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Mastering the use of the -ing form of verbs—also known as the present participle—is
essential for effective communication in English. This guide will help you understand how to
correctly complete sentences using the -ing forms of the verbs do, stay, try, take, go (used
twice), and collect. Whether you are a language learner aiming to improve your grammar or
a writer seeking clarity in your sentences, this comprehensive overview will provide
valuable insights and practical examples to enhance your skills.

---

Understanding the -ing Form of Verbs

Before diving into sentence completion exercises, it's important to grasp the fundamental
role of the -ing form. The -ing form can function as:

- Present participle, used in continuous tenses (e.g., am doing, is staying).
- Gerund, acting as a noun within sentences (e.g., Swimming is fun).
- Part of verb phrases following certain verbs (e.g., try doing, keep doing).

In this context, completing sentences with the -ing form typically involves using it as part of
a continuous tense or as a gerund, depending on the sentence structure.

---

Using the -ing Form of "do"

When to use "doing"

The verb "do" takes the -ing form "doing" when forming continuous tenses or when used as
a gerund. Examples include:

- Present continuous tense: I am doing my homework.
- Gerund as a noun: Doing yoga helps me relax.



Sample sentence completions with "doing"

1. While doing your chores, remember to turn off the lights when you leave a room.
2. She is tired because she has been doing too much work lately.
3. The children enjoyed doing arts and crafts during the school activity.
4. He kept doing the same mistake despite the warnings.
5. They are doing their best to complete the project on time.

---

Using the -ing Form of "stay"

When to use "staying"

"Stay" becomes "staying" in continuous tenses, often indicating ongoing or temporary
residence or remaining in a place.

Sample sentence completions with "staying"

1. We are staying at a cozy bed and breakfast near the beach this weekend.
2. She is staying late at the office to finish her report.
3. They kept staying in the same hotel during their vacation.
4. I am staying true to my values despite external pressures.
5. He enjoys staying active by participating in outdoor sports.

---

Using the -ing Form of "try"

When to use "trying"

"Try" takes the -ing form "trying" when expressing an attempt or effort, especially when
suggesting a new or different method.

Sample sentence completions with "trying"

1. She is trying to learn a new language through online courses.
2. We should keep trying until we succeed.



3. He kept trying different recipes to find the perfect cake.
4. They are trying to resolve the issue amicably.
5. I am trying to improve my time management skills.

---

Using the -ing Form of "take"

When to use "taking"

"Take" becomes "taking" in continuous tenses, often indicating action involving possession,
transportation, or participation.

Sample sentence completions with "taking"

1. She is taking a photography class this semester.
2. He kept taking notes during the lecture.
3. They are taking a break after finishing the project.
4. I am taking my dog for a walk in the park.
5. We are taking the train to the city center.

---

Using the -ing Form of "go" (first occurrence)

When to use "going"

"Go" becomes "going" in the present continuous tense to indicate movement or plans.

Sample sentence completions with "going"

1. I am going to the supermarket to buy some groceries.
2. She is going on vacation next week.
3. They kept going despite the rain.
4. We are going out for dinner tonight.
5. He is going for a run every morning.

---



Using the -ing Form of "go" (second occurrence)

When to use "going" (again)

The second usage of "go" in -ing form often emphasizes future plans or habitual actions.

Sample sentence completions with "going"

1. Are you going to attend the conference tomorrow?
2. She's going hiking with friends this weekend.
3. We're going shopping after work.
4. The team is going through the training program together.
5. He is going sightseeing in the city during his trip.

---

Using the -ing Form of "collect"

When to use "collecting"

"Collect" becomes "collecting" when used as a gerund or in continuous tenses, often
referring to the act of gathering or accumulating items.

Sample sentence completions with "collecting"

1. She is collecting vintage postcards from different countries.
2. He spends his weekends collecting rare coins.
3. They are collecting data for their research project.
4. I enjoy collecting stamps from around the world.
5. We are collecting donations for the charity event.

---

Practical Tips for Completing Sentences with -ing
Forms

To effectively complete sentences with the -ing forms of verbs, consider the following tips:



Identify the tense: Determine whether the sentence requires a continuous tense or1.
a gerund. This will guide you to select the correct form.

Understand the verb's function: Is the verb acting as part of a tense, or is it2.
functioning as a noun? This affects whether you use the -ing form as a gerund or in a
continuous tense.

Consider context clues: Words like "while," "during," or "keep" often indicate3.
ongoing actions, requiring the -ing form.

Practice regularly: Exposure to various sentences will help you internalize correct4.
usage patterns.

---

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While using the -ing forms is straightforward, learners often make mistakes. Here are some
pitfalls to watch out for:

Using the wrong form: Remember that "do" becomes "doing," "stay" becomes
"staying," etc. Avoid using the base form or incorrect endings.

Confusing gerunds and present participles: Gerunds act as nouns, while present
participles are used in continuous tenses. Ensure correct usage based on sentence
structure.

Ignoring auxiliary verbs: In continuous tenses, auxiliary verbs like "am," "is," "are"
are necessary with the -ing form.

---

Conclusion

Mastering the use of the -ing form of verbs such as do, stay, try, take, go, and collect is
essential for constructing grammatically correct and meaningful sentences. By
understanding their roles in various contexts—whether as part of continuous tenses or as
gerunds—you can enhance your fluency and clarity in English communication. Practice
completing sentences with these forms regularly, paying attention to tense, context, and
verb function. With consistent effort, you'll find yourself more confident in using these
versatile verb forms effectively.



---

If you want to improve your sentence construction skills further, consider engaging in
exercises that focus on transforming base verbs into their -ing forms and using them
appropriately in different grammatical structures. Remember, mastery comes with practice
and attentive learning.

Frequently Asked Questions

Complete the sentence: She is ___________ her favorite
album on her playlist.
listening

Complete the sentence: They are ___________ at the hotel
until their flight tomorrow.
staying

Complete the sentence: He is ___________ to learn a new
language this year.
trying

Complete the sentence: We are ___________ a new
strategy to improve sales.
taking

Complete the sentence: I am ___________ to the park
every weekend for exercise.
going

Complete the sentence: The children are ___________
seashells from the beach.
collecting

Complete the sentence: She is ___________ her bike to the
repair shop today.
taking



Additional Resources
Complete The Sentences, Using The -ing Form Of The Given Verbs: do / stay / try / take /
go(x2) / collect is a fundamental exercise that sharpens your understanding of the -ing verb
form, also known as the present participle. Mastering this skill is essential for constructing
correct and natural-sounding sentences in English, especially when expressing ongoing
actions, intentions, or plans. Whether you're a beginner aiming to improve your grammar or
an advanced learner polishing your skills, practicing how to complete sentences with the
correct -ing form is a crucial step toward fluency.

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the nuances of using the -ing form, discuss
common pitfalls, and provide practical tips to help you confidently complete sentences with
these verb forms. By the end of this article, you'll have a clearer understanding of how to
incorporate the -ing forms of do, stay, try, take, go, and collect into your writing and
speaking, enhancing both accuracy and expressiveness.

---

Understanding the -ing Form in English Grammar

Before diving into sentence completion exercises, it's important to understand what the -
ing form (present participle) signifies and how it functions in English.

What Is the -ing Form?

The -ing form of a verb is created by adding "-ing" to the base verb:

- do → doing
- stay → staying
- try → trying
- take → taking
- go → going
- collect → collecting

Uses of the -ing Form

The -ing form is versatile and serves several grammatical purposes:

- Continuous Tenses: Indicate ongoing actions (e.g., "I am doing my homework.")
- Gerunds: Function as nouns (e.g., "Swimming is fun.")
- After Certain Verbs: Some verbs are followed by the -ing form (e.g., "I enjoy trying new
foods.")
- After Prepositions: When a verb follows a preposition, it takes the -ing form (e.g., "She is
interested in collecting stamps.")
- As Part of Fixed Expressions: Such as "going to," "trying to," etc.

Our focus here is on completing sentences with the correct -ing form, which often involves
understanding the context and grammatical structure.

---



The Art of Completing Sentences with the -ing Form

Completing sentences with the correct form of a verb requires careful attention to tense,
aspect, and the intended meaning. The key is to identify what the sentence needs: an
ongoing action, a gerund acting as a noun, or part of a verb phrase.

Let's examine each verb in our list, explore common sentence structures, and provide
guided examples to illustrate the correct usage.

---

Section 1: The Verb "do" – Completing Sentences with "doing"

Understanding "doing"

While "do" often appears as a base verb, its -ing form "doing" is used in continuous tenses
and idiomatic expressions.

Common Sentence Patterns

- As part of the present continuous tense: "I am doing my homework."
- After prepositions: "She is tired of doing the same thing."
- As a gerund subject: "Doing exercises regularly is important."

Examples and Practice

1. Complete this sentence:
I enjoy __________ my best to improve every day.
Answer: doing

2. Complete this sentence:
They are busy __________ the house before the guests arrive.
Answer: doing

3. Complete this sentence:
Is she __________ her chores now?
Answer: doing

---

Section 2: The Verb "stay" – Completing Sentences with "staying"

Understanding "staying"

"Staying" indicates remaining in a place or condition. It can be used in continuous tenses or
as a gerund.

Common Sentence Patterns

- As part of continuous tense: "He is staying at the hotel tonight."
- After prepositions: "I am interested in staying longer."



Examples and Practice

1. Complete this sentence:
They suggested __________ at the resort for a few more days.
Answer: staying

2. Complete this sentence:
I am considering __________ in bed a little longer tomorrow morning.
Answer: staying

3. Complete this sentence:
Are you __________ here for the weekend?
Answer: staying

---

Section 3: The Verb "try" – Completing Sentences with "trying"

Understanding "trying"

"Trying" often expresses effort, experimentation, or testing out something new.

Common Sentence Patterns

- To express effort: "She is trying to learn Spanish."
- As a gerund: "Trying new foods is exciting."
- After prepositions: "He is interested in trying different approaches."

Examples and Practice

1. Complete this sentence:
I am __________ to finish this project before the deadline.
Answer: trying

2. Complete this sentence:
They are __________ out a new recipe for dinner.
Answer: trying

3. Complete this sentence:
Are you __________ to solve the puzzle?
Answer: trying

---

Section 4: The Verb "take" – Completing Sentences with "taking"

Understanding "taking"

"Taking" refers to the act of grasping, carrying, or undertaking something.

Common Sentence Patterns



- As part of continuous action: "She is taking photos at the event."
- After prepositions: "He is excited about taking the challenge."
- Gerund as subject: "Taking care of pets is rewarding."

Examples and Practice

1. Complete this sentence:
I am __________ notes during the lecture.
Answer: taking

2. Complete this sentence:
They are __________ a walk in the park.
Answer: taking

3. Complete this sentence:
Are you __________ the train now?
Answer: taking

---

Section 5: The Verb "go" – Completing Sentences with "going"

Understanding "going"

"Going" indicates movement or future plans when used with "to" (e.g., "going to"). It also
describes ongoing activity.

Common Sentence Patterns

- As part of the present continuous tense: "I am going to the store."
- To describe routine activity: "He is going for a run every morning."
- When expressing future intentions: "We are going on vacation next week."

Examples and Practice

1. Complete this sentence:
She is __________ shopping right now.
Answer: going

2. Complete this sentence:
They are __________ to the movies tonight.
Answer: going

3. Complete this sentence:
Are you __________ to visit your grandparents this weekend?
Answer: going

---

Section 6: The Verb "go" (second occurrence) – Completing Sentences with "going"



Since "go" appears twice in the list, it's important to note that its usage remains consistent.
The second "go" can relate to different contexts, but the -ing form remains "going."

Additional Contexts for "going"

- Expressing movement: "He is going to the gym."
- Planning or intentions: "We are going to start a new project."

Practice Examples

1. Complete this sentence:
I am __________ to the park to relax.
Answer: going

2. Complete this sentence:
They are __________ hiking this weekend.
Answer: going

---

Section 7: The Verb "collect" – Completing Sentences with "collecting"

Understanding "collect"

"Collecting" refers to gathering items, often as a hobby or task.

Common Sentence Patterns

- As a gerund: "Collecting stamps is her favorite hobby."
- In continuous tense: "He is collecting rare coins."

Examples and Practice

1. Complete this sentence:
She is __________ vintage toys from the 80s.
Answer: collecting

2. Complete this sentence:
They are __________ data for their research project.
Answer: collecting

3. Complete this sentence:
Are you __________ souvenirs from your trip?
Answer: collecting

---

Practical Tips for Completing Sentences with -ing Forms

To enhance your ability to correctly complete sentences with the -ing form, consider the
following tips:



- Identify the sentence structure: Is it a continuous tense, gerund, or prepositional phrase?
This guides the correct form.
- Pay attention to auxiliary verbs: For example, "am," "is," or "are" often signal a present
continuous tense, requiring the -ing form.
- Look for context clues: Words like "trying," "interested in," or "considering" often follow
prepositions and are followed by -ing forms.
- Practice regularly: Use exercises similar to those provided to reinforce patterns and build
confidence.
- Understand verb-specific patterns: Some verbs are commonly followed by -ing forms,
while others are not. Consulting a grammar reference can be helpful.

---

Summary: Mastering Sentence Completion with the -ing Form

Completing sentences with the correct -ing form of verbs is a skill that combines
understanding grammar rules with contextual awareness. The verbs do, stay, try, take,
go(x2), and collect each have specific uses and typical sentence patterns.

- "
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