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Chapter 10 Frankenstein: The Creature Uses Threats To Try To Control Victor. Do You
Think That The Creature is a pivotal moment in Mary Shelley's classic novel, marking a dramatic
escalation in the creature’s tactics to influence Victor Frankenstein. This chapter reveals the
creature's growing assertiveness and desperation, as he begins to employ threats and intimidation in
his pursuit of acknowledgment and justice. Exploring this chapter offers a profound insight into the
complex psychology of both the creature and Victor, and raises important questions about morality,
responsibility, and the consequences of unchecked scientific ambition.

The Context of Chapter 10 in Frankenstein

Setting and Background
Chapter 10 occurs after the creature’s initial encounters with Victor, where the creature seeks
understanding and companionship. Frustrated by Victor’s refusal to listen or assist him, the creature’s
tone and tactics shift markedly in this chapter. The setting is crucial, as it underscores the creature’s
isolation and desperation, which drive his increasingly aggressive behavior.

The Creature’s Motivations
The creature’s primary motivation is to gain recognition as a sentient being and to secure a form of
justice for his suffering. His threats are not born of inherent evil but are responses to the neglect and
cruelty he has endured. This chapter exemplifies how his feelings of abandonment and betrayal lead
him to adopt hostile tactics, including threats, to compel Victor to listen.

Analysis of the Creature’s Use of Threats

The Nature of the Threats
In Chapter 10, the creature employs a combination of verbal threats and ominous promises to exert
pressure on Victor. His threats include:

Warning Victor of the consequences if he continues to refuse communication.

Vowing to cause destruction and misery if his demands are not met.

Implying that violence is inevitable if Victor does not take responsibility.

These threats serve as a means of emotional manipulation, aiming to elicit guilt or fear in Victor.



The Creature’s Rationale
The creature justifies his threats by asserting his suffering and loneliness. He believes that only
through intimidation can he force Victor to acknowledge his existence and perhaps accept him as a
fellow being. The threats are thus strategic, designed to bypass Victor’s moral resistance and compel
him to act.

Victor’s Response and Its Implications

Victor’s Reaction to the Threats
Victor’s response to the creature’s threats is complex. Initially, he is horrified and repulsed by the
creature’s hostility. However, he also feels a mixture of guilt, fear, and curiosity. Victor recognizes
that the creature’s threats stem from deep pain and despair, but he remains reluctant to engage with
the creature on the creature’s terms.

The Ethical Dilemma
This chapter raises significant ethical questions:

Should Victor engage with the creature to prevent harm, or does doing so legitimize the
creature’s threatening behavior?

Is the creature justified in using threats, given his suffering and societal rejection?

What responsibilities does Victor hold as the creator of the creature?

These questions underscore the novel’s exploration of moral responsibility and the consequences of
neglecting one’s creations.

The Themes Explored in Chapter 10

Power and Control
The creature’s threats highlight a struggle for power—he seeks to control Victor’s actions through
intimidation. This dynamic reflects broader themes of dominance and submission, illustrating how
desperation can lead to the use of force.

Isolation and Desperation
Both Victor and the creature are isolated figures. The creature’s threats are fueled by his loneliness
and desire for acknowledgment, revealing how social rejection can push individuals toward aggressive
tactics.



Responsibility and Guilt
Victor’s failure to take responsibility for his creation is a key theme. The creature’s threats serve as a
mirror to Victor’s neglect and moral failure, emphasizing the importance of accountability.

The Significance of Chapter 10 in the Overall Narrative

Turning Point in the Plot
This chapter marks a turning point where the creature actively seeks to influence Victor through
threats, signaling a shift from passive rejection to active confrontation. It foreshadows the tragic
events that follow, including violence and revenge.

Character Development
The chapter deepens our understanding of the creature’s psyche, revealing his capacity for strategic
thinking and emotional pain. It also exposes Victor’s reluctance and moral dilemma, highlighting his
internal conflict.

Foreshadowing Future Events
The threats and confrontations in Chapter 10 set the stage for subsequent acts of violence,
emphasizing the destructive cycle initiated by neglect and misunderstanding.

Do You Think That The Creature’s Threats Are
Justified?

Arguments Supporting Justification
Some readers argue that the creature’s threats are justified due to:

His profound suffering and rejection by society.

The neglect and abandonment by Victor, his creator.

The creature’s desire for recognition and companionship, which he perceives as a right.

From this perspective, the creature’s threats are a desperate cry for justice and acknowledgment.

Arguments Against Justification
Others contend that threats and violence are unjustifiable, regardless of circumstances, because:



They escalate conflict and lead to further suffering.

Violence undermines moral responsibility and can cause innocent harm.

Dialogue and understanding are preferable to threats and intimidation.

This view emphasizes the importance of moral restraint and the dangers of resorting to force.

Conclusion: The Moral Complexity of the Creature’s
Actions
Chapter 10 of Frankenstein vividly illustrates the complexities of morality, responsibility, and human
emotion. The creature’s use of threats reflects his deep despair and desire for acknowledgment, but it
also underscores the destructive consequences of neglect and moral failure. Whether justified or not,
his actions serve as a cautionary tale about the importance of compassion and responsibility in
creation and relationships.

This chapter challenges readers to consider the profound impacts of abandonment and the ethical
responsibilities that come with creation and innovation. It invites reflection on how society should
treat those who are marginalized and how communication can sometimes be replaced by threats
when empathy fails. Ultimately, Chapter 10 enriches the novel’s exploration of the dark side of human
and creaturely nature, making it a compelling and thought-provoking read.

Frequently Asked Questions

What motivates the creature to threaten Victor in Chapter 10?
The creature feels abandoned and desperate for recognition and sympathy, leading him to use
threats to manipulate Victor into listening to his demands and understand his suffering.

How does the creature's use of threats reflect his intelligence
and emotional state?
The threats demonstrate that the creature is highly intelligent and capable of complex emotions like
anger, frustration, and despair, which he uses to exert control over Victor and express his pain.

Do you think the creature's threats are justified given his
treatment by Victor?
Many readers view the creature's threats as a response to the cruelty and neglect he has endured,
making them understandable as a plea for acknowledgment rather than outright maliciousness.



How does Victor initially react to the creature's threats in
Chapter 10?
Victor is initially overwhelmed and frightened by the creature's threats, but he also becomes
increasingly curious and conflicted about the creature's motives and feelings.

What does the creature hope to achieve by threatening
Victor?
The creature aims to force Victor to listen to his story, understand his suffering, and perhaps
persuade him to create a companion or take responsibility for his actions.

In what ways does the creature's use of threats influence the
development of the plot?
The threats escalate the tension between creator and creature, leading to confrontations that drive
the narrative forward and highlight themes of revenge, responsibility, and moral responsibility.

Do you think the creature's threats are effective in controlling
Victor? Why or why not?
The threats are somewhat effective as they prompt Victor to listen and engage, but ultimately, they
also reveal the creature's desperation and inability to fully control the situation, reflecting the
complex power dynamics.

How does the creature's behavior in Chapter 10 challenge
traditional notions of villainy?
The creature's threats are born out of pain and a desire for connection, challenging the idea that he is
simply evil and prompting readers to consider his actions in the context of his suffering.

What moral dilemmas are raised by the creature's threats to
Victor?
The threats raise questions about justice, mercy, and responsibility—whether the creature's actions
are justified or if they reflect a deeper failure on Victor's part to care for his creation.

Additional Resources
Chapter 10 of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein marks a pivotal turning point where the Creature, in a
moment of desperation and rage, employs threats to exert control over Victor Frankenstein. This
chapter delves into the complex psychology of the Creature, the themes of power and manipulation,
and the moral dilemmas faced by both characters. As the narrative unfolds, it becomes clear that the
Creature’s threats are not mere acts of vengeance but strategic attempts to influence Victor’s
actions, revealing profound insights into its psyche and the novel’s overarching themes of
responsibility, creator-creation dynamics, and the destructive potential of neglect.



---

Understanding the Context: The Creature’s Rise to
Confrontation

The Creature’s Abandonment and Its Psychological Impact
In Chapter 10, Victor Frankenstein narrates his harrowing encounter with the Creature in the
wilderness. The Creature’s initial reaction to its own existence is one of confusion, despair, and anger,
primarily rooted in the profound sense of abandonment and rejection by its creator. This
abandonment fuels the Creature’s desire for understanding and, ultimately, revenge. The Creature’s
experiences of social alienation and the brutality it faces from humans deepen its bitterness, setting
the stage for its confrontational tactics.

The Creature’s Discovery of Its Origins and Self-Awareness
During the chapter, the Creature reflects on its origins, recognizing itself as a being created by Victor
but fundamentally isolated from society. Its awareness of its own grotesque form and the rejection it
faces from humans contribute to a sense of powerlessness. This internal conflict—between a desire
for companionship and an understanding of its own monstrosity—drives the Creature to seek control
over Victor, who embodies its creator and, by extension, its source of hope and despair.

---

The Creature’s Use of Threats: A Strategic Move for
Control

Threats as a Means of Psychological Warfare
The Creature employs threats not merely as expressions of anger but as calculated strategies to
manipulate Victor. Recognizing his own vulnerability and the emotional attachment Victor has to his
family and friends, the Creature aims to leverage this to influence Victor’s decisions. By threatening
to inflict harm on Victor’s loved ones, the Creature attempts to shift the power dynamic from one of
helplessness to one of intimidation.

Examples of Threatening Language and Its Significance
The Creature’s language is laced with menace and forewarning. For instance, it declares that it will be
with Victor on his wedding night, an ominous promise designed to instill fear. This move demonstrates
the Creature’s understanding of human psychology—knowing that threats to loved ones are among
the most effective means to provoke action. It also reveals the Creature’s awareness of Victor’s deep-
seated guilt and remorse, which it seeks to exploit.



The Ethical and Moral Implications of Using Threats
The Creature’s threats raise profound ethical questions. Is it justified for the Creature to threaten
violence to achieve its ends? Does it have any moral agency, or is it simply acting out of instinct and
pain? Shelley's narrative prompts readers to consider whether the Creature’s actions are born out of
malicious intent or a desperate plea for recognition and empathy. The threats underscore the tragic
cycle of neglect, where the creature’s pain and anger culminate in destructive behaviors.

---

Analyzing the Creature’s Psychological State and
Motivations

The Creature’s Desire for Control and Revenge
The threats reveal a creature that craves agency in a world that has denied it acceptance. Its use of
intimidation is an attempt to regain a sense of power. The Creature’s motivation is rooted in a
profound sense of injustice—created, then abandoned, and later vilified. This combination of feelings
fuels its desire to assert dominance over Victor, who holds the key to its fate.

The Role of Fear and Desperation
The Creature’s threats are also born of fear—fear of oblivion, of being forever alone, and of the
consequences of its existence. Its desperation is palpable; it believes that only through control or
vengeance can it find any semblance of purpose or acknowledgment. The threats serve as a mirror to
its internal turmoil, illustrating how pain and suffering can distort one’s sense of morality.

The Creature’s Understanding of Power Dynamics
Throughout Chapter 10, the Creature demonstrates an acute awareness of power relations.
Recognizing Victor’s emotional vulnerabilities, it manipulates these to serve its own ends. This
strategic use of threats highlights the creature’s intelligence and capacity for psychological warfare,
challenging the reader to reconsider notions of innocence and monstrosity.

---

Victor Frankenstein’s Response and Moral Dilemmas

Victor’s Reaction to Threats
Victor’s response to the Creature’s threats is marked by fear, guilt, and a sense of helplessness. He
perceives the Creature as a formidable and cunning adversary capable of violence, which intensifies
his internal conflict. Victor’s inability to confront or reason with the Creature underscores his moral



failure—his neglect has led to this dangerous confrontation.

The Ethical Responsibility of the Creator
The chapter raises critical questions about the moral responsibilities of creators toward their
creations. Victor’s initial abandonment of the Creature is a central factor that led to the creature’s
vengeful stance. Shelley's narrative invites reflection on whether Victor bears moral culpability for the
threats and violence that follow, emphasizing that neglect can have catastrophic consequences.

The Consequences of Power and Control
The dynamic between Victor and the Creature exemplifies the destructive potential when power is
wielded irresponsibly. The Creature’s threats are a desperate bid for control, but they also threaten to
escalate violence and tragedy. The chapter underscores how the pursuit of power—whether through
threats or other means—can spiral into irreversible consequences.

---

Broader Themes and Literary Significance

The Tragedy of Creator and Creation
Chapter 10 explores the tragic fallout when a creator fails to assume responsibility for their creation.
The threats symbolize the culmination of this neglect, illustrating how abandonment and lack of
empathy can lead to destructive behaviors. Shelley's portrayal of this relationship underscores the
importance of moral and ethical accountability.

The Monstrous and the Human
By employing threats, the Creature blurs the line between monstrosity and humanity. Its strategic
manipulation reveals a complex being capable of intelligence and emotional depth, challenging
simplistic notions of what it means to be a monster. Shelley invites readers to see the Creature as a
reflection of human flaws—pride, vengeance, and loneliness.

The Power of Words and Threats in Literature
Shelley’s depiction of threats as a tool of control highlights the potency of language in shaping human
relationships and conflicts. The threats serve as a narrative device to heighten tension and
foreshadow subsequent violence, illustrating how words—especially threatening ones—can wield
immense influence.

---



Conclusion: The Significance of Threats in the
Narrative Arc

Chapter 10 of Frankenstein stands as a critical juncture where the Creature’s threats serve as a mirror
to its internal anguish and a weapon in its quest for control. These threats reveal the depth of the
Creature’s suffering, its strategic intelligence, and the tragic consequences of neglect and moral
failure. The chapter challenges readers to reflect on themes of responsibility, power, and the human
capacity for cruelty and compassion. Ultimately, Shelley masterfully demonstrates that the line
between monster and human is often blurred by the choices individuals make—highlighted poignantly
through the Creature’s calculated threats to Victor Frankenstein. This chapter not only advances the
plot but also deepens the moral and philosophical questions that underpin the entire narrative,
making it a compelling study of the destructive potential of neglect and the complex nature of
monstrosity.
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