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When analyzing literature, understanding character traits and how authors develop their
personalities is essential. In this article, we will explore a comparative analysis of characters from
Robison's works and Fitzgerald's stories, focusing on the vocabulary words "Feign" and
"Supercilious." By examining how these traits manifest in different characters, we can gain a deeper
insight into the authors' techniques and thematic concerns.

Understanding the Vocabulary Words: Feign and
Supercilious

Before delving into character comparisons, it is crucial to define the key vocabulary words.

Feign

- To pretend or fake a particular feeling, appearance, or attitude.

- Often used to describe characters who put on a facade or mask to conceal their true emotions or
intentions.

- Example: A character may feign innocence to hide guilt.

Supercilious

- Exhibiting arrogant superiority, haughtiness, or condescension.
- A supercilious character often looks down on others, displaying a sense of entitlement or disdain.
- Example: A wealthy socialite who looks down on common people.

Robison’s Characters and the Use of Feign

Robison’s characters often employ the act of feigning to navigate complex social or personal



situations.

Characters Who Feign Emotions

- Many of Robison's characters pretend to be what they are not to achieve their goals or protect
themselves.

- For example, in his autobiographical works, Robison describes individuals who feign happiness or
contentment to mask inner turmoil.

Purpose of Feigning in Robison’s Works

- To deceive others for self-preservation.
- To conform to societal expectations.
- To hide vulnerability or shame.

Example Analysis

¢ In Robison's stories, a character might feign confidence during social interactions but
internally struggle with insecurity. This act helps them maintain their social standing, but it
also isolates them emotionally.

Fitzgerald’s Characters and the Use of Superciliousness

Fitzgerald’s characters frequently display supercilious traits, especially those belonging to the upper
class or aristocracy.

Supercilious Characters in Fitzgerald’s Works

- Characters like Tom Buchanan from "The Great Gatsby" exemplify arrogance and condescension.
- These characters often look down on others, reinforcing social divides.

Purpose of Superciliousness in Fitzgerald’s Narrative

- To critique the moral decay and superficiality of the Jazz Age society.
- To highlight the disconnect between appearance and reality.
- To demonstrate the destructive nature of arrogance and entitlement.



Example Analysis

e Tom Buchanan'’s supercilious attitude underscores his belief in his own superiority, which
ultimately leads to his moral blindness and the downfall of other characters, such as Gatsby
and Myrtle.

Comparative Analysis of Robison’s and Fitzgerald’s
Characters

By comparing Robison’s characters who feign and Fitzgerald’s supercilious characters, we can see
contrasting methods of character development and thematic emphasis.

Deception and Superiority as Defense Mechanisms

- Robison’s characters often feign to protect themselves from emotional pain or societal rejection.
- Fitzgerald’s supercilious characters display arrogance as a way to assert dominance or mask their
insecurities.

Impact on Plot and Themes

- In Robison’s stories, feigning frequently leads to internal conflict and moral ambiguity.
- In Fitzgerald’s narratives, superciliousness often results in tragic consequences, illustrating the
destructive power of arrogance.

Character Examples Comparison

1. Robison’s Character A: Feigns happiness at social gatherings to hide loneliness, leading to
internal despair.

2. Fitzgerald’s Tom Buchanan: Feigns moral superiority and control, masking insecurity and
fear of losing status.

How These Traits Reflect Broader Themes in Literature

Understanding how feigning and superciliousness function within characters enhances our grasp of
broader literary themes.



Themes of Authenticity and Appearance

- Robison’s characters often grapple with authenticity, resorting to feigning to survive.
- Fitzgerald’s characters embody superficiality, where appearance masks true intentions and
feelings.

Social Critique

- Robison critiques societal pressures that compel individuals to hide their true selves.
- Fitzgerald exposes the arrogance of the privileged class, showing how superciliousness perpetuates
social divisions.

Conclusion: Connecting the Dots

In summary, comparing Robison’s characters who feign with Fitzgerald’s supercilious characters
provides valuable insights into how authors depict human nature and societal critique. Robison’s
characters use feigning as a means of self-protection and navigating societal expectations, often
leading to internal conflict. Conversely, Fitzgerald’s characters exemplify superciliousness as a
symptom of arrogance and social stratification, which ultimately contributes to their downfall.

Both authors employ these traits to explore themes of authenticity, superficiality, and societal
critique, making their characters rich and complex. Recognizing these traits allows readers to better
appreciate the nuances in literature and understand the human motivations behind deception and
arrogance.

Remember: Whether it’s feigning to hide vulnerability or displaying superciliousness to assert
dominance, these traits reveal much about individual psychology and societal values. Analyzing
characters through the lens of vocabulary words like feign and supercilious enriches our
understanding of literature and the human condition.

If you need further assistance in literary analysis or vocabulary integration, feel free to ask!

Frequently Asked Questions

How can I compare Robinson's characters to Fitzgerald's using
the vocabulary words 'feign' and 'supercilious'?

You can analyze how Robinson's characters might 'feign' innocence or emotions to hide their true
feelings, similar to Fitzgerald's characters who often mask their true selves. Additionally, assess if
Robinson's characters display 'supercilious' attitudes, acting condescendingly, as some Fitzgerald
characters do to show superiority or arrogance.



What does it mean to 'feign' in the context of comparing
characters from Robinson and Fitzgerald?

To 'feign' means to pretend or fake a feeling, attitude, or condition. When comparing characters,
look for instances where they pretend to be something they are not, such as feigning happiness,
confidence, or indifference to hide their true emotions or intentions.

How can understanding the word 'supercilious' help in
analyzing Robinson and Fitzgerald characters?

Understanding 'supercilious' helps identify characters who act arrogantly or condescendingly. In
both Robinson and Fitzgerald's works, some characters display a supercilious attitude, which reveals
their sense of superiority or disdain for others, adding depth to their characterization.

Can you give an example of a Robinson character that might
feign something similar to a Fitzgerald character's
supercilious attitude?

For example, Robinson's characters who pretend to be confident or indifferent (feign) to hide
insecurity can be compared to Fitzgerald's characters like Tom Buchanan, who often display
supercilious behavior, acting superior to others.

Why is it useful to compare Robinson's characters to
Fitzgerald's using these vocabulary words?

Using words like 'feign' and 'supercilious' helps clarify the underlying traits and behaviors of
characters across both authors' works. It allows for a deeper understanding of how characters
conceal their true selves or exhibit arrogance, enriching literary analysis.

Additional Resources
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Introduction

Literature often provides rich characters that embody various traits and behaviors, reflecting the
complexities of human nature. Comparing characters across different authors and eras can deepen
our understanding of themes, social commentary, and character development. In this analysis, we
will explore how characters from Robinson’s works and Fitzgerald’s novels exemplify the vocabulary
words "feign" and "supercilious". This comparison will reveal how these traits manifest in different
contexts and what they tell us about the characters’ motivations, social standings, and moralities.



Understanding the Vocabulary Words
Before delving into character comparisons, it’s essential to define the key vocabulary words:

- Feign: To pretend or simulate; to give a false appearance of something that is not true. Often
involves deception or acting.

- Supercilious: Displaying haughty or arrogant superiority; behaving in a condescending manner, as
if one believes they are inherently better than others.

Overview of Robinson’s Characters

Robinson’s characters, depending on the specific work (assuming Robinson Crusoe or other
Robinsonian narratives), often embody traits like resilience, ingenuity, and sometimes pretension or
superficiality. For the purpose of this comparison, we will focus on characters who exhibit the traits
related to feign and superciliousness.

Key Characters in Robinson’s Works

1. Robinson Crusoe (from Robinson Crusoe)

- The protagonist, a man stranded on a deserted island, demonstrates survival instincts,
resourcefulness, and at times, arrogance.

2. Friday

- Crusoe’s companion, who displays loyalty and adaptability but also embodies a certain naivety or
submissiveness, sometimes feigning understanding for survival.

3. Other Robinsonian figures (e.g., characters in Robinsonades or similar narratives)

- Often portray individuals who feign competence or superiority to mask insecurity, or who display
supercilious attitudes toward others they deem less capable.

Traits in Robinson’s Characters

- Feign: Characters frequently feign competence, confidence, or superiority to hide their
vulnerabilities or to manipulate others.

- Supercilious: Some Robinsonian characters, especially those in colonial or survival contexts, exhibit

a sense of superiority over those they consider less “civilized,” revealing arrogance or
condescension.

Overview of Fitzgerald’s Characters

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s characters, primarily from The Great Gatsby and other works, often grapple
with themes of social class, aspiration, and deception. Many characters display feign in their social



facades or personal pretenses, and supercilious attitudes that reflect their social standing or moral
attitudes.

Key Characters in Fitzgerald's Works
1. Jay Gatsby

- A self-made millionaire who feigns a sophisticated, aristocratic persona to win Daisy’s love,
embodying both the desire to feign social status and a superficial supercilious attitude.

2. Tom Buchanan

- An aristocrat by birth, displaying overt superciliousness and a tendency to feign concern or civility
while secretly harboring arrogance.

3. Daisy Buchanan
- Exhibits superficial charm masked by a sense of entitlement and condescension.
4. Nick Carraway

- The narrator, who sometimes feigns objectivity but reveals biases, and observes the
superciliousness of others.

Traits in Fitzgerald’s Characters

- Feign: Characters often feign sophistication, happiness, or moral integrity to conceal their true
feelings or social ambitions.

- Supercilious: Many characters display a sense of superiority based on wealth, social class, or
personal status, often condescending toward those they see as beneath them.

Comparative Analysis: Characters and Traits

Now, let’s explore how Robinson’s characters compare to Fitzgerald’s characters in terms of feign
and superciliousness.

Feign: Pretending and Deception

In Robinson’s Characters

- Survival and Self-Presentation

- Robinson Crusoe often feigns confidence and mastery over his environment. For example, he may

pretend to be more in control than he actually is to boost morale or to deceive potential rescuers or
natives.



- Crusoe sometimes feigns ignorance or innocence when needed, especially when dealing with
hostile natives or when hiding his true intentions. This act of feigning can be strategic to ensure his
safety.

- Masking Vulnerability

- Characters may feign superiority or calmness during moments of crisis, masking fear or insecurity.
For instance, Crusoe’s composed exterior hides moments of doubt and desperation.

- Feigning Social Status or Civilized Behavior

- In colonial or Robinsonade narratives, characters might feign civility or sophistication to appear as
part of the “civilized” world, even if their actions or morals are questionable.

In Fitzgerald’s Characters

- Gatsby’s Persona

- Gatsby is perhaps the most iconic example of feigning in Fitzgerald’s works. He constructs an
elaborate facade of wealth, sophistication, and charm to fit into the upper class and to win Daisy’s
affection. His entire persona is a mask—a deliberate feign of aristocratic origins which he fabricates

through wealth and mannerisms.

- Gatsby’s feigning is both strategic and tragic, as it ultimately reveals the hollowness of his dreams
and the superficiality of his constructed identity.

- Tom Buchanan’s Arrogance

- Tom feigns concern or civility in social settings, but his supercilious attitude betrays his
condescension. He often acts as if he is inherently superior, dismissing others’ opinions or feelings.

- Daisy’s Superficial Charm

- Daisy feigns innocence and fragility, but her superficiality masks a cold, calculating attitude. She
often employs charm as a facade, hiding her true feelings and moral ambiguity.

- Nick’s Role as Observer

- Nick sometimes feigns objectivity and moral judgment but is revealed to have biases, particularly
in his admiration for Gatsby and disdain for others’ superficiality.

Supercilious: Arrogance and Condescension
In Robinson’s Characters
- Colonial Attitudes and Superiority

- Characters in Robinson’s narratives often exhibit supercilious attitudes, especially colonial figures
or explorers who view native populations or those less “civilized” as inferior.



- Crusoe himself, while resourceful, sometimes demonstrates a supercilious attitude, considering
himself more “civilized” than the natives or prisoners he encounters, which reflects the colonial
mindset of the period.

- Class and Social Hierarchy

- Robinsonian characters may display condescension toward individuals they perceive as lower in
social or survival hierarchies, often justified by notions of progress or civilization.

- Pretension of Mastery

- Crusoe’s sense of mastery over his environment can verge on superciliousness, especially when he
dismisses others’ abilities or cultures.

In Fitzgerald’s Characters

- Tom Buchanan’s Superciliousness

- Tom embodies overt arrogance and a belief in his racial and social superiority. His condescension
towards Gatsby, Wilson, and others illustrates his supercilious attitude rooted in old money and
elitism.

- Daisy’s Entitlement

- Daisy’s supercilious attitude manifests in her dismissive treatment of others, especially those she
considers beneath her, revealing her sense of entitlement and superiority.

- Class Consciousness and Social Distance

- Many of Fitzgerald’s characters display a supercilious attitude based on their social standing. They
often look down on the “less fortunate,” reinforcing themes of class division and moral superficiality.

- Nick’s Critical Perspective

- Nick, as the narrator, often notes the supercilious behaviors of others but also displays moments of
moral superiority, especially in his judgments of the wealthy classes.

Deep Dive: How These Traits Influence Character Development and Themes

Feign and Superciliousness as Survival and Social Strategies

- Robinson’s Characters

- For Robinson Crusoe, feigning competence and civility is a means of survival—both physically and
psychologically. His ability to pretend to himself and others that he is in control helps him maintain

hope and sanity in isolation.

- Supercilious attitudes, when present, often reflect colonial ideals and a sense of superiority used to
justify domination over others, whether natives or the environment.



- Fitzgerald’s Characters

- Gatsby’s feigning of wealth and aristocratic status is a reflection of the American Dream’s
illusion—an attempt to elevate oneself through superficial appearances.

- Tom and Daisy’s superciliousness serve to critique the moral decay and superficiality of the
American upper class during the Jazz Age.

Impact on Relationships
- Robinson’s Characters

- Feigning can create trust or deception, affecting relationships with natives, fellow colonists, or
even within Crusoe’s internal moral struggles.

- Superciliousness can alienate characters or reinforce colonial hierarchies, sometimes leading to
conflict or moral reflection.

- Fitzgerald’s Characters

- Gatsby’s feigned persona creates romantic illusions but ultimately leads to tragedy when the
facade collapses.

- Supercilious attitudes contribute to misunderstandings and social barriers, highlighting themes of
alienation and moral decay.

Broader Themes and Social Commentary
- Colonial and Robinsonian Narratives

- The use of feign and superciliousness in Robinson’s characters often underscores the colonial
mindset of superiority and the moral ambiguities of survival in a “civil
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