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Understanding homographs—the words that share spelling but have different
meanings—is essential for mastering English vocabulary and improving both reading
comprehension and communication skills. Homographs can often be confusing because
their meanings are context-dependent. In this article, we will explore two definitions for
each of the eight selected homographs: swell, record, pitcher, coat, kind, grave, and
compact. By the end of this comprehensive guide, you will have a clearer understanding of
how these words function in different contexts, aiding you in both written and spoken
English.

1. Swell

Definition 1: To Increase in Size or Volume
The most common meaning of "swell" refers to the physical process of becoming larger or
more inflated. It describes a situation where something expands or bulges due to pressure,
fluid accumulation, or other reasons.

- Example: Her ankle began to swell after she twisted it during the game.
- Example: The river swelled after heavy rains, flooding nearby fields.

Definition 2: To Feel Excited or Happy
In a more figurative sense, "swell" can also describe a feeling of pride, happiness, or
excitement that builds up inside a person.

- Example: He was so proud of his achievements that he felt his chest swell with joy.
- Example: The crowd swelled with applause as the performer took the stage.

2. Record



Definition 1: To Document or Store Information
"Record" as a verb means to capture, document, or store information for future reference.
It can relate to audio, video, written data, or any form of documented evidence.

- Example: The historian recorded the events of the revolution in detailed journals.
- Example: Please record the meeting so those who missed it can review the discussion
later.

Definition 2: A Historical Best or Achievement
As a noun, "record" refers to the best performance or highest achievement in a specific
activity, often documented officially.

- Example: She set a new world record in the 100-meter dash.
- Example: The company aims to break sales records this quarter.

3. Pitcher

Definition 1: A Container for Liquids
In everyday language, "pitcher" is a noun referring to a vessel used to hold and pour
liquids, commonly used for serving water, juice, or other beverages.

- Example: He poured the lemonade from the pitcher into glasses.
- Example: The pitcher was made of glass and had a decorative handle.

Definition 2: A Baseball Player Who Throws the Ball
In sports, particularly baseball, "pitcher" describes the player who throws the ball toward
the batter, aiming to get them out.

- Example: The pitcher threw a fastball that struck out the batter.
- Example: The team's ace pitcher has a remarkable record this season.

4. Coat

Definition 1: An Outer Garment
"Coat" is a noun referring to an outer piece of clothing worn to keep warm or for
protection from the elements.

- Example: She wore a warm coat to shield herself from the cold wind.



- Example: The coat had large buttons and a furry collar.

Definition 2: To Cover or Layer Something
As a verb, "coat" means to cover something with a layer of a substance, such as paint,
frosting, or another material.

- Example: The chef coated the chicken in breadcrumbs before frying.
- Example: The walls were coated with a fresh layer of paint.

5. Kind

Definition 1: A Type or Category of Something
"Kind" as a noun refers to a particular category, type, or variety of something.

- Example: There are many kinds of flowers in the garden.
- Example: What kind of music do you enjoy?

Definition 2: Demonstrating a Gentle or Compassionate
Nature
As an adjective, "kind" describes a person or behavior that is gentle, caring, and
considerate.

- Example: She is a very kind person who always helps others.
- Example: His kind words made her feel better.

6. Grave

Definition 1: A Burial Site
"Grave" as a noun refers to a place where a dead body is buried, typically marked with a
headstone.

- Example: They visited the grave of their ancestors.
- Example: The cemetery contains many historic graves.

Definition 2: Serious or Concerning
As an adjective, "grave" describes something serious, weighty, or of great importance,
often implying concern or severity.



- Example: The doctor gave a grave diagnosis.
- Example: His tone was grave as he delivered the bad news.

7. Compact

Definition 1: Small and Efficient in Size
"Compact" as an adjective describes something that is small, neatly arranged, and efficient
in space.

- Example: They bought a compact car that fits easily into tight parking spots.
- Example: The apartment was compact but well-designed.

Definition 2: To Compress or Make Tighter
As a verb, "compact" means to press or squeeze together to reduce size or volume.

- Example: The soil was compacted to prepare the ground for planting.
- Example: The package was compacted to save space during shipping.

Conclusion
Homographs enrich the English language by allowing words to carry multiple meanings
depending on context. Recognizing and understanding these different definitions helps in
deciphering sentences accurately and enhances vocabulary skills. Whether "swell" refers
to physical expansion or emotional pride, or "record" signifies documentation or
achievement, each homograph offers nuanced meanings vital for effective communication.
By mastering these words' varied interpretations, learners can navigate complex texts and
conversations with greater confidence.

Summary List of Homographs and Their
Definitions

Swell: Increase in size / Feel excited or proud

Record: To document / A notable achievement

Pitcher: A container for liquids / A baseball player who throws the ball

Coat: An outer garment / To cover with a substance

Kind: A type or category / Gentle or caring nature



Grave: Burial site / Serious or weighty

Compact: Small and efficient / To compress or make tighter

By incorporating these definitions into your vocabulary, you can improve your
comprehension and use of homographs in various contexts, making your language skills
more versatile and precise.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are two common definitions of the word 'Swell'?
Swell can mean to increase in size or volume, and it can also refer to a wave or motion in
the sea.

How is the word 'Record' used in different contexts?
Record can mean to capture and store audio or data, and it also refers to a documented
achievement or best performance in a particular area.

What are two meanings of the word 'Pitcher'?
A pitcher is a container used for holding and pouring liquids, and it also refers to a player
in baseball who throws the ball to the batter.

What are two definitions of the word 'Coat'?
A coat is a piece of clothing worn on the upper body for warmth, and it can also mean a
layer of a substance applied to a surface, like paint or varnish.

How can the word 'Kind' be interpreted in different
ways?
Kind can refer to a type or category of something, and it also describes a person's nature
as being gentle or considerate.

What are two meanings of the word 'Grave'?
Grave can mean a burial site or tomb, and it also describes a serious or solemn manner or
tone.

What are two definitions of the word 'Compact'?
Compact can refer to a small, tightly packed object or space, and it also means to make
something smaller or more condensed through compression.



Additional Resources
Swell
The word swell is a quintessential example of an English homograph, embodying multiple
meanings that span physical phenomena, emotional states, and stylistic expressions. Its
versatility makes it a fascinating subject for linguistic analysis and highlights the richness
of English vocabulary.

Definitions of Swell

1. Swell as an Increase in Size or Volume
One of the most common usages of swell refers to a physical expansion or bulging, often
caused by an accumulation of fluid or pressure. This definition is frequently encountered
in medical, natural, and mechanical contexts.

- Medical context: When an injury or infection causes tissues to enlarge, the affected area
is described as swollen. For instance, "His ankle became swollen after the sprain,"
indicates an increase in volume due to fluid buildup or inflammation.
- Natural phenomena: The term is also used to describe the rising of ocean waves,
particularly large, rolling waves that grow in size and strength, such as "The surfers
eagerly waited for the swell to rise."
- Mechanical systems: In engineering, a container or vessel might swell due to internal
pressure, such as a balloon expanding as it is filled with air.

This physical interpretation underscores the idea of expansion, often associated with a
change from a normal to an enlarged state.

2. Swell as a Stylistic or Emotional Enhancement
Beyond its physical connotations, swell also functions as an expressive term denoting a
state of heightened emotion or style.

- Expressive usage: Historically, especially in early 20th-century slang, swell was used to
describe something excellent or impressive. For example, "That jazz band was really
swell," conveys admiration.
- Emotional state: It can describe a feeling of pride, joy, or emotional upliftment. For
instance, "His chest swelled with pride after receiving the award," indicates an internal
emotional expansion.

In this context, swell symbolizes internal or external growth—whether in size, emotion, or
style—often with a poetic or nostalgic undertone.

---

Record
The term record exemplifies polysemy, illustrating how a single word can traverse



domains from documentation to achievement, reflecting its linguistic adaptability.

Definitions of Record

1. Record as a Document or Evidence of History
Most commonly, record refers to a written or digital account that preserves information,
events, or data.

- Historical documentation: This includes official records like birth certificates, legal
documents, or archives that serve as evidence of past events. For example, "The court
kept a detailed record of the proceedings."
- Data storage: In the digital age, a record can also be a database entry or a file that stores
information, such as a medical record, which contains a patient's health history.

This definition emphasizes record as a means of preserving continuity and accountability
across time, serving as an authoritative source.

2. Record as an Achievement or Best Performance
Another prominent meaning of record pertains to surpassing previous standards or
benchmarks.

- World records: In sports or competitions, achieving the fastest time, highest score, or
furthest distance is termed setting or breaking a record. For example, "She set a new
world record in the 100-meter dash."
- Personal bests: In personal contexts, individuals might aim to beat their own records,
such as "He trained hard to beat his previous record in weightlifting."

This interpretation of record reflects excellence, ambition, and the pursuit of surpassing
limits, often celebrated publicly or officially.

---

Pitcher
Pitcher is a homograph with meanings that extend from sports equipment to biological
references, embodying both physical objectivity and biological complexity.

Definitions of Pitcher

1. Pitcher as a Container for Liquids
In everyday language, a pitcher is a vessel used for serving liquids such as water, juice, or
milk.



- Design and use: Typically made of glass, ceramic, or plastic, pitchers are designed with a
handle and a spout to facilitate pouring. For example, "She filled the pitcher with freshly
squeezed lemonade."
- Cultural significance: In many cultures, pitchers are integral to dining and hospitality,
symbolizing hospitality and communal sharing.

This meaning underscores the functional and aesthetic qualities of a pitcher as an
everyday household object.

2. Pitcher in Sports: The Player Who Throws the Ball
In the realm of sports, particularly baseball, a pitcher is a player responsible for throwing
the ball toward the batter.

- Role in the game: The pitcher initiates each play, aiming to get the batter out or to
prevent contact with the ball. The pitcher’s skill, strategy, and style are central to the
outcome of the game.
- Technical aspects: Pitchers are distinguished by pitch types, speed, and technique, with
some famous pitchers like Nolan Ryan or Sandy Koufax renowned for their prowess.

This sporting definition highlights pitcher as an active participant, with a role that is both
strategic and physically demanding.

---

Coat
Coat functions as a homograph that spans clothing, biological coverings, and metaphorical
usage, illustrating its broad semantic range.

Definitions of Coat

1. Coat as an Outer Garment
The most familiar use of coat refers to a piece of clothing worn over other garments for
warmth, protection, or style.

- Fashion and function: Coats come in various styles, such as trench coats, overcoats, or
peacoats, serving both practical and aesthetic purposes. For example, "He wore a heavy
coat to stay warm in the winter."
- Cultural variations: Different cultures have traditional coats, like the kimono's outer
layers or the European overcoats, reflecting climate, fashion, and social status.

This definition emphasizes coat as an essential element of clothing that provides insulation
and identity.



2. Coat as a Biological Covering
In biological contexts, coat can refer to the outer covering of an animal or organism.

- Animal fur or hair: The term describes the fur or hair covering of mammals, such as "The
lion’s coat was thick and golden."
- Cellular or biological layers: It can also denote a protective layer, like the coating of a
seed or a biological membrane.

This usage highlights coat as a natural, protective layer that shields organisms from
environmental factors, playing a vital role in survival and adaptation.

---

Kind
Kind exemplifies a homograph whose meanings range from temperament to classification,
illustrating the richness of semantic nuance.

Definitions of Kind

1. Kind as a Type or Category
Most commonly, kind refers to a classification or group sharing common characteristics.

- Taxonomic or categorical: For instance, "There are many kinds of trees in the forest,"
signifies different species or varieties.
- Product or item classification: Such as in stores, where "This is a different kind of
cereal," indicates a distinct variety.

This meaning underscores kind as a way to organize and differentiate objects or concepts
based on shared attributes.

2. Kind as a Temperament or Nature
Kind also describes a person's disposition—being gentle, considerate, or compassionate.

- Personality trait: Saying someone is a kind person emphasizes their altruism and caring
nature. For example, "She is a very kind neighbor who always helps others."
- Behavioral attribute: It can denote acts of kindness, such as "His kind words cheered her
up."

This emotional or moral interpretation portrays kind as an attribute of character that
fosters social harmony and empathy.

---

Grave



The word grave is a homograph that vividly captures contrasting meanings—spanning
mortality and seriousness—making it a compelling example of lexical polysemy.

Definitions of Grave

1. Grave as a Burial Site
In the literal sense, grave refers to a site of burial for a deceased person.

- Physical structure: Typically consisting of a hole dug into the ground, often marked by a
headstone or marker. For example, "They visited the grave of their ancestors."
- Cultural significance: Graves are central to mourning rituals and cultural practices
surrounding death and remembrance.

This definition symbolizes mortality, finality, and the human connection to history and
tradition.

2. Grave as a Serious or Somber Mood or Tone
Figuratively, grave describes a state of seriousness, gravity, or somberness.

- Tone or expression: For instance, "The doctor’s voice was grave as he delivered the
diagnosis," indicating a serious, somber attitude.
- Situational context: A "grave mistake" refers to a significant error with serious
consequences.

This usage emphasizes importance, weight, and solemnity, often invoking a sense of
urgency or respect.

---

Compact
Compact is a homograph that conveys notions of size, density, and agreement, spanning
physical descriptions to conceptual understandings.

Definitions of Compact

1. Compact as Small or Dense in Size
Primarily, compact describes something that is tightly packed or small in volume
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