other oppressive strategies. Understanding
these historical actions is essential for recognizing the importance of human rights and the consequences of

authoritarian rule.

Background: Argentina’s Military Coup and Its Context

The Rise of the Military Regime

In March 1976, Argentina experienced a military coup that ousted the democratically elected government
of Isabel Perén. This marked the beginning of a harsh authoritarian regime characterized by repression and
violence. The military leaders justified their actions as necessary to combat terrorism, leftist insurgencies,

and social chaos, but their methods soon became notorious for their brutality.

The Goals of the Military Leaders

The primary goals of the military leadership were:

- Restoring order and stability

- Eliminating perceived threats from political opponents

- Maintaining control over all aspects of Argentine society

- Suppressing dissent and opposition

Achieving these objectives involved suppressing political activism, free speech, and any opposition to the

regime’s policies.



Methods Used by Argentine Military Leaders Against Dissenters

The military dictatorship engaged in a range of oppressive tactics to deal with individuals who opposed or
criticized their policies. These methods included, but were not limited to, enforced disappearances, torture,

censorship, and extrajudicial killings.

Forced Disappearances and "Desaparecidos”

One of the most notorious tactics used by the Argentine military was the systematic practice of forced
disappearances. Thousands of people who were suspected of opposing the regime were abducted by
security forces without due process. These individuals, known as "desaparecidos” (disappeared persons),

were often taken to clandestine detention center

Frequently Asked Questions

What actions did Argentine military leaders take against individuals who
opposed their policies?

They often detained, disappeared, or persecuted those who disagreed with their policies, violating human

rights and suppressing dissent.

How did the Argentine military regime treat political opponents during

their rule?

The regime used violence, imprisonment, and forced disappearances against political opponents to maintain

control.

Were there any specific policies targeting dissenters by Argentine
military leaders?

Yes, they implemented a systematic campaign of repression, including kidnapping and torturing

individuals suspected of opposing the government.



What was the international community's response to the actions of

Argentine military leaders against dissenters?

Many countries and human rights organizations condemned the abuses, calling for accountability and justice

for victims.

Did Argentine military leaders face consequences for their treatment of

dissenters?

Some leaders were later prosecuted and held accountable for human rights violations committed during

their rule.

How did the actions of Argentine military leaders impact civil liberties
during their regime?

Civil liberties were severely restricted, with widespread censorship, suppression of political activity, and

intimidation of citizens.

‘What role did fear and repression play in Argentine society under
military rule?

Fear was used as a tool to silence opposition, leading to a climate of repression and widespread human rights

abuses.

In what ways did Argentine military leaders justify their treatment of

dissenters?

They claimed they were defending national security and stability, often framing dissent as a threat to the

state.

Additional Resources
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The question of how Argentine military leaders treated dissenters during periods of authoritarian rule
remains a poignant and critical topic in the study of human rights, political repression, and state violence.
The history of military interventions in Argentina, especially during the period known as the “Dirty War”
(Guerra Sucia) from 1976 to 1983, is marked by widespread human rights abuses committed against

individuals and groups perceived as threats to the regime’s stability. Understanding what military leaders



did to those who opposed their policies requires an exploration of the broader context of military rule, the

mechanisms of repression employed, and the long-term implications for Argentine society.

This article aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the methods and policies enacted by Argentine
military leaders against dissenters, aiming to answer the question: Which best describes what military
leaders in Argentina did to people who disagreed with their policies? The discussion will be structured into
several key sections, including an overview of the political context, the mechanisms of repression, the

treatment of dissenters, and the legacy of these actions.

Historical Context of Military Rule in Argentina

The Argentine military has a long history of intervening in civilian government, with notable coups
occurring in 1955, 1962, 1966, and most notably in 1976. The last of these, the 1976 coup, ushered in a brutal
military dictatorship that lasted until 1983. The military justified their actions as necessary to combat leftist
insurgency, terrorism, and social unrest, but their methods often extended far beyond legitimate security

measures.
During this period, the government suspended political freedoms, dissolved Congress, censored the press,

and initiated a campaign of systematic repression against perceived enemies, including political opponents,

suspected guerrillas, students, journalists, trade unionists, academics, and human rights activists.

Mechanisms of Repression Employed by Military Leaders

The Argentine military dictatorship employed a variety of tactics to suppress dissent and eliminate

opposition. These ranged from legal measures to outright violence, and included:

1. Detentions and Disappearances

One of the most notorious features of the regime was the policy of desaparecidos (the disappeared). T
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