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How Is The Theme Of "pride And Greed Lead To A Downfall"? Select The Two
Correct in "The Necklace" is a compelling question that invites readers to
explore the moral lessons embedded within Guy de Maupassant's classic short
story. This narrative masterfully illustrates how the destructive forces of
pride and greed can lead individuals to their ruin. By analyzing the
characters’ motivations, their decisions, and the consequences that follow,
we can understand how Maupassant develops this theme throughout the story.
This article will delve into the ways in which pride and greed serve as
catalysts for downfall in "The Necklace," highlighting the two correct
aspects of this theme and illustrating their development in the plot.

The Role of Pride in "The Necklace"

Pride as a Desire for Social Status
One of the central facets of pride in "The Necklace" is Madame Loisel's
obsession with her social status. She perceives herself as deserving of
wealth, luxury, and admiration, despite her modest means. Her pride manifests
in her dissatisfaction with her life and her constant longing for the
opulence she believes she deserves.

Madame Loisel's disdain for her modest belongings reflects her inflated
sense of self-worth.

Her desire to appear wealthier leads her to borrow an expensive-looking
necklace to attend the ball.

Her pride prevents her from accepting her social standing and
appreciating her current life.

This excessive pride blinds her to her true circumstances and fuels her
decision to borrow the necklace, believing it will elevate her status. Her
pride thus acts as a catalyst, pushing her towards actions that ultimately
lead to her downfall.

Pride Leading to Desperation and Deception
After losing the necklace, Madame Loisel's pride prevents her from admitting
her mistake and seeking help. Instead, she chooses to conceal the loss,
driven by shame and an inflated sense of her own dignity.

Her refusal to confess the truth results in her going into debt to
replace the necklace.



Her pride causes her to endure years of hardship, working tirelessly to
repay the debt.

Her inability to accept her mistake reflects her excessive pride and
fear of social embarrassment.

This aspect of pride exemplifies how a person's inflated ego and desire to
maintain appearances can lead to prolonged suffering and ultimately,
downfall.

The Influence of Greed in "The Necklace"

Greed as an Aspiration for Material Wealth
Madame Loisel's greed is evident in her yearning for material possessions and
luxurious living. Her desire to possess a valuable necklace symbolizes her
greed for wealth and status, which she believes will bring happiness.

Her obsession with appearing wealthy motivates her to borrow the
necklace.

She dreams of a life filled with elegance and luxury, which she
perceives as essential for happiness.

Her greed blinds her to the contentment she might find in her modest
life.

This greed-driven longing prompts her to borrow the necklace, setting the
stage for her eventual downfall.

Greed Leading to Excessive Sacrifice and Suffering
Once the necklace is lost, Madame Loisel's greed intensifies her suffering.
She and her husband go to great lengths to replace the jewelry, incurring
significant debt.

Her willingness to sacrifice her comfort and stability reflects her
greed for material possessions.

She endures years of hardship to replace an object she believed was
worth a mere few hundred francs.

The story illustrates how greed can distort values, leading individuals
to prioritize possessions over well-being.

This relentless pursuit of wealth and materialism exemplifies how greed can
lead to long-term ruin.



Interplay Between Pride and Greed in the
Downfall of Madame Loisel

The Synergistic Effect of Pride and Greed
In "The Necklace," pride and greed do not operate in isolation but interact
to magnify Madame Loisel's downfall.

Her pride fuels her desire to appear wealthy, prompting her to borrow
the necklace.

Her greed for material possessions drives her to desire the necklace
itself and the wealth it symbolizes.

When the necklace is lost, her pride prevents her from confessing, while
her greed compels her to replace it at great cost.

This synergy demonstrates how intertwined vices can escalate consequences,
ultimately leading to her ruin.

Lessons on Moral Consequences
De Maupassant's story subtly warns readers about the dangers of allowing
pride and greed to govern one's actions.

The story emphasizes that superficial appearances and material pursuits
can cloud judgment.

It suggests that humility and contentment are healthier virtues that
prevent downfall.

The tragic ending underscores the cost of succumbing to vanity and
greed.

The development of these themes highlights the importance of moral integrity
and self-awareness.

Conclusion: How Is The Theme Of "pride And
Greed Lead To A Downfall" Developed In "The
Necklace"? Select The Two Correct

In "The Necklace," Maupassant develops the theme of how pride and greed lead
to downfall through the characterization of Madame Loisel and her decisions.
Her pride, rooted in a desire to elevate her social status, prompts her to
borrow the necklace, while her greed for wealth and material possessions
drives her to replace what she loses at all costs. The narrative demonstrates



that these vices are not isolated but work together to magnify her plight,
leading her to years of hardship and suffering. Maupassant’s story serves as
a moral lesson on the destructive nature of vanity and greed, illustrating
that superficial pursuits can have devastating consequences when unchecked.
The careful development of these themes underscores the story’s enduring
relevance and moral insight, making it a timeless reflection on human
weaknesses.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Madame Loisel's obsession with wealth and
status illustrate the theme of greed leading to
downfall in 'The Necklace'?

Madame Loisel's desire for luxury and social status drives her to borrow the
necklace, believing it will elevate her image. Her greed for wealth and
admiration ultimately leads to her losing the necklace, causing her downfall.

In what way does the pursuit of pride contribute to
Madame Loisel's tragic fate in 'The Necklace'?

Madame Loisel's pride makes her refuse simpler pleasures and causes her to
borrow the necklace to appear more affluent, which results in her losing
everything when she cannot repay the debt, highlighting how pride can lead to
downfall.

How is the theme of greed demonstrated through the
loss of the necklace in 'The Necklace'?

The necklace symbolizes material wealth, and Madame Loisel's greed for
possessions and status prompts her to borrow it. Her greed blinds her to the
value of honesty and contentment, leading to her ruin when she loses it.

What role does the desire for social status play in
the development of the theme that pride and greed
lead to downfall in 'The Necklace'?

Madame Loisel's desire to appear wealthy and noble causes her to borrow the
necklace, and her pride prevents her from admitting the loss. This obsession
with social status and materialism results in her suffering years of
hardship, illustrating the destructive power of pride and greed.

Which two themes are most clearly developed in 'The
Necklace' to show how pride and greed lead to
downfall?

The themes of materialism and social status are most clearly developed, as
Madame Loisel's greed for wealth and pride in her social standing lead to her
tragic downfall.



Additional Resources
How Is The Theme Of "Pride And Greed Lead To A Downfall" Developed In "The
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In Guy de Maupassant’s renowned short story The Necklace, the themes of pride
and greed serve as powerful catalysts that propel the protagonist, Madame
Loisel, towards her tragic downfall. These themes are intricately woven into
the narrative, illustrating how excessive pride and insatiable greed can
distort human values and lead to irreversible consequences. This article
explores how Maupassant develops these themes through character actions, plot
progression, and moral undertones, ultimately demonstrating that pride and
greed are destructive forces when left unchecked.

---

The Role of Pride in "The Necklace"

Pride as a Desire for Social Status

Madame Loisel’s primary flaw is her overwhelming pride, which manifests in
her longing to belong to the upper class. She perceives herself as deserving
of wealth, luxury, and admiration—attributes she believes are her due. Her
dissatisfaction with her modest life underscores her desire for social
elevation, which she equates with happiness and self-worth.

- Pride as a source of discontent: Madame Loisel’s envy of wealthier women
fuels her unhappiness. She dreams of luxurious dresses, fine jewelry, and
admiration, viewing her modest existence as insufficient.
- Refusal to accept her social reality: Her pride blinds her to the value of
her current life, leading her to borrow the necklace to project an image of
wealth and sophistication at the ball.

Pride Leads to Deception and Choices

Her pride compels her to borrow the necklace without regard for its cost or
significance, believing that appearances are more important than honesty or
integrity.

- Borrowing the necklace: Madame Loisel’s desire to appear wealthy prompts
her to borrow the necklace, placing her social aspirations above honesty.
- Refusal to admit her modest means: Her pride prevents her from revealing
her financial situation when faced with trouble, leading her to take drastic
measures to replace the lost necklace.

The Downward Spiral

Madame Loisel’s pride causes her to overestimate her social importance and
underestimate the consequences of her actions. Her refusal to accept her
humble circumstances or admit her mistake results in years of hardship.

- Working tirelessly to replace the necklace: Her pride prevents her from
confessing the loss, forcing her into years of poverty to replace the
jewelry.
- Loss of identity and happiness: Her obsession with appearances and social
standing leads her to sacrifice her youth and comfort, culminating in her
tragic downfall.

---



The Theme of Greed in "The Necklace"

Greed as an Insatiable Desire for Wealth and Luxury

While pride drives Madame Loisel’s desire to appear wealthy, greed amplifies
her yearning for material possessions. Her fixation on acquiring and
maintaining a luxurious lifestyle blinds her to the realities of her
situation.

- The desire for wealth as a symbol of happiness: Madame Loisel equates
material riches with social acceptance and personal fulfillment.
- The obsession with possessions: Her fixation on jewelry, dresses, and
social status reveals greed’s role in her dissatisfaction.

The Necklace as a Symbol of Greed

The necklace itself symbolizes greed’s destructive influence. Madame Loisel’s
desire to possess a piece of jewelry that signifies wealth demonstrates her
longing for material symbols of social status.

- Borrowed jewelry as an act of greed: Her willingness to borrow an
expensive-looking necklace reflects her greed for status and admiration.
- The allure of material possessions: The necklace’s value and beauty
symbolize the superficial allure of wealth, which ultimately leads to her
downfall.

Consequences of Greed

Madame Loisel’s greed leads her to prioritize appearances over honesty and
integrity. Her relentless pursuit of material wealth results in suffering and
loss.

- The obsession with replacing the necklace: Her greed causes her to go into
debt to replace the lost jewelry, plunging her into poverty.
- The realization of the true cost: Years later, the devastating truth that
the necklace was fake underscores how greed for superficial riches was futile
and destructive.

---

How Maupassant Develops These Themes

Characterization and Inner Conflict

Maupassant’s portrayal of Madame Loisel’s internal struggles vividly
illustrates how pride and greed influence her decisions.

- Her dissatisfaction with her life: The narrative emphasizes her discontent
with her modest social position.
- Her refusal to accept her reality: Madame Loisel’s refusal to be content
with her lot fuels her pride and greed.

Plot Devices and Symbolism

The story employs specific plot elements and symbols to deepen the themes.

- The necklace as a symbol: It represents superficial wealth and the
destructive nature of valuing appearances.
- The lost necklace: Its loss triggers the chain reaction of hardship,



illustrating how pride and greed can lead to catastrophe.

Moral and Social Commentary

Maupassant uses Madame Loisel’s downfall as a critique of societal values
that emphasize materialism and superficial appearances.

- Commentary on social class: The story underscores how social aspirations
driven by pride can be harmful.
- Warning against greed: It cautions readers about the dangers of valuing
possessions over honesty and integrity.

---

Select the Two Correct Approaches to Developing the Theme

1. Portraying Madame Loisel’s obsession with appearances and material
possessions to highlight how pride and greed distort her values.
This approach underscores her internal motivations and the symbolic
significance of the necklace, illustrating how superficial desires lead to
her downfall.

2. Using the necklace as a symbol of greed and superficiality, showing how
Madame Loisel’s desire to appear wealthy results in her suffering.
The necklace’s symbolism reinforces the destructive nature of greed and
pride, serving as a tangible representation of what Madame Loisel values
most.

---

Conclusion

In The Necklace, Maupassant masterfully develops the themes of pride and
greed through vivid characterization, symbolism, and plot progression. Madame
Loisel’s relentless pursuit of social status and material wealth, fueled by
her pride and greed, ultimately leads to her tragic downfall. The story
serves as a timeless cautionary tale about the perils of valuing superficial
appearances over genuine contentment and integrity. Maupassant’s narrative
reminds us that unchecked pride and greed can distort our perceptions,
distort our lives, and have devastating consequences. Through this
development, the story remains a compelling reflection on human nature and
societal values, encouraging readers to examine their own priorities and
avoid the pitfalls of superficiality.

---

Note: The two correct approaches are the first and second points under
"Select the Two Correct Approaches," emphasizing character traits and
symbolism as key methods of theme development.
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