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Understanding subject-verb agreement is essential for mastering English grammar. One common area
where learners often struggle is ensuring that verbs correctly agree with their subjects, especially when
dealing with complex sentences or collective nouns. In this exercise, we focus on the sentence:
"Temperatures in a desert (varies," which highlights the importance of selecting the correct verb form
based on whether the subject is singular or plural.

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the rules of subject-verb agreement, how to identify the
correct verb form in different contexts, and practice exercises to improve your understanding. Whether
you're a student, teacher, or language enthusiast, mastering this topic will enhance your writing clarity
and grammatical accuracy.

---

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement refers to matching the subject of a sentence with the correct form of the verb. The
basic rule is that singular subjects take singular verbs, and plural subjects take plural verbs.

Basic Rules of Subject-Verb Agreement

When the subject is singular, use a singular verb.1.

When the subject is plural, use a plural verb.2.

When the subject is compound (joined by "and"), it is usually plural.3.

When the subject is a collective noun, treat it as singular or plural depending on whether the group4.
is acting as a unit or as individuals.



Indefinite pronouns (e.g., everyone, each, either, neither) are usually singular.5.

Pay attention to phrases between the subject and verb that do not affect agreement.6.

---

Analyzing the Sentence: "Temperatures in a desert (varies,"

Let's break down the sentence to understand how to select the correct verb form.

Identifying the Subject
The core subject in the sentence is "Temperatures," which is plural because it refers to multiple
temperature readings or ranges in a desert.

Understanding the Verb "Varies"
The verb "varies" is the singular form of "vary," used with singular subjects. Since "temperatures" is plural,
the correct form should be "vary" to match the plural subject.

Corrected Sentence
"Temperatures in a desert vary."

This correction demonstrates the importance of matching the verb to the subject's number.

---

Rules for Choosing the Correct Verb Form

To decide whether to use "varies" or "vary," consider the following rules:

1. Singular Subjects Take Singular Verbs
- Example: The student studies diligently.



- Explanation: "Student" is singular; therefore, "studies" (singular) is appropriate.

2. Plural Subjects Take Plural Verbs
- Example: The students study diligently.
- Explanation: "Students" is plural; thus, "study" (plural) matches.

3. Collective Nouns and Their Verb Agreement
- Example: The team is winning.
- Explanation: When the group acts as a single entity, use singular verbs.

4. Indefinite Pronouns
- Example: Everyone is invited.
- Explanation: These are singular, so use singular verbs.

5. Phrases Between Subject and Verb
- Example: The list of items is on the table.
- Explanation: Ignore the phrase "of items" when determining agreement.

---

Practical Examples and Exercises

Let's explore various examples to reinforce understanding.

Example 1
- Sentence: The list of books (is/are) on the shelf.
- Analysis: "List" is singular, so the correct verb is "is."
- Correct sentence: The list of books is on the shelf.

Example 2
- Sentence: The flock of birds (flies/fly) south for the winter.



- Analysis: "Flock" is singular; therefore, "flies" is correct.
- Correct sentence: The flock of birds flies south for the winter.

Exercise 1: Fill in the blank with the correct form of the verb in
parentheses.

The data (suggests/suggest) that climate change is accelerating.1.

The team (has/have) completed their project.2.

Each of the students (has/have) submitted their assignments.3.

The news (is/are) surprising to everyone.4.

Neither of the options (is/are) suitable.5.

Answers:
1. suggests
2. has
3. has
4. is
5. is

---

Special Considerations for "Temperatures in a Desert"

Returning to our initial sentence, "Temperatures in a desert (varies," it's crucial to recognize the plural
nature of "temperatures." Since "temperatures" is plural, the correct verb form is "vary."

Corrected sentence:
"Temperatures in a desert vary."

This aligns with the rule that plural subjects require plural verbs.

---



Common Mistakes in Subject-Verb Agreement

Identifying and avoiding common errors is key to grammatical accuracy. Here are typical mistakes related
to subject-verb agreement:

1. Treating Collective Nouns as Plural
- Incorrect: The team are winning.
- Correct: The team is winning.
- Explanation: When the group acts as a single entity, use "is."

2. Ignoring Phrases Between Subject and Verb
- Incorrect: The bouquet of roses are beautiful.
- Correct: The bouquet of roses is beautiful.
- Explanation: The core subject is "bouquet," which is singular.

3. Confusing Indefinite Pronouns
- Incorrect: Everyone are invited.
- Correct: Everyone is invited.
- Explanation: "Everyone" is singular.

4. Using the Wrong Verb Form with Compound Subjects
- Incorrect: The cat and the dog is playing.
- Correct: The cat and the dog are playing.
- Explanation: The compound subject is plural.

---

Tips for Ensuring Correct Subject-Verb Agreement

To improve your grammatical precision, consider these practical tips:



1. Identify the Main Subject
Always find the main subject before choosing the verb.

2. Watch for Interrupting Phrases
Ignore words or phrases between the subject and verb that do not affect agreement.

3. Determine if the Subject is Singular or Plural
Use context clues to decide whether the subject is singular or plural.

4. Be Careful with Indefinite Pronouns
Remember that most indefinite pronouns are singular.

5. Practice Regularly
Engage in exercises and read extensively to internalize rules.

---

Conclusion

Mastering subject-verb agreement is vital for clear and grammatically correct writing. The sentence
"Temperatures in a desert (varies," illustrates the importance of understanding whether a subject is singular
or plural to choose the appropriate verb form. Since "temperatures" is plural, the correct verb is "vary,"
making the complete sentence: "Temperatures in a desert vary."

By applying the rules outlined in this guide, practicing exercises, and paying attention to sentence
structure, you can enhance your grammatical skills significantly. Remember, correct subject-verb
agreement not only improves your writing but also ensures your message is conveyed effectively and
professionally.

---
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Meta Description:

Learn how to correctly match verbs with their subjects in sentences like "Temperatures in a desert vary."
Explore essential rules, tips, and exercises to master subject-verb agreement and improve your English
grammar skills.

---

Call to Action:

Enhance your understanding of English grammar today! Practice with our exercises, review the rules, and
become confident in your writing. Subscribe for more grammar tips and educational resources!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct verb form to complete the sentence: 'Temperatures in
a desert (varies/ vary) significantly between day and night?'
The correct verb is 'vary' because 'temperatures' is plural.

Why does the verb 'vary' agree with the subject 'Temperatures' in the
sentence?
Because 'Temperatures' is a plural noun, so it requires the plural form of the verb, which is 'vary.'

How can you determine the correct verb form when the subject is



'Temperatures in a desert'?
Identify whether the subject is singular or plural; since 'Temperatures' is plural, the verb should be 'vary.'

What is the purpose of the exercise 'Underline the verb that agrees with
the subject'?
The exercise helps learners practice subject-verb agreement by identifying the correct verb form that
matches the subject in a sentence.

Can the verb 'varies' be correct in the sentence about desert
temperatures?
Yes, 'varies' can be correct if the subject is singular, such as 'The temperature in a desert varies.' However,
in the original phrase 'Temperatures in a desert,' which is plural, 'vary' is correct.

Additional Resources
Exercise 2: Underline The Verb In Parentheses That Agrees With The Subject. Temperatures In A Desert
(varies)

---

Understanding the Importance of Subject-Verb Agreement in
English Grammar

Grasping the nuances of English grammar is essential for clear and effective communication. One
fundamental aspect often emphasized in language learning is subject-verb agreement—the grammatical
rule that the verb must match the subject in number and person. This rule ensures that sentences are
coherent and grammatically correct, which is especially critical in formal writing, academic contexts, and
precise communication.

In the exercise "Underline the verb in parentheses that agrees with the subject," learners focus on
identifying the correct verb form that aligns with the subject's number—singular or plural. For example, in
the sentence:

- Temperatures in a desert (varies, vary)

The subject "Temperatures" is plural, so the correct verb is "vary," not "varies."



This article explores the significance of this rule through an in-depth analysis of the sentence, its context,
and related grammatical concepts. Whether you're a student, educator, or language enthusiast,
understanding the intricacies of subject-verb agreement will enhance your grammatical proficiency.

---

Dissecting the Sentence: "Temperatures In A Desert (varies,
vary)"

The Subject: "Temperatures In A Desert"

The core of the sentence is the phrase "Temperatures in a desert." Here, "temperatures" is the main noun,
and it is essential to identify whether it is singular or plural.

- "Temperatures" is the plural form of "temperature," indicating more than one measurement or instance of
temperature within a desert context.
- The phrase "In a desert" functions as a prepositional phrase providing additional information about where
these temperatures are observed. Importantly, prepositional phrases do not change the number of the
subject; the main noun "temperatures" determines the number agreement.

The Verb Choices: "varies" vs. "vary"

The options given are:

- "varies" – the singular verb form, used with singular subjects.
- "vary" – the plural verb form, used with plural subjects.

Correct Verb Form: "vary"

Since "temperatures" is plural, the correct verb form to match the subject is "vary." Thus, the complete,
grammatically correct sentence reads:

"Temperatures in a desert vary."

This correction exemplifies the importance of matching the verb to its subject, especially when dealing
with plural nouns or compound subjects.

---



The Significance of Subject-Verb Agreement in Descriptive
Contexts

Proper subject-verb agreement isn't just a grammatical rule—it's a cornerstone of clarity, precision, and
professionalism in both written and spoken language. When discussing scientific phenomena like desert
temperatures, accuracy in description is paramount, and grammatical correctness reinforces credibility.

Why is Subject-Verb Agreement Critical?

- Clarity: Ensures that sentences clearly communicate the intended meaning.
- Professionalism: Demonstrates mastery of language conventions, particularly vital in academic and
technical writing.
- Avoids Ambiguity: Incorrect agreement can lead to confusion about the subject's number or the action
being described.
- Enhances Readability: Proper grammatical structure makes texts easier to read and understand.

Examples of Misagreement and Their Impact

| Incorrect Sentence | Explanation | Corrected Sentence |
|----------------------|----------------|---------------------|
| The data shows an increase. | "Data" is plural; "shows" is singular. | The data show an increase. |
| The list of items are on the table. | "List" is singular; "are" is plural. | The list of items is on the table. |

In the context of environmental descriptions, such as temperature variations, precision in expression
supports scientific accuracy and educational clarity.

---

Exploring the Variability of Desert Temperatures

The Nature of Desert Climates

Deserts are among the most extreme environments on Earth, characterized by significant temperature
fluctuations both daily and seasonally.

- Diurnal Temperature Variation: Often, desert temperatures can swing dramatically within a 24-hour
period. Daytime temperatures may soar above 40°C (104°F), while nighttime temperatures can plummet
below freezing.
- Seasonal Changes: Some deserts experience substantial seasonal shifts, with winter lows near freezing and
summer highs reaching scorching levels.



Factors Influencing Temperature Variations

Several environmental and geographical factors contribute to the wide variation in desert temperatures:

1. Lack of Vegetation: Sparse plant cover means minimal insulation and heat retention, leading to rapid
temperature changes.
2. Low Humidity: Dry air heats up quickly during the day and cools down rapidly at night.
3. Clear Skies: Minimal cloud cover allows for unimpeded solar radiation during the day and rapid heat loss
at night.
4. Surface Composition: Sandy or rocky surfaces absorb and release heat differently, affecting temperature
patterns.

The Role of Geography

Different deserts exhibit varied temperature profiles based on their location:

- Hot Deserts: Sahara, Arabian Desert, and Sonoran Desert experience extreme daytime heat.
- Cold Deserts: Gobi and Great Basin have significant temperature drops and colder winter temperatures.

Scientific Observations

Research indicates that temperature variations in deserts can be so intense that they influence local
weather patterns, plant and animal adaptations, and human activity. For instance:

- Adaptations of Flora and Fauna: Many desert species have developed mechanisms to withstand
temperature extremes.
- Climate Change Effects: Rising global temperatures are intensifying variability, impacting ecosystem
stability.

---

The Importance of Accurate Verb Usage in Scientific and
Educational Materials

When conveying complex environmental phenomena, the precision of language becomes crucial. Using
the correct verb form—"vary" instead of "varies"—helps maintain scientific accuracy and clarity. It ensures
that discussions about scientific data, environmental conditions, or statistical trends are grammatically sound.

Tips for Ensuring Proper Subject-Verb Agreement

- Identify the core subject: Determine whether it is singular or plural.



- Ignore intervening phrases: Prepositional phrases like "in a desert" do not affect the subject's number.
- Use plural verb forms with plural subjects: For example, "temperatures vary."
- Use singular verb forms with singular subjects: For example, "temperature varies" (if referring to a
specific temperature).

Practical Exercises

To strengthen understanding, consider these exercises:

1. The data (is, are) collected over ten years.
2. The phenomenon (has, have) been studied extensively.
3. The temperature (varies, vary) throughout the year.
4. The species (is, are) adapted to survive extreme heat.

Answers:

1. are
2. has
3. varies
4. are

---

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Subject-Verb Agreement for
Clarity and Accuracy

The sentence "Temperatures in a desert vary" exemplifies a fundamental grammatical principle that carries
significant weight beyond mere correctness. It influences how information is perceived, understood, and
trusted, especially in scientific or educational contexts.

Understanding that "temperatures" is plural clarifies why "vary" is the appropriate verb form. Recognizing
the environmental factors that cause desert temperatures to fluctuate enhances our appreciation of this
natural phenomenon and underscores the importance of precise language in describing complex systems.

Whether you're a student practicing grammar, a scientist communicating findings, or an educator
explaining environmental science, mastering subject-verb agreement ensures your message is both
accurate and compelling. Remember, attention to grammatical detail is not just about correctness—it’s about
clarity, credibility, and effective communication.

---



In summary:

- The correct verb to agree with the subject "temperatures" is "vary."
- Proper subject-verb agreement enhances clarity, especially in scientific descriptions.
- Desert temperatures are highly variable due to environmental factors.
- Precise language and grammatical correctness are essential in conveying complex ideas accurately.

By focusing on such grammatical details, we elevate our communication, ensuring our descriptions of the
natural world are as accurate and impactful as the phenomena we seek to explain.
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