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Complete The Following Sentences With: Qui, Que, Quoi, Quel, Quelle, Quelles, Lequel, Laquelle,

Lesquelles, is a common instruction for students learning French grammar, especially when mastering

the use of relative pronouns and interrogative words. These words are essential in constructing

complex sentences, asking questions, and providing detailed descriptions. Understanding their proper

application not only enhances your grammatical accuracy but also enables more nuanced and

sophisticated communication in French. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore each of these

pronouns and words, their functions, differences, and usage in various contexts, supported by

examples and tips for mastering their application.

Understanding the Basic Pronouns and Question Words

Before diving into detailed explanations, it’s crucial to recognize that the words listed—qui, que, quoi,

quel, quelle, qulles, lequel, laquelle, lesquelles—serve different roles in French syntax. They are

primarily used as interrogative words (to ask questions) or as relative pronouns (to connect clauses).

Here is a quick overview:

- Qui: Who or whom

- Que / Quoi: What

- Quel / Quelle / Quelles: Which / What (used to specify or choose among options)

- Lequel / Laquelle / Lesquelles: Which one(s) (used to specify among a set of options, often after

prepositions)

Let’s analyze each in detail.



Interrogative Words: Asking Questions Clearly

Qui – Asking About People

Qui is used to inquire about a person or people. It translates to “who” or “whom” in English,

depending on its grammatical role in the sentence.

Examples:

- Qui est là ? (Who is there?)

- Qui a appelé ? (Who called?)

- Avec qui vas-tu au cinéma ? (With whom are you going to the movies?)

Tip: When “qui” is the subject of the sentence, it is followed by a verb conjugated accordingly.

Que / Quoi – Asking About Things

Que and quoi both mean “what,” but their usage depends on their position and grammatical context.

- Que is generally used before a subject or a verb, often at the beginning of a question.

- Quoi is used at the end of a question or after a preposition.

Examples:

- Que fais-tu ? (What are you doing?)

- Tu fais quoi ? (What are you doing? informal)

- Tu parles de quoi ? (What are you talking about?)

- C’est quoi ? (What is it?)

Difference:



“Que” is more formal and used directly before the verb, while “quoi” is informal or used after

prepositions.

Quel / Quelle / Quelles – Choosing Among Options

These words translate to “which” or “what” when selecting or specifying from a known set or

category.

- Quel (masculine singular): Quel livre veux-tu ? (Which book do you want?)

- Quelle (feminine singular): Quelle robe préfères-tu ? (Which dress do you prefer?)

- Quelles (feminine plural): Quelles chansons aimes-tu ? (Which songs do you like?)

Tip: These words agree in gender and number with the noun they modify.

Using Lesquels, Laquelle, and Lesquelles: Precision in Choice

Lequel / Laquelle / Lesquelles – Referring to Specific Items

These are more precise forms used to specify one or more items among a known set, often after

prepositions.

- Lequel (masculine singular): Tu choisis entre deux options. Lequel prends-tu ? (You’re choosing

between two options. Which one do you take?)

- Laquelle (feminine singular): Laquelle de ces robes préfères-tu ? (Which one of these dresses do you

prefer?)

- Lesquelles (feminine plural): Lesquelles de ces voitures sont électriques ? (Which ones of these cars

are electric?)



Usage Tip: They are often used with prepositions like “de,” “sur,” “avec,” etc.

Practical Examples and Usage Tips

Understanding the application of these words in context is vital. Here are practical examples illustrating

their correct usage:

Je ne sais pas qui a laissé ce message. (I don’t know who left this message.)

Tu veux quand partir ? (When do you want to leave?) — note that “quand” is a different question

word.

Voici les livres que j’ai achetés. (Here are the books that I bought.)

Je cherche quel film regarder ce soir. (I am looking for which film to watch tonight.)

Elle a choisi laquelle des options convient le mieux. (She chose which of the options suits best.)

Parmi ces stylos, lesquels préférez-vous ? (Among these pens, which ones do you prefer?)

Key Tips for Mastery:

- Always match the gender and number of “quel,” “quelle,” “lesquels,” etc., with the noun they refer

to.

- Use “qui” when asking about the subject performing an action.

- Use “que” when asking about the object of the action.

- Use “lequel” and its variants when choosing among specific options, especially after prepositions.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

Even experienced learners make errors with these words. Here are some pitfalls to watch out for:

Confusing “qui” and “que”: Remember, “qui” is used as the subject, “que” as the object.

Using “quoi” instead of “que” at the beginning of a question: “Que” is more formal and correct

in written French.

Not matching gender and number: For example, using “quel” (masculine singular) with a

feminine noun.

Overusing “lequel” without prepositions: “Lequel” is typically used with prepositions like “de,”

“sur,” “avec,” etc.

Summary Table of Usage

| Word | Function | Example |

|---|---|---|

| Qui | Who / Whom (subject) | Qui est là ? |

| Que | What (direct object) | Que fais-tu ? |

| Quoi | What (after preposition or informal) | Tu parles de quoi ? |

| Quel / Quelle | Which / What (choice) | Quel livre ? / Quelle robe ? |

| Quelles | Which (plural feminine) | Quelles chansons ? |

| Lequel / Laquelle | Which one (specific choice) | Lequel prends-tu ? / Laquelle est la tienne ? |

| Lesquelles | Which ones | Lesquelles sont disponibles ? |



Conclusion

Mastering the correct use of qui, que, quoi, quel, quelle, qulles, lequel, laquelle, lesquelles is crucial for

effective communication in French. These words allow you to craft precise questions, connect

descriptive clauses, and specify options among various items. By understanding their grammatical

roles, matching gender and number, and practicing with real-life examples, you will significantly

improve your fluency and clarity in French.

Remember, consistent practice and exposure to authentic French texts and conversations will reinforce

your understanding. Use these words confidently, and you'll find yourself constructing more complex

and polished sentences with ease. Whether you’re asking questions, describing objects, or choosing

between options, mastering these words is a vital step toward fluency.

Frequently Asked Questions

Comment choisir entre 'qui' et 'que' dans une phrase ?

'Qui' est utilisé comme sujet de la proposition, tandis que 'que' est utilisé comme complément d'objet

direct.

Dans cette phrase incomplète : 'La personne ___ a appelé est mon

ami.', quel mot faut-il utiliser ?

Il faut utiliser 'qui' : 'La personne qui a appelé est mon ami.'

Complétez la phrase : 'Je ne sais pas ___ il parle.'

Il faut utiliser 'de quoi' ou reformuler, mais si on veut utiliser un pronom relatif, on pourrait dire : 'Je ne

sais pas de quoi il parle.'



Quand doit-on utiliser 'quel' ou 'quelle' ?

'Quel' (masculin) et 'Quelle' (féminin) sont utilisés pour poser des questions sur un choix ou une

identification, comme dans 'Quel livre lis-tu ?' ou 'Quelle robe préfères-tu ?'.

Complétez : '___ est la meilleure solution ?' en utilisant le mot

interrogatif approprié.

'Quelle' : 'Quelle est la meilleure solution ?'

Quelle est la différence entre 'lesquels' et 'lesquelles' ?

'Lesquels' est utilisé pour désigner des éléments masculins ou mixtes, et 'lesquelles' pour des

éléments féminins, tous au pluriel.

Dans la phrase : 'Voici les livres ___ tu parlais.', quel pronom relatif

faut-il utiliser ?

Il faut utiliser 'que' : 'Voici les livres que tu parlais.'

Complétez : 'C'est la question ___ je me pose souvent.'

Il faut utiliser 'quand' ou reformuler, mais pour le pronom relatif, on pourrait dire : 'C'est la question que

je me pose souvent.'

Additional Resources

Complete The Following Sentences With: Qui, Que, Quoi, Quel, Quelle, Quelles, Lequel, Laquelle,

Lesquelles,

---



Introduction

French, often celebrated for its elegance and precision, employs a rich array of relative pronouns and

interrogative words that serve to connect ideas, ask questions, and specify details within sentences.

Among these, qui, que, quoi, quel, quelle, quelles, lequel, laquelle, and lesquelles are fundamental

tools for both writers and speakers seeking clarity, specificity, and nuance. Mastering their correct

usage is essential for anyone aiming to communicate effectively in French, whether in formal writing,

casual conversation, or literary expression.

This article offers an in-depth exploration of these words, providing comprehensive explanations,

contextual examples, and analytical insights into their functions, distinctions, and application rules. By

understanding the subtle differences among these pronouns and interrogatives, learners can enhance

their proficiency and confidence in constructing precise, sophisticated sentences in French.

---

1. The Role of Relative Pronouns and Interrogative Words in French

Before delving into each specific word, it is crucial to understand their overarching roles.

1.1. Relative Pronouns

Relative pronouns link dependent clauses to main clauses, providing additional information about a

noun. In French, qui, que, lequel, laquelle, lesquelles, and lesquels function as relative pronouns.

1.2. Interrogative Words

Interrogative words are used to formulate questions, seeking information. Qui, que, quoi, quel, quelle,

quelles serve this purpose in various contexts.

The dual roles of these words—sometimes as relative pronouns, sometimes as interrogatives—depend



on their placement and the structure of the sentence.

---

2. The Interrogative Words: Qui, Que, Quoi, Quel, Quelle, Quelles

Let's systematically analyze the interrogative words, which are primarily used to ask questions.

2.1. Qui

2.1.1. Usage

- Qui is used to ask who or whom when referring to people.

- It functions as the subject of a question.

2.1.2. Examples

- Qui a appelé ce matin ? (Who called this morning?)

- Qui est votre professeur ? (Who is your teacher?)

2.1.3. Notes

- When qui is the subject, it is followed by the verb directly.

- When asking about the object, qui can be part of a more complex question but still maintains its

subject role.

---

2.2. Que

2.2.1. Usage



- Que means what when asking about objects or ideas.

- It functions as the direct object of a verb.

2.2.2. Examples

- Que faites-vous ce weekend ? (What are you doing this weekend?)

- Que veux-tu dire ? (What do you want to say?)

2.2.3. Notes

- When que is at the beginning of a question, it often forms inversion or uses "est-ce que."

- It can be contracted in spoken French as qu' before vowels.

---

2.3. Quoi

2.3.1. Usage

- Quoi is also translated as what, but it is generally used at the end of a question or after prepositions.

- It is more informal or conversational.

2.3.2. Examples

- Tu parles de quoi ? (What are you talking about?)

- Avec quoi écris-tu ? (With what are you writing?)

2.3.3. Notes

- Quoi is often used after prepositions, e.g., de quoi, avec quoi.

- It can also express surprise or emphasis in exclamations.



---

2.4. Quel, Quelle, Quelles

2.4.1. Usage

- Quel, quelle, and quelles mean which or what in the sense of choice among options.

- They agree in gender and number with the noun they modify.

2.4.2. Examples

- Quel livre préférez-vous ? (Which book do you prefer?)

- Quelle robe vas-tu porter ? (Which dress will you wear?)

- Quelles chansons aimez-vous ? (Which songs do you like?)

2.4.3. Notes

- These words are used with nouns, often in questions where a selection is needed.

- The choice of quel, quelle, or quelles depends on the gender and number of the noun.

---

3. The Relative Pronouns: Qui, Que, Lequel, Laquelle, Lesquelles

Relative pronouns connect clauses and provide additional information about nouns.

3.1. Qui

3.1.1. Usage

- Represents the subject of the relative clause.



- Refers to people or things already mentioned.

3.1.2. Examples

- La femme qui parle est ma tante. (The woman who is speaking is my aunt.)

- Le livre qui est sur la table appartient à moi. (The book that is on the table belongs to me.)

3.2. Que

3.2.1. Usage

- Represents the direct object of the relative clause.

- Refers to people or things.

3.2.2. Examples

- La voiture que tu as achetée est neuve. (The car that you bought is new.)

- Les films que j’aime sont français. (The movies that I like are French.)

3.3. Lequel, Laquelle, Lesquelles

3.3.1. Usage

- These are compound relative pronouns used to specify among several options or when the noun is

preceded by a preposition.

- They agree in gender and number with the noun they replace.

3.3.2. Examples

- La décision laquelle tu as prise est difficile. (The decision which you made is difficult.)

- Le livre lequel j’ai parlé est en anglais. (The book which I spoke about is in English.)



- Les idées lesquelles il a proposées sont innovantes. (The ideas which he proposed are innovative.)

3.3.3. Notes

- When the relative pronoun is preceded by a preposition (à, de, pour, etc.), lequel and its forms are

used.

- They help avoid ambiguity and clarify the reference.

---

4. Usage Rules and Nuances

Understanding when to use each word depends on grammatical roles, gender, number, and context.

4.1. Differentiating Relative Pronouns and Interrogative Words

| Function | French Word | Typical Usage | Example |

|------------|--------------|----------------|---------|

| Subject of a question | Qui | Asking about a person or thing as subject | Qui vient ? (Who is

coming?) |

| Direct object of a question | Que | Asking about an object or idea | Que regardes-tu ? (What are you

watching?) |

| Choice among options | Quel / Quelle / Quelles | Asking for specific selection | Quel film veux-tu voir

? (Which film do you want to see?) |

| Connection in a clause | Qui / Que | Linking clauses (relative pronouns) | La femme qui parle est

mon amie. (The woman who is speaking is my friend.) |

| Clarification among several options | Lequel / Laquelle / Lesquelles | Clarifying among alternatives |

La décision laquelle tu as prise est difficile. (The decision which you made is difficult.) |

4.2. Gender and Number Agreement



- Quel / Quelle / Quelles: Agree with the noun they modify.

- Masculine singular: Quel (e.g., Quel livre)

- Feminine singular: Quelle (e.g., Quelle fille)

- Feminine plural: Quelles (e.g., Quelles femmes)

- Masculine plural: Quels (not listed in the prompt, but relevant for completeness)

- Lequel / Laquelle / Lesquelles:

- Masculine singular: Lequel

- Feminine singular: Laquelle

- Feminine plural: Lesquelles

- Masculine plural: Lesquels (again, not listed but important)

---

5. Practical Examples and Sentence Completion

The true mastery of these words lies in their correct placement within sentences. Here are some

exercises showcasing how to complete sentences with these words.

5.1. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word:

1. ___ est votre professeur ? (Who is your teacher?)

2. La voiture ___ tu as achetée est très rapide. (The car ___ you bought is very fast.)

3. Je ne comprends pas ___ il veut dire. (I do not understand ___ he means.)

4. C’est ___ livre que je voulais lire. (This is ___ book I wanted to read.)

5
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